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CHAIR ALAN DICK called the House Education Standing Conmmttee
neeting to order at 8:04 a.m Representatives Dick, Kawasaki,
Seat on, and Feige were present at the call to order.
Representatives P. WIlson and Pruitt arrived as the neeting was
in progress. Representative C ssna attended via tel econference.

Presentation: Kl awck City School District

8:05: 21 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the first order of business would be a
presentation fromthe Klawck City School District.

8: 06: 28 AM

RICH CARLSON, Superintendent, Klawock City School District,
began the presentation wth a geographic and denographic

outline. The district is located on Prince of Wles |Island,
with a total population of about 850 primarily Alaska Native
Tlingit, in the Southeast Region of Al aska. Klawock is the

smallest single site district, with a k-12 enrollnment of 136.
The staff is conprised of 18 certified and 14.5 classified
enpl oyees. He termed the district as being inpoverished, with
73 percent of the students eligible to receive a free or reduced
school | unch. Additionally, 19 percent of the students are
classified as special needs. He presented the m ssion statenment
indicating that it holds the belief of providing a well-rounded
education, with a focus on educating the whole child toward
bei ng a productive nenber of the conmunity. The admi nistration
is dedicated to academi c achievenent, while also presenting
students wth a hands-on rel evant education. In that endeavor

the mssion statenment is the driving force behind every program
and school sponsored activity.

8:09: 28 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked about the source of the mssion
statenent, and whether the conmunity is involved in supporting
the m ssion goals.

MR. CARLSON responded that it was devel oped about nine years ago
t hrough a col |l aborative process that included community nenbers,
district staff, and the school board. Foll owi ng a nunber of
revisions, it has becone an enlivened, inportant aspect of the
Kl awock educati onal system

8:11: 00 AM
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MR. CARLSON reported that the average yearly progress (AYP)
requi renent has been achieved in eight out of the last nine
years; the dropout rate was zero last school year, 2010-11 and
is generally low attendance rates are high, over 90 percent,
which is above the state average; and the graduation rate is
al ways high, over 90 percent. Among acconplishnents of the
district, he said that 100 percent of the teachers neet the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) definition for highly
qual i fi ed. Al so, Klawock was named anmong "America' s Best High
School s" for 2009, by U S. News and Wirld Reports nmagazine. The
district has a teacher turnover rate of less than 10 percent,
nearing zero, and occurs primarily when soneone retires.
St udent acconplishnments include athletic chanpionships in
regional and state conpetitions. Al so, the student council has
received the national Student Council Award of Excellence, as

well as other distinctions. He said one of the unique aspects
of the district is the focus on providing a real world
experi ence by addressing soft skill acumen as well as acquired
abilities for job application. Soft skills represent the work

ethic necessary to hold a position of responsibility. The high
school teachers are required to base 10 percent of a student's
grade on enployability skills wusing a matrix specifically

established for this purpose, which includes: at t endance,
punctuality, being prepared, tinme on-task, respect, cooperation,
teamwor k, and productivity. In addition, he said that Kl awock
offers an extensive variety of extra-curricular activities,
whi ch i ncl ude: academ c decat hl on, basebal | / sof t bal |
basketbal |, battle of the books, cross country, band/choir,
Native arts, spelling bee, student council, volleyball, and
wr est | i ng.

8. 14: 46 AM

MR. CARLSON described the weekly conmunication and recognition
assenblies, which are held every Mnday norning for the 7-12
grade students and faculty, providing an overview of the com ng

week's activities and events. He stressed that an inportant
aspect of these gatherings is the recognition that is given to
each student for +the past week's acconplishnents. Each
individual is honored for an achievenent, and birthdays are

cel ebr at ed. The students and faculty of the k-6 classes have a
simlar gathering on Friday nornings. These informal assenblies
connect everyone into the everyday, integral aspects of the
school . Additionally, the students gain a sense of ownershinp,
which helps to create a generally positive school atnosphere.
Regarding the educational application of technology, he said

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE -4- February 24, 2012



that Kl awock was one of the first schools to participate in the
Associ ation of Al aska School Boards (AASB) one-to-one program
[through the Consortium for Digital Learning], and today every
student in grades 1-12 has a personal |aptop conputer. The
ki ndergarten students have easy access to iPads in the
cl assroom M. Carlson said that the art programis consistent
with the mssion statenent, and stated his belief that the
district has one of the premer Native Arts programs in the
state; |led by Jon Rowan, a renowned wood carver

8:17: 05 AM

MR. CARLSON rel ayed that Kl awock has a long history of providing
a quality vocational education program The program focuses not
only on the developrment of the technical skills, but also on
work ethic, cooperation, and pride in what is acconplished.
Noting faculty devel opnment, he explained that the district has a
nunber of conmittee neetings, which are conducted once a nonth
on a Saturday, so as not to interfere with the instructional
day. A variety of topics may be taken up such as technol ogy,
school inprovenent, staff developnent, and career/technica
educati on. The neetings are in depth, beginning at 9:00 a.m,
continuing through a working lunch tine, and adjourning at 3:00
p. m During the past 11 years, this approach has proven to be
extrenmely successful, and lends an integrated approach to all
facets of education. He said that, simlar to other single site
schools, the building doubles as a community center, hosting
weddi ngs, funeral s, community nmeet i ngs, and basket bal | .
Finally, he provided the challenges that the district faces,
beginning with the loss of federal funding from the Secure
Reserve School Act (Forest Receipts) and the expected flat
funding from the state. The anticipated deficit wll cause a
serious reduction in staff, and preparations are being nmade for
a 20-25 percent cut in the teaching staff. Al so, the waning
econony is causing famlies to nove resulting in a declining
enrol | ment. Lastly, keeping up with the state and federal
regul ations is burdensone. Despite these challenges, he said
that the district is proud of the schools acconplishnments, and
commtted to continued inprovenent. Fi ni shing, he said he has
taught in rural Alaska for 31 years, and the progress in
Al aska's educational system has been trenmendous during his
t enure. However, the future appears to be sonewhat devastating
with the program cuts that are inmnent. Declining oil funds
contribute to this, but he said the future is the children and
that investnment needs to nme a priority.

8:23:38 AM
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CHAIR DI CK asked whether the district contracts to Southeast
Al aska Regi onal Health Consortium (SEARHC) for any services.

MR. CARLSON responded yes, for special education, preventive
mai ntenance, as well as a significant nunber of specia
contracts. He stressed that wthout SEARHC the district would
not be able to provide the current |evel of services.

8:24:24 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON referred to the flat funding, and asked
why it presents sone schools with nore of a challenge than it
does other schools. Additionally, she queried whether other
progranms were cut in order to maintain the vocational progranms
that are of fered.

MR. CARLSON replied that prograns have not yet been cut, but
this year will be the breaking point. Further, he said that the
flat funding has allowed a maintenance |evel of services to
continue, but will no |longer be enough to cover inflationary
costs; thus placing prograns and positions on the |ine.

8:26:58 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE asked what other funding sources are
avai l abl e to support the district.

VR. CARLSON indicated that federal inmpact aid and city
contributions are received. He explained that the federal funds
are received via the Secure School Rules, which allows the city
to tally the inpact aid as part of the local contribution. Wen
the inpact aid 1is not provided, the || ocal funding s
significantly reduced and the state foundation fornmula, in turn,
is reduced. The inpact to the district, in |osing Secure Schoo

Rul es contributions, conpounds to a |oss of about $425,000, from
a $3 million budget.

8:29: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI questioned how nmuch of the 20-25 percent
cut in classified staff is attributable to the loss of federa
recei pts, due to program expansion, or from the decline in
enrol | ment.
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MR. CARLSON answered that it is primarily due to the | oss of the
federal Forest Receipts, and that none can be attributed to the
declining enrollment, or to new bol stered prograns.

REPRESENTATI VE =~ KAWASAKI menti oned that a bill has been
introduced to increase the base student allocation (BSA) and
asked what type of inpact it mght have, and if it passes
whet her cuts would still be necessary.

MR. CARLSON noted that passage of SB 171 wll be hel pful;
however, receiving a $100.00 increase on the BSA is a mninal
anount considering the |ow nunber of students in the district.
The BSA increase would provide the district with about $34, 000,
when the deficit is closer to $400, 000.

8:32: 22 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON acknowl edged the successes that the
district has attained, the successful Saturday conmttee
nmeet i ngs, and ot her I nnovative actions that have been
i mpl enent ed. He asked whether the Alaska Performance
Scholarship is a goal for the students.

MR. CARLSON answered yes; however, because of the district's
size, courses need to be taken on line, which creates sone
probl ens i ncl uding: high costs, ineffective delivery nmnethods,
and not as robust as the students require.

HB 330- STATE EDUCATI ON STANDARDS

8:35: 04 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 330, "An Act establishing a Joint Legislative
Task Force on Education Standards; requiring the Departnment of
Labor and Wbrkforce Developnent to provide information and
resources to the task force; establishing state education
standards; anending the authority of the Departnent of Education
and Early Developnent to adopt education standards; and
providing for an effective date."

8:36:43 AM
The conmttee took an at-ease from8:36 a.m to 8:37 a.m

[Chair Dick passed the gavel to Representative Pruitt.]
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8:37:32 AM

CHAI R ALAN DI CK, Alaska State Legislature, speaking as the prine

sponsor, introduced HB 330 paraphrasing from the sponsor
st at enent, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

The State educat i onal cont ent and per f or mance

standards are the foundation of our educationa
system Upon themare built a massive superstructure:

The witing of the Grade Level Expectations (G.E s);

The <choice of expensive curricula in 53 different
districts;

Thousands of teacher hours aligning new curricula to
t he new st andar ds;

Hundreds of thousands of dollars of professional
devel opnent ;

MIlions of dollars of new assessnent tools;

MIllions of dollars wusing those tools annually
($7.5M yr over a six-year period);

Over $1.2B annual funding supporting the system driven
by the new standards; and

The quality of instruction for over 130,000 students.

The cost-to-date of producing the standards the

Department  of Education & Early Developnent is
proposing for adoption has been $270, 886. The
standards were <created in eight separate neetings
attended by a sliver of st akehol ders. The
superstructure built wupon them as well as annual
mai nt enance will cost nultiple billions of dollars and

directly inpact every facet of instruction statew de.

My research has <clearly shown that the proposed
standards have not been properly vetted by industry
and those involved in the career destinations of our
students. Al curriculum presented to students shoul d
have a clear pathway to potential careers.
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Educati onal funding and student performance are under

continual intense scrutiny. These subjects are the
source of great consternation for parents, educators
and policy makers. It only makes sense that the

foundati on of our educational system for the next six-
year cycle should be of the highest quality and
directed at fulfilling our m ssion statenents.

The purpose of this bill is to gather a representative
wor ki ng group that will develop a process by which the
standards are vetted. Once the vetting process is
devel oped, it will be available for all future cycles
of standards creation and nodification.

Wth well-vetted standards, we can be confident that
the billions of dollars spent over the next six-year
cycle will bring the best result possible. W can
al so be confident that we are creating a clear pathway
for intelligent, productive and engaged young people
to beconme successful at whatever endeavor they choose.
To do | ess woul d be irresponsible.

8:40: 57 AM

CHAIR DICK stated that it would be prudent to review a report on
Ameri can education, and consider the need to debunk a |long held
nmyt h regardi ng educational standards. To review three findings,
he directed attention to the commttee packet document titled
"The 2012 Brown Center Report on Anerican Education: How Wl |
Are American Students Learning?", distributed by the Brown
Center on Education Policy at Brookings, page 4 and paraphrased
sections from the synopsis, which read [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Data on the effects of those standards are analyzed to

produce three findings. 1) The quality of state
standards, as indicated by the well-known ratings from
the Fordham Foundation, is not related to state
achi evenent . 2) The rigor of state standards, as

nmeasured by how high states place the cut point for
students to be deened proficient, is also unrelated to
achi evenent . 3) The ability of standards to reduce
variation in achievenent, in other words to reduce
di fferences in achievenent, is al so weak.

8:44:31 AM
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CHAIR DI CK stressed that standards do not act as an educationa
vacuum cleaner, thus, raising the standards does not change
assessnment results; however, teacher expectations will result in
schol astic i nprovenent. He said:

Before the state standard and educational performance

st andar ds are adopt ed, and t he gr ade | evel
expectations (G.Es), the follow ng should occur: The
|l egislature wll assenble a task force that wll

create a process by which Al askan state educational
st andards have been properly vetted by representatives
of mmjor career paths of a high school graduate. The
| egislature will appoint a task force. On that task
force would be a nenber from the house, nenber from
the senate, representative from the Departnent of
Labor [ and Wor kf or ce Devel opnent | (DOLVD) ,
representative from the Departnent of Education [and
Early Developnment] (EED), representative from snal
business enterprise, representative from subsistence
lifestyle, representative from parenti ng and
homemeki ng, and three representatives chosen by DO.WD
to represent mjor career destinations of a high
school graduate.

CHAIR DICK noted that a university representative and school
superintendents should be included on the list of task force
menbers, and wel conmed an anmendnent to correct the om ssion. He
cont i nued:

The assignnent of the task force would be [to] devel op
a process by which state education standards are
vetted to make sure that they're preparing students
for higher education, as well as career paths and real

life experiences. | would like to nmention that higher
education itself is changing rapidly. Know edge and
skills taught to prepare students for college and
uni versities will consi der t he current hi gher
educational trends and prepare students for what wll
be, not what is or was. It's ny opinion [that] we're

prepari ng students for what was.
8:46: 31 AM

STEWART MCDONALD, Superintendent, Kodiak Island School District,
said that the district has invested hundreds of thousands of
dollars on adoption and maintenance of the current Al aska
content standards; an expensive and tinme consum ng focal point.
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The costs include: required nodifications and alignnents,
teacher training and retraining, assessnment test changes
utilizing outside coordinators, necessary curricular upgrades
attended to by specialists, and software upgrades to change
gradi ng practices. He stressed that the district nmakes every
attenpt to ensure that standards and neasurenents are being
mai nt ai ned; however, capacity for response has been limted in
the past year due to budget shortfalls, and any change at this
point may not be able to be addressed; |eaving the district out
of synchronization with best practices of education. He said
that federal demands need to be net, and although recourse for
conpliance is allowed, applying for appropriate waivers has
becone difficult. In Kodi ak, the bar has been raised and the
district has been able to stay ahead of the curve regarding best
practices, but the push from Washington, D.C., is creating a
har dshi p. Stressing how changes in the standards are a
budget ary burden, he sai d:

' m asking for Alaska to take a stand, nove slow, fund
the changes, get it right before investing in another

test, because, | can tell you right now, nost schools
in the state will sinply not have the tinme, noney, or
resources, ... to realign their curriculum again,

train their staff again, and develop those |ocal
formati ve assessnents again, and create the confidence
in their teachers again, that this stuff mtters and
connects to kids |earning. Every change has an
I npact . It's inperative that these changes are nade
with long term planning, long term funding, and a
solid realistic wunderstanding of the economcs of
educati on. Gve wus a fighting chance to neke
sust ai nabl e adj ustnments for sustainable results.

8:53:11 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON queri ed:

Are you asking to not inplenent the standards that
were devel oped through the process that's taken place
over the last couple years; and are you asking to
i npl enent a new regine that would be a new adoption of
standards that wuld be nore geared to career

pat hways, that this bill calls for; or are you asking
not to go through a new re-evaluation from a different
aspect of standards that this bill calls for.
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MR. MCDONALD responded that the ideal would be for school
districts to be given tine to work with a set of standards that
create predictability within the measurenent assessnents and
that result in a recognized success nark applicable to whatever
path a student may choose. The departnment is working to conply
with a federal requirenent which, he opined, wll probably not
result in the described ideal. He suggested a conprom se that
would allow the state to conply with national requirenents, in
order to preserve federal funding, while -engaging in an
appropriate vetting process to devel op neani ngful standards, and
remai ning mndful of the financial inpacts to each district.

8:56: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked for the superintendent's perspective
on the effectiveness of the current state standards, whether
they should be retained, and if they are relevant for educating
t oday's students.

MR MCDONALD explained that neasured learning requires a
stationary target, and cont i nual changes in t he
t eachi ng/ assessnent system creates a |oss of predictability
indicators, as well as a loss of the existing know edge based on

past practices and behaviors. Regarding the viability of the
exi sting standards, he said, "Do they have holes, of course, the
answer is yes." He said standards are designed to teach
nmeasur abl e | earned know edge, not necessarily to assess whether
a student wll, or how they mght, apply the know edge; holes
exist in the system However, in Kodiak, the district works
diligently to fill in the holes, based on a constant
measur enent . Predictability is lost in a changing | andscape,
whi ch neans the holes cannot be |ocated and filled. He opi ned

that the federal common core standards may not neet the ideal
and there may never be a perfect system but a constant
nmeasur enent woul d be hel pful .

9:01: 53 AM

GRANT  FUNK, Teacher, testified in support of HB 330,
paraphrasing from a prepared statenent, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

| have lived in Western Al aska for nearly 20 years and
in the village of Hooper Bay for the past 13 years. |
have raised 5 of our 6 children in this region.
Several of our children are currently raising their
famlies in Western Alaska. M kids have had the best
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of both the public school system as well as a

homeschool educati on. | am an Emergency Medi cal
Instructor as well as an Aviation Instructor. | have
volunteered in the local school teaching these skills
for 10 years as well as teaching aviation to the
m ddl e school and high school students full tinme for
two years. | currently teach an after school aviation

class as well as direct a local teen center. Overall,
| have been involved in education on various |evels
for 26 years. | am an Advisory School Board nenber.
| am also the 2012 Alaska Air Carriers Association
Community Service Award wi nner for my work in aviation
education in our community.

| am requesting today that the State take the
necessary tinme to provide educational standards that
lay the foundation for the future success of al

st udent s. W have entered a technol ogical age that
has presented new opportunities and challenges for
this generation. Thei r f oundat i onal years in

el enentary, mddle school and high school need to be
the trail head for a successful future.

W have much cultural and geographical diversity.
That diversity should be reflected in the state
educational standards. This diversity is reflected in

my own children. Three of our six kids conpleted a
course of study in college. Two conpl eted technica
training. One is still in high school but planning on
col | ege. As an educator and as a parent, | want to

provi de the best avenues of success for ny students as
i ndividuals. They need a set of standards to act as a
guiding boundary into the future they desire to
pur sue.

Wth that in mnd I would like to request that the new
standards take a step in a direction that would
elimnate the “one size fits all” approach. W have
students that are hoping to go to college followng
graduation and a greater mjority of students that
will go into the skilled |abor force. There needs to
be at least two sets of standards to better prepare
t hese students for productive careers in their areas
of interest.

A career technical education track (CTE) would give
students the opportunity to learn applicable skills
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for jobs that are nore readily available in rural
Al aska. Aviation, health care, commercial fishing and
construction have opportunities that do not require a
coll ege degree. There is also a need in this category
for small business training as well as classes in
smal | governnent. Coll ege students often |eave the
rural areas and enter the job markets appropriate to
t heir degree. That |eaves others to start the small
busi nesses and sit on the various local councils and

boar ds. The mddle and high school education system
could go a long way toward preparing students as
lifelong learners and |eaders in their | ocal

communities through a CTE track standard.

One Western Al aska CTE teacher | net with gave nme the
exanple of six of his former students. They were
hired in various capacities right after high school
and are averagi ng $40,000 each annual incone. These
students will not be a part of the welfare system
They will have the opportunity to fund further
training or have their enployer provide advancenent
training. They are becom ng productive |ocal citizens
wi t hout a col |l ege educati on.

If there are CTE standards, the systemis freed up for

a college track set of standards that wll challenge
and prepare the college bound high school students
with advanced math and science classes. The upper
| evel students are often the neglected group in the
education process in rural schools. They need
guidelines that wll provide realistic challenges

better preparing themfor coll ege studies.

Bringing in a vocational track as well as a college
track would not only benefit the student, but the
state in the years to conme. Wen a person has a job,
they are less likely to wind up on the welfare system
or in the court system At a recent semnar on
international business the speaker said, “Wrldw de,
one of the best things you can do for a person is to
gi ve t hem neani ngful work.”

That brings ne to ny final thoughts on plotting the
course for the future direction of education in the
st at e. One of our enbarrassing statistics as a state
is the high suicide rate. Students graduating ill
prepared for the job force or even for a subsistence
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lifestyle are left to wander the streets of our cities
or the rural comunities |ooking for something to do.
Hopel essness takes over and lives, that could have
made a difference in this world, are |ost.

One school teacher, who has al so been in Hooper Bay 13
years, told nme that she has |ost 40 students or forner
students to suicide or tragic death. Even as | wite,
our community is again dealing with a suicide of a
young man. It takes its toll on famlies and friends,
as well as teachers and staff. The education system
suffers as students and teachers are enotionally
functioning at |ess than opti mum performnce.

The education system is not responsible for the high
suicide rate. | do feel, however, that it can go a
long way toward prevention by providing standards that
allow a student to learn the relevance of an

educati on. Vocational math, applied “hands on”
science, and technical reading all connect them to a
future with hope of becom ng productive. These type

of classes give the non-coll ege bound student a reason
to succeed in math and science because they understand
how it relates to the world they live in.

As an aviation instructor | have had the joy of
wat ching kids connect math to life skills as they
calculate take off performance of an aircraft on a
flight simulator. Students disinterested in science
becanme consuned by science fair projects that utilized
aviation issues. Their eyes were opened to

applications of vocational math that encouraged them
to learn because it had immediate applications in
their world.

In conclusion, | ask the legislature to pass HB 330
allowing tine to gain insights from the education
i ndustry. In doing so we will prepare a generation
with a neasure of hope for future jobs that wll
provide incone for their famlies as well as boost
self -confidence and self- reliance. Anything done to
inprove the famly has the potential of decreasing the
sui ci de rates.

9:09: 29 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether two scholastic tracks, and
standards are necessary, or if M. Funk is advocating for thene
based teaching as the best nodel for student engagenent and
education/skill acquisition.

MR. FUNK opined that the standard system elimnates the high
achi eving students and | oses the under achievers. The students
that score just below the standard requirenment beconme the focus
for inmprovenent in order for a school to obtain safe harbor
st at us. A set of standards that would serve to push college
bound students to a higher |evel of academ a are beyond what is
necessary for a student interested in developing skills to enter
the labor force or technical training. He said devel opnent of
two sets of standards to address a college track as well as a
vocational track woul d be hel pful

9:14: 19 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON noted that sonme countries do have two
track systens. Further, she suggested that relevant education
can be applied to a subsistence lifestyle that would incorporate
math and science skills, such as the novenent of a targeted
animal in relationship to the trajectory of the bullet.

MR. FUNK agreed, and said it would be helpful to have a set of
standards to address technical training.

9:16: 43 AM

PEGGY COWMAN, Superi nt endent , North Slope Borough School
District, testified in support of HB 330, paraphrasing from a
prepared statenent, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

| reviewed HB 330: State Standards, Representative
D ck’s sponsor statenent and the material distributed
to school districts by the Departnment of Education and
Early Developnment inviting comment on the current
draft of the standards. | agree with Representative
D ck’s enphasis on the inportance of the investnent in
state standards and their effects on and use by the
districts. Qur district is in a five year process of
conpr ehensi ve curriculum devel oprent, al i gnnent
integration and mapping and the state standards and
grade | evel expectations are at the heart of rigorous
academ c content for this curriculum W are relying
on a locally devel oped |nupiaq Learning Framework for
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the relevance and integration of |ocal |anguage,
history and culture into our curriculum W turn to
the state standards and grade |evel expectations for

gui dance on academni cs. I al so agree with
Representative Dick’s sponsor statenent’s enphasis on
a thorough vetting process for state standards. The

Department of Education and Early Devel opnent was
right in extending the tinme between introduction to
the State Board of Education and adoption rather than
the typical cycle of the next neeting. This is a step
in the right direction to allow thorough vetting. As
Representative Dick explained industry representatives
and enployers are inportant in the review of the
st andar ds. I ndustry and enployers are not likely to
review the state standards w thout the state being
i ntentional . As a point of reference, let ne
summarize the process in the North Slope Borough
School District. The district’s Di rector of
Curriculum Instruction, and Assessnent isS review ng
them herself and getting teanms within the district to
review them and provide recomendations for our
district’s feedback to the Departnment of Education and
Early Devel opnent. These teans are nade up primarily
of nmenmbers of our district’s own curriculum commttees
who are guiding the work on our curriculum and are for
the nost part teachers. W do include what we call
‘steering commttees’ which are made up of parents,
busi nesses and comunity nenbers in the review of our
own curriculum but we are not including these people
in the district’s review of the state’ s standards. I
do not know, but expect that the review by others
districts is simlar, so the district’s review of the
standards wll not elicit industry review To get
that review, the state will need to invite and solicit
it intentionally.

9:20:17 AM

JOE BANGHART, Superintendent, Denali Borough School D strict,
testified in support of HB 330, paraphrasing from a prepared

st at enent which read as follows [ original punct uati on
provi ded] :
Over the past fourteen vyears | have had the
opportunity of servi ng on vari ous st andar ds
committees. These conmmttees have always been

conposed of educators that have volunteered to help
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desi gn standards. Qur state is fortunate to have
these professionals give of valuable tine for the
pr ocess. Qur state standards are vital for the
continued educational progress of children in Al aska.
HB330 would offer the involvenent of the Departnent of
Labor and Workforce, Departnment of Education and Early

Devel opnent, smal | busi ness owner s, subsi stence
lifestyle, parents, and three representatives of major
career destinations. This type of partnership could

be the very foundation that would provide a consistent
state network of business, education, parents, and
ot her partners for career t echni cal trai ni ng,
continued high academ c standards, and the Departnent
of Labor and Workforce gui dance. Qur state stands in
vital need of this type of Task Force for the vetting
of all future educational standards. This Task Force
could provide information for resources available
across our state. This link wll build a firm
foundation for future grant potential, partnerships,
and the conbination of state educational standards in
Engl i sh/l anguage art, mathematics, science, geography,
governnment, history, healthy lifestyles, arts, world
| anguages, technology, and enployability. Al the
consi stent and professional work that has been given
towards the developnment of state standards would
benefit fromthis Task Force.

How can we not afford to stop and eval uate our current
educational standards and properly align them wth
clear pathways to successful careers in Alaska
Accountability is best found in the involvenent of
mul tiple partners that design not only assessnents for
each Performance Standard but consider the application
of these skills into actual practice. Accountability
nmeasures in this process would include academ c growh
and enploynment skills and successful job placenent.
True accountability is being tested by all our
| egislatures in consideration of this Task Force.
This approach would help |ower unenploynment, provide
future enployees across the state, and encourage
accountability at every |Ilevel. If we ignore this
vetting of our standards we are turning our backs on
the future of Al aska and our children.

9: 25: 50 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON indicated that he is, or has been, a
menber of several other educational task force conmttees. He
referred to HB 330, page 2, line 28, and paraphrased the
| anguage, which read [original punctuation provided]:

(f) The task force shall create a process for vetting
proposed education standards before the standards are
adopted by the state Board of Education and Early
Devel opnent .

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON reviewed the devel opnent of the proposed
state standards, which stand in lieu of adoption of the federa
common core standards. He said the process has been underway
for about two years, and vetting, as well as solicitation for
public coment, has been occurring for the |ast six nonths. He
asked how, under HB 330, the vetting of the standards in every
content area by the broad spectrum of naned entities is
envi sioned, and how it will be acconplished; will there be veto
power .

MR. BANGHART agreed with prior testinony that if the state |eads
the way in bringing industry to the table, there would be
i nvol venent that could help the educators draw career pathways
in a way that would be hel pful to students to understand the job
mar ket . He said HB 330 provides a forum to bring big business
to the table in order to understand the process, and provide
i nput regarding industry related careers. Regarding veto power,
he deferred.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether the enploynent community
would be <charged with <creating or vetting the educational
st andar ds.

MR. BANGHART responded that everyone nentioned in HB 330 should
be seated on the task force to be involved in the process and
i ndustry would then be all owed input.

CHAIR DICK interjected that the intent of HB 330 is to have the
task force define the vetting process.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked for clarification of the vision for
the vetting process: creation of new standards or review of the
proposed standards. Further, he indicated that a definition of
vetting would be hel pful.

CHAIR DICK asked for the question to be held, in order to
continue taking testinony.
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9:32: 08 AM

DR CH P MMLLAN, PhD, Assistant Professor, University of
Al aska Southeast, testified during the hearing on HB 330,
stating that the STEM approach is mssing from the existing
standards, and could provide a neans to fill the hole that
exi sts. He continued, paraphrasing from a prepared statenent,
whi ch read as follows [original punctuation provided]:

| prepare K-8 teachers to teach math and science in

Al aska.
VWhat | am about to say wll appear critical of our
State Standards. It is inportant that you know that |

participated in the witing of the science content
standards, the perfornmance standards and the science
SBA itens. | am as responsible as anyone for any
deficiencies in these docunents.

| also believe any deficiencies in these docunents are
not the result of negligence or nalfeasance on
anyone’s part. As we say, hindsight is 20/ 20.

US [United States] students [are] not keeping up wth
ot her nations in math and science.

AK [ Al aska] cannot afford to lag behind the rest of
the country or the rest of the world in math/science.

W are currently falling behind in an even nore
i nportant area: Sci ence Technol ogy Engi neering Math
(STEM Educati on.

"We're doi ng st udent s, parents and America's
conpetitiveness a disservice by not demanding higher
standards for STEM learning," Craig Barrett, forner

CEO [Chief Executive Oficer] of Intel and current
chair of Change the Equation, a group of 110 business
executives from Exxon, Lockheed Martin, Google, Dow
Chemi cal, etc.

"It turns out the nobst conmon educational background

for the Fortune 500 CEGCs in the US is not business or
| aw but engineering."”
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42 out of the 50 highest paying jobs in Alaska are in
STEM fi el ds.

The problemis % of all engineering jobs in Al aska are
done by people who |ive down south.

Every state | have |ooked at has sone kind of
statewide STEMinitiative.

W have no engineering standards today. The word
“engi neering” does not appear anywhere in any of our
content standards.

The Science and Technol ogy GLEs have an inplied focus
on engi neering but never call for actually touching or
mani pul ati ng anyt hi ng.

| have been wunable to find any science SBA itens
ref erenci ng engi neering.

The irony is we wused to have engineering and
technol ogy standards for K-12 in AK W used to have
an engineering and technology curriculum for K-12 in
AK.

It was mandatory for all children in Al aska!

The technol ogi es include
Al utiiqg kayak

At habascan snowshoe
Tlingit fish trap

Al eut basketry

Even today these are marvels of technology and they
resulted fromtrue engineering.

Probl em sol ving, innovation, designing, then testing,
refining, optim zing those designs; denonstrating
grit, and wor ki ng cooperatively. These are
engi neering attributes.

These are what our resource and conmmuni cati on
i ndustries are looking for in the workforce.

W should infuse these engineering skills and

di spositions into t he current mat h, sci ence,
t echnol ogy standards.
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We shoul d seek input from business and industry, e.g.,
ARCO, Greens Creek Mne, GCl, and NOAA.

Teachers in AK wll not teach to STEM wi thout
| eader shi p.

W need STEM in our standards, our curriculum our
SBAs, our teacher eval uations.

It seens to ne that passage of this bill wll assist
in the appearance of STEM in our state standards,
GLEs, SBAs, district math and science curricula, and
t hus our K-12 cl assroons.

DR. MCM LLAN added that engineering is not nmentioned in Al aska's
educational standards. As a participant in witing the content
standards for the current science curriculum he said the focus
on STEM is relatively new. He said the engineering behind the
Nati ve kayaks, snowshoes, and other culture related itens, is an

i nherent know edge. Today, he opined, students lack grit and
attention span. The proposed standards should have STEM
inserted prior to adoption, in order to fill an existing hole

and help the Al askan educational system to be aligned with the
rest of the nation.

9:40: 54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON agreed, and said it would be
i nappropriate to have teachers create standards for areas that
they thensel ves have not studied. She surm sed that the current
standards are workable but require review and possibly an
infusion of material in some areas.

9:41: 46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON restated his question regarding the vision
for the vetting process, with the entities named in subsection
(b) of the bill.

DR. MCM LLAN answered that the proposed standards are 100 pages
I ong, and oil production representatives nmay not be available to

review the full docunent, but could perhaps provide witten
details on what is considered to be essential know edge for work
in the industry, such as what is expected of an oil field
wor ker .
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9:44: 55 AM

CHAIR DI CK added that the purpose of the task force would be to
create of the process by which the vetting would occur.

9:45:11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON stressed the need for the commttee to
provide one or nore vetting nodel structures for the task force
to consider and stressed the inportance for a clear
under st andi ng of the vision.

9:47: 37 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON asked whether there is anything |acking
in the proposed | egislation.

DR. MCM LLAN responded that a key aspect is the ability to
translate the standards, curriculum and SBA s (standard based
assessnents) to an interactive classroom|evel. He acknow edged
the difficulty for creating explicit teaching standards
necessary for honing a student's disposition of stick-to-
itiveness and creative problem solving, which are inportant
i ndustry traits. As a science teacher, he considers the
standards to be too vague, but other teachers may prefer general
standards with the details specified at the curriculum |evel
He stressed the need to cultivate creative thinking and problem
solving beginning in the early grades.

9:50: 23 AM
M KE HANLEY, Commi ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early

Devel opnent (EED), said the sponsor statenent is accurate, and
agreed that a noral and |legal obligation exists to provide the

students with educational opportunities. Regarding the vetting
process, the standards have been reviewed for the last two
years. Al aska chose not to be a comon core state, but did
choose to maintain a level of rigor to remain conpetitive. He

pointed out that 250 people from across the state have been
reviewing the standards for the last two years. The goal is to
incorporate the input froma lengthy list of stakeholders. The
inportance is to do it right, not fast, which has been echoed in
the testinony heard today. The vetting period for the workforce
st akehol ders is being extended, he said, and specific web based
nmeetings are also being held. The inportance of a good set of
appropriately vetted standards is a point of agreenent. The
process is open and exhaustive. Addi tional input from the
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wor kf orce arena could be helpful, as it is currently voluntary.

Further, the proposal is to have the current open process
suppl anted by a task force of eight individuals, adding an extra
| ayer, which nmay not be necessary. Finally, he said that the
state follows federal regulations, and protocol, for the

devel opment of standards, and any inplications regarding NCLB is
a topic that requires further discussion.

9:57:29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PRU TT noted that EED and DOLWD are working
together to neet |abor force needs, and asked if there are "too
many cooks in the kitchen,” and how the interests of both
departnents are being handl ed.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY reported that the two departnents enjoy a

good working relationship; however, the bill |anguage does not
clearly indicate which departnment will take the |ead.
10: 00: 02 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked for the specific standards that
are under review.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY responded that attention is on the areas of
reading, witing, and math, in grades k-12.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON queried whether the comments are by
invite only.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY answered that a sinple change is handled
informally, but otherwise teleconferences are set up and
contacts are made to solicit further input. He read froma I|ist
of agencies that make up the invitation list and said it is an
aggr essi ve endeavor.

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON suggested that the mning, oil and gas,
and fishing industry organi zations be solicited for comrent.

[ HB 330 was hel d over.]

10: 03: 10 AM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Education Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 10:03 a. m
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