HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 2, 2011
1:40 p.m

1: 40: 31 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Thomas called the House Finance Commttee neeting
to order at 1:40 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Bill Thomas Jr., Co-Chair
Representative Ma Costello
Representative David Guttenberg

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Bill Stoltze, Co-Chair
Representative M ke Doogan

Representative Bryce Edgnon

Representative Les Gara

Representative Anna Faircl ough, Vice-Chair
Represent ati ve Reggi e Joul e

Represent ati ve Mark Neuman

Representative Tamm e WI son

ALSO PRESENT

Brenda Steinfill; Representative Bob MIller; Chris Bauman,
Executive Director, Sitkans Against Famly Violence, Sitka;
Ni col e Songer, Executive Director, Cordova Famly Resource
Cent er, Cor dova; Rowena Pal omar, Executive Director,
Advocates for Victinms of Violence, Valdez; Gnger Baim
Executive Director, Safe and Fear Free Environnent,
DI lingham Representative Peggy WIson; Rebecca Shields,
Executive D rector, Kodi ak Wonen's Resource & Crisis
Center; Naom M chael son, Executive Director, Wnen in Safe
Hones, Ketchikan; Cheri Smth, Executive Director, Leeshore
Center, Kenai ; Lexie Mzeras, Alaska SealLife Center,
Seward; Mchelle Weston, City Manager, Cty of Seward; Stan
St ephens, Stan Stephens dacier & WIldlife Tours, Valdez;
Coll een Stephens, Stan Stephens dacier WIldlife Tours,
Val dez; Sue Gl patrick, Business Oaner, Chitna and Val dez;
Brad Ohs, Administrator, Al aska Honmes for Children; Matt

House Fi nance Conmmittee 1 03/02/11 1:40 P. M



Danmeyer, Central Peninsula Hospital, Kenai; Jane Baily,
Early Chil dhood Coordinator, Chugach School District;
Sherman Smith, Cooper Landi ng; Steve Horn, Executive
Director, Alaska Behavioral Health Association, Soldotna;
Ted Spraker, Board of Gane and Big Gane Commercial Services
Board, Kenai; Sammy Crawford, Kenai Peninsula Borough
School District; Fred Sturnman, Soldotna; D ane & Roy
Mnister, Self, Palmer; A an LeMaster, dennallen; Park
Kriner, Qennallen; Lolita Brache, Famlies First/Best
Begi nnings, Homer; Harry Dodge, Self, Kodiak; Don Dunm
Sel f, Kodi ak; Terry Wanzer, Al aska Hotel & Lodging
Associ ati on, Ket chi kan; Shawna Lee, Lunberjack Shoe,
Ket chi kan; Darlene Mrrison, Mther of Traumatic Brain
Injury child, Ketchikan; Len Laurence, Spirit of Al aska
Tours, Taquan Air, Ketchikan; Loren Karro, Palner; Don
Mont gonmery, WMat-Su; Janmes Garhart, Wasilla; Mrk Lackey,
Al aska Head Start Association, Wasilla; Cristen Kolb, Head
Start at Meadow Lakes, WMat-Su; Al exus Kwachka, Fishernman,
Kodi ak; Jan Chatto, Tourism Industry, Kodiak; Kadie Wl sh,
Tourism Industry, Kodiak; Dake Schm dt, Tourism I|Industry,
Kodi ak; Janet Bucki ngham Executive Director, Kodi ak

Convention and Business Bureau; Josh Bell, Kodiak Chanber
of Commrerce; Kevin Brennan, Kodiak; Gary Byrne, Kodiak
Regi onal Aquacul ture Associ ati on; Bryan El | sworth,

Commerci al Fi sherman, Kodi ak; Susan Johnson, Manager, Best
Western | nn, Kodi ak.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Arthur S. Hansen; Joe L. Hayes; Sue Hull; Henry Tiffany;
Susan Henrichs; Jill Faudree; Phil Gsborn; Londa Krull;
Taber Rehbaum Roger Burggraf; Cathy Schultz; Donald Stein;
Dr. Doolittle MD.; WMyor Luke Hopkins; Cheryl Keepers;
Jasm ne Johnson Kennedy; Jeff Drake; Leslie Hajdukovich;
Pete Lewis; Tom Kirstein; Scott Reisland; Carey MIIls; Ryan
Bi nkl ey; Deb Hickok; Kory Eberhardt; Lloyd Huskey; Craig
Lingle; Allan Coty; Buzzy Chiu; Larry Paquin; Dr. Danita
Koehl er; Lynn Osheim Directors, Parents as Teachers
Program Hoonah; Susan |saacs, Business Omer, Dillingham
Nicole Ito, Dllingham Tanna Lewis, Head Start, King Cove;
Irene Bentancourt, Head Start, Unalaska; Alyssa Sensky,
Executive Director, Unal aska Convention and Visitor's
Bureau, Unal aska; Kathy Dirks, Unalaska; Cheryl Parson,
Unal aska; Baxter Bond, Sitka; Fred Reeder, Sitka; Tim
Ful ton, Menber, Sitka School Board, Sitka; John Dunlap,
Allen Mrine, Sitka; Craig Warren, Sitka; Gordon Bl ue,
Sitka Counseling and Prevention Services, Sitka; Lon
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Garrison, Sitka School Board, Sitka; Mdlly Kabler, Menber,
Sitka School Board, Sitka; Mchael Biggers, Petersburg
Mental Health, Petersburg; Stephanie Pauwk, Petersburg
Mental Health, Petersburg; Jennifer Ray, Petersburg Mental
Heal th, Petersburg; Kim Kilkenny, Petersburg Mental Health,
Pet er sbur g; Morgan Falter, Pet ersburg Mental Heal t h,
Pet er sbur g; Susan  Chner, Di rector, Pet ersburg Ment al
Heal th, Petersburg; Ken Caulum Petersburg Mental Health,
Pet er sbur g; John  Yarbour gh, Pet ersburg Mental Heal t h,
Pet ersburg; Julianne Curry, Executive Director, Petersburg
Vessel Omners, Petersburg; Jerry Scholand, Kiana Lodging,
Honer; Jessica Lawraster, Haven House, Honer; Tina Day,
Executive Director, Honer Chanber of Conmerce, Homer; Letha
Butts, Fox Run RV Canpground and Lodge, Homer; Ken Bergman,
Honer; Lance Kronberger, Self, Wsilla, Geg Mnskie, TBI,
Mat - Su; Robert Vallis, Self; Jennifer Charvet, Alaska Brain
Injury Network, Palner; Susan Payne, Self, Kodiak; Pete
Danel ski, Self, Kodiak; Laren Lynch, Cape Fox Lodge,
Ket chi kan; Kaite Montgonery, Sel f, Ket chi kan; Amanda
Painter, Allen Mrine Tours, Ketchikan; Pat Chapman, AK
Brain Injury Network, Ketchikan; Wallace Fields, Self,
Kodi ak; Dave Kubiak, Alaska Marine Conservation Council,
Kodi ak.

GENERAL SUBJECT(S):

The following overview was taken in log note fornat.

Handouts will be on file with the House Finance Conmttee
through the 26th Legislative Session, contact 465-6814.
After the 26th Legislative Session they wll be available

t hrough the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

#hb108
#hb109
HOUSE BI LL NO. 108

"An Act neking appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnent, for certain
prograns, and to capitalize funds; and providing for
an effective date."

HOUSE BILL NO. 109

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
capital expenses of t he state's i ntegrated
conprehensive nental health program and providing for
an effective date.™
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FAI RBANKS

1: 40: 45 PM

Co-Chair Thomas introduced commttee nenbers and requested
two mnute tinme limt for public testinony.

1:41: 15 PM

ARTHUR S. HANSEN (via teleconference), testified in support
of funding for $500 thousand for traumatic brain injury
(TBI') studies. He shared a personal story regarding TBI.

1:42: 40 PM

JOE L. HAYES (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
university budget. He nentioned recent cuts for sumer
progr amns.

1: 43: 24 PM

SUE HULL (via tel econference), testified in support of Best
Beginnings and the |l|ocal school board. She noted the
i nportance of enpowering communities to make decisions
regarding early childhood education options. She stressed
the inportance of good graduation rates and career tech
opportunities.

1:46: 01 PM

BRENDA STEINFILL, testified in support of funding for
energency travel for wvictinms of donestic violence and
sexual abuse. She noted many requests from people in need
of enmergency travel funds. The |egal advocacy program aids
wonen in the legal process. The program served 500 people
| ast year with only one | egal advocate.

1: 48: 34 PM

HENRY TIFFANY (via teleconference), spoke in favor of the
proposed deletion of the Departnment of Natural Resources'
Mning Land and Water Division guide concession program
devel opment request for $120 thousand and one staff
position. He explained many nyths regarding the program
which will affect hunting guides and prevent overcrowdi ng.
The program benefits the ganme and resources and would not
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negatively affect resident hunters. He spoke to the limts
stressed by the program

1:53: 04 PM

SUSAN HENRICHS (via teleconference), testified in support
of the university's budget requests. She requested
restoration of the Math Summer Bridge program Mth skills
are crucial to many different occupations. She pointed out
that nmany university students are older and require a
review of math skills.

1:56: 37 PM

JILL FAUDREE (via teleconference), testified in support of
the Math Summer Bridge program which is a crucial link in
the success of college students. Math can be an obstacle
for students. Many students avoid math, but the programis
successful in educating those students.

2:00: 06 PM

PH L OSBORN (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
Al aska Sumrer Science Research program The conpetition for
the program is great. He believed that the $75 thousand
request was fair.

2: 02: 48 PM

LONDA KRULL (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
Al aska Psychi atric Residency program

2:04: 18 PM

TABER REHBAUM (via tel econference), testified in support of
an increase in the Human Services Comunity matching grant
to a funding level of $2 mllion. She also nentioned the
Community Initiative grant to $1 million. She advocated for
| ow governnment costs and believed that the investnent would
aid the state.

2: 06: 25 PM

ROGER BURGGRAF (via teleconference), spoke in support of
state investnent in instate natural gas. He also advocated
for the bridge across the Tanana River.
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2:08:26 PM

CATHY SCHULTZ (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
Al aska Travel |Industry Association (ATIA). She encouraged
the marketing of Al aska. She wished to attract visitors
with the advertising program

2:10: 42 PM

DONALD STEIN (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
RS 2477 access trails. He pointed out that Al aska has over
600 trails which constitute 100, 000 acres.

2:14: 01 PM

DR. DOOLITTLE M D. (via teleconference), spoke in favor of
the restoration of the $202 thousand for the Psychiatric
Resi dency Program

2:15: 40 PM

MAYOR LUKE HOPKINS (via teleconference), spoke about the
Human Service Conmunity Matching Block Grant. He noted the
i ncreased population and the necessary increase of the
grant funding anobunt to adjust for the increases. He also
spoke in favor of increases for Best Begi nnings.

2:18: 07 PM

Representative Costell o asked the anmount requested for the
Best Begi nni ng program

2:19: 05 PM

CHERYL KEEPERS (via teleconference), provided the current
year funding level of $680 thousand. She noted that the
grant allowed the conmission to educate about needs of
famlies with young children in the comunity.

2:21:12 PM

JASM NE JOHNSON KENNEDY (via teleconference), suggested
del etion of the proposed cut of $190 thousand for emnergency
rural travel and the $694 thousand cut for the additiona
| egal advocacy coverage. She advocated for action against
donesti c viol ence.
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2:23:32 PM

JEFF DRAKE (via teleconference), urged the reinstatenment of
the $75 thousand budget request for the Alaska Summer
Research Acadeny. The goal of the program is to offer
experiences that the K-12 curricul um cannot.

2:25:21 PM

LESLIE HAJDUKOVICH (via teleconference), spoke in support
of funding for K-12 education. She spoke of the education
successes seen in Fairbanks. She nentioned Response to
Intervention as a val uable nethod for student retention.

2:28: 03 PM

PETE LEWS (via teleconference), advocated for t he
restoration of the Statewide Mentoring Program at $600
thousand. He added that the school health and safety
coordi nator position of $200 thousand and $150 thousand to
the Alaska Autism Research Center. Finally he requested
restoration of the $4 mllion of cuts to the teaching and
| earni ng support services. He urged the need for funding to
match the rate of inflation. Energy cost increases cannot
be covered with flat funding.

2:29:41 PM

TOM Kl RSTEI N (via t el econf erence), request ed
reconsi deration of the guide concession devel opnent cuts in
the operating budget. The program developnent is wdely
supported by many corporations and organizati ons concerned
wi th conservation issues.

2:32:21 PM

SCOTT REISLAND (via teleconference), testified in support
of ATIA and an increase in funding. He stated that
advertising costs are too great for small businesses
wi t hout ATI A

2:35:12 PM

CAREY MLLS (via teleconference), spoke in support of
t horough scrutiny in all budget itens.

2:36: 41 PM
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RYAN BI NKLEY (via teleconference), spoke in opposition to
the operating budget and particularly the matching
requirenents for the $9 mllion ATIA marketing program
Smal |  businesses rely on ATIA and the legislature's
appropriations.

2:39: 07 PM

DEB HI CKOK (via teleconference), testified in support of
ATIA. She relayed support for reinvestnent into the |ong
term marketing program She noted that HB 108 twi sts the
formulas in a nethod that raises the difficulty level for
smal | businesses to contribute to adverti sing.

2:41: 09 PM

KORY EBERHARDT (via teleconference), spoke in support of
continued funding of Alaska tourism marketing. He expressed
di sappointnent in the recent changes made in HB 108. He
poi nted out that advertising would cost him $9 thousand,
whi ch he deenmed too high for his business.

2:42:35 PM

LLOYD HUSKEY (via teleconference), spoke in support of
continued investnent in tourismmarketing in Al aska.

2:43:27 PM

CRAIG LINGE (via teleconference), comented on the Al aska
Clear and Equitable Share (ACES) and the hearing in the
commttee. He argued that ACES is designed to address high
oil prices. He stressed the potential disaster that my
result in rolling back ACES. He expressed support for
renewabl e energy options in Al aska.

2:45:59 PM

ALLAN COTY (via teleconference), supported funding for the
RS 2477 access trail litigation. He stated that the trails
run through state and private |and. He required unhindered
use of the trails.

2:47: 21 PM

House Fi nance Conmmittee 8 03/02/11 1:40 P. M



BUZZY CHIU (via tel econference), echoed the support of Ryan
Bi nkl ey. She requested matching marketing funds renmain at
30 percent.

2:48: 17 PM

LARRY PAQUIN (via teleconference), testified in opposition
to tax credits for the oil industry.

2:50: 24 PM

DR. DANITA KOEHLER (via teleconference), testified in
support of pre-hospital enmergency nedical providers in
Al aska. She advocated closing the gap in funding for the
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) unit of the Departnent of
Health and Social Services (DHSS). She nentioned that she
is the nmedical director for the Emergency Mdical Services
in Fairbanks. The EMS unit is responsible for managing air
and ground nedi cal services.

2:53:52 PM
AT EASE

2:53:59 PM
RECONVENED

SI TKA, WRANGELL, PETERSBURG, DI LLI NGHAM CORDOVA, UNALASKA

3:09: 23 PM

CHRI'S BAUVAN, EXECUTIVE D RECTOR, SITKANS AGAINST FAMLY
VI OLENCE, SITKA, requested restoration of the Council on
Donmestic Violence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA) $550, 000
budget increment to assist with rising health care costs,
salaries, and energency travel for wvictinms of violence.
Request ed funding for | egal advocate positions.

3:11: 20 PM

NI COLE SONGER, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, CORDOVA FAM LY RESOURCE
CENTER, CORDOVA, requested restoration of the Council on
Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA) $550, 000
budget increnent to assist with rising health care costs

salaries, and energency travel for victins of violence.
Requested funding for |egal advocate positions.

3:13:30 PM
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RONENA PALOVAR, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, ADVOCATES FOR VI CTI M5
OF VI OLENCE, VALDEZ, requested restoration of the Council
on Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA) $550, 000
budget increnment to assist with rising health care costs,
salaries, and energency travel for victins of violence.
Request ed funding for | egal advocate positions.

3:16: 24 PM

A NGER BAIM EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, SAFE AND FEAR FREE
ENVI RONVENT, DI LLI NGHAM requested restoration of the
Council on Donmestic Violence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA)
$550, 000 budget increnent to assist with rising health care
costs, salaries, and energency travel for victins of
vi ol ence. Requested funding for |egal advocate positions.

3:19:37 PM

LYNN OSHEI M DI RECTORS, PARENTS AS TEACHERS PROGRAM HOONAH
(via teleconference), requested funding for early chil dhood
educati on; specifically for Head Start, Parents and
Teachers, Universal Teachers, and Best Begi nni ngs.

3:22:49 PM
SUSAN | SAACS, BUSI NESS ONNER, DI LLI NGHAM (via
t el econference), requested a return to the origina

| anguage from FY 11 budget related to tourism marketing.
She supported tourism marketing, but opposed an increase
the industry's match requirenent.

3:24: 47 PM

NICOLE |ITO, DILLINGHAM (via teleconference), requested
funding for the Alaska Summer Research Program in
Fai r banks.

3:27:31 PM

TANNA LEWS, HEAD START, KING COVE (via teleconference),
spoke in support of Head Start funding.

3:28:50 PM
| RENE BENTANCOURT, HEAD START, UNALASKA (via
t el econference), requested continued funding for Head
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Start. Stressed the issue of l[imted child <care in
Unal aska.

3:30: 27 PM

ALYSSA SENSKY, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, UNALASKA CONVENTI ON AND
VI SITOR S BUREAU, UNALASKA (via teleconference), requested
mai ntaining the |language in FY 11 funding levels for
touri sm mar ket i ng.

3:32: 23 PM

KATHY DI RKS, UNALASKA (via teleconference), request ed
funding for Head Start.

3:33:19 PM

CHERYL PARSON, UNALASKA (via teleconference), spoke in
support of Head Start funding.

3:34: 04 PM

BAXTER BOND, SITKA (via teleconference), testified 1in
support of the Al aska Summer Research Acadeny fundi ng.

3:35:24 PM

FRED REEDER, SITKA (via teleconference), urged the
commttee to support tourism marketing based on the FY 11
f undi ng.

3:37:17 PM

Co-Chair Thonmas remarked that he did not change the
contribution rate in the tourism marketing budget. He
stressed that the Alaska Travel | ndustry Associ ation
| onered the match to 30 percent, and hoped to match it at
50 percent. He stressed that the House Finance commttee
was not responsible for the change.

3:39: 33 PM

TIM FULTON, MEMBER, SITKA SCHOOL BOARD, SITKA (via
tel econference), requested increase in the Base Student
Al'l ocati on.
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3:40: 26 PM

JOHN DUNLAP, ALLEN MARINE, SITKA (via teleconference),
requested return to the FY 11 language related to tourism
mar ket i ng.

3:41: 47 PM

CRAI G WARREN, SITKA (via teleconference), requested funding
increase in the Base Student Allocation, and stressed
t echnol ogy educati on.

3:42:55 PM

GORDON BLUE, SITKA COUNSELI NG AND PREVENTION SERVI CES,
SI TKA (via tel econference), recomended $550,000 to support
donestic violence and sexual assault prevention. U ged
restoration of $202,000 to the Al aska Psychiatric Residency
Program Requested $250,000 for therapeutic courts program

3:46: 28 PM

LON GARRI SON, S| TKA SCHOOL BOARD, S| TKA (via
tel econference), requested an increase of the Base Student
Al'l ocati on.

3:48: 47 PM

MOLLY KABLER, MEMBER, SITKA SCHOOL BOARD, SITKA (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of funding for education.
Requested an increase of $100 in the base student
al l ocation, with added funding for vocational training.

3:51: 05 PM

M CHAEL BI GGERS, PETERSBURG MENTAL HEALTH, PETERSBURG (Vi a
t el econf erence), request ed Pet er sburg Ment al Heal t h
servi ces funding.

3:52:29 PM

STEPHANI E PAUWK, PETERSBURG MENTAL HEALTH, PETERSBURG (Vi a
t el econf erence), request ed Pet er sburg Ment al Heal t h
servi ces funding.

3:53:52 PM
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JENNI FER RAY, PETERSBURG MENTAL HEALTH, PETERSBURG (Vi a
t el econf erence), request ed Pet er sburg Ment al Heal t h
servi ces funding.

3:55: 05 PM

KIM KILKENNY, PETERSBURG MENTAL HEALTH, PETERSBURG (via
t el econference), requested continued Petersburg Mental
Heal t h services funding.

3:55: 56 PM

MORGAN FALTER, PETERSBURG MENTAL HEALTH, PETERSBURG (via
t el econference), requested continued Petersburg Mental
Heal t h servi ces funding.

3:57:33 PM

SUSAN CHVER, DI RECTOR, PETERSBURG MENTAL HEALTH, PETERSBURG
(via teleconference), requested increased funding for
Pet ersburg Mental Health  services. She specifically

requested funding for nore staff nenbers, and better
facilities.

3:59:44 PM

KEN CAULUM  PETERSBURG MENTAL HEALTH, PETERSBURG (via
t el econference), requested continued Petersburg Mental
Heal t h servi ces funding.

4:01: 45 PM

JOHN YARBOURGH, PETERSBURG MENTAL HEALTH, PETERSBURG (Vi a
tel econference), requested further Petersburg Mental Health
servi ces funding.

4:03:56 PM

JULI ANNE CURRY, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, PETERSBURG VESSEL
ONNERS, PETERSBURG (via t el econf erence), di scussed
Depart ment of Fish and Ganme budgeting itens. She
specifically requested a $75,000 increnent for the Red King
Crab Survey in Southeast Alaska. Supported a $30,000
increnment for stock assessnment in Yakutat for Dungeness
crab. Requested efforts the legislature mght take to
decrease Al aska's reliance on federal funding for research
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reporting, and nmanagenent of the state nanaged fisheries-
specifically in Southeast Al aska.

4:05:44 PM

Representative Peggy WIson comented on the Petersburg
Mental Health center, and stated that there was a change in
fundi ng. She stressed that funding was based on the anount
of energencies in an area. She remarked that the Mental
Health Center was able to prevent the emergency before they
even happen. Because of this, the center was penalized
based on the funding structure. She encouraged further
changes to the funding structure of ment al heal th
t her api es.

4:08: 08 PM
AT EASE

4:20: 38 PM
RECONVENED

HOVER, KENAI , VALDEZ, KETCHI KAN, KCDI AK, VAT- SU
GLENNALLEN, TOCK, SEWARD

4:21:44 PM

REBECCA  SHI ELDS, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, KODI AK  WOMEN S
RESOURCE & CRI SIS CENTER, spoke in support of funding for
sexual assault and donestic violence progranms. She detailed
that the shelters were full and the cost of travel was
i ncreasing. She requested funding for |egal advocates for
victinms of violence and assault.

4:23:48 PM

NAOM M CHAELSON, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, WOVEN | N SAFE HOVES
KETCHI KAN, testified in support of the full increnent for
donestic viol ence and sexual assault.

4:26:01 PM

CHERI SM TH, EXECUTIVE D RECTOR, LEESHORE CENTER, KENAI
requested restoration of the governor's increnent for
donmesti c viol ence and sexual assault.

4:28:56 PM
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Representative Costello queried the other communities
requesting protective orders.

Ms. Smith |listed Juneau, Fairbanks, Bethel and Matsu
require the greatest protection order assistance. She
enphasi zed that | egal advocacy was key.

4:30: 00 PM

LEXIE M ZERAS, ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER, SEWARD, supported
touri sm marketing increments.

4:30: 38 PM

M CHELLE WESTON, CITY MANAGER, CITY OF SEWARD, testified in
support of funding increnents for nursing prograns that
were recently renoved fromthe governor's budget.

4:31: 22 PM

STAN STEPHENS, STAN STEPHENS GLACIER & WLDLI FE TOURS
VALDEZ, spoke in support of funding for tourism marketing
and comrercial fishing

4:33:16 PM

COLLEEN STEPHENS, STAN STEPHENS GLACIER WLDLIFE TOURS,
VALDEZ, testified in support of funding for tourism to
support Al askan busi nesses. She hoped to keep |evels where
they were in FY 11. She explained that $11,000 was spent by
her conpany to participate in the ATIA program she felt
the marketing was essenti al .

4:35: 09 PM

SUE d LPATRI CK, BUSI NESS OMNER, CHI TNA AND VALDEZ, spoke in
support of funding for tourism narketing funding. Her
business in Chitna enploys 14 people in a town of 54. Her
gr eenhouse business in Valdez al so benefits fromtourism

4:37:10 PM

BRAD OHS, ADM NI STRATCR, ALASKA HOMES FOR CHI LDREN
testified in support of continued funding $202,000 for the
Al aska Psychiatric Residency Program which benefits both
rural and urban areas.
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He al so spoke for continued support of therapeutic court
participants for $250,000. He requested funding for the
DHSS budget's $123 nillion shortfall, to match federal
funding | evel s.

4:41: 05 PM

MATT DAMMEYER, CENTRAL PENI NSULA HOSPI TAL, KENAI, supported
the Al aska Psychiatric Residency Program

4:41: 50 PM

JANE BAILY, EARLY CH LDHOOD COORDI NATOR, CHUGACH SCHOOL
DISTRICT, testified in support of funding for early
chi | dhood educati on

4:44: 39 PM

SHERVAN SM TH, COOPER LANDI NG, testified in support of RS
2477 access trails.

Representative Costello noted that the request for the RS
2477 litigation increment had been funded at $599 t housand.

4:46: 17 PM

STEVE HORN, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, ALASKA BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH
ASSQOCI ATI ON, SOLDOTNA, supported the Al aska Psychiatric
Resi dency program

4:47:25 PM

TED SPRAKER, BCQARD OF GAME AND Bl G GAME COMVERCI AL SERVI CES
BOARD, KENAI, testified in support of restoring $120, 000
and one staff nmenber for the big gane comrercial services
board. He detailed that the guide business yielded $2
mllion annually.

4:50:10 PM

SAMWY CRAWORD, KENAI PENI NSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DI STRICT,
asked for additional funding for education. She spoke about
utility rate increases leading to budget difficulty for the
school district.

4:51:30 PM
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FRED STURMAN, SOLDOTNA, opined that the budget was too
|arge and listed itens he thought should be cut.

4:53: 06 PM

DI ANE & ROY M N STER, SELF, PALMER, stated concerns about
the Public Enployee Retirement System (PERS) and the
Teacher Retirenment System (TRS) Iliability. They wanted
state spending to be curbed. They did not want a state
i ncome t ax.

4:55:20 PM

ALAN LEMASTER, GLENNALLEN, testified in support of funding
for tourism marketing. Stated that the 50 percent match was
not attainable and urged not to restrict the match.

4:57:21 PM

PARK KRI NER, GLENNALLEN, spoke in support of increnents for
tourism marketing. He nmaintained that everything in the
state was affected by tourismdollars.

4:59: 08 PM

LOLI TA BRACHE, FAM LI ES FIRST/BEST BEG NNI NGS, HOVER,
want ed funding support for early childhood education. She
described successes in the area in early childhood
education, childcare, preschool, and support to famlies.

5:01: 08 PM

JERRY SCHOLAND, KIANA LODA NG HOMER (via tel econference),
supported the tourism industry and asked that t he
| egislature not penalize the industry. He requested
mat chi ng funds.

5:02:15 PM

JESSI CA LAWWASTER, HAVEN HOUSE, HOMER (vi a tel econference),
requested the full $550,000 budget increnment for energency
travel for victinms of donmestic violence and sexual assault.

5:04:19 PM

TINA DAY, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, HOVER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HOVER (via teleconference), wurged the legislature to
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support tourism nmarketing funds. She did not support
changes to the industry's matching requirenent.

5:05:26 PM

LETHA BUTTS, FOX RUN RV CAMPGROUND AND LODGE, HOVER (via
tel econference), spoke in opposition to changes to tourism
mar keting funds. Stated support of funding at the |evel
that existed in FY 11.

5:07: 00 PM

KEN  BERGVAN, HOVER (via tel econference), support ed
investing in children and funding for early childhood
educati on.

5:08:42 PM

LANCE KRONBERGER, SELF, WASILLA (via tel econference), asked
for the reconsideration of the deletion of Alaska' s |and
and water provision. Alaska's public would not be allowed
to hunt the land. The trophy quality would be increased for
hunters and young guides would be able to make a living in
t he industry.

5:10: 45 PM

GREG MANSKIE, TBI, MAT-SU (via teleconference), stated
support of $550,000 funding for the TBlI program

5:11:14 PM

ROBERT WALLIS, SELF (via tel econference), spoke for support
for $550,000 for the TBI program He shared a personal
story about an accident and would like to see the funding
avai l able for victins and early intervention.

5:13: 13 PM

JENNI FER CHARVET, ALASKA BRAI N | NJURY NETWORK, PALMER (via
t el econf erence), hi ghlighted her support for funding
related to traumatic brain injury victins.

5:14:19 PM

SUSAN PAYNE, SELF, KODIAK (via teleconference), supported
additional funding for fishermen. She requested extended
coverage for outmgration prograns on salnon streans and
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additional sonar prograns that would help to indicate the
nunber of fish in an area.

5:16: 50 PM

PETE DANELSKI, SELF, KODI AK (via teleconference), spoke in
support of the scientifically proven salnon enhancenent
efforts to speed the natural run recovery process.

5:19: 27 PM

HARRY DODGE, SELF, KODI AK, requested funding for fisheries
enhancenent for the Departnent of Fish and Gane (DFG. He
descri bed what had been lost due to a | ack of funding.

5:21: 06 PM

DON DUW  SELF, KODI AK, spoke in support of increased
funding for DFG for salnon managenent. He echoed the
critical inportance of salnmon for the region

5:23:34 PM

TERRY  WANZER, ALASKA HOTEL & LODA NG  ASSOCI ATI ON
KETCHI KAN, testified 1in support of tourism marketing
funding. He opposed the decrease in the state match. He
descri bed decreases in bed tax in Ketchikan.

5:25:24 PM

SHAWNA LEE, LUMBERJACK SHOE, KETCHI KAN, requested tourism
mar ket i ng fundi ng.

5:26:17 PM

DARLENE MORRI SON, MOTHER OF TRAUMATIC BRAIN I NJURY CHI LD
KETCHI KAN, spoke in support of funding for the Al aska Brain
Injury Network. She reported that Ketchikan did not have
necessary services or education for victins of TBI.

5:28: 06 PM

LEN LAURENCE, SPIRIT OF ALASKA TOURS, TAQUAN Al R
KETCHI KAN, spoke in support of tourism marketing funding

He described the inportance of the inpact of tourism
marketing in the state.
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5:29:46 PM

LOREN KARRO, PALMER, testified in support of funding for
prof essi onal hunti ng gui des.

5:32:49 PM

DON MONTGOMERY, MAT-SU, requested restoration of funding
for the big-game guiding program

5:35: 05 PM

JAMES GARHART, WASILLA, proposed that the |egislature use
his 1 percent plan to cut the budget. He did not care what
progranms were cut. He supported forward-funding.

5:37:25 PM

MARK LACKEY, ALASKA HEAD START ASSOCI ATI ON, WASI LLA,
testified in support of early childhood funding. He stated
concerns about trends, especially federal cuts, reductions
for the pre-K pilot program and lack of funding for the
Best Begi nni ngs program

5:40: 54 PM

CRI STEN KOLB, HEAD START AT MEADOW LAKES, MAT-SU, spoke in
support of retaining funding for early childhood educati on.
She advocated for Head Start. She believed the cuts would
seriously restrain the prograns in her region.

5:43: 21 PM

ALEXUS KWACHKA, FISHERVAN, KODI AK, spoke in support of
funding for fisheries through DFG

5:44: 02 PM

JAN CHATTO, TOURI SM | NDUSTRY, KODI AK, spoke in support of
funding tourism marketing for ATIA Keep the industry match
at an achievable 2.7 percent. She pointed out that tourism
was a sustai nabl e resource.

5:44:50 PM
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KADIE WALSH, TOURISM |NDUSTRY, KODIAK, testified for
funding of tourism marketing. She opined that ATIA s
advertising was responsible for increased booking.

5:46: 42 PM

DAKE SCHM DT, TOURI SM | NDUSTRY, KODI AK, spoke in support of
the television ads for tourism and naintaining marketing
funding with the sanme match

5:48:33 PM

JANET BUCKI NGHAM EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, KODI AK CONVENTI ON AND
BUSI NESS BUREAU, testified in support of retaining tourism
mar keting funding. She thought the operating bill as
witten would jeopardize the entire state tourism system
She urged the continuation of funding at |ast year's |evel.

5:51: 25 PM

LAREN LYNCH, CAPE FOX LODGE, KETCHI KAN (via
tel econference), spoke against the current budget for
tourism

5:52:53 PM

KAI TE MONTGOVERY, SELF, KETCH KAN (via teleconference),
supported funding for tourism marketing.

5:53:44 PM

AVANDA  PAI NTER, ALLEN MARINE TOURS, KETCH KAN  (via
tel econference), supported returning to previous funding
| evel s for tourism

5:54:20 PM

PAT CHAPMAN, AK BRAIN [|NJURY NETWORK, KETCH KAN (via
tel econference), urged support for the $550,000 for the
Al aska Brain Injury Network. She advocated for services for
those who had experienced traumatic brain injuries. She
noted that Alaska was wthout extensive rehabilitation
facilities.

5:57:48 PM
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VWALLACE  FI ELDS, SELF, KODI AK  (via tel econference),
requested additional funding for Kodiak's Departnment of
Fish and Gane. He was alarned at the cuts that departnents
were forced to make in the past few years. There were
sal non systens at critical |evels in Kodiak.

5:59: 35 PM

DAVE KUBI AK, ALASKA NMARI NE CONSERVATI ON COUNCI L, KODI AK
(via teleconference), spoke in support of funding for the
sal non and fishing industry.

6: 00: 59 PM

JOSH BELL, KODI AK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, testified in support
of funding for tourism marketing. He believed increased
fundi ng the previous year had been successful.

Co- Chair Thomas asked a question about fisheries.

6: 02: 27 PM

KEVI N BRENNAN, KODI AK, spoke in support for DFG fisheries
managenment and research prograns. He reported history of
funding and de-funding of projects. He thought the
nonitoring prograns were essential to help managers nmake
good decisions. He spoke to the decline in sockeye runs

Lynchpin for the ecosystem

6: 04: 54 PM

GARY BYRNE, KODI AK REGQ ONAL AQUACULTURE ASSOCI ATI ON, Ur ged
support of fisheries nanagenent and research prograns. He
described the results of prograns and history of the
sockeye production and harvest. He nmintained that the
situation was at a crisis point.

6: 07: 07 PM

BRYAN ELLSWORTH, COVMERCI AL FI SHERMAN, KODI AK, spoke in
strong support of DFG funding for fisheries nanagenent and
resear ch.

6: 07:58 PM

SUSAN JOHNSON, MANAGER, BEST WESTERN I NN, KODI AK, testified
in support of restoring tourism marketing funds and match
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She believed ATIA nmarketing was essential for smal
busi nesses in Al aska.

#
ADJ QURNVENT

6:10: 33 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 6:10 PM

House Fi nance Conmmittee 23 03/02/11 1:40 P. M



