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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:02: 03 AM

CHAIR ALAN DICK called the House Education Standing Conmittee
nmeeting to order at 8:02 a.m Present at the call to order were
Represent ati ves Di ck, P. W | son, Seat on, and Fei ge.
Representatives Kawasaki and Pruitt arrived while the neeting

was in progress.

Presentation: Valdez School District

CHAI R DI CK announced that the first order of business would be a
presentation fromthe Val dez School District.

8:03: 07 AM

JACOB JENSEN, Superintendent, Valdez School District, said this
is the first year that Valdez was forced to cancel school due to
snow, but a record snow level of 322 inches was reached by
January 13, 2012, and necessitated this unprecedented neasure

The four snow days will not require an extended school year, as
one day was declared a State energency, and the other three wll
be made-up on Saturdays, as teacher in-service days. He noved

on to the denographics of the area, to point out that the
popul ation is primarily Caucasian, 17 percent are identified as
special needs, and 28 percent of the students count as
econonmi cal | y di sadvant aged and receive a free or reduced | unch.

8:06:15 AM

MR. JENSEN directed attention to the conmttee handout, titled
"Valdez City School District, Wiere the Muntains neet the Sea,"
dated 2/28/12, page 2, to review the graph titled "Sophonore
cl ass SBA [standard based assessnent] results since 3rd grade,"
and explained that students are tracked as a cohort from grades
3-10, providing data for analyses. The junior class results are
graphed simlarly, with data beginning in the 4th grade. He
then proceeded through a series of graphs to indicate the
district report card on reading, witing, and rmathematic
assessnents. He pointed out the precipitous drop in nmath
scores, for 2011, and explained that it was due to the
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retirenent of a senior mathenatics teacher. A new curriculum
math course has been inplemented to assist in raising the

scores, which proves to be the nobst challenging subject. He
reviewed a nunber of "District Report Card" graphs to illustrate
the progress being made in the core subjects, and identify
subj ect/grade areas that are a focus for inprovenent. The test
scores tend to drop with age, and he conjectured that the ol der
students may not apply thenselves as well. The attendance rate
is 93 percent, and graduation fluctuates from 88-96 percent;
however, every student wth a disability I1EP [individua
education progran] graduated in 2011. Several students have

continued as fifth and sixth year seniors to conplete their
certificate.

8:10: 02 AM

MR. JENSEN reviewed the fiscal year (FY) 10 - FY 13 city and
state financial contributions to the district, and pointed out
that the <city funding has been a significant factor for
mai nt ai ni ng the school budget. The FY 13 budget is projected to
be approximately $575,000 |ess, and cuts are being considered
He pointed out that the utility costs increase about $200, 000
each year, and represents a major portion of the deficit.

8:11: 29 AM

MR. JENSEN reported that the teaching staff is very stable.
Over half have of the 44 certificated enployees have been in
place for 16 years and the nmmjority have a naster's degree in
educati on. He said the teachers are continually seeking
possi ble neans for enhancing the education of the students.
Consideration is currently being given to a four day school
week, an idea that first energed about 15 years ago. Changi ng
to a four day week would not be done for nonetary purposes, as
there would be little advantage, but travel is a large part of a
student's life in Val dez. He said that on any given Friday 30
percent of the student body may be away from class for sport
related activities, nedical, or other personal reasons. A
commttee has been fornmed to research this innovation and bring
a reconmmrendation to the board.

8:13:12 AM
MR. JENSEN said high school enrollnment has been steady, about
225, for at least four years. Interest has grown in the area of

career and technical education (CTE), and in 2010 a culinary
arts program was added. Al so, Valdez H gh School is continuing
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a dual credit partnership with Prince WIIliam Sound Conmunity

Coll ege; a program begun in 1995. He highlighted points
regarding G lson Junior Hi gh, beginning with the school notto
which is "Success is the only Option." The current enroll nent

is 99, slightly down from the |last four years. He pointed out
that the GIlson building is the oldest school facility in
Val dez. It was built in 1964, and a current bonding nmeasure is
being entered into with the city to replace the Good Friday
eart hquake vintage structure. A uni que classroom option exists
at Glson which allows students to attend their core curricul um
courses in either a same sex, or traditional coeducational

setting. He reported that the sane sex classes are very popul ar
and students appreciate the mnimzation of the social

distractions comon in a coed room Anot her popul ar feature is
the After the Bell Program which provides mddle school

students wth afterschool tutoring. Reporting on Hernon
Hut chens El enentary School, he said the current enrollnment has
remai ned steady at about 350, and provides prograns from pre-K
t hrough grade six. The pre-K program has a majority of specia

needs students, as it was initially established as an early
intervention program to serve developnentally delayed children
ages three through five, with sone typical peers in attendance;

now an area requiring expansion. The grade school has extra
enrichment classes, with full tinme staffing for prograns in the
areas of technol ogy, physi cal educati on, positive action
counseling, library, and nusic, as well as a full time Extended
Learning Opportunities Teacher (gifted/tal ented).

8:16:41 AM

MR. JENSEN reported that the district hired a curriculum and
instruction director |ast year and work has ensued to review the
top three schools in the nation, and Blue Ri bbon Schools of
Excellence, in order to identify any applicable nodels for
adopti on. The district is scheduled to begin another six year
curriculum cycle, which ensures that the schools are utilizing
current research and that best practices are enployed. St af f
retention is high, and Val dez does not |ack good applicants when
openi ngs are announced, thus ensuring top notch teachers. He
finished with an instruction tineline to indicate the nunber of
hours/days above the state requirement that the students of
Val dez attend class; between 2 and 7 hours and 13 and 62 days,
dependi ng on the grade | evel.

8:18: 05 AM
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CHAIR DI CK noted that a four day school week is being considered
and what sort of reception the idea is receiving from the
comunity.

MR. JENSEN provided that the response has not indicated nuch

m ddl e ground. Parents are weither very excited for the
opportunity, or oppose the idea altogether, with the percentages
indicating 80 positive and 20 negative, thus far. Conmmuni ty
meetings will be held to address the concerns that are being

gathered, prior to a formal recommendation being made to the
school board.

8:19:49 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON referred to the junior high school and
noted that each student has a personal education plan in which
t hey establish goals and devel op neans for attainnent. She said
this appears to be a program unique to Glson, and asked how it
is acconplished, as well as whether it is worth recomending to
other districts.

MR. JENSEN said, "It's a wonderful program” Each student
entering grade seven neets with their teachers and principal to
di scuss interests and goals. Test scores are reviewed, and the
teachers work continuously with individual students to deliver
the support needed to attain the goals that they have
est abl i shed. He said it requires additional effort, and not
having a counselor in position has nmade it nore challenging;
however, he highly recommends it to any school that can manage

the staff. To a followup question he said that the teachers
are primarily managing to continue the program and the
principals are involved. The smaller size of the school is

hel pful, he said, and agreed to keep the commttee apprised of
the situation and provide a perfornmance conpari son of the recent
two years of the program one year with a counselor and one
wi t hout .

[ Chair Dick passed the gavel to Representative Seaton. ]

8:22:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noted that Glson has a nentoring,
advi sory, reading, study skills (MARS) program and asked
whether it 1is coordinated, or overlaps, wth the personal

education planning tine; does each student neet one on one wth
an advi sor/teacher throughout their career at the school.
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MR. JENSEN responded that MARS is a pseudo honeroom structure
where students have an opportunity to sit in smaller groups and
di scuss study skill issues, career plans, and directional needs
on an intimate level with the teacher. To foll ow up questions,
he said that the student groups do not remain static from grade
seven to grade eight, and have a change of teachers as well
Regarding the integration of WrkKeys, he said the testing has
been advantageous and that students are aware that a notation
will be made on their graduation certificate in conjunction with
t he program

Confirmati on Hearings: Professional Teaching Practices
Conmi ssi on

8:25:26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON announced that the next order of business
would be confirmation hearings for the Professional Teaching
Practices Conm ssi on.

8:26:18 AM

LOU S PONDOLFI NO, Appointee, provided a brief biography of his
experience as a teacher, principal, and a blue collar worker.
He expressed interest in continuing to serve on the conm ssion
for a second term stating that the work is inportant and
interesting, as well as part of what he considers to be his
prof essi onal responsibility.

REPRESENTATI VE = SEATON asked for a description of t he
conmi ssion's duti es.

MR. PONDOLFI NO responded that the primary task is to hear, and
determne the nerit of, ethic conplaints |odged against
certificated professionals, as well as inpose the appropriate
| evel of sanctions, if warranted. The cases are presented three
times annually; hearings are held and deci sions are nade.

8:28: 48 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked for an estimate of the nunber of
cases per year.

MR. PONDOLFI NO responded that few cases require a full hearing

as sanctions are not generally contested. Sanctions are
recommended, or brokered, by the executive director with the
named professional and an agreenent is usually reached and the
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decisions are only reviewed by the conm ssion. Per haps three
cases per year are heard in their entirety for a ruling by the
conmi ssi on. He said, on an annual basis, anywhere from one to
three dozen cases nmy be | odged. Ethics violations run the
gamut from a breach of contract, which is the primary issue, to
i nappropri ate behavi or by a teacher.

8:31:52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether the conmm ssion considers
i ssues of underperformance by a teacher

MR.  PONDOLFINO answered that the comm ssion hears ethical
| apses, but teacher performance is a contract issue and handl ed
by the appropriate district.

8:32: 59 AM

The committee took an at-ease from8:32 a.m to 8:43 a.m

[ Represent ati ve Seaton passed the gavel back to Chair Dick.]
8:43: 28 AM

JILL EXE, Appointee, Professional Teaching Practices Conmm ssion,
provided a brief history of her 19 year teaching experience in
Al aska and said she has always been an advocate for due process,
which is the focus of the conmm ssion.

8:44:54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON inquired about her current teaching
posi tion.

M5. EXE said she is teamteaching in a m ddle school
8:45: 20 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE noted that she left a teaching position in
Houst on, Texas, and asked about her interest in relocating to
Bar r ow.

M5. EXE said that she left her hone state of Mntana and
travel ed during her final year at university, which expanded her
view of the world. She said her interest in teaching in a |arge
city was satisfied by her experience in the netropolitan area of
Houst on. When famly circunstances called her hone to Montana,
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she began <cultivating an interest to teach in a totally
different setting. She said she has since noved from Barrow to
the smaller village of Kaktovik, and noted: "M/ students and |
wat ch Pol ar bear out of our classroom wi ndow, and we're happy as
pigs in nud."

8:47:43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PRU TT noved to advance the confirmations for
appointees referred to the House Education Standing Conmittee
for consideration to the joint session of the House and Senate
for consideration. He noted that each nmenber's signature on the
commttee's report in no way reflects the nmenber's vote during
the joint floor session. There being no objection, the
confirmations were advanced.

HB 330- STATE EDUCATI ON STANDARDS

8:48: 09 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 330, "An Act establishing a Joint Legislative
Task Force on Education Standards; requiring the Departnment of
Labor and W rkforce Developnment to provide information and
resources to the task force; establishing state education
standards; anending the authority of the Departnent of Education
and Early Developnment to adopt education standards; and
providing for an effective date."

8:48: 46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON requested that the commttee have an
opportunity to hear from a representative of the Departnent of
Labor & Workforce Devel opnent (DOLWD), for an official opinion
on HB 330.

8:49: 20 AM

M KE HANLEY, Conmm ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent  (EED), pointed out that previous testifiers,
Superintendents Stewart McDonald and Peggy Cowan [heard
2/ 24/ 12], from Kodi ak and t he North Sl ope districts
respectively, have each had five staff nenbers contribute to the
two year process of devel oping the proposed standards. Another
point of clarity, he said is that followng the deliberate,
exhaustive devel opnent process, once the standards are adopted,
a w ndow of four years is necessary prior to student assessnent,
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which will occur in 2016. Moral and |egal standards require an
appropriate period of time to elapse in order for students to
assimlate the new curriculum prior to being admnistered a
st andards based assessnent (SBA). From the previous hearing, he
noted that there was sone confusion regarding the difference
between curriculum and standards, and that discussion also
ensued regarding CTE (career and technical education), as well
as interest in the STEM (science, technology, engineering and
mat hemati cs) program He said nodels for CTE exist in severa
districts, and STEM as well as other engineering prograns, are
offered in many high school s. Additionally, the ANSEP (Al aska
Native Science Education Program has been experiencing
remar kabl e  success, and educating beyond the established
st andar ds.

8:52:34 AM

COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY said that the vetting process, currently in
use, was established in statute by the legislature, and placed
in regulation by the departnent. The process requires
submi ssion to the State Board of Education and allows for a
three nonth public comment period, which in the case of the
proposed standards has been extended to six nonths. During the
six nonth period, the departnment has requested that the nenbers
of the state system of support, which includes rural content
coaches, to share the standards contents in the comunities they
serve, and provide feedback. The departnent has schedul ed
public neetings in five of the largest communities, to address
the specific focus on business and working careers. He stressed
that the current standards devel opnent process is open to al

st akehol ders. Specific to HB 330, he observed that the
departnment would like to see university and educators listed as
menbers for the task force. Additionally, representatives
appear to be mssing in fields which include: bi ol ogi st s,

engi neers, architects, and other higher |evel positions.

CHAIR DI CK recall ed having indicated, at a previous hearing, the
need for an anendment to insert the nmenti oned stakehol ders.

8:56:22 AM
REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON asked:
If we want to acconplish what Representative Dick

wants to acconplish, ... we don't have to change the
standards, we need to change the curricul um
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COWM SSI ONER HANLEY indicated that in committee conversations a
mel ding of the two ternms has occurred, and confusion appears to
exi st regarding CTE, curriculum and standards. H gh standards
can be maintained through a CTE nodel, he explained, and said
that the standards are the target, and curriculum represents the
means for attaining the target. To a followup question, he
clarified that CTE was fornmerly referred to as vocationa
education, and includes a nunber of academes in the state.
Further, he offered that the standards represent the target for
the skills that a student is to master prior to graduation, and
curriculum is the vehicle used to attain those skills. The
curriculum my take many fornms, including the vocationa
education nodel, or the STEM program

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked whether these considerations
speak for or against HB 330.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY responded that the departnent's concern is
that the current, open, exhaustive process may be suppl anted by
a different method determned by the limted list of nenbers
seated on the task force proposed in HB 330.

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked about the nunber of responses
recei ved since the opening of the public coment period.

COMM SSI ONER HANLEY estimated | ess than 100 responses have been
received through the on-line system available on departnent's
web site. He pointed out that two webi nars have been held, and
declined to estinmate the nunber of participants.

9:01: 02 AM

CHAIR DI CK requested that the departnent identify the responses
as educators versus non-educators.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked about t he tineline f or
assessnents of the standards.

COM SSI ONER HANLEY said it is a four year process, to enable
students to be taught the re-witten curriculum as aligned with
the new standards prior to the admnistration of an SBA based on
the retailored information.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON assuned that the exit exam would al so

require updating to the new standards, along with the SBA, at a
substantial cost to the state.
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COW SSI ONER HANLEY concurred that the exit examwill need to be
aligned as well with the new goal

9:02: 43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE opined that the bill represents a chall enge
to the existing philosophy of the entire standards system
Conparing education to a manufacturing system he suggested that
if the schools were creating a product for custonmers, then the
standards represent the specifications for the product.

COMM SSI ONER HANLEY said yes, if students are to be considered a
pr oduct .

REPRESENTATI VE FEIGE continued to say that the manufacturing
process leads to an end product and in the industrial world the
specifications would be established by the custoner; wdgets are
designed for the consuner. The current nmeans by which the
educational standards are set is akin to the nmanufacturing
conpany setting the specifications for the product rather than
t he consuner. Using this anal ogy, he said he would support the
bill based on this |ogical concept.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY stated that if the design process is for a
product being manufactured for a specific purpose the logic
woul d hold, but opening doors for the variety of students that
are noving through the educational system is the departnent's
responsibility; providing as many opportunities as possible to
st udent s. | f the custoners/enployers provided specifications,
he said it would be inportant not to settle on the |east common
denom nator, but to seek a foundational |evel that would keep
all doors open and available for student's choice. He opi ned
that there is a danger in making a high |evel decision based on
assunptions for what career interests a student m ght choose,
whi ch could result in closing doors to other possibilities.

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE queried whether a solution mght be to

wite specifications for <creating a flexible product, as
achi eved through broad standards, such as: needs to be able to
read and understand, and needs to be able to conpute math. He

said, "You d want to teach these widgets to think on their own.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY indicated that potentially that nmay be
pl ausi bl e, but exam ning specific situations would be necessary
to see if the approach could be used successfully. He said the
current standards are considered to be broad. Further, he
poi nted out that the foundational skills that are taught, which
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will allow a student to conpete in the world today, require
cl ose scrutiny.

9:08:17 AM

CHAIR DICK indicated a four page handout, available in the
packet, listing the contributors who have participated in the
witing and vetting of the [proposed] standards. He pointed out
that, save for one entry, the participants nanmed are al

educational institutions or educators, and he requested the
departnment to supply a supplenental list that would indicate
ot her contri butors. Educators are the best source for delivery

of information, but the know edge of what information needs to
be inparted requires sourcing from outside of the educationa
field. An educator, like a flight attendant, my know how to
deliver a service, but would not know how to build the airplane,
he opi ned. Individuals from the working sector nay have
specific information to contribute to help in creating a clear
and inspirational pathway for students. He said he has
participated in witing standards, and it 1is a painstaking,
perfecting process; however, he nmintained that students should
be able to understand how a lesson in the classroomrelates to

and will be applied in, the workforce. The di sconnect that
occurs, may be the cause of one third of the state's high school
students dropping out. He then nmade a series of inquiries

regar di ng NCLB: To what extent is the state under pressure to
adopt the proposed standards in order to get a waiver to NCLB
is EED seeking a waiver; and if the state doesn't conply wth
NCLB what will be the cost.

COWM SSI ONER  HANLEY answered that the developnent of the
standards has not been pressured by NCLB. He explained that the
federal government has increased the bar for NCLB conpliance
every year, which will culmnate in 2014, when districts are
expected to be in 100 percent conpliance. The U.S. Departnent
of Education has offered waivers to NCLB conpliance; however
there is a separate set of accountability criteria involved in
t he waiver process. The passage of HB 330 would preclude the
departnent being eligible for the waiver, as one of the criteria
is to have adequate standards in place, and the current
standards do not neet the college and career ready requirenents.
The governnent has set up rolling deadlines to submt waiver
applications; one just passed, and the next one wll be in
Sept enber, 2012.

9:14:53 AM
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CHAIR DICK pointed out that the waiver requires a teacher's
evaluation to be linked to student performance, and he voiced
objection to that approach.

COWMWM SSI ONER  HANLEY agreed that it is not an appropriate
measure, especially in Al aska where teacher retention is a ngjor
concern. Tradi ng one NCLB nodel for another is not the answer
he said, which is why the departnment has noved deliberately and
t houghtful ly, rather than rushing, to secure a waiver.

9:16: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON suggested that the conmmttee dwell on
the fact that Wshington [D.C.] does not consider Alaska's
standards to be good enough, and conjectured that a federal
t ake-over could occur. She asked how the proposed standards
differ from the current standards; were benchmarks just raised
or are there specific changes.

COM SSI ONER HANLEY answered that 64 percent of high school
graduates require renediation classes to enter college, and
enpl oyers report that graduates entering the workforce don't

have adequate basic skills to neet job requirenents. The
departnment had these facts as a foundation of wunderstanding,
when the revision of the standards was undertaken. The NAEP

(Nati onal Assessnent Educational Progress) scores of the state's
grade four students placed Alaska in the bottom 10 percent of
the nation, wth sonme inprovenent indicated in the grade eight
exans; however it indicates that students are not neasuring up
with what is taking place outside of Al aska. The Common Core
Standards were referenced in developing the proposed standards
in order to align to sone degree with the nation. Alaska chose
not to adopt the Common Core Standards as a whole, but
nmodi fications have been made to incorporate inportant aspects
and the required rigor, he said.

9:20: 20 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON stressed the need to have the standards
raised to a level that will alleviate the renediation issue.
Further, she said it is inportant to understand that setting the
standards, does not preclude witing curriculumthat is relevant
and neets the needs of Al askan students. She said it is
inmportant for lessons to relate directly to students and provide
an aspect of hope, which is critical to a child.

9:22:51 AM
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[Chair Dick passed the gavel to Representative Pruitt.]
9:22:58 AM

The commttee took an at-ease from9:22 a.m to 9:23 a.m
9:23:23 AM

CHAI R ALAN DI CK, Al aska State Legislature directed attention to
the commttee packet, and the docunent titled "The 2012 Brown
Center Report on Anerican Education: How Well Are Anerican
Students Learni ng?", distributed by the Brown Center on
Education Policy at Brookings, and said the report offers an
analysis of the wdely adopted Conmon Core State Standards,
endorsed by the U S. Departnent of Education, and whether the
rigor of the standards actually has an effect on student
per f or mance. Referring in turn to nunbered, highlighted,
sections on pages 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 7, 11, 12, 13, and 14, he
par aphrased excerpts from the report, which read [original
punct uation provided]:

Page 3: Despite all the noney and effort devoted to
devel oping the Common Core State Standards - not to
mention the sinmmrering controversy over their adoption
in several states - the study foresees little to no
i npact on student | earning.

Page 4: Data on the effects of those standards are
anal yzed to produce three findings. 1) The quality of
state standards, as indicated by the well-known
ratings from the Fordham Foundation, is not related to
state achievenent. 2) The rigor of state standards

as neasured by how high states place the cut point for
students to be deened proficient, is also unrelated to
achi evenent . 3) The ability of standards to reduce
variation in achievenment, in other words to reduce
di fferences in achievenent, is also weak.

Page 7: The push for conmon education standards
argues that all American students should study a
comon curriculum take conparable tests to neasure
their learning, and have the results interpreted on a
common scal e. The comon curriculum conparabl e
tests, and standardized performance levels - is
necessary. No one or two of them can stand al one for
the project to succeed.
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Page 8: Three Theorized Effects. Let's call this the
"quality theory." The second idea is that the Common
Core sets higher expectations than current state
standards, the assunption being that cut points on the
new assessnments will be set at a higher level than
states currently set on their own tests. The third
hypothesis is that standardization yields its own
ef ficiencies.

Andrew Porter conpared the Common Core to existing
state standards and international standards from ot her
countries and concluded that the Conmmon Core does not
represent much i nprovenent.

Page 9: [In October 2009, a colleague at Brookings,
G over "Russ" Wi t ehur st , i nvesti gat ed] whet her
quality ratings for state standards, as judged by the
two nost cited ratings (from the Anerican Federation
of Teachers and Fordham Foundation), are correlated
with state NAEP [National Assessnent Educationa
Progress] scores. Witehurst found they are not.
States with weak content standards score about the
same on NAEP as those with strong standards.

Page 10: According to Fordham sone states inproved
their standards in 2006 while others adopted weaker
standards in 2006 than they had back in 2000. Are
changes in the quality of standards related to changes
in achievement? Again, the answer is that they are
not (correlation coefficient of 0.08). States wth
hi gher nore rigorous cut points did not have stronger
NAEP scores than states with | ess rigorous cut points.

Page 11: Did states that raised the bar also perform
better? And did states that |owered the bar perform
wor se? Correlation coefficients for 8th grade are

near zero.
The third theory concerns standardization. For the
Common Core novenent , attaining greater
st andardi zati on of educat i onal out cones 'S an
i nportant goal. The two previous analyses indicate
that it is unlikely that common standards w Il boost

performance; however, it is possible for the national
average on NAEP to renmain stable while variation is
reduced.

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE - 16- February 29, 2012



In terns of state NAEP scores, variation conmes in two

forns: vari ation between states and variation within
st at es. Wthin-state variation, on the other hand,
remai ns unaffected by comon standards. And despite
t hat , every state has t r emendous W thin-state
variation in achievenent. Schools that score at the

top of the world on international assessnents are
within a short car trip, sonetinmes wthin a short
subway ride, from schools that score at the |evel of
the world's | owest achieving nations.

Page 12: The findings are clear. Most variation on
NAEP occurs wthin states not between them The
variation within states is four to five times |arger
than the variation between states.

What effect will the Comon Core have on national
achi evenent ? The analysis presented here suggests
very little inpact.

Page 13: Two | essons can be drawn from the analysis
above. First, do not expect nuch from the Common
Cor e. Standards in education are best understood as
aspirational, and like a strict diet or prudent plan
to save noney for the future, they represent good
intentions that are not often realized.

Di stinctions wer e dr awn anong t he i nt ended,
i npl emented, and achieved curricul uns. The i ntended
curriculum is enbodied by standards; it 1is what

governments want students to |earn

What is crucial is the distance between the intended
curriculum and the two curriculuns bel ow The
i npl enmented curriculumis what teachers teach

The attained curriculumis what students | earn.

The Common Core will [sit on top of the inplenented
and attained curriculunms, and notw thstanding future
efforts to beef up the standards' power to penetrate
to the core of schooling,] they probably fail to
dramatically affect what goes on in the thousands of
districts and tens of thousands of schools that they
seek to influence.
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Page 14: Just as the glow of consensus surrounding
NCLB [No Child Left Behind Act] faded after a few
years, cracks are now appearing in the wall of support
for the Common Core.

Don't let the ferocity of the oncom ng debate fool
you. The enpirical evidence suggests that the Conmon
Core will have little effect in American students'
achi evenent . The nation will have to | ook elsewhere
for ways to inprove its schools.

9:32: 00 AM

CHAIR DICK recalled that questions have arisen regarding the
di fferences between content and performance standards, as well
as grade |evel expectations (G.Es). He referred to the
commttee packet handout titled "Alaska Content Standards -
MATHEMATI CS, " not dated, nunbered as page 9, and paraphrased the
segnent | abeled "A/ " to establish the overarching concept of the
section, which read [original punctuation provided]:

A student should understand nathemati cal facts,
concepts, principles, and theories.

CHAIR DICK continued in the same section, with the enunerated
performance standards, which indicate achievenents that are to
be attained by a student who neets the content standards. He
directed attention to the sixth point, and paraphrased the
| anguage which read [original punctuation provided]:

6) collect, organize analyze, interpret, represent,
and fornul ate questions about data and nake reasonabl e
and usef ul predi cati ons about t he certainty,

uncertainty, or inpossibility of an event.

CHAIR DICK turned to the page nunbered as 97, to draw attention
to the section titled "MATH GRADES 7-10, Content Standard A"
with a subset titled "Statistics and Probability,"” and pointed
out the sets of requirenents specific to grades 7-8, and 9-10.
He then directed attention to the final page, nunbered as 98,
and the section titled "Analysis and Central Tendency" and
"Probability," for grade 10, to paraphrase the requirenent,
whi ch read [original punctuation provided]:

The student denonstrates an ability to analyze data
(conpari ng, expl ai ni ng, i nterpreting, eval uati ng,
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maki ng predi ctions, descri bi ng trends; dr awi ng,
formul ating, or justifying conclusions) by ...

CHAIR DICK said the GEs are specific for each grade,
representing an area that requires intense devel opnent. Movi ng
to the "Probability," section for grade 10, he paraphrased the
requi renent, which read [original punctuation provided]:

The student denonstrates a conceptual understandi ng of
probability and counting techni ques by

[10] S& 5 explaining in words or identifying the

di fference bet ween experi ment al and t heoreti cal
probability of i ndependent or dependent events
(M6. 4.5)

[10] S&P-6 analyzing data to make predictions about
the probability of independent or dependent events as
a basis for solving real -work problens (M. 4.5)

9:34: 58 AM

CHAIR DICK said this illustrates the overarching concept,
relating to the performance standards, as well as the GQGEs,
whi ch establish at what grade level the student wll perform
increnents of the standards. In response to a conmttee

guestion, he explained that the bracketed and parenthetic codes
are a cross reference to the content and performnce standards.
Basically, he said, it is inportant to understand the hierarchy
that beginning with the overarching concept, followed by the
performance standards for the concept, and finally the
established GLEs for each grade |evel.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON established that the teacher reviews
the standards and translates the GHEs into |essons for
application in the classroom

CHAIR DI CK said yes, and enphasized that it can be difficult to
formul ate neaningful, interesting |esson plans. He reported
that in Barrow the adm nistrators devel oped a nodel by defining
a whole Inupiat person, and then reverse engineered the result
to arrive at an applicable curriculum He opined that from his
experience of observing the process he could only describe it as
difficult as an English speaker attenpting to translate a
docunent written in the German |anguage into Chinese; basically
pai nf ul
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REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON noted that the concepts and standards
appear to be vague and asked whether the curriculumis as well.

CHAIR DICK said that the curriculumis adopted by each district,

and the departnent is adamant that the curriculum wll be
aligned to the standards. He suggested that the best teacher in
Al aska, located in a rural setting, <could vary in the

translation of the previously noted GLE, creating a disparity in
t he expected outcone of the SBA scores. The curriculum needs to
be aligned with the standards; however, steps should also be
taken to ensure that the SBA is aligned with the formative and
sumat i ve evaluations the teachers enploy; formative being a
quiz or test to determne progress of understanding, and the

summative being a unit test or md-term exam It would be
hel pful if the state were to conpare sone of the existing
formative and summative assessnents with the SBA to ensure
al i gnment . He opined that asking soneone to describe or draw a

dog would elicit a variety of responses, and questioned whether
t he national developers of the SBA would accept these variances
as correct, or would the scores be skewed based on the expected
nor m

9:39: 35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON questi oned whet her the concept of allow ng
teachers to apply a variety of «curriculum would dispel the
ability to conduct neaningful SBAs. If the assessnment is
measuring the principles being taught, is that constrained by
allowing variability in the methods used by teachers to deliver
the required principles in relevant | esson plans. He stated his
understanding of the difference in the two concepts being
espoused: 1) State assessnent of what is taught, while allow ng
flexibility in the curriculum used to deliver the required
principles established in the standards and G.Es; versus 2) the
necessity for curriculum to be wuniform in order to be
nmeasur abl e on a statew de assessnent.

9:41: 13 AM

CHAIR DI CK conjectured that 7,000 teachers in the state struggle
with that question every day; however, he said a standardized,
scripted curriculumis not what he is advocating. He added that
it mght also be helpful if parents were able to read and
conprehend the standards.

9:42:46 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE PRUI TT established that the Al askan standards
were last revised in 2006, and he asked whether ADD (attention
deficit disorder) was prevalent or other distractions existed,
such as cell phones in the classroom He suggested that
continually changing the standards creates a <challenge for
teachers and students, and may cause conplications.

9:43: 55 AM

CHAIR DICK recalled the request, made by Superintendent
McDonal d, for a stationary target.

REPRESENTATI VE PRU TT commented on the inportance of allow ng
adequate time for neasurable changes to energe, once standards
are adopt ed.

9:44: 26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON questioned why the standards were
changed in 2006, and whether it was connected with a requirenent
for NCLB conpli ance.

CHAI R DI CK def err ed.
9: 45: 08 AM

CHAIR DICK referred to the commttee handout titled "Al aska Hi gh
School Mathematics Standards,” hand |abeled P.1, to paraphrase
from the opening, instructional paragraph, which read [origina
punct uati on provided]:

The high school standards specify the mathematics that
all students should study in order to be career ready.
Addi tional mathematics that students should learn in
order to take advanced courses such as calculus,
advanced statistics, or discrete mathematics 1is
i ndi cated by the synbol +.

CHAIR DICK noted that every student is required to learn the
mat hematical principles set forth in the handout, for SBA
scoring purposes, as well as to pass the HSGQE. Begi nni ng under
the heading "Simlarity, R ght Triangles, and Trigononetry,"

with the subheading "Understand simlarity in terns of
simlarity transformations,” he paraphrased the principle to be
addr essed, which read as follows [ origi nal punct uati on
provi ded] :
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1. Verify experinmentally the properties of dilations

given by a center and scale factor: a. A dilation
takes a line not passing through the center of the
dilation to a parallel line, and |eaves a |ine passing

t hrough the center unchanged.

CHAIR DICK directed attention further down the sane page to the
subheading "Wite expressions in equivalent forns to solve
probl ens,"” and paraphrased the directive, which read [origina
punct uation provided]:

3. b. Conplete the square in a quadratic expression to
reveal the maxi mum or mnimum value of the function it
defines. For exanple,

9:46: 49 AM

CHAIR DICK said that he worked out the exanple provided, in
order to gain a clear understanding of what was being required,
and suggested that what is represented is actually curriculum
not standards, and said this point was also brought to his
attention by a nunber of teachers. The difference in standards
and curriculum is the degree of specificity. He referred to
exanples in the handout on succeeding pages to paraphrase
additional math principles that every high school student in
Alaska is required to attain, calling attention to the page
| abel ed P.3, under the heading "Trigononetric Functions,” and
the subheading "Extend the domain of trigononetric functions
using the wunit circle,” to paraphrase the instructions, which
read [original punctuation provided]:

2. Explain how the unit circle in the coordinate plane
enables the extension of trigononetric functions to

all real nunbers, interpreted as radian neasures of
angles traversed counterclockwi se around the unit
circle.

CHAI R DI CK enphasi zed that every student is required to pass an
assessnment indicating the conprehension of this principle;
i ncl udi ng speci al needs students. He turned to the page | abel ed
P.4, noting that the exanples being highlighted do not include
the "+" sign; hence these requirenents are not directed to
advanced placenent or pre-calculus students. He directed
attention to the heading "Congruence,” with a subheading "Prove
geonetric theorens," to paraphrase the instructions, which read
[original punctuation provided]:
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9. Using nethods of proof including direct, indirect,
and counter exanples to prove theorens about |ines and
angl es. Theorens i ncl ude: vertical angles are
congruent; when a transversal crosses parallel |ines,
alternate interior angl es are congr uent and
corresponding angles are congruent; points on a
per pendi cul ar bisector of a line segnent are exactly
t hose equidistant fromthe segnent’'s endpoints.

CHAIR DICK drew attention to the page |abeled P.5, and the
heading titled "G ade 8," to paraphrase the requirenent, which
read [original punctuation provided]:

Anal yze and solve linear equations and pairs of
si mul t aneous |i near equati ons.

CHAIR DICK recalled that in the 1960's this was a | esson taught
in the third year of high school as part of the Al gebra 11
curricul um

9:49: 23 AM

CHAIR DICK recalled that the Brookings Institute article pointed
out how higher standards do not act I|ike a vacuum cleaner,
sucking students up to a higher point of know edge. St udent
performance is linked to a nyriad of inportant aspects

i ndependent of hi gher standards, he opined.
9: 50: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON established that the hand nunbered pages
were extracted from a draft of the proposed high school
mat hemati cs standards, as well as the grade 8 GLEs.

9:51: 00 AM

CHAIR DICK indicated a two page commttee handout with a top
line reading ">$1.2B/Year Educational Budget built upon the
foundation of the Standards.", and directed attention to the
bottom Iine |abeled "The Foundation,” to state that the
departnment has estimated a cost of $270,000 to develop the
proposed standards, during 2010-2011; the highlights of today's
neet i ng. Additionally, EED anticipates $5-7 mllion wll be
required to develop assessnent tools, the SBAs and HSGQEs, to
determ ne achi evenent by the students. Further, an annual cost
of $7 mllion will be expended on the assessments, which over
the six year cycle for standards wll accrue to approximtely
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$40 mllion. The cost for textbooks and curriculum as well as
prof essi onal devel opnment for inplementation of the proposed
standards is in question and not estimated on the handout.
Finally, addressing the top line, he said the education budget
is $1.2 billion per year, or $7.2 billion over a 6 year cycle,
representing a massive superstructure being wupheld by the
original foundation; the $270,000 devel opment of the standards.
He opined that the foundation is not stable or adequate to
support the budget. To illustrate where students may be going,
he turned to the second page of the handout, and said the bottom
line represents 100 percent of the grade nine students in
Al aska. Continuing up the page, he remi nded the commttee that
reports indicate the follow ng: one third of high school

students wll dropout and two thirds will graduate, 40 percent
of the high school graduates wll continue on to attend a
post secondary program and 60 percent do not continue in an
educational setting. Arriving at the top of the page, he
expl ained that the short top line of the chart represents the 7
percent of the ninth grade students who are reported to graduate
hi gh school, attend a postsecondary program and graduate with a
four year degree, in a six year time frane. He said that the
standards are helpful to the seven percent who will aspire to a
four year degree, but, he opined, the remaining [93 percent] are
collateral danmage to the system The decision nmakers are highly
educated individuals who may not relate to success that is not
simlarly equated, he suggested, stating that success is not
reliant on a coll ege degree. He underscored the inportance for
devel opi ng the best possible standards, particularly in |ight of
the nmassive budget that will be structured using the standards
as a foundation. Considering the ramfications, he suggested
proceeding with the utnost care and caution to achieve optimal

ef fectiveness. Finally, he revisited the intent behind HB 330

which is to have the standards vetted through a process that
woul d include meani ngful involvenent wth people from industry.
Lastly, he stressed that the criteria for every standard should

be that it contains a denonstrable, real life application, and
opined that the root cause, of the dropout rate and |ack of
engagenent, is that students cannot perceive a connection
bet ween school |essons and "real life."

9:58: 15 AM

JACK  WALSH, Superi nt endent , Bri st ol Bay School District,
testified in opposition to HB 330, and suggested that
assunptions are being made which may not be accurate. He said
the Bristol Bay School represents a typical rural facility,
where the 150 students are doing fairly well, wth a high
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turnover anong the 15 nmenbers of the teaching staff; thus facing
many of the sane chal |l enges as other Bush school s. He said his
concern is that HB 330 was devel oped on two primary assunptions:
1) EED is failing in their duties to the children of the state,
and school districts; and 2) schools are failing. The openi ng
lines of the bill that call for responsibilities being shifted
fromEED to DOLVWD nmay create a situation that is not in the best
interest of either departnent, as well as the Al aska Public, he
opi ned. It is inportant to have the standards devel oped by
those with the greatest ability to identify requirenment needs
for graduates; expertise which likely resides wthin EED. The
departnment's process involves perhaps 50 or nore people,
increasing the capacity of the review comrittee to arrive at
standards that will have positive effects on the greatest nunber
of students. He referred to the sponsor's statement that the
standards are set to serve the seven percent of the students who
will conplete high school and continue on to conplete a four
year college degree, to suggest that the statistic may be
erroneous. In Bristol Bay, he reported, the mgjority of high
school graduates are able to successfully pursue interests in
i ndustry, famly business, or higher education. The standards
are adequate to provide these students with an array of options.
Standards reviews are inportant, and the federal governnent
requi renents nust be considered, but, he pointed out, a great
many schools are performng above the standards in many areas
through the use of the system that is in place due to the
efforts of the educators involved, as well as EED. He asked the
committee to proceed with caution.

[ Representative Pruitt passed the gavel back to Chair Dick.]
CHAI R DI CK announced that public testinony would renmain open.
[HB 330 was hel d over. ]

10: 04: 28 AM

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Educati on Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 10:04 a. m
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