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VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Alan Dick, Chair
Representative Eric Feige
Represent ati ve Paul Seaton
Representati ve Peggy W1 son
Representati ve Sharon Ci ssnha

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Lance Pruitt, Vice Chair
Representative Scott Kawasaki

COW TTEE CALENDAR
PRESENTATI ON:  ALEUTI AN REG ON SCHOOL DI STRI CT
- HEARD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 330

"An Act establishing a Joint Legislative Task Force on Education
Standards; requiring the Departnent of Labor and Wrkforce
Devel opment to provide information and resources to the task
force; establishing state education standards; anmending the
authority of the Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnment
to adopt education standards; and providing for an effective
date."

- MOVED CSHB 330( EDC) OUT OF COMM TTEE
PREVI OUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 330

SHORT TI TLE:. STATE EDUCATI ON STANDARDS
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) DI CK

02/ 17/ 12 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 17/ 12 (H) EDC, FIN

02/ 24/ 12 (H) EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPl TOL 106

02/ 24/ 12 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 24/ 12 (H) M NUTE( EDC)

02/ 29/ 12 (H) EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106
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02/ 29/ 12 (H Heard & Held

02/ 29/ 12 (H M NUTE( EDC)

03/ 05/ 12 (H EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106
03/ 05/ 12 (H) <Bi |l Hearing Cancel ed>
03/ 21/ 12 (H) EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106
03/ 21/ 12 (H Heard & Held

03/ 21/ 12 (H M NUTE( EDC)

03/ 23/ 12 (H EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

JOSEPH BECKFORD, Superi ntendent

Al eutian Regi on School District (ARSD)

Unal aska, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided a presentation regarding the
Al eutian Regi on School District.

M KE HANLEY, Conmi ssioner

Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided coments and responded to
guestions during discussion of HB 330.

ANNETTE KREI TZER, St aff

Representative Al an D ck

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 330, provided
comments on behal f of the sponsor, Representative Dick.

JEAN M SCHEL, Attorney

Legi sl ative Legal Counsel

Legi sl ati ve Legal and Research Services

Legi slative Affairs Agency (LAA)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: As the drafter, responded to questions
during di scussion of HB 330.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:08: 05 AM

CHAIR ALAN DICK called the House Education Standing Conmmttee
nmeeting to order at 8:08 a.m Representatives Dick, P. WIson,

Seat on, and Cissna were present at the «call to order.
Representative Feige arrived as the neeting was in progress.
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PRESENTATI ON: Al euti an Regi on School District
PRESENTATI ON: Al euti an Regi on School District

8:08: 34 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the first order of business would be a
presentation regarding the Al eutian Region School District.

8:09: 02 AM

JOSEPH BECKFORD, Superintendent, Al eutian Region School District
(ARSD), referred to a PowerPoint presentation provided in
menbers' packets, and, remarking on the size of the area served
by the ARSD, explained that its two remaining schools are Yakov
E. Netsvetov School on Atka Island and Adak Public School on
Adak Island; that it closed Nikolski School [on Umak Island] in
2010 due to insufficient enrollnent over two consecutive years;
and that ARSD conmunities serve a critical role with regard to
both telecommunications and transportation. He also relayed
that through an ongoing professional developnment program the
ARSD has aligned its «curriculum wth state and nationa
standards; that as a result, all of its students who' ve passed
the three sections of the qualifying exam are testing at or
above anticipated |levels on standardized tests; that truancy is
not an issue - ARSD students are actively-engaged |earners; and
that declines in conmunity populations have resulted in
enrol I ment declines, thereby raising concerns about how to
mai ntai n prograns and provi de opportunities.

MR. BECKFORD said that the current |ack of broadband Internet
access - which the ARSD could use to supplenent its prograns -
has been a challenge for the ARSD, and that teacher recruitnent,
training, and retention continues to be an issue, particularly
when attenpting to deliver multi-age, mnulti-grade services in
such renot e | ocati ons, t hough regul ar assessnments and
pr of essi onal - devel opnent efforts ensure that state standards are
being net. Furthernore, expansions in the ||ocal seafood
industry - once comunity populations and resulting school
enroll ments begin to trend upward - could address sone of the
probl enms the ARSD has been facing. Students in the ARSD are
wel |l -served by its curriculum and instructional progranms, and
graduates of the ARSD are |living productive lives.

MR. BECKFORD, in response to coments and questions, relayed
that the ARSD has an active cultural program and high
participation rates; that Yakov E. Netsvetov School currently
has 10 students, and Adak Public School currently has 22
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students, with both schools teaching K-12 curricula; that there
has been only one "dropout” in the last twelve years, with all
ot her students having graduated; that ARSD students are doing
well with regard to reaching educational benchmarks; and that
the current lack of broadband Internet access is problemtic,
but acquiring it for the schools would be cost-prohibitive.

[ Menbers then briefly discussed tangential topics.]

HB 330 - STATE EDUCATI ON STANDARDS

8:39:44 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 330, "An Act establishing a Joint Legislative
Task Force on Education Standards; requiring the Departnent of
Labor and W rkforce Developnent to provide information and
resources to the task force; establishing state education
standards; anending the authority of the Departnent of Education
and Early Developnent to adopt education standards; and
providing for an effective date.” [Before the conmttee was the
proposed conmttee substitute (CS) for HB 330, Version 27-
LS1100\E, M schel, 3/20/12, which had been adopted as the work
draft on 3/21/12.]

8:40: 08 AM

M KE HANLEY, Conmm ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent (EED), after assuring the conmttee that the
forthcom ng proposed education standards the state has been
working on for the past two years are not connected to the
federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, expressed
di sfavor with HB 330's proposed l|legislative finding - paragraph
(2), Section 1, Version E - that states education standards are
devel oped only for those who earn a four-year college degree
offering his belief that that statenent isn't true. He opined
that the state's forthcom ng proposed education standards woul d
instead i nprove the situation for all students.

COWMWM SSI ONER HANLEY, in response to questions, offered his
belief that the state's existing education standards already
address the skills necessary to be an entrepreneur; that any
specific curriculum for teaching students how to start their own
busi ness would best be developed at the local Ilevel; and that
establishing separate education "tracks" - [one for only those
students pursuing college, and one for all other students] - as
has been done successfully elsewhere, mght not be the best
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approach in Al aska because the state's |ow student-enroll nment
nunbers - and the resulting limtation on resources - could
force sone schools to focus only on one track, ultimtely
[imting opportunities for students.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON pointed out that education standards
should be consistent for all students regardless of the nunber
of education tracks being offered.

COW SSI ONER HANLEY agr eed.

CHAIR DI CK, speaking as the sponsor of HB 330, expressed
interest in having the state's education standards be devel oped
wi th input from people other than educators.

COW SSI ONER  HANLEY - referring to the provisions of HB 330
which stipulate that the proposed Joint Legislative Task Force
on Sustainable Education ("Task Force") shall submt a report
and proposed legislation to the legislature by Septenber 30,
2013, and that the state Board of Education and Early
Devel opnent ("Board") shall adopt education standards only after
t hey have been vetted in a process to be created by the proposed
Task Force - expressed concern that those provisions could
potentially delay [the adoption of] "higher-level"™ education
standards for several years, offering his belief that to teach
only to existing standards in the nmeantine won't serve the
st udent s.

CHAIR DI CK pointed out, though, that having or not having new
education standards in place won't |limt what can be taught in
Al aska's schools - standards only speak to what students shal
be tested on.

8:.54:.28 AM

ANNETTE KREI TZER, Staff, Representative Alan Dick, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, nmenti oned that she'd discussed Comn ssioner
Hanl ey's concern with the bill drafter, who agrees with her that

under HB 330, the legislature would not be involved with the
creation of the vetting process for proposed education
standards, and thus could not [inadvertently, either through

action or i naction, ] del ay adoption of such standards.
Furthernore, HB 330 contains a sunset date of July 1, 2014, so,
ultimately, the bill's requirements are not going to limt the

[Board] with regard to which particular education standards it
adopt s.
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CHAIR DICK, in response to comments and questions, reiterated
t hat having education standards in place won't limt what can be
t aught in Alaska's schools, merely what students shall
ultimately be tested on.

COM SSI ONER  HANLEY, in response to further coments and
guestions, pointed out that education standards nerely provide a
focus for teachers - the standards thenselves teach nothing.
Utimately it is up to everyone in the comunity, taking all
issues into consideration, to point students in the right
direction with regard to specific curricul um

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON - expressing favor with the concept of
having a task force such as the one HB 330 provides for - asked
that information regarding the fiscal inpact of adopting
education standards be provided to the commttee.

9:07: 55 AM

JEAN M SCHEL, Attorney, Legislative Legal Counsel, Legislative
Legal and Research Services, Legislative Affairs Agency (LAA),
in response to comments and questions, and noting that HB 330 is
tenmporary and would only change uncodified |aw, concurred that
its proposed changes would be repealed on July 1, 2014; that
prior to that sunset date, the Board nust rely upon the Task
Force's forthcomng vetting process; that nothing in the bill
changes statute or the Board' s existing statutory authority to
adopt performance standards; and that in terns of adopting
standards once the provisions of HB 330 sunset, the Board could
sinply resune where it left off prior to the establishnment of
t he Task Force. She noted, though, that a potential separation
of powers issue does arise with HB 330's proposed limtation on
the Board's executive functions, but surmsed that it mght not
be a problem since the proposed Task Force is advisory in
nature and nothing in the bill requires the Board to adopt
standards developed by a legislative body such as the Task
For ce.

CHAIR DI CK opined that the issues discussed denonstrate the need
for a task force that involves stakeholders other than
educat ors.

CHAIR DI CK then cl osed public testinony on HB 330.

REPRESENTATI VE  SEATON  ventured t hat HB 330's pr oposed

| egislative finding - paragraph (1), Section 1, Version E -
stating that education funding support is increasing, mght be
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better changed so as to describe what has occurred in the past,
rather than predicting what will occur in the future; proffered
that the aforenentioned legislative finding that's of concern to
Comm ssioner Hanley warrants further investigation with regard
to its accuracy; and nentioned that he is concerned about any
delay in adopting state education standards pertaining to
| anguage - particularly those related to speaking and listening
skills - characterizing such as critical for Al aska's students.
He also expressed interest in having the proposed Task Force
include a representative fromthe university.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON concurred, opining that it should be
soneone in the field of training future educators.

9:18: 50 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON nade a notion to adopt Conceptual
Amendrment 1, to add to Section 2's subsection (c)(3), after
subpar agraph (D), "a person fromthe university that was head of
the departnent that ... teaches the ... [prospective] teachers
of the state at the university."

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON objected for the purpose of discussion,
and asked whether Conceptual Amendnent 1 would also change
subsection (c)(3) with regard to the total nunber of jointly-
appoi nted nenbers, changing that total - on page 4, line 6 -
from"eight" to "nine".

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON said yes.
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON renoved hi s objection.

CHAIR DICK, noting that there were no further objections,
announced t hat Conceptual Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

9:20: 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON noved to report the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HB 330, Version 27-LS1100\E, M schel,
3/ 20/ 12, as anended, out of committee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no objection, CSHB 330(EDC) was reported from the House
Educati on Standing Comm ttee.

The commttee took an at-ease from9:20 a.m to 9:22 a.m
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[ Upoon coming back to order and prior to adjourning, nmenbers
di scussed ot her topics.]

9:38: 05 AM
ADJ OQURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Education Standing Comnmttee neeting was adjourned at 9:38 a. m
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