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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:02:42 AM

CHAIR ALAN DICK called the House Education Standing Conmmttee
nmeeting to order at 8:02 a.m Representatives Dick, Kawasaki,
Feige, and P. WIlson were present at the call to order.
Representatives Seaton, Pruitt, and Ci ssna arrived as the
nmeeting was in progress.

8:04: 02 AM

[Due to technical difficulties, the commttee took an at-ease
from8:04 am to 8:08 a.m]
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Presentation: Delta Geely School District

8: 08: 55 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the first order of business would be a
presentation by the Superintendent of the Delta Geely School
District.

DUNCAN WARE, Superintendent, Delta Geely School D strict,
i ntroduced the "Board of Education,” slide 1, and shared that
the Board was conprised of seven stakeholders wthin the

district, as well as a student representative and a mlitary
representative. He noved on to slide 2, "Delta Geely's
Schools,” which I|isted the seven schools in the district,
including a homeschool and a cyber-school. Slide 3, "Delta
Greely School District Denographics,” listed the enrollnment of
919 students for all the schools, and the corresponding
breakdown by grade structures. He directed attention to slide

4, "Delta Geely's Students,"” depicting a pie graph showi ng the
enrollment by ethnicity, and he noted an increase for the
Hi spani c student comunity.

8:10: 48 AM

MR. WARE showed slide 5, "Early Learning," and described the
Pre-K program use of typical peers, the all-day Kkindergarten

program and the enphasis on early literacy skills. He
described slide 6, "Instructional Supports,” and stated that the
district utilized the Measuring Acadenic Progress (MAP) testing
program to neasure academ c  progress, | Pass for mat h

intervention to identify the skills needing devel opnent, and Six
Traits Witing and Cross-curricular Witing to focus on a
yearlong witing program He spoke about the district's
substantial curriculum mapping process which reviewed Al aska
standards and |ooked for additional resources to identify the
priorities and direction for the district. He shared that Title
| was utilized for students needing additional assistance wth
remedi al reading and witing.

8:12:49 AM

MR WARE visited slide 7, "Special Areas of Instruction,” and
said that these special areas of instruction included welding,
aut o- CAD, robotics, bush physics, accounting, and a radio
station.

8:13:40 AM
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MR. WARE shared slide 8, "Student Activities,” explaining the
inportance of the student activities, which included the
uni cycle program and athletics, and had participation by 95
percent of the student body.

8:14: 24 AM

MR. WARE di scussed slide 9, "Community Connections,"” and stated
that the Partners for Progress Delta worked in coordination wth
University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF), the Fairbanks Comrunity
and Technical College, A aska Wrks, and the Al aska Departnent
of Labor. He stated that this program allowed for teaching the
operation of heavy equi pnment, construction trades academ es, and
certified assistant nursing courses. He described the
partnership with Fort Geely allowing use of the sw nmmng and
bowing facilities. He listed the rocketry club and the
Engineers in Cassroons progranms that occurred in partnership
wi th Boei ng Corporation. He nentioned that the school district
al so worked in conjunction with the Delta Chanber of Conmerce
t he Youth Hockey Association, and the Delta Comrunity Library.

8:15:46 AM

MR. WARE reported on slide 10, "Special Projects,” detailing the
weat heri zation of the Delta H gh School, a bionass boiler for
the high school conplex, iPads for Literacy, and efforts to
bring the high school into a better position to serve as a
comunity energency shelter. He shared that additional projects
i ncluded inprovenent for instructional space usage, an upgrade
to the kitchen facilities, an energency generator, inprovenent
of the science roomconplex with a shared |ab, and creation of a
fine arts classroom

8:17:59 AM

MR. WARE reported on slide 11, "HD 6 iPad Literacy Project,"”
whi ch depicted the results of this project with third grade pre
and post test results. He then shared slide 12, which graphed
the results of this project with third graders. He reported on
the significant increases in results for both grade |evels.

8:18: 55 AM

MR. WARE, slide 13, explained the three year, 2009-11,
proficiency reports in language arts, mat hemat i cs, and
graduation rates for the five schools. He reported that the
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Delta Cyber School, a statewide, on-line school through the
service center in the Anchorage area, served a |arge nunber of

at risk students. He explained that the New Horizons High
School was an alternative high school program wthin the Delta
H gh School building, wth small groups and individualized

i nstruction.

8:20:41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, referring to the New Horizons High
School, asked if they were included in the Delta H gh School

graduation rate.

MR. WARE replied that they were not included in the Delta Hi gh
School graduation rate, as it was a school of its own.

8:21: 26 AM

CHAIR DICK asked if MAP testing was sufficient and additiona
testing was not necessary.

MR. WARE opi ned that MAP provided sufficient information to nake
i mredi at e deci si ons regardi ng student achi evenent.

CHAI R DI CK asked for a description of the bush physics course.
MR. WARE replied that it was through UAF
8:23: 05 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE asked when parent teacher conferences were
conduct ed.

MR. WARE replied that these conferences were held at a variety
of tinmes, primarily to neet the schedul e needs of the parents.

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE asked if the school was closed during these
conference tines.

MR. WARE confirnmed that the school did close for parent teacher
conf erences.

8:24: 07 AM
REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked if renedi al instruction was

required for the mlitary children upon their enrollnent, or did
they arrive "up to par” with the other students.
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MR. WARE replied that nost students frommlitary famlies were
where they needed to be. He pointed out that a majority of the
mlitary famlies were assigned for extended placenments in
Del t a.

8:25:14 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked how the iPad was distributed to
st udents.

MR. WARE explained that the iPads were on a nobile cart for use
in the school, and did not, typically, go to a student's hone.

HB 242- PUBLI C SCHOOL FUNDI NG DI G TAL LEARNI NG

8:26: 29 AM

CHAIR DI CK announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 242, "An Act relating to funding for digital
| earni ng as a conponent of public school funding."

8:26: 55 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON presenting HB 242 as the prine sponsor,
paraphrased from a prepared statenment, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

House Bill No. 242 establishes a “digital |earning
funding factor” in law to assist school districts in
inplenmenting a full range of digital technol ogy.

The bill proposes to nultiply the Average Daily
Menbership (ADM by 1.005 to create a new digita
| earni ng factor. The new factor should provide about

$6 mllion per year to spread across the state. Funds
can be used to acquire a range of technol ogies, such
as nobile devices, tablets, notebooks or smart boards,

pl us sof tware and services [ike pr of essi ona
devel opnent and technical support. School districts
will retain conplete flexibility to use the funds

based on | ocal priorities.

We have heard a lot of rhetoric around the building
about education and how there is resistance to just
increasing the Base Student Allocation. The bil

provides the direct nethod for change that wll
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i nprove our educational outcomes. The digital Learning
program has been proven with the “Leveling the Playing

Field” Pilot Program | think it fits the goal of
spending funds to get nmeasureable inprovenents in
out cones.

| have been asked by the Association of Al aska Schoo

Board's Consortium for Digital Learning (CDL) on
digital learning, the inplenmenters of the pilot, to
introduce this legislation. | believe the Digital
Learning program could be one of the tools we need to
engage our students and help keep them in the
cl assroom

There are Consortium for Digital Leaning nenbers

present that wll be able to answer your questions
relating to this program nuch better than 1. M.
Chair, wth your permssion, | ask that they cone
forward and answer program questions the commttee may
have.

8:29: 25 AM

CARL ROSE, Executive Director, Association of Alaska School
Boards (AASB), directed attention to the conmttee handout
titled "Transform ng Al aska Education through Digital Learning"
[Included in nenbers' packets] and indicated how quickly the
change had progressed since 2006. Referring to Representative
Wlson's testinony, he declared that the infrastructure to
support this rapid advance was necessary to ensure that the
net work woul d wor K. He shared that curriculum apps were now on
line, and that the infrastructure support was growing as
connectivity becanme avail able. He opined that the inpetus
behi nd proposed HB 242 was to sustain this effort for technol ogy
seed noney.

8:32:52 AM

BOB WH CKER, Director, Consortium for Digital Learning (CDL)
stated that the proposed bill acconplished sone necessary
sust ai ned program funding. He detailed that it would enabl e new
projects, expand existing projects, and refresh other prograns.
8:34:51 AM

MR. VWH CKER reported that, since his iPad denonstration during
the past year, the Consortium for D gital Learning had
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progressed to becone a service organization which provided
aggregate ordering, broad reaching professional devel opnent,
| eadership training, projects, and a |library of courses based on
Al aska t henes.

8: 36: 58 AM

MR VWH CKER directed attention to the Consortiums | atest
project, detailed in the HD6 | PADS4LI TERACY handout [Ilncluded in
menbers' packets], which described that nine school districts
had received a total of 600 iPads, targeted at the third grade

| evel . He said that the data results of the program were still
bei ng received. He indicated page 3 of the handout, "Have the
i Pads changed your instruction?", noting the overwhelmng
affirmati ve response. He referred to an additional handout

titled "Rationale for Inclusion of Digital Learning in Education
Foundation Support” [Included in nenbers' packets] and stated
"we're in a place of change right now where all the efforts that
you see with these [digital |earning] projects are starting to
nove to ... change." He opined that proposed HB 242 would
encourage this forward novenent.

8:40: 05 AM

MR. ROSE, referring to page 2, line 8 of the proposed bill,
expl ained that the funding factor of 1.005 equaled $5.9 nillion
fromthe state to be used as "seed noney." He opined that "when

districts have skin in the gane, they pay close attention to
what they're doing." He suggested the three funding options for
sustainability to be the general fund, grant processes, and
capital budgets. He declared that this was a nodel for all
schools to follow, and this seed noney would create opportunity
and i npet us.

8:41: 21 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, directing attention to the aforenentioned
ratio for 1 to 1 distribution of the iPads, asked why the
devices were left in the classroom He relayed that other
reports indicated that it was educationally beneficial when the
devi ces were taken home by the students. He offered his belief
that sone of the gains for extending the educational day were
being lost if this optional use was not allowed. He asked if
the consortiumwas considering an expansi on to the usage.

8:43: 21 AM
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MR  VWH CKER voiced his agreenent, stating that research
supported the expanded use outside of the classroom He pointed
out that, since 2006, the |aptop take hone policy was strongly
encour aged, even t hough each district made its own
determ nations for managenent of the devices. He reported that
the i Pad program policies were not scrutinized and, referring to
the graph in the aforenentioned handout titled "Rationale for
Inclusion of Digital Learning in Education Foundation Support,"”
he declared that the adoption of change in schools did not cone
as quickly as the change in technology. He professed his strong
support for the use of iPads outside the classroons.

8:45:48 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATQN, addressing concerns for the breakage of
technol ogy when taken from the classroom reported that the
students were very responsible and protective of the devices.
He pointed out that the apps on the devices allowed for use
Wi t hout connection to the internet.

8:47:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI, directing attention to page 4 of the
af orenenti oned HD6 | PADSALI TERACY handout, asked to clarify why
Fai rbanks had such a small nunber of users. He opined that
tying proposed HB 242 to the average daily nenbership (ADVM
student count would not allow for the necessary program seed
money in all the school districts, and he asked how to ensure
equity anong all the school districts.

8:49: 02 AM

MR. ROSE explained that the 53 school districts were each
governed by a local school board, which allowed for different
policies and approaches. He gave exanples for different neans
of inplenentation by the districts, and pointed out that smaller
school districts had nore flexibility for change. He expl ai ned
that funding was froma bl ock grant.

8:50: 48 AM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA asked how the technology interfaced with
culture and | ocal know edge.

MR WHI CKER, in response to Representative Cissna, said that

students were able to use the l|aptops to record cultural
activities, including the filmng of dance groups, conferences,
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and oral histories by the elders. He said that CDL had hel ped
bring people together around a common infrastructure, which
brought many different projects to |light.

8:53:13 AM

REPRESENTATIVE CISSNA offered her bel i ef t hat built-in
incentives were notivators, and she asked whether the separate
school boards were involved, especially as nentors to each
ot her.

8:54:34 AM

MR. ROSE replied that the diversity of the school districts was
broad and that, although the technology and information was
shared with each of the districts, it was necessary for each
district to determne its local need and to find the noney to
i nvest.

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA asked if legislators were invited to the
AASB neet i ngs.

MR. ROSE extended an invitation to the annual conference.
8:57: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON, referring to the handout [included in
menbers' packets] titled "Transform ng Al aska Education through
Digital Learning” and read: "The challenge is that all children
do not have access to an equitable education experience." She
expressed her agreenent wth the statenent, and continued
r eadi ng:

Addi ti onal designated funding will help school | eaders
nmeet that responsibility. Adding funds to the
f oundati on formul a and col | aborati on bet ween
i ndi vidual I|egislators and school districts to expand
di gi tal | earning opportunities for students can
transform education in Al aska. For us to mss this

opportunity to change the face of teaching and
| earni ng now woul d be a tragedy.

She offered her belief that it was necessary to recognize this
as a sustainable opportunity and for the legislature to make it
happen.

8:59:54 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE stated his support for the advantages of
di gital | earning. He questioned whether enough noney was being
requested in the proposed bill.

MR. ROSE replied that the requested anobunt was a starting point,
but that it could be larger. He opined that it was better to
ask for an anmount that would be accepted rather than rejected as
too | arge.

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE renmarked that technology, as it changed,

required an ongoing capital investnent. He suggested that it
woul d require nore funding to acconplish what was necessary. He
asked if there were controls in the proposed bill to ensure that

the funds were spent on digital |earning.

MR. RCOSE expressed agreenent that definitions for accountability
shoul d be incl uded.

9: 02: 38 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if the Al aska apps were free to the
school districts.

MR. VWHI CKER replied that all the content at iTunes U was free,
and that CDL was continually working with partners to "help to
fill that repository.” He noted that other groups were also
working to collect and distribute information, and he stated,
"That's a good thing in that this is too big of an issue for any
one entity to take on by thenselves."

9:03:49 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON referenced a report from a school district
that district purchases of iPod Touch were double that of iPads.
He reflected that the iPod Touch offered the same applications,
was smaller, and was |ess expensive. He asked if iPads were
nore effective for increasing education.

MR VWHICKER replied that the proposed bill allowed each
i ndi vidual school district to select its device. He agreed
that, although there was a lot of current excitenment about the
i Pad, many devices were available and that proposed HB 242
allowed funding for a variety of devices to neet the differing
needs. He stated that there was no explicit advantage to any of
t he devices, but rather it was "a decision of formfactor."
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9:07:26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked to clarify that the consortium would
of fer a conparison of each technol ogy, instead of focusing on a
single piece, to ensure the best results for each user group.

9:08:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PRU TT asked what controls would be inplenented
to allow that individual users would not be distracted by other
uses.

MR WHICKER, in response to Representative Pruitt, explained
that each school |oaded different apps on the iPads, based on
its instructional strategy, and that the distractions were a
result of work online. He shared that schools had installed
filters to support established policies and were offering
pr of essi onal devel opnent for teachers to learn how to teach with
this technol ogy. He suggested that kids would often use the
tools for their own | earning enhancenent.

9:13: 26 AM

CHAIR DICK relayed that Dell was developing a system to allow
teachers to nonitor each student's use of the device.

9:13: 58 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PRU TT asked if there was a way to ensure that
teachers were ready to integrate these technol ogi es, even though
sone teachers were resistant to change.

MR. WHI CKER of fered his belief that professional devel opnment and
training for the use of these tools were the nobst necessary
fundamentals, and that funding was usually the key to both of
t hese.

9:16: 29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON indicated that the technology had to be
synched wth the school conmputers which could erase any
unaut hori zed appl i cati ons.

MR. WH CKER confirnmed this, and he pointed out that future

technol ogy allowed for easier managenent, noting that the i Pads
had teacher, rather than tech, nmanaged sol utions.
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9:18:21 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON directed attention to page 2 of the
fiscal note, and read: "this legislation will need to be
updated to include new vocational education factor, or CTE,
whi ch passed in the 2011 |egislative session and signed by the
governor into law." She asked if the commttee would like this
i ncl uded.

REPRESENTATI VE FEIGE opined that the House Finance Committee
woul d request it.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, directing attention to page 2, line 8 of
the proposed bill, asked if +the funding factor of 1.005
elimnated the 1 percent which had been passed during the prior
year .

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON replied that that the 1 percent had
been a one-time distribution.

MR. ROSE offered his belief that this was now 21 percent in the
bl ock grant, and he agreed that it was ongoi ng.

9:20: 15 AM
CHAI R DI CK announced that HB 242 woul d be hel d over.

SB 8- STUDENT QUESTI ONNAI RES AND SURVEYS

9:20: 36 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the final order of business would be
SENATE BILL NO 8, "An Act relating to questionnaires and
surveys adm nistered in the public schools.”

9: 20: 45 AM

THOVMAS OBERMEYER, Staff, Senator Bettye Davis, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, st ated t hat this bill woul d return t he
adm nistration of the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) to
passi ve parental consent from active parental consent. He read
a statenment from the Departnent of Health and Social Services
websi t e:

The Youth Ri sk Behavior Survey is part of a national

surveillance system developed by the Centers for
D sease Control and Prevention (CDC) to assist wth
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assessing and addressing the health risk of youth. It
is conducted in Alaska every other vyear by the
Department of Education and Early Devel opnment and the
Depart ment of Heal t h and Soci al Servi ces in
cooperation wth public schools.

He shared that the survey was given in the spring of 2011 to
1327 students from 40 high schools, scientifically selected to
represent all public high schools and public high school
students in grades 9 - 12, excluding boarding, alternative,
correspondence, correctional, and home study schools in Al aska

In addition, 969 students from 16 alternative high schools in
Al aska, defi ned as serving hi gh risk st udent s, wer e
correspondingly given the sane survey, with the results for both
surveys posted on the website. He paraphrased from the sponsor
statenment [original punctuation provided] [Included in nenbers

packet s] :

The purpose of SB 8 is to increase participations in
the national biennial Youth R sk Behavior Survey
(YRBS) in order to neet the mninmm 60% participation
level required by the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) for the results to be validated and published
along with other states. There have been years when
the state has not net mninum participation |evels.
Failure to obtain survey information adversely affects
the ability of educators, planners, policy makers, and
parents to understand and address the inportant health
and social issues that affect students' happiness and
success in the future.

To help achieve this objective SB 8 changes the
parental consent requirenent for the YRBS from active
to passive, that is, from witten to inplied consent
if parents are given notice at least two weeks in
advance of the survey by US. nmail, or hone delivery;
the opportunity to review the entire survey at the
school or the district's web site; and a form wth
return envel ope to deny perm ssion in witing.

Parents who do not want their children to participate
usually notify the school immediately at registration
in the beginning of the school year, or after notice
and before the YRBS is given early in the spring
senester. It is the attention of the other parents SB
8 is designed to reach. Failure of parents to return
witten consent fornms in the past has been found often
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to be the result of lack of attention rather than
refusal. Since the biennial survey is only given to a
representative nunber of the 53 Al aska School District
and only to a representative sanpling of high school
cl asses, nmany parents and students wll never be
i nvol ved with the survey.

Students are not forced or required to participate.
They may independently decline to participate or to
answer specific questions in this conpletely voluntary
and anonynous survey. If they do participate,
absolute privacy and anonymity are nmaintained by
strict admnistrative procedures and the return of
i ndi vidual surveys in private and secure sealed
envel opes to CDC

The Youth Risk Behavior Survey helps guide and
evaluate inportant health and prevention programs in
both the public and private sectors. Local, state,
and federal officials, schools, state and federal
agencies, public and private grant prograns, and
nonprofit health organizations rely on these surveys
to educate, allocate resources, and conpare trends

concerning safe behaviors. These include injury
prevention, tobacco prevention and control, obesity
preventi on, di abet es, heart di sease, and stroke

prevention, safe and drug free schools, substance
abuse prevention, violence and suicide prevention, HV
and STD prevention, and connectedness to teachers,
parents and ot her adults.

In short, SB 8 sinply nakes it easier to obtain
information on youth risk behaviors wthout violating

student s’ or parents' rights to privacy, nor
dimnishing the ability of parents to supervise their
chi | dren. At the sanme tine SB 8 increases parental

notice with anple opportunity, instructions, and forns
to opt out.

He pointed out that SB 137, suicide awareness and prevention
training for teachers and other school personnel, had been
introduced for attention as a result of the YRBS.

9:26: 58 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, directing attention to the sectional
summary of the proposed bill from D vision of Legal and Research
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Servi ces, dated January 27, 2011, [Included in nmenbers' packets]
read from Section 3, "Adds specific questions and process for a
student and parent to refuse to participate in a student survey
by submitting a witten denial of permssion.” He pointed out
that the proposed bill did not state that a student had to
provide a witten denial of permssion, but that, per Section
3(e) of the proposed bill, a student "may refuse to answer
specific questions [on] or participate in a questionnaire.” He
offered his belief that a parent could provide a witten denial,
but that the student could, on their own authority at the tine
of the survey, refuse to answer certain questions or participate
in the survey. He asked to clarify that the wording in the
proposed bill took precedence over the sectional sunmary.

MR. OBERMERER confirmed that Section 3 of the proposed bill was
correct.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON suggested that the sectional sunmmary be
revised to avoi d confusion.

9:29:17 AM

CHAIR DI CK asked who designed the questionnaire. He expressed
concern that the questions could be changed in the future to
appear to endorse certain behaviors, rather than inquire or
identify as risky behavior.

MR. OBERMEYER, in response to Chair Dick, stated that the survey
was designed by the CDC and the exact sanme questions had to be
on each survey when given nationw de every two years, in order
to validate the results. He pointed out that a person or
| egislature <could contact the CDC wth concerns for the
guestions, and that CDC desired that every state be involved in
order to obtain know edge regarding risky behavior nationw de.
He shared his observations that participation in the survey did
not induce thoughts about or endorse any specific behavior, as

students faced these matters daily. He declared the survey to
be an identification bank of information from nationw de
school s. He directed attention to the 2011 summary, titled

"Heal thy Al aska," [lIncluded in nenbers' packets] which indicated
t hat snoking, drug use, and suicide were all prevalent, relevant
I Ssues.

9:32:35 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked to clarify that these surveys
were necessary for other organizations, such as the American
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Lung Association, to prove that their techniques were effective
and to obtain funding.

MR. OBERMEYER replied that the survey naterials tracked the
increase and decline within each behavior specific area. He
noted that a "fairly high rate" for snoking continued, even as
the overall rate had decreased.

REPRESENTATIVE P. W LSON, referring to the 2011 summary,
decl ared that snoking had decreased, though not as nuch in the
alternative schools which illustrated that those students were
at a greater risk. She pointed out that these surveys offered
i nformati on and assessnents w thout any cost to the school s.

MR. OBERMEYER confirnmed that alternative schools had higher
per centages for risky behaviors.

9:36:17 AM

CHAIR DI CK asked how Alaska benefited from these surveys.
Ofering his belief that many non-profit organi zations needed
this data in order to obtain funding, he asked which non-profit
groups benefited fromthese surveys.

MR. OBERMEYER offered to provide a list of the non-profits which
benefited from this survey. He declared this to be an
i nformational issue for schools, in order to deal with high risk
behaviors. He pointed out that there was a zero fiscal note for
SB 8, and he acknow edged that private funding was raised to get
nore participation in the survey. He expressed his belief that
the CDC process was not driven by nonprofit organizations
| ooking for increased funding. He declared that the only way to
deal with high risk student behaviors was "to know what they're
doing and this is probably the very best way that we've been
able to cone up with."

9:38:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA observed that proposed SB 8 addressed the
i ssues for conmparing Al aska to other states, with a focus on the
appropriate spending of public noney. She offered her belief
that the worldw de philanthropic organizations donated huge
anounts of funding to Al aska based on data from surveys such as
YRBS.

MR. OBERMEYER pointed out that the survey results provided
extensive details, allowi ng Al aska the opportunity to review the
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ri sk behaviors in other states. He clarified that the handout
was nerely a thunbnail sketch for Al aska.

9:40: 38 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON declared that the survey was nost
hel pful to Alaska and the legislature for determ ning where
efforts needed to be concentrated.

[ CHAI R DI CK opened public testinony.]
9:42:11 AM

EMLY NENON, Alaska Governnent Relations Director, Anmerican
Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, assured the conmttee that
the Anerican Cancer Society encouraged the efforts of the
Division of Public Health in the schools. She expl ai ned that
the YRBS gat hered necessary information in order to "neasure the
effectiveness of all of the prograns that we support,” and for
recognition of the energing issues. In the last decade,
al t hough youth snoking had decreased by 50 percent, it was still
an issue to be addressed. She clarified that proposed SB 8
addressed a problem with logistics, as current law tied the
hands of the school districts for inplenmentation of the survey
in a manner that worked best for each district. She reported
that, pre-1999, there was a vague definition to the means for
i n-school surveys; whereas, in 1999, the |aw was nore protective
for parent and student information. She clarified that these
protections and details were nmintai ned and expanded in proposed
SB 8, but the logistical hurdle of inplenentation by school
districts was nade easier. She declared support for proposed SB
8 in order to protect parental engagenent, better serve youth,
and nonitor the state investnents.

9:45: 35 AM

WARD HURLBURT, M D., Chief Medical Oficer/Director, Division of
Public Health, Central Ofice, Departnent of Health and Soci al
Services, corroborating the testinony of M. Qoberneyer, declared
that the YRBS was inportant to the schools, school districts

the Departnent of Health and Social Services, CDC, and the
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent. He shared that
experience indicated that 10 percent of parents would decline,
and an additional 20 percent of parents would not return the
survey, even after nultiple attenpts to contact them He
pointed out that the survey required 60 percent participation
for statistical significance, and that the governor acknow edged
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the inportance of the survey. He reported that about 25 of the
106 survey questions were subnmtted by the state. He clarified
t hat questions could be changed over the years, and that sone of
the questions were put in the context of presunption that youth
engaged in behavior that many other young people did not engage
in. He expl ained that the reason for the context of presunption
was to elicit honest response. He stated that the governor was
conmmtted to strengthening Alaskan famlies, did not support
passi ve perm ssion, and did not support SB 8, as he felt active
consent was necessary to engage parents with their children.

9:48: 48 AM

REPRESENTATIVE CISSNA reflected that there had not Dbeen
testinmony from the parents, and she opined that parent response
was critical to obtain data, as Al aska |leads the nation in many
aspects of behavioral health risks.

MR. OBERMEYER pointed out that parental consent was requested
during st udent regi stration, and again prior to t he
guestionnaire.

9:51: 35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked about the value of the data
col |l ected by the survey.

DR. HULBURT, in response to Representative Kawasaki, stated that
the data was quite valuable as it addressed many issues of youth
behavi or that could present risks, and that the governor also
agreed with the value of the data.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked how the governor wanted to obtain
conpliance in order to reach the necessary 60 percent of
partici pation.

DR. HULBURT agreed that the participation rates were greater
with passive consent; however, he opined that the governor
wanted to strengthen famlies in the state and preferred the
current net hod.

9:53:51 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked to clarify that the data was not
scientifically defensible if there was not 60 percent

partici pation. He asked if the Division of Public Health used
the data regardl ess.
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DR. HULBURT expl ained that, in years when they had not achieved
60 percent participation, the data was informative but not
conclusive for statistical significance, and "a handicap to us
in obtaining grants for some of the inportant prograns that we
believe can benefit Alaska's youth." He reported that, in 2011
partici pation was al nbst 63 percent.

9: 55: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA offered her belief that it was inportant
to know what was happening with the school districts.

9:56: 22 AM

RYAN KAUFFMAN stated that he was representing hinself on his own
time, and that he supported youth and the efforts to reduce
their risk behaviors and increase their success. He rem nded
the commttee that the survey was conpletely anonynous and
confidential, and that it was an evaluation tool which allowed
rel evant and consistent services for risk behaviors experienced
by Al askan students. In response to Chair Dick, he pointed out
that addressing high risk behaviors at a younger age was a
benefit to Alaska as it |lowered the risk behaviors in the adult
popul ation, thereby reducing fiscal costs and increasing the
gquality of life for Al askan residents. He offered his belief
that there was a fiscal benefit to passage of proposed SB 8, as
the data ensured that the increasing nunber of prevention
progranms were effective. He described that his role with the
Sitka School District for coordinating the YRBS had required an
extraordinary effort to collect the mninmum 60 percent by
necessitating active parental consent. He declared that it
required nmultiple mailings to parents, sending permssion forns
home wth students, and followng up with door to door visits to

homes and work pl aces. He pointed out that the current system
operated to accommodate the 10 percent of parents who actively
opted out of participation. He encouraged support of proposed
SB 8.

10: 00: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEIGE expressed his belief that 60 percent
participation seened high for scientific validation, as a
typi cal sanple was often for much | ower participation. He asked
what standard deviation was scientifically valid and what sanple
size was necessary.
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10: 01: 28 AM

CHAIR DICK said that public testinony would remain open.
[SB 8 was hel d over. ]

10: 02: 01 AM

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Educati on Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 10:02 a. m
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