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02/ 27/ 12 (H EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106
W TNESS REG STER

M KE BRAVWNER, Superi nt endent

None School District

None, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided the presentation from the None
School District.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:06: 09 AM

CHAIR ALAN DICK called the House Education Standing Conmttee
meeting to order at 8:06 a.m Present at the call to order were
Representatives Dick, Seaton, and P. W]Ison. Representati ve

Pruitt arrived while the neeting was in progress.

Superi ntendent Presentation: None School District

8: 06: 55 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the first order of business would be a
presentation fromthe Nome School District.

8:07: 09 AM

M KE BRAWNER, Superintendent, None School D strict, began the
presentation with the district mssion statenent, which reads
[original punctuation provided]:

Educating Students in a Positive Learning Environnment
to be Conpetent and Productive Citizens

MR. BRAWNER reported district enrollnment of 667 students, wth
71 percent Alaska Native, 14 percent Caucasian, and the

remai ning 15 percent as other. The district has an average
daily attendance (ADM) of 91 percent. He noved on to the
average yearly progress (AYP) report, indicating that three of

the five district schools made AYP proficiency in 2011. Nonme
El ementary made AYP significantly in the area of Language Arts,
t hrough the safe harbor process. A bar graph, available in the
commttee packet handout, titled "None Public Schools," dated
2/ 24/ 12, was used to conpare the reading, witing, and math
progress for the last two school years. He provided the school
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configuration, as indicated in the handout, which reads
[original punctuation provided]: None Schools Pilot Pre-K
program None Elenentary School (K-6th), Anvil Gty Science
Acadeny, Charter School (5th-8th), None Youth Facility (7th-
12th), Extensions Hone School Program (K-12th), and NACTEC
(Northwestern Al aska Career and Technical Center) Career and
Tech - Partnership wth Bering Strait School District.
Continuing, he reported that a district w de reading renediation
program was instituted this year in the k-3 classes, which has
boosted the reading scores, as indicated on the MAP (Measures of

Academ ¢ Progress) assessnent program He said MAP allows
acadeni c gains, even those nade over a short period of time, to
be tracked. School partnerships with conmunity entities have
been successful, and the Homework Club is an exanple, which
allows club nenbers an opportunity to receive free tutorial
assi st ance. The Alaska Head Start Association recently
presented the None district with the 2011 coll aboration award

in connection wth the Pre-K program He reviewed the

Devel opnental Indicators for the Assessnent of Learning (DI AL-3)
scor es, and indicated the progress of the participants
conparatively for the last two schools years. Moving on to the
hi gh school progranms, he reported enrollment of 220 students,
and said that 12 students are in a successful credit recovery

program to earn a diplom. The high school has community
partnership progranms, which include Junior ROIC and a Homework
Cl ub. He directed attention to a bar graph, in the conmittee

handout, conparing the graduation rates denographically in the
None district with districts across the state. Myving on to the
Al aska Performance Scholarship graph, he indicated that 60
percent of the eligible students received this award; exceeding
the remainder of the state. The Anvil Gty Science Acadeny has
44 students. The four year program focuses on a different thene
each year. Art and nusic skills are taught by the class
teacher, and l|anguage 1is delivered via a conputer Dbased
i nstructional program The Anvil program incorporates community
service as an integral aspect, and currently the Active
Community Teans |Involved in Qutreach for None (ACTION) is
collecting recyclable itenms to be sold and the noney donated for
construction of a city park. He then reviewed a bar graph to
indicate the academ c progress of the acadeny and |evels of
achi evenent attained from 2008-2011, utilizing Standards Based
Assessnent (SBA) scores. The district challenges include: a
winter storm 11/8/12, when Nonme schools suffered over $70,000
in property damage; the high profile delivery of fuel to None
via ice breaker escort resulting in increased fuel costs; and
January was nanmed the coldest nonth on record. The comunity
and district operations are affected by these events. Finally,
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he said that SB 84 was a help to the district, and passage of
SB 171 will provide a direct benefit to the classroom due to the
inpact it will have on staffing.

8:25:36 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON noted 667 students, and asked for a
full accounting of the enrollnment distribution.

MR. BRAWNER said the home school program has about 11 students.
The pre-K nunbers are not noted, but the program has two staff
menbers who are expected to have 20 students between them
However, 40 children are currently in the program and 40 nore

are on a waiting list, an area that needs to be expanded.
Finally, the Nome Youth facility has 14 spaces, and the
attendance fl uctuates. Students who attend in Naknek are

considered in the None roll

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON inquired which grades have personal
t echnol ogy devi ces avail able, for the students.

MR. BRAWNER sai d none. He indicated that interest exists, but
funds have not been available, although grants are being
pur sued. The high school has two conputer |abs, and audio
visual carts circulate in sone schools; providing limted
opportunities.

8:29: 55 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked for a kindergarten entry assessnent
conpari son chart showi ng data on students who have versus those

who have not attended a pre-K program

MR. BRAWNER responded that there is a very telling report
avai |l abl e, which he will forward to the commttee.

HB 242- PUBLI C SCHOOL FUNDI NG DI G TAL LEARN NG

8:34:43 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 242, "An Act relating to funding for digital
| earni ng as a conponent of public school funding."

8:34: 55 AM
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REPRESENTATIVE PRU TT noved to adopt the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HB 242, |abeled 27-LS0845\B, M schel
2/ 22/ 12, as the working draft.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON obj ected for di scussion.
8:35:19 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON explained the CS, paraphrasing from a
prepared statenent, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Two changes were nmade to the bill based on the
comments heard from the Conmttee |ast week when this
bill was heard.

1. Issue: No reporting or accountability for the new
f unds

a. Page 2, line 17, W have added a reporting
requirenent to provide insight into how the school
districts are using their digital |earning funds.

2. | ssue: Using the funds for professiona
devel opnent

a. Page 3, |ine 14, e explicitly called out
pr of essi onal devel opnent of teachers as a use for the
f undi ng.
8. 36: 53 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON renoved his objection, and w thout further
obj ection Version B was before the commttee.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON requested that the required accountability
report include information noting whether technical devices are
retained at the schools for use at specified tinme periods, or

checked out to the students for continuous access. Resear ch
conducted in Canby, O egon, has reported that dramatic
schol astic inprovenent has been achi eved when students have full
accessibility to the devices. Practice tine is increased

through the availability the student experiences by having the
devi ce checked out to them simlar to a school book, he said.

8:39: 02 AM
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REPRESENTATIVE PRUTT noved to report CSHB 242, Ver si on
LS0845\B, M schel, 2/22/12, out of commttee wth individual
recommendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes. W t hout
objection CSHB 242(EDC) was noved from the House Education
Standi ng Comm ttee.

The conmttee took an at-ease at 8:39 a.m
8:39:42 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON comented that the legislation is
inmportant to facilitate change in the classroom and thanked the
commttee for the input and swift novenent of the bill.

CHAIR DICK said there is a creative and inspiration aspect to
technol ogi cal devices, and he said curriculum devel opnent may
wel | be inproved by their use.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said the cost of curriculumis reported to
be reduced through the use of technological devices. The
teachi ng standards remain the sane, but |learning styles for each
child can now be tailored in a way that heretofore would have
been costly to create and naintain. He stressed that the use of
technical devices provides a cost efficient neans to create
i ndi vidual i zed, targeted, accessible curriculum

CHAIR DI CK noted that devel opnment and engi neering of ganmes and
applications for conputer devices is anong the ten nost desired
col | ege careers.

8:44. 45 AM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Education Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 8:46 a.m
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