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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:03: 05 AM

CHAIR ALAN DICK called the House Education Standing Conmittee
nmeeting to order at 8:03 a.m Representatives Seaton, W] son,
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Kawasaki, and Dick were present at the <call to order.
Representative Cissna arrived as the neeting was in progress.

Superi nt endent Presentation: Wangell Public School s

8:03: 59 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the first order of business would be a
presentation by the superintendent of the Wangell Public School
District.

8:04:21 AM

RI NDA HOWELL, Menber, Wangell School Board, introduced the
W angel |l High School students who would provide a presentation
regardi ng the Wangell Public School s.

8:05:22 AM

LORENZO SILVA, Student, Wangell H gh School, thanked the
| egislature for the funding it provided to update the Evergreen
El ementary School playground, which was very outdated and
danger ous. This playground, he pointed out, is used by the
entire conmunity. This upgrade to the playground coincided with
t he Bl ue Ri bbon award, he not ed.

8: 05: 55 AM

JOEL COLE, St udent , W angel | H gh  School , t hanked the
| egislature for the funding it provided for the Wangell Hgh
School One-to-One Laptop Program Having laptops for all the
hi gh school students provides them the opportunity to becone
nore famliar with technol ogy.

MR. SILVA also related appreciation for the funding of the smart
boards, which have enhanced el enmentary and hi gh school students’
| earning and allowed famliarity with advanced technol ogy.

8: 06: 36 AM

BLAINE WLSON, Student, Wangell H gh School, thanked the
| egislature for funding the career and technical education
progranms in Wangell. The progranms provide the opportunity for
students to work with both netal and wood. In fact, students
even | earn how to build boats.

8:07:14 AM
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MR. SILVA then directed attention to the slide that l|isted the
concurrent enrollnent/college courses offered at the Wangell
H gh School . These <college credits are very helpful to
students, particularly since the credits would be nore costly in
col | ege.

8:07:59 AM
MR. COLE highlighted the test scores in the Wangell Public

School District. For reading in 3rd grade, 6th grade, and 9th
grade, 90 percent or nore of the students are proficient or

advanced. For witing, 90 percent of 3rd graders and 6th
graders are proficient or advanced, while 80 percent of 9th
graders were proficient or advanced. For math, 90 percent or

nore of 3rd graders are proficient or advanced, while 85 percent
of 6th graders and 76 percent of 9th graders are proficient or
advanced. He attributed the 76 percent in math proficiency to
the fact that 9th graders have only taken through Al gebra | and
informed the commttee that the math proficiency inproves as
10t h-12t h graders take nore advanced math cl asses.

8:08:47 AM

MR. WLSON then highlighted that the graduation rate at Wangel
H gh School was 93 percent for the 2010-2011 school year. I n
the five vyears prior to the 2010-2011 school year, the
graduation rate at Wangell H gh School has fluctuated between
91 percent and 93 percent.

8:10: 05 AM

CHAIR DI CK, acknowl edging that the Wangell Public Schoo
District is doing quite well, asked for any advice that mght be
passed on to other school districts.

8:10:16 AM

DR RICH RHODES, EdD, Superintendent, Wangell Public School
District, Cty & Borough of Wangell, began by enphasizing that

the Wangell Public School District is a great school system
with a great staff and past adm nistration. He noted that this
is his first year as the superintendent. He said that Wangel

is a wonderful comunity and school board that are responsive to
supporting the school children. The Wangell Public School
District, he opined, wrks hard to naximze the state's
resour ces. However, at this point the district isn't sure it
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can continue shop and art prograns as well as sonme core classes
that only have five students, such as Calculus or Trigononetry.
M. Rhodes said, "You can either pay nore people less or |ess
people nore." The district, he related, is working to find
other ways in which to raise revenue, such as an education
f oundati on.

8:12: 26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if the Wangell Public School system
is project based, traditional classes with projects such as
wel ding, or traditional classes that are integrated into the
proj ect cl asses.

DR. RHODES answered that the Wangell Public School District
doesn't utilize a thematic approach rather it utilizes a |ot of
pl ace- based educati on opportunities. For instance, |arge groups
of students are sent up the Stikine River as the district is
involved in the Float Learning Qpportunity for Academ c Triunph
(FLOAT) school systens grant with other schools. The district
utilizes a FLOAT school where students work on the thematic
approaches to math and science. He related that the district is
utilizing nore and nore of those types of approaches. The
Wangel | Public School District is just conpleting its strategic
pl an, which specifies that "place-based education, technol ogy,
and curriculumall need to be intertwined." Therefore, it's the
district's job to ensure all three of those conponents are
t oget her for students.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON inquired as to whether the concurrent
coll ege courses are offered as distance education classes or by
hi gh school teachers.

8:14: 02 AM

DR. RHODES responded that Wangell is involved with the Al aska
Learning Network (AKLN) project through which teachers in
Wangell are providing courses throughout the state. He
recalled that |ast year one high school student graduated wth
55 college credits. The district, he related, would like to do
nore Al aska-type on-line courses rather than the classes through
Lower 48 sources. Al though the AKLN program is struggling to
find the resources to continue the program a Wangell teacher

will be involved with the program next year teaching GCernman.
M. Rhodes told the commttee that the Wangell Public Schoo
Board's strategic plan considers |anguages inportant, and

therefore are being reviewed in ternms of how to provide nore
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foreign | anguages. Wangell, he related, also believes that its
students are better educated and prepared for college by having
the opportunity to take nusic and fine arts courses. The
af orenenti oned, he said, returns to place-based education, the
t hemati c approach, core curriculum and experiences in life.

8:15:50 AM

CHAI R DI CK asked how many teachers are enployed in the Wangel
Publ i c School District.

DR. RHODES answered that the district consists of about 28
t eachers. In further response to Chair Dick, M. Rhodes stated
that the turnover rate is very low, as the school is able to
of fer a conpetitive wage in a great conmunity.

8:17:14 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if the Khan Acadeny or traditiona
| ecture-based approach is wused, particularly in the advanced
cl asses.

DR. RHODES deferred to the students for an answer.

MR. COLE expl ained that for the woodworking and wel di ng cl asses,
students receive credits for participation. For the mathematics
and English courses, the teacher lectures on the subject and
students then take a test through the University of Al aska for
col l ege credits.

MR. SILVA added that the energency nedical technician (EMIN and
energency trauma technician (ETT) classes are both offered via
the local fire departnent. Those enrolled in the EMI and ETT
cl asses have the ability to join the fire departnment as a junior
firefighter.

8:18:46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON, noting that the Wangell students have
been able to talk with other students in the state, asked how
they felt about their [education] experiences in conparison to
t hose of other students in the state.

MR. WLSON related his understanding that with the shop cl asses
the Wangell H gh School has nore opportunities with |arger
projects than nobst other schools in the state. In further
response to Representative P. WIlson, M. WIson explained that
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prior to taking a boat building class students nust take a
marine fabrication class. Usually, it takes about a year and
mul ti ple shop classes for a student to construct a boat.

MR. SILVA added that the boat is built by a team of students,
who are overseen by the instructor. The team of students
consists of freshmen and sophonores who help to build the boat
of a junior or senior student who is in charge of the process.
He characterized it as a great |earning system

8:20:38 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI inquired as to the students' interest in
college and how to pay for it, particularly in ternms of the
Al aska Performance Schol arshi p. He noted that of the 26
graduates of Wangell H gh School in 2011, 7 net the criteria
for the Alaska Performance Scholarship yet none of them took
advant age of it.

MR. SILVA reported that he and M. Cole plan to attend at | east
two years of their postsecondary education in-state. Since M.
Silva, M. Cole, and M. WIson are in the top tier of the
Al aska Performance Schol arship, he noted that they would obtain
the nost funding from the schol arship. M. Silva related his
pl ans to take advantage of the Al aska Performance Schol arshi p.

8:22:51 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI recalled information that 16 percent of
[ Alaska] students said [that due to the Alaska Performance
Schol arship] they worked harder to raise their grade point
averages (GPA). He asked if that was the case for M. Silva or
ot her students.

MR. SILVA stated that the Wangell H gh School offers many
opportunities for the credits that would qualify students for
the highest tier of the Al aska Performance Schol arship, as well
as encouragenent to take the Scholastic Achievenent Test (SAT)
multiple times throughout the junior and senior years.
Therefore, he opined that students from Wangell H gh School are
prepared for the schol arship.

MR. CCOLE added the he did work to increase his GPA in order to
strive for the higher limt of the schol arship.

Al aska Conm ssi on on Postsecondary Education - Al aska
Per f ormance Schol arshi p Qut cones Report
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8:24:38 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the final order of business would be a
presentation of the 2012 Al aska Performance Schol arship Qutcones
Report.

8:25:11 AM

DI ANE  BARRANS, Executive Director, Al aska Post secondary
Educati on Comm ssion (APCE), Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent (EED), paraphrased from the following witten
remar ks [original punctuation provided]:

Two years ago | appeared before you and discussed, as
one positive outcone of the proposed statew de
schol arship, the capacity to bring you information
that would put a bright Iight on Alaska s current
situation in ternms of student perfornmance. In April
of last year the task force you established to exam ne
hi gher education and career education readi ness issues
in Alaska included in its recomendations for
Strengthening Schools that [Departnment of Education
and Early Devel opnent] DEED, [Departnent of] Labor [&
Wor kf orce Devel opment (DLWD)], [University of Al aska]
UA and ACPE should produce a proof of concept for a
statewi de | ongi tudi nal data systemin FY12.

| am very pleased to join Commissioner Hanley here

this norning in introducing this report to you. The
2012 APS [Alaska Performance Schol arship] Qutcones
Repor t represents bot h t he bri ght light we

collectively agreed was essential and the requested
proof of concept denonstrating the power and clarity
of focus that can arise from educati on data shari ng.

Wth respect to the content of this first report, as

you will Jlearn from Brian, this is essentially a
current situation analysis. The timng of the
scholarship’s inplenentation was such that students
had little or no opportunity to alter their
education’s trajectory to ensure they could Dbe
eligible for the APS. Wthin this context, | found

the data to include both encouraging and sobering
results. Regardless, the data is now available to the
public and | can assure you will inform the work of
the Comm ssion going forward. It is this type of
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information that wll allow us, as Al aska s higher
education assistance agency to deploy our resources
strategically.

| want to commend Brian Rae’s work on this project as
wel | as his data managenent and research col | eagues at
DEED, Labor and UA.

8:27:57 AM

BRI AN RAE, Assistant Director, Research and Analysis, Al aska
Post secondary  Education  Conmi ssion (APCE), Depart ment of
Education and Early Developnent (EED), paraphrased from the
followng witten remarks [original punctuation provided]:

This report represents the efforts of sever al
agencies, and in particular the staff in their
respective research sections. This woul d include, at
the department of EED, its Ofice of Assessnent,
Accountability and Student Information; UA — Statew de
Institutional Research and Analysis departnment DOL&WD
— Research and Anal ysis Section.

The report contents reflect the input of the [Senate
Bill] 221 Qutcomes  Subcommi ttee recomendati ons.
G ven the short duration of the data that we have to
wrk wth - only one senester of postsecondary
experience for APS eligible students - this report
contains only a subset of the perfornance neasures
that will beconme available in future years.

The report presents the data in what we hope are the
broad areas of interest to its readers

Where do APS students cone fronf

Wio's eligible, and who's using it?

Where are they attending?

How nuch was awarded, and for what types of
enrol | ment ?

s the APS affecting educational attainnent?

Does the APS affect workforce success?

In this report, for these last two itenms — educati onal
attai nment and wor kforce success — we can only provide
you with baseline informtion. In future years, the
outcones of APS students can be conpared to this
baseline to determ ne how the scholarship is affecting
t hem
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Finally, we present results of a survey conducted near
the end of the fall senester of APS eligible students.

One observation on the report — in order to share the
data collected by the various agencies while still
providing tinme for the work required to conpile and
anal yze the information, this report reflects Al aska
hi gh school graduation data as of Cctober 4, 2011, and

APS recipients' data as of Novenber 11th

As of February 1st, there were [206] students who had
recei ved APS funds.

Moving on to the report, the first topic area we
addressed was where APS eligible students RESIDE

In Exhibit 1, we sumarize the APS eligibility and
reci pient information based on their school district.

In terms of magnitudes, there are few surprises — with
nearly 40% of the state’'s high school graduates, the
Anchorage SD [School District] also has by far the
| argest nunber of eligible graduates and the | argest
nunber of recipients, with Fairbanks a fairly distant
second. At the other extrene, twelve of the state’'s
districts had fewer than 10 graduates.

MR. RAE, clarifying Exhibit 1, inforned the commttee that ACPE
must abide by the Famly Education R ghts and Privacy Act
(FERPA), which forbid the disclosure of information that m ght
provi de personally identifiable information or tendencies about
students. Therefore, the asterisk in the Exhibit 1 table
doesn't necessarily nmean there were a zero nunber of students.
For exanple, although there is an asterisk for Wangell APS
recipients, there were students from the Wangell Public Schoo

District who were awarded and did take advantage of the APS.
The asterisk signifies that the nunber was small enough that it
couldn't be reported wthout potentially releasing personally
identifiable information. M. Rae resumed paraphrasing fromthe
following witten remarks [original punctuation provided]:

Statewi de, 29% of last year’'s graduates were eligible
for the APS, but there are differences across the
districts.

Ket chi kan, Copper River, Sitka, Denali, and Kodiak
I sland districts each had eligibility rates above 35%
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while Petersburg, Unalaska, Skagway and Haines had
eligibility rates above 40%

Exhibit 2 presents the data from the first exhibit by
regions of the state. A map of the regions is in
Appendi x E, on page 32 of the report.

8:32: 08 AM

| find this chart to be one of the nore interesting
ones in the report. Because there are such |arge
differences in the nunbers of graduates comng from
the wvarious districts, it’'s easier to nmake cross
regi on conparisons using percentages. In exhibit 2,
we see that the Southcentral region had the highest
per cent age of graduates who were academcally eligible
to receive an APS award - 31.7% and the Far North
region had the | owest — 11.4%

Still, school district results within these regions
di ffered. For exanple Nome in the Far North region
had an eligibility rate 5 percentage points above the
st at ewi de aver age.

However, when we consider the percentage of those
students who were eligible who then went on to
actually wuse the scholarship, the Far North and
Interior regions are the clear |eaders. Nearly one-
half of the eligible students in these two areas take
advant age of the APS.

The second topic area in the report was the
CHARACTERI STICS  of APS eligible and recipi ent
st udent s.

8:33:11 AM

As shown in Exhibit 3, female graduates are slightly
nore likely to be eligible to receive the APS than are
mal e graduat es. However, any gender differences
di sappear when we consider the |likelihood that an
eligible student would nmake use of the scholarship -
just over 1/3 of both sexes, when eligible, went on to
use the schol arshi p.

However, when we reviewed the graduates’ eligibility
data by their ethnicity, we saw wider differences in
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the eligibility rates. On average, 28.8% of al
graduates were APS eligible, but nearly 38% of
Caucasi an graduates were eligible, conpared to 8.3% of
Al aska Native and Anerican |ndian graduates.

Still, simlar to the analysis of APS usage by gender,
once a student becones APS eligible, the usage rates
are very simlar across the various ethnic groups,
with about one in three eligible students taking
advant age of the schol arshi p.

8:34:18 AM

Ski pping to Exhibit 6, where we anal yze the attendance
patterns of high school graduates.

This exhibit uses data obtained from the National
Student  C eari nghouse, a repository of data on
students attendi ng post secondary institutions
t hroughout the United States. O the 8,064 public
school graduates in 2011, 30% attended in-state and
17% att ended an out-of -state post secondary
institution. However, there’s a notable difference in
the attendance rates for the APS eligible population
versus the ineligible population. 83% of APS eligible
students pursued postsecondary education sonewhere,
while only 33% of the ineligible population did so.

There were also notable differences in the attendance
patterns of the APS eligible population based on their
award | evel. Wile there’s a |larger economc
incentive for the higher award |evel students to stay
in state — since the top award anount is tw ce that of
the lowest award amount -- APS eligible students at
the top award level are nore likely to attend an out-
of -state institution, while those at the second and
third anard | evels are nore likely to attend in-state.

For t hose i nt erested, t he Nat i onal St udent
Cl eari nghouse identifies the states in which these
students were attending. Maybe not surprisingly,
Washi ngton and Oregon were the two states attracting
the |argest nunber of Al aska graduates. A conpl ete
list of attendance by states is in Appendix B, on page
25 of the report.

8:36: 33 AM
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MR. RAE conti nued:

Continuing to the next topic area, where APS
reci pients are PURSU NG THEI R POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON,
we skip to Exhibit 9.

Overwhelmngly, it was at one of the University of AK
system school s.

This table was created with recipients’ data as of
Novenber 11t h. Since then, nunbers for the UA system
school s have increased slightly, to 505, 339, and 46
for UAA, UAF and UAS.

8:37:05 AM

Since this is only the first year the schol arships
have been awarded, we don’'t have any historical data
to conpare these results to. However, | think there
were sone expectations that there wuld be nore
post secondary institutions represented in Exhibit 9.

Al though it’s not broken out in the table, there were
only 22 of these students who were using the APS to
pursue a certificate, while the majority were pursuing
a bachel or’ s degr ee.

8:37:35 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked whether due to the APS the
uni versity experienced an increase in students over |ast year.

MR. RAE recalled that the enrollnment nunbers of the University
of Alaska were very simlar to those of previous years. Si nce
enroll ment fluctuates from year-to-year, he couldn't parse out
how much mi ght have been a normal upward or downward trend.

8:38: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, referring to Exhibit 9, related his
understanding that only 22 [of the 870 students who received a
scholarship imedi ately after graduating] pursued a certificate.
He inquired as to whether anyone was using the APS for other
certificated prograns or apprenticeship prograns beyond the
Al aska Vocational Technical Center (AVTEC)
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8:38:49 AM

M5. BARRANS said that of the five institutions |isted under the
category "Qther Institutions,” she wasn't sure if they included
a vocational institution.

VR. RAE specified that the five awards in the "Oher
Institutions” category do not include vocational schools,
although sonme of the students are attending vocational
certificate prograns within the University of Al aska. The AVTEC
focuses on that population as well. M. Rae said that he
doesn't have the data to delve into the reasoning behind that,
but there is speculation as to why there may be a snmaller
nunber . Wth regard to apprenticeship prograns specifically,
oftentines they are the unmet need.

8:39: 45 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON clarified that he was asking whether there
were other prograns beyond the five in the "OQher Institutions”
category that would have qualified to receive APS students, but
did not have an APS recipient who chose to attend. He further
asked whether that's well advertised in the program

MR. BARRANS referred to pages 27-28 of the 2012 Al aska
Performance Scholarship Qutcomes Report, which lists the
approved prograns. There are quite a robust nunber of prograns
that a student could choose to attend and use their APS to do
So. As M. Rae indicated, if it's a program through whatever
structural neans the costs are net, the student couldn't wuse

t heir schol arshi p. However, if there is no tuition but tools
are required to be purchased, the APS could be used to purchase
those tools. The APS could also be used to pay for the
student's room and board while attending the program Wth

regard to advertising, M. Barrans told the commttee that in
pronmoting APS it's made very clear that colleges as well as
approved career training prograns are available to students.
Al t hough she said she wasn't sure whether the institutions are
actively marketing their prograns to these students [who are
eligible for APS] as a target population, she suspected that
mar keti ng probably isn't happeni ng.

8:41:36 AM

MR. RAE returned to his presentation and paraphrased from the
following witten remarks [original punctuation provided]:

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE -14- February 13, 2012



This leads us to the next topic area of HOW MJCH in
APS funds were awarded, and for what TYPES OF
ENROLLMENT?

Exhi bit 10 graphically displays what | just nentioned
— the APS recipients were predomnantly enrolling in
bachel or’s degree prograns. Also, as displayed in
Exhibit 11, they were overwhelmngly enrolled on a
full-time basis.

Wien we reviewed the data in Exhibit 6 we saw that the
students eligible for the highest |evel award were the
ones least likely to attend in-state and thus be
eligible to receive the award. This tendency affected
t he amount of APS expenditures by award | evels.

In exhibit 12, while the greatest anount of APS awards
still went to the level 1 recipients, the differences
woul d have been nore dramatic if a higher percentage
of level 1 recipients had chosen to pursue their
studies in Al aska.

Going back to our regions as defined in Appendix E,
Exhibit 13 shows the total funds awarded to students
by their region, and the average award anounts for
each region. For conparison purposes, the statew de
average award was $3, 402.

8:43:18 AM

Also, note that this graph does include the paynents
made to the 35 non-public school APS recipients.

The next two topic areas, how does the APS affect
EDUCATI ONAL ATTAI NMENT and how it affects WORKFORCE
SUCCESS, are areas that are nmuch harder to judge at
this tinme.

Wrkforce data for the class of AY1ll is nonexistent
since APS recipients have not had an opportunity to
pursue their postsecondary education in order to
attain nore gainful enploynent.

As for the APS affect on educational attainnent, we
have only one senester of postsecondary education data
avai |l abl e to anal yze, and t hat data’ s still
prelimnary and subject to change.
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Exhi bit 14 does capture sonme of the earliest available

information — the information on students’ needs for
preparatory classes once they enter postsecondary
educati on. Using information from the University of

Al aska, a total of 3,631 AYll Alaska graduates
attended UA in the fall senmester imediately follow ng
their graduation. O these, 880 were APS eligible.

An analysis of the course taking patterns of the APS
eligible population conpared to the non-APS eligible
popul ati on showed sonme interesting differences. For
exanple, ineligible students were nore than tw ce as
likely to take a preparatory class than were APS
eligible students, at 64.8% versus 27. 4%

In terns of average preparatory hour s t aken,
ineligible students took 2.9 hours conpared to 1 hour
for the APS eligible students. In addition, eligible
students took nore total hours as a group, 2.3 hours
nore than ineligible students. These nunbers
represent only the hours attenpted in the fal
senmester, and are subject to change. Still, if both
groups of students conpleted their senesters as
pl anned, the average APS eligible student would earn
12.6 credit hours applicable to a degree at the end of
their fall senester, while the average ineligible
student woul d have earned only 8. 4.

In t he future, addi ti onal measur es of t he
scholarship’s affects on educational attainnent wll
beconme avail abl e. Exanpl es include the one and two

year retention rates for students pursuing a degree,
and degree conpletion rates.

Exhibit 17 and 18 use UA data for the entering classes
for AYO5 through AYO07. It is not specifically APS
data but data that we anticipate changing for the
better because of the APS, and it provides a benchmark
for future anal ysis.

8:.46: 20 AM
In exhibit 17, we see that for those students
attending UA within one year of their high school

graduation, approximately 3 out of 10 students do not
show up for their second year, and roughly 4 out of 10
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do not continue into their third year. This does not

mean that these students dropped out — many may have
attended UA to earn credit hours and transferred to
anot her school . However, if the APS provides an

incentive for students to stay and study in Al aska, we
can expect these percentages to go up in future years.

Exhibit 18 tracks these same popul ations of students
t hrough AY1l, analyzing the percentage of students
conpleting their prograns and the average years to
conpl eti on. Degree conpletion rates are generally
calcul ated using 150% of the normal tine to degree

meaning allowng a student 6 years to conplete a 4
year degree. As seen in the table, the difference in
conpletion rates between the entering class of AYO5 is
significantly higher than the class of AY07, at 31.6%

conpared to 14% While calculating conparable
information for APS recipients wll take severa
years, it’'s expected that these rates will rise if the

APS has its intended effects.
8:46: 50 AM
MR. RAE conti nued:

Finally, ACPE conducted a SURVEY of APS eligible
students who conpleted a [Free Application for Federa
Student Aid] FAFSA and had included an enmil address
in their FAFSA filing. This included slightly over
1,800 of the 2,322 APS eligible students, and
responses were received from 357 APS  eligible
st udent s.

Response rates ran from a high of 23% for award Level
l-eligible students, down to 16% for award Level 3-
el i gi bl e students.

Nearly 90% of respondents were pursuing a degree, and
5% were not pursuing postsecondary education. o
t hose pursuing postsecondary education, just over one-
gquarter were attending school outside of Al aska and
were therefore not eligible to receive the award in
AY12.

Two-thirds of the survey respondents, 237 students,

said that the APS affected their decision to attend
school . Nearly two-thirds of these students said the
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APS affected their decision to pursue their education
in Alaska, and over 20% said that it made them
consi der doing so, even though they eventually went to
an out-of-state school. Over one-quarter of the
respondents said it was extrenely inportant in
i nfluencing their decision on whether or not to pursue
post secondary educati on.

8:48: 16 AM

I n concl usi on:

Wth the first-ever APS recipients just finishing the
first senester of their postsecondary studies, it is
i npossible to determine the long-term effects of the

scholarship, and it is too early to tell if the
eligibility and enrollnment patterns seen in this first
year were caused by the APS, or if they will continue

into the future.

In future years, as nore data becones avail able,
addi ti onal assessnents of APS effectiveness wll be
possi ble, and a better determ nation can be nmade as to
whet her the programis neeting its intended goals.

| appreciate your interest in the APS CQutcones Report,
and would be happy to try to answer any questions you
m ght have about it.

8:49:11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI, referring to Exhibit 1, asked if there
is any way to disaggregate the data nore than is already
present ed.

MR. RAE responded that the data can be aggregated, which was
done by placing the school districts at a regional level in
order to report nore specifically at the region and bypass the
m ni mum cell size requirenents. He nentioned that a nunber of
school districts could be rolled into an undisclosed nunber.
Therefore, data could be provided on the aggregate popul ati on.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI, referring to Exhibit 4, remarked that
the 8.3 percent of Alaska Native/Arerican Indian percentage of
eligible graduates seens statistically significant. He inquired
as to whether there are any theories for that |ow percentage.
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MR. RAE explained that because this is a 100 percent sanple of
the population of students eligible to receive the APS,
statistical significance doesn't have to "play into it." He
acknowl edged that it's a different nunber of eligible students
as a percentage of their ethnic group, and suggested that one
woul d have to | ook at other factors beyond that to determ ne why
those students weren't eligible to receive the APS. Still, he
agreed that it's a noticeable difference in eligibility per
et hni ¢ groups.

8:51:30 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON recalled that when the APS was created

there was concern that smaller schools mght face disadvantages
such as in course offerings. Therefore, the aggregated data in
terms of the size of schools would be helpful to the commttee.
Wth regard to the enmail analysis, he asked whether responses
were received by those who qualified for a level 1, 2, or 3
schol arship. He expressed curiosity because nuch of the data is
the data he would expect from those students who are the best
students in their school. He then expressed interest in the
reports of the level three recipient responses. He said he
woul d expect nore |evel three respondents to attend college than
woul d have in the past.

MR. RAE explained that different groups of enmmil surveys were
sent, although students weren't identified. From those surveys,
there was a higher response rate for the level 1 eligible
students than for the level 3 eligible students. However, the
underlying reason for that differing response rate is unknown.
The report does separate the three populations by their
eligibility status.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether there was a significant
difference in the level 1 or 3 students, regarding whether the
APS changed their behavior or made them nore likely to attend
post secondary educati on.

MR. RAE pointed out that the comments from the students have
been included in the appendix of the report, but the comments
were not anal yzed based on their eligibility |evels.

8:55: 52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether the requirenent that all

institutions receiving APS funds nust provide an advisory
advocat e program has been tracked.
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M5. BARRANS answered that is not a conponent in the existing
program but could becone a conponent in the future if HB 104
becones | aw. She informed the conmittee that UAA provides
aggressive support for students. In fact, for the last two
years UAA has used MAP-Wrks, which is a predictive analytica
tool that targets danger signs that would alert them that a
student is struggling socially, academ cally, or financially and
allows the deploynent of the appropriate resources to the
st udent . This aggressive strategy is being used by UAA to
increase their conpletion rates. She related her understanding
that UAA is experiencing very positive results.

8:58: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON, referring to Exhibit 1, inquired as to
t he m ni mum nunber .

MR RAE said the m ni mum nunber was five.
8:58: 33 AM

MR. BARRANS, returning to the question regarding the ethnicity
anal yses, clarified that there is no know edge of the underlying
situation of those students who didn't qualify for the APS.

However, the true neasure of the effectiveness of the program
will be the change in those rates over tinme. This report allows
the populations to be scrutinized and di scover whether it's an
achievenent primary to the student, their famly, and their
comunity. If it is primary to the students, their famlies,

and their comunities, then [there could be review regarding]

i ncreasing the opportunities for themto achieve the APS.

9: 00: 04 AM

CHAIR DI CK enphasized that the results are really encouraging,
particularly from sonething that has been inplenmented so
recently. Chair Dick informed the commttee that due to
scheduling conflicts the continuation of the discussion wth
Est her Cox, Chair, State Board of Education, won't occur today.
Therefore, he encouraged nenbers to provide their questions in
witing for Ms. Cox's response in witing. Chair Dick referred
to the handout entitled "HD6 | PADS4ALI TERACY" and encouraged the
conmttee nenbers to famliarize thenselves wth the data
provi ded.

9:02: 50 AM
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ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Education Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 9:02 a.m

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE -21- February 13, 2012



