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CHAIR ALAN DICK called the House Education Standing Conmmttee
neeting to order at 8:03 a.m Representatives Dick, WIson,
Seaton, Feige, Pruitt, C ssna, and Kawasaki were present at the
call to order.

8:04: 25 AM

PRESENTATI ON(S) :  Superintendent, Unalaska City School District

8:04:39 AM

CHAI R DI CK announced that the first order of business would be a
presentation from the superintendent of the Unalaska Gty Schoo
District.

8: 05: 00 AM

JOHN CONVELL, Superintendent, Unalaska City School District,
presented a PowerPoint entitled "Unal aska Cty School District."
He stated that Unalaska was |ocated about 800 air mles
Sout hwest of Anchorage and was the last stop on the Al aska
Marine H ghway's run out to the Aleutians. He reported that the
Port of Dutch Harbor was a year round ice-free port located in
the shipping |anes between the Wst Coast and Pacific R m
nati ons and was ranked the nunber one port in the United States
for the volune of seafood |anded. He stated that, as of the
nost recent Census, the Unal aska popul ation was 4,376, but that
during the fishing seasons three fish processing plants brought
in another 5-6 thousand people. He pointed out that the | ocal
econony relied heavily on the fishing industry and the
busi nesses that supported the fishing industry, and that there
was virtually no unenpl oynment in Unal aska.

Referring to the two schools in Unalaska Gty School District,
he reported that Eagle's View Elenmentary School had been open 10
years, and had 265 students in grades pre-K - 6 wth 15
teachers, 7 instructional aides, and a principal. He pointed
out that Unalaska City School had 200 students in grades 7-12

wth 18 teachers, 5 instructional aides, and a principal. He
spoke about the recent $4.5 mllion renovation, funded through
the Debt Reinbursenent Program and reported that these
renovations nodernized many of the building's systens and had
i ncl uded nmany energy savi ng upgrades.

He stated that the students had access to three conputer |abs

and seven nobile conputer carts. He declared that stinulus
dollars were wused to install interactive white boards in 75
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percent of the «classroons, although bandwi dth issues stil
limted the distance education opportunities. He expressed
optimsmthat a fiber optic cable would one day |ink Unal aska to
t he mai nl and.

He proudly declared that Unal aska City Junior/Senior H gh School
was awarded a 2010 US News and Wrld Report Bronze Medal, one of
only 6 bronze medalists in Al aska, and that Unalaska Cty Schoo
was nom nated for the 2011 Bl ue Ri bbon School s Award.

He reported that both schools enjoyed trenendous support from
the City of Unalaska, community nenbers, and parents, and that
participation in the Parent-Teacher conferences was close to 100
percent in the elenentary school and above 70 percent in the
Juni or/ Seni or H gh School .

He described the ethnically diverse student body as one of the
district's greatest strengths, as students learned to respect
and appreciate one another’s cultures. He indicated that 32
percent of the students qualified for English as a Second
Language (ESL) services, which was down from 42 percent in the
prior year. He announced that the teachers were trained in the
Sheltered Instruction and GCbservation Protocol (SIOP), with the
goal for all teachers to beconme experts in ESL instructional
met hods: "Meeting the educational needs of our non-English
speaki ng students continues to be a challenge that we strive to
get better at each year."

He observed that the preschool program was critical for schoo
readi ness, especially for children learning English as a second
| anguage and for children with disabilities, and that the
District had 40 famlies enrolled in the Inmagination Library.

He noted that the renpteness of Unalaska afforded nany | ocal
educational resources, which included the hatchery |ocated just
across the street from the high school, and with the Marine
Advi sory Program office in the same facility. He directed
attention to the Miuseum of the Aleutians, a world-class facility
that provided educational progranms in the schools and was a
popul ar field trip destination.

He spoke about the school district partnerships wth |ocal
entities to provide educational opportunities for students,
whi ch i ncl uded: [liuliuk Cinic, and the school nurse; the
af orenenti oned Miuseum of the Aleutians; the Al eutian Pribil of
| sl ands Association, and the Behavioral Heal th counsel or

Qunal ashka Corporation, and the Unangan Language and Culture
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Program the Qawal angin Tribal Council, and the Canp Qungaayux
Summer Culture Program and the City of Unalaska, which
consistently funded the schools to the all owabl e cap.

He reported that the average nunber of graduates for the past
five years had been 25 students, and that each school had
consistently nade AYP (adequate yearly progress) since the
passage of NCLB (No Child Left Behind). He pointed out that, as
the Annual Measurable Objective continued to clinb toward 100
percent in 2014, it would be exceedingly difficult for the
district to make AYP. He declared that the school district
encouraged students to pass as many of the HSGQE (H gh School
Graduation Qualifying Exans) on their first try as possible, as
those who did not pass were assigned an additional math or
English class specifically designed to prepare them for the
exanms. He explained that the students were notivated to pass in
order to free wup their schedules for advanced courses,
vocati onal courses, nusic, foreign | anguage, and art.

He observed that, beginning in 2008, the school district began
asking graduating seniors to participate in a conprehensive
survey. Gaduates were surveyed just before graduation, again
after 18 nonths, and again in 5 years, with the hope to collect
data from these surveys to see how effective the prograns were
for preparing students for their post-high school goals.

He indicated that the school district required all high schoo
students to develop a plan for post-high school. Beginning in
the 9th grade, students would work wth the counseling
departnment to develop their plans. He stated that the inportant
thing was that when they wal ked out the door with a diplong,
they also had a plan with a portfolio to back it up.

He spoke about the access to a variety of progranms, courses, and
co-curricular activities for students, which included: Mat h,
English, Social Studies, Science, Vocational Education (Welding,
Carpentry, CADD, Principals of Technology, Ofice Procedures,
and Personal Finance), W rld Languages (Russian, Spanish, and
CGerman), Miusic, Art, and Physical Education & Health.

He noted that the District also had an alternative high schoo
program LIFE (Learning |Is For Everyone), which served students
who may have struggled in a traditional classroom setting,
students who had fallen behind in credits, and older students
who were new to the country and may need a place to inprove
their English skills before entering the regular classroom
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He pointed out the co-curricular sports and academi c activities,
whi ch i ncl uded: Varsity sports in swinmng, Ccross country,
basketball, wvolleyball, and westling, foreign |anguage cl ub,
pep club, spelling bee, geography bee, pep band, Poetry Qut
Loud, Battle of the Books, and Letters about Literature.

He spoke about the educational achievenents of the faculty
menbers as nore than 50 percent had Master’'s Degrees.

He touted the fantastic students, as they were eager and

notivated |learners, and it was “cool to be smart.” The students
had recently distinguished thenselves in nmany statew de acadenic
conpetitions, including: Poetry Qut Loud, Letters about

Literature, and the Al aska Sci ence and Engi neering Fair.
8:16: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked for nore information on the
funding for the early chil dhood pre-K program

MR. CONVELL, in response, relayed that the city appropriation
was $118,000, and that tuition accounted for an additional
$50, 000.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked if there were any neasurenents of
student performance upon entry into kindergarten from the pre-K
program

MR. CONVELL reported that pre-assessnents and post assessments
were adm nistered for the pre-K program and he offered to send
the results to the commttee. He noted that the kindergarten
teacher confirmed a "huge difference in students who have
attended our pre-school program prior to comng to kindergarten
and those that don't, just in their readiness for school, their
ability to recognize colors and letters and nunbers."”

8:18: 05 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if there was any use of technol ogy
in the early |earning prograns.

MR, CONVELL indicated that Imagination Library was a primry
tool, and that the pre-school philosophy was "learning through
play." He declared that, at this early age, students did not
use conputers or i-pads and were encouraged to play, to sing
and to socialize.
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8:19:26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON, noting that 50 percent of the teachers
had additional certification, asked about the teacher turnover
rate.

8:19:47 AM

MR. CONWELL replied that the turnover average was about 20
percent. He shared that for the current school year there would
be 3 teaching positions available froma staff of 33 teachers.

8:20: 39 AM

CHAIR DI CK observed that there was a strong work ethic in the
community that carried into the schools.

8:21: 00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA recalled that there were many comunity
youth activities while adults were worKking.

MR. CONVELL agreed that the conmunity provided nany student
opportunities, and that it was a good place to raise children.

HB 145-K-12 SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM
HIR 16- CONST. AM EDUCATI ON_FUNDI NG

8:23:10 AM

CHAIR DI CK announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 145, "An Act establishing the parental choice
schol arship program to be adm nistered by school districts for
t he purpose of paying the cost of attending grades kindergarten
through 12 at public and private schools; and providing for an
effective date", and HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTION NO. 16, Proposing
anendnents to the Constitution of the State of Al aska relating
to state aid for education. He pointed out that these two bills
woul d be heard together. [In front of the commttee was Version
| of HB 145.]

8.23:50 AM
REPRESENTATIVE PRU TT noved to adopt the proposed committee

substitute (CS) for HB 145, Version 27-LS0223\D, M schel
3/ 24/ 11, as the working docunent.
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8:24:10 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON obj ect ed for discussion.

8.24:21 AM

REPRESENTATI VE WES KELLER, Al aska State Legislature, explained
that a coalition had worked to build the |anguage of the bill,
and that it would be difficult to list a point by point of the
changes to Version D. He stated that the intent of the bill
woul d be under st ood.

8:25: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE asked if the proposed conmittee substitute,
Version D, mrrored proposed SB 106.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER agreed that the house and senate versions
mrrored each other.

8:25: 36 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON renoved hi s objection.

[ There being no further objection, Version D was adopted as the
work draft.]

8:25: 51 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER explained that HB 145 would provide
parents with nore control over the education of their children

as parents were the nost likely to nake decisions about the
appropriate learning environnment for their children. He
directed attention to Version D, Page 1, Iline [7-10], which
stated: "The parental choice scholarship programis established

for the purpose of providing public funding of the cost of
attending grades [kindergarten] through 12 at a public or
private school selected by the student's parent or |egal
guardian.” He declared that the research clearly reveal ed that
private education cost half of the cost for publicly funded
school s, and provided superior results. He declared that it was
"intuitively obvious to ne that the people paying the bills, the
t axes, ought to have sone |evel of choice on where the children

go to school.” He stated that the funding formula for students
would sinply pass the revenue to a participating public or
private school. He agreed that the Alaska State Constitution

declared that the legislature shall establish and nmaintain a
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system of public schools open to all children of the state and
that no noney shall be paid from public funds for the direct
benefit of any religious or ot her private educati onal
institution. He directed attention to HIJR 16, which was being
di scussed in conjunction with HB 145 as a neans to change the
Al aska State Constitution, and noted that these bills would be
nmoved t oget her.

8:29: 24 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked how this bill would work wth
regard to the various school funding.

8:29: 56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER replied that the Departnent of Education
and Early Devel opnent (EED) would address the regul ations, and
that the funds would be paid to a school based on a "simlarly
positioned student."

8:30: 50 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked to define the use of the word
"schol arship."

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER replied that the check would be witten to
the selected private school, and not the parents, as would be
the case in a voucher program He pointed out that this system
necessitated passage of HIR 16.

8:31: 38 AM

CHAIR DI CK pointed out that Senator Dyson, sponsor of SB 106
was present and avail able for questions.

8:31:51 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE indicated concern for the state investnent
in the school facilities, which were separate from classroom
education costs. He asked how HB 145 would separate these
costs. He projected a scenario whereby a school could |ose
sufficient students to no | onger have operational funding.

8:33: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER replied that proposed HB 145 nmade no
di stinction. He stated that it was based on the ADM (average
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dai |y nenbership) formula. He stated: "I personally think that
the good public schools will have no problem because they can
also be a participating school and so, they are in the gane,
i ke you say, for the conpetition."

8:34: 02 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE directed attention to "the reasonable costs
of transporting the student” and he asked for a definition to
r easonabl e. He pointed to the rural areas wth greater
di stances between schools, and the potential for significant
cost .

8:35:01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER replied "lI'd be afraid to guess how
reasonabl e woul d be defined, but to ne, the enphasis on this is
that it is definitely left up to the district." He stated that

each local district was different and this would need to be
addressed by the | ocal school board.

8:35: 50 AM

CHAIR DI CK enphasized that HB 145 "would be disruptive to the
current paradigm"”

8:36: 32 AM
REPRESENTATIVE CISSNA reflected on the already existing

financial challenges facing Al aska, and asked how HB 145 woul d
achi eve the access to equality in education.

8:38: 02 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER suggested that this mght be better
answered by other testifiers, as this bill was supported by a
coalition

8:.38: 22 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked that the w tnesses identify the
school situation for their student.

8:38: 50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PRUI TT asked if there was a fiscal note.
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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER replied that he assuned there would be a
fiscal note forthcom ng.

REPRESENTATIVE PRU TT asked if this would supplenent those
currently paying for private schools.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER replied that HB 145 nerely addressed that
the noney would be sent to the private school. He offered his
belief that parents would no |onger be required to pay for their
children to attend private school s.

8:40: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PRU TT asked if there was concern by existing
private schools that entering into a public process would
sacrifice their independence from public guidelines.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER replied that the |anguage of the bill
clarified that schools would adm nister their own prograns.

8:41:45 AM
CHAI R DI CK opened public testinony.
8:42: 33 AM

TOM FI NK, Board Menber, Private School, said that parents should
have the absolute choice for what school their child attends and
that "the governnent noney wll follow that child and the
governnent wll have no restrictions beyond health and safety.”
He opined that there was a |ot of national dissatisfaction with
public education, with a variety of ideas for inprovenent. He
said that the local school district should provide noney to the
participating schools, which would not exceed what was already
being paid for students. He said this would be linmted to |oca
and state noney, with no federal noney. He offered his belief
that it would inprove the level of education, as one type of

school was not best for everyone. He opined that the parent
woul d nmake the better decision for a child than the governnent.
He declared that it would enable nore innovative schools. He

stated his support for HIR 16 and HB 145.
8:46: 48 AM
M KE DUNLEAVY, Parent, declared that he was "a |ifelong educator

in the State of Alaska" and the parent of three school age
children. He stated his support of HB 145 and SB 106. He said
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that HB 145 would assist the public education in Al aska, as
there was a current nonopoly on education, wth alnmost no
conpetition. He declared that the scholarship program would
have multiple positive inpacts. He allowed that there may "a
little bit of chaos as this firnms up, but in the long run, |
think it's going to help the state education system because
there is going to be conpetition and there's going to be choice
nodel s for parents.”

8:50: 03 AM

SARAH VWELTON read from the Al aska State Constitution: "no noney
shall be paid from public funds to the direct benefit of any
religious or other private educational institution.” She stated
that she was adamantly opposed to this ~change in the
constitution. She declared that the protection afforded was
necessary to ensure that support was not given to any specific
phi | osophi es. In response to an earlier question from
Representative P. WIlson, she said that her two children, her
foster children, and her grandchildren had attended or would
attend public schools. She affirnmed that she was an American
Bapti st pastor, and that HB 145 was an affront to both her and
her congregation. She opined that it would be "a nightmare for
bureaucracy” to nove students out of their hone districts. She
stated her belief that it was necessary to increase and inprove
the funding for all schools.

8:52: 54 AM

LYNN GATTIS said that she was a lifelong Alaskan with two
children, one enrolled in honme school and one in a neighborhood

school . She declared her support for HB 145 as "I know that
nmonopol i es do not produce the best. Qur present public schoo
systens are just that, nonopolies.” She stated that conpetition

in the schools would bring about change.
8:54:51 AM

DR. JESS ELLIS offered his belief that the public schools were
"the educational equivalent of the old Soviet collective farms."
He rem nisced about the breakup of "Ma Bell" and reflected that
innovation was its result, despite the fears that comunication
woul d crunbl e. He endorsed an end to the public school
nmonopoly, to allow parents to choose for the needs of their
chi | dren. He opined that this would better neet the needs of
| onwer incone famlies which could not currently afford private
school s.
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8:58:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked to have the wtnesses respond to
whet her the current statew de education standards should apply
to the private schools.

8:59:18 AM

BETHANY MARCUM said that, although she was not a parent, she was
aware of students who had concerns for the options to a quality
educati on. She questioned the odds of finding a neighborhood
school which fit each student's needs. She endorsed HB 145.

9: 02: 32 AM

MARY ROALEY, Principal, Cook Inlet Acadeny, detailed that Cook
Inlet Acadeny was a private, Christian school, wth an
enroll ment of 165 students. She advocated that it was the

responsibility of the parent for the education of a child. She
opined that parents of children in private schools had to pay
both taxes and tuition. She stated that parents should have the

educational choice for their children. She reported that her
school partnered with parents to educate the children and that
the school had a 100 percent graduation rate. She endorsed

curriculum standards and accountability. She opined that HB 145
woul d all ow schools to nmaintain identity. She expressed support
for HB 145.

9: 05: 38 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if the private schools could reject
appl i cants.

M5. ROALEY replied that private school would need the ability to
screen applicants, as many private schools did not have the
facilities for special needs students, and there was a limted
capacity. She relayed that Cook Inlet Acadeny did not
conprom se on its curriculum and she pointed to the statenent
of faith which was required of the parents to sign.

9:07:23 AM

DREW BAKER said that he agreed with choice and that nonopolies
were not good. He offered his belief that schools should be
rewarded for doing well. He shared that one of his children was

in a private school, and one was in the public school, with the
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deci sion based on each of their needs. He opined that public
school did have a phil osophy of education and social upbringing.
He stated that although HB 145 was a departure from the Al aska
State Constitution, no bill was perfect, and the current
situation was not perfect.

9:10: 30 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON, acknow edging that many parents would
like their child to attend private school, asked Ms. Row ey how
t he students woul d be chosen.

9:11:51 AM

M5. ROWEY explained that every fanmly was interviewed, the
school philosophy was explained, and a determ nation was nade
whet her the school would neet the needs of the child. She noted
that students were often allowed to enroll for a probationary
period if there was any question. She declared that the
i nterview process was designed to be as thorough as possible.

9:13: 08 AM

JENNIE HAMMOND said that her two children attended the private
Cook Inlet Acadeny, as she had observed that the public schoo

system was not working for her "special needs child® with "a
| earni ng issue". She opined that many children would benefit
from smaller schools with smaller classroons. She suggested

that the charter school was the only other current option in her
area. She stated her support for HB 145.

9:15: 24 AM
KATHLEEN BALLENGER, Board Menber, St. Mary's Catholic School

Board in Kodiak, stated her "whol ehearted support for HB 145."
She said that Al aska was behind on the school choice issue. She

stated that the request was sinple, "that each parent or
guardi an of a school age child gets to choose the school where
they want their child to be educated.” She declared that this
woul d offer opportunities to many parents who could not consider
private schools because of the cost. She predicted that this
woul d allow private and public schools to conpete for students,
and that everyone would benefit. She | auded her education, and

t hat of her grandchildren, at a private catholic school.

9:17:55 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if all of the teachers at the school
were certified by the state.

MS5. BALLENGER replied that they were all certified.
CHAI R DI CK asked about the drop out and graduation rates.

M5. BALLENGER replied that there was a 100 percent graduation
rate.

9:18:32 AM

JON RCSS stated his support for HB 145. He offered his belief
that the public school system was broken, failing many students
across the state, and that it was time to nake system c changes
to the school system In Anchorage, the public schools were
failing the Al aska Native students, their graduation rate was 43
percent, and their proficiency scores were 30 points |ower than
Caucasi an students. He reported that Native students had stated
that "they don't feel confortable in [the] schools and that
there's a lot of discrimnation.” He declared that Al aska
Native st udent proficiency scores were  worsening, t he
environnment was not safe, the schools were not culturally
responsive, and that the system was anti quated. He stated his
support for HB 145, to allow parents the choice of schools for
their children.

9:23:49 AM

JEFF MCDONALD said that he was the parent of a student who had
attended public school. He expressed his frustration with the
public school experience for his child, so she was enrolled in a
smal|l private school. He conpared that the cost for the private
school was $3,000 annually versus $12,000 annually for the
public school. He said that he supported the school standards

for curriculum
9:26:43 AM

ANNA BOUTWELL stated her support for HB 145, that the bill was
about choice and that parents should be allowed to decide what
was best for their children. She offered her belief that HB 145
would allow a continuum of the values that were taught in the
hone.

9:30:14 AM
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MARY BARR shared that she was a grandparent, and she stated her
support for HB 145 and HIR 16, as HB 145 would provide
accountability by the | ocal school system

9:31: 04 AM

DAVE BRONSON said that he had two students in private school
and he opined that the Anchorage public schools were failing the
students, as only 69 percent were graduating, even though there
was paynent of $17,000 per student annually. He spoke of the
"lottery" for admssion to charter, optional and imersion
schools, and that this system was unacceptabl e. Replying to an
earlier comment by Representative Cissna, he said that students
were assigned to schools by their zip code, with no choice. He
stated his support for HB 145.

9:33: 22 AM

JIM M NNERY, President, Alaska Famly Council, said that he had
attended Anchorage public schools, but that his three children

were enrolled in a private Christian school. He stated that
attendance in this private school was only possible wth
financial support from the grandparents of the children. He

noted that this private school did not provide a socio econonic
or cultural diversity, and he opined that this was because of
cost. He pointed to available information which indicated that
school choice prograns inproved public school perfornmance and
created healthy conpetition, and he read from the concl usion of
one study: "Qur result suggests that policies that introduce
conpetition to public schools spur inprovenents in public school
student test scores." He inplored the House Education Standing
Conmittee to nove HB 145 out of conmttee. He stated that the
proposed bill was not an attack on the public school, but was an
opportunity for choice and for inprovenent in the public
school s.

9:37:42 AM

LORI BERRIGAN, Chair, Academc Policy Commttee, Birchtree
Charter School, shared that she had two school age children and
that she was a founding parent of Birchtree Charter School. She
stated her belief of choice in education. She declared that HB
145 allowed parents to beconme involved in their child's
education. She encouraged passage of HB 145.

9:39:24 AM
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JODI TAYLOR expressed her concern that the belief of conpetition
in the public school system would not make our schools better.
She opined that private universities in the United States were
the best in the world.

9:40: 33 AM

NATE DAVI S, Superintendent, Gace Christian School, stated his
support for HB 145, paraphrasing from a prepared statenent,
whi ch read [original punctuation provided]:

| am a 43-year Al askan who has been educated in both
public and private K-12 schools in Al aska. I
graduated from the University of Al aska Anchorage wth
degrees in Math and Education. | have taught for
seven years in the public schools of Al aska and have
been educating students for the last fifteen years at
Grace Christian School in Anchorage and now serve as
its Superintendent. M wife and | have four children
and have educated them in public school, honme school
and private school.

| amin full support of HB 145.

The question on this bill that nust remain the
priority is, “Wiat is best for Al askan children?” And
the answer to that nost significant question is, “Only
t he parent knows best.”

The state has long held that parents have the GCod-
given right and responsibility to provide what is best
for the child: food, clothing, housing, discipline,
and educati on.

Should the state ever decide to aid parents in
providing what is best for the child, it should do so
in an equitable manner for all citizens of the state.
Qobviously, this state has long ago decided to give
financial assistance to parents to educate their own
chi | dren.

However, the current system provides 100 percent
funding for sone parents, partial funding for parents
who choose charter schools, only a fraction for those
who choose to hone-school, and 0O percent for those
parents who know that a private school is the best
answer for their child. This partiality and
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discrimnation by the state in funding education is
finally addressed in HB 145, which allows the state to
help all parents bear the full and reasonable cost of
educating their child.

This remnds ne of The Anerican’s Creed which ny
private school made nme nenorize in 5th or 6th grade
More than 90 years ago, WIlliam Tyler Page won a
national contest sponsored by the Comm ssioner of
Education of New York when he authored this brief
docunent that captures the essence of Anerica s nost
significant founding docunents. And | recite in part,
"I believe in the United States of Anmerica as a
Government of the people by the people, for the
peopl e, whose just powers are derived from the consent
of the governed; a denocracy in a Republic; a
sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect
Union, one and inseparable; established upon those
principles of freedom equality, justice, and humanity
for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and
fortunes. ™

As for Freedom Thank you for our current |aws and
| eader shi p! Parents of Alaska already have the
freedom to choose which school is best for their
child... as long as they have a substantial anount of
extra noney.

As for Equality: Wiy do sone parents receive $15, 000
per child, others $10,000, sorme only $1,500, and sone
none? HB 145 addresses Equality by paying the full
cost of education for each Al askan child.

As for Justice: Lawrakers, | beseech you to refuse to
allow the debate to center around the self-interests
of adults. Which adults will be affected by this
bill? Wwo will be enmpowered? Wo will feel slighted?
These are all red herrings. Focus on what is just.

As for Humanity: Keep the debate centered on what is
best for children and stand firmon the principle that
only parents know best what is best for the child.

This is a constitutional issue. Under our current
system many of your Alaska constituents either work
multiple jobs, settle for less for their children,
l[ive with guilt that they should be doing better for
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their ki ds, or dramatically sacrifice their
lifestyles. They sacrifice their very lives, |iberty,
and the pursuit of happiness to give their children
the best. This last, by the way, is very noble if the
state asks every other citizen to do the sane.

As for Gace Christian School and nobst private
school s—yes, we do have grave concerns about what
government restrictions mght acconpany governnent
funding that mght try to limt our school’s autonony.
We say that under this bill all private schools should
remai n aut ononous—their personal distinctive are why
parents choose them Even public schools believe in
site-based nmanagenent to enpower parents to inpact
excel l ence in schools.

What about accountability for private schools? | f
someone asks the question, then they do not yet
understand the beauty of a free enterprise system
where conpetition brings out the best in everyone.
Every private school, like every private business, is
al ready under nore accountability than the state could
ever heap upon it. Parents choose us to educate their
chil d. If we cannot keep parents satisfied, they
leave. It’s that sinple. And, this principle of free
enterprise is the very principle that wll nake our
public schools stronger than ever when HB 145 becones
I aw.

| urge you to trust parents. Trust conpetition. \Wen
private schools |Ilike Gace take average Al askan
students and graduate 100 percent of them and send 95
percent of seniors on to colleges and universities
where they excel, what rules of accountability are
necessary to nmake sure they are doing a good job?

Also, do not let the fears of a mass exodus from
public schools deter you. Even if thousands of
parents wanted to |eave, there would be very little
physical room in current charter and private schools
in the early years for them to do so. It would be a
slow transition as existing schools expanded and new
schools were birthed, giving public schools several
years to becone nore conpetitive. The final result?
A nurturing educational environnent in Alaska where
children would thrive in a large variety of schools
chosen by their parents.
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| urge you to let Alaska beconme the innovative |eader
of our nation in excellent education by noving HB 145.

9:44: 09 AM

BILL NOLL stated his support for HB 145, and said that this "may
be the nobst inportant piece of legislation in front of the
| egi slature this year."

9:45: 13 AM

DAVI D BOYLE stated that he had three adopted children who had
attended school in five different state school districts. He
declared his strong support for HB 145 and HIJR 16, paraphrasing
from a prepared statenent, which read [original punctuation
provi ded] :

| cone to you as a concerned Alaskan. | have been
active in education policy issues for about 3 years. |
would Iike to preface ny remarks before ny
presentation. | represent no special interests. | only
represent what is the best for our kids. | have no
vested financial interests in House Bill 145 and HIR
16. However, | do stand to gain when all Al askan

children can have the opportunity to reach their
maxi mum potenti al .

| strongly support HB 145 because it creates the
opportunities for kids to becone productive citizens

of this state and country. This bill gives parents the
right to choose the best educational fit for their
children, whether it be a charter school, public

school, private school or hone school. A child should
not be relegated to attend the school in which he/she
lives if it is a failing school or does not fit the
child s learning style or needs. W have these failing
schools in Anchorage-they remain open under waivers
from the Dept of Ed and Early Devel opnent and the US
Dept of Education. Wiy nust children from these
nei ghbor hoods be required to attend failing school s?
Many of the failing schools in Anchorage are Title 1
schools and located in lower inconme neighborhoods.
These |lower incone famlies are unable to get their
kids out of these schools and into either charter or
optional schools. (by the way, the <charter and
optional schools in Anchorage are the absolute best
when it conmes to student achievenent.) Under HB 145

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE -22- March 25, 2011



these parents could opt out of these failing schools
and enroll their kids in private schools or non-public
charter schools. If schools are failing, the kids
shoul d not be allowed to fail.

Chil dren should not be denied a good educati on because
of the nei ghborhood in which they live. They should be
allowed to choose the right school just Iike the
famlies with the necessary financial resources do.
These kids should not be denied an equal opportunity
to a quality education because of a zip code.

The current way of doing business, throwi ng noney at
the problem is not solving the root cause of the
probl em Today we have an education nmonopoly in which
only the wealthy can choose options. This educational
system has little incentive to inprove because there
is virtually no conpetition. This system asks for nore
nmoney to solve its problens with little, 1if any,
accountability for making progress toward increasing
student achi evenent.

This bill and HIR 16 can bring a transfornational
change to a broken system Alaska can blaze a trai
and set the exanple for the other states in true
school choice. | ask that you be the trailblazers for
our kids. Qur only focus should be on the kids and
what is best for them

9:48: 39 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEIGE asked M. Boyle how the Alaska school
districts conpared to the five other state school districts
whi ch his children had attended.

MR. BOYLE replied that Anchorage was in the m ddle.

9:49: 15 AM

DENNI S BRADLEY declared that his children and grandchil dren had
attended public school in Anchorage, and he stated his support
of HB 145 as it would provide parents the flexibility to choose
t he school best suited for their children.

9:52:16 AM

SI D HElI DERSDORF, stating his support for HB 145, paraphrased

from a prepared statenent, which read [original punctuation
provi ded] :
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| support H B. 145. | believe the availability of a
schol arship program giving parents the choice of which
schools they wish to support is a step in the right
di rection. I think nobst people agree that the
performance of our schools in ternms of student
educati ons has seriously declined. W have w tnessed
for many years the failure in our public schools as
t hey have norphed into social services organizations.
During this tine the constant demand has been for nore
and nore noney. In fact, the decline in school
performance has occurred precisely during the period
when nore and nore public noney is being spent in
public education. It is an unhappy fact that very few
public officials and |egislators are wlling to stand
up to the powerful wunions and professional school
adm nistrators as they demand an increase in
expendi t ur es.

The problem with our schools is not |ack of adequate

f undi ng. In Alaska, the anount of nobney spent per
student ranks near the top when conpared to the fifty
states. Mre nmoney wll not salvage the present

system W are long past the tine when we should have
admtted that our present approach does not work and
we need a change in direction.

There are nmany reasons for the decline of our schools
and H. B. 145 or simlar approaches represent needed

changes. Reversing the trend will not be easy because
of the entrenched and powerful opposition which major
changes will precipitate. | believe at |east two ngjor

changes are required to inprove the performance of our
schools and make them responsive once again to the
educational needs of our children. First of all we
need a drastic restructuring of the public school
system which gives nore autonony to I|ocal schools.
This would involve freeing the schools from the grasp
of the existing educational bureaucracy and the
Nati onal Education Association, thereby, giving our
good teachers a chance to do the job they were hired
to do- nanely teach

Secondly, a good dose of conpetition anobng our schools
woul d be beneficial for all of our schools. Par ent al

choice will return sone power to the parents where it
bel ongs. This is where H B.145 would contribute to
i mproving  our school s. There is not hi ng like
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conpetition to inprove services and performance as
school s concentrate on the business at hand which is
educati on.

Utimately, | believe a full-fledged voucher system
wher eby parents receive noney for each child and the
freedom to select the school of their choice is

cheaper sinpler to admnister. It would provide
incentive to our schools that we are finally serious
about inproving their performance. In conclusion, |
support H B. 145. | believe it is a step in the right

direction to give sone choice to parents to support
school s that are doing a good job.

9:55:35 AM
RICHARD G ESSEL stated his support for HIR 16 and HB 145, and
noted that he had been a teacher for 16 years. Par aphr asi ng
from a prepared statenment, he read [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Public School s are Reli gi ous.

Secular Humanismis the official State Religion of our
Publ i ¢ School s.

John Dewey, father of nodern public education was main
architect of the 1933 “Humani st Manifesto.”

Charles Francis Potter, honorary president of the
Nati onal Education Association was coauthor of the
“Hurmani st Mani festo.”

First Anmendnment to US Constitution states, “Congress
shall nmake no law respecting an establishnent of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

Federal Department of Education, State of Alaska, and

Anchorage School Board have all violated the First
Amendnent by establishing Secular Humanism as the
of ficial atheistic religion of the State and

elimnating Biblical Christianity from public schools.
It is wong for the State to confiscate a citizen's
property by force (through property and business
taxes) and use that noney to indoctrinate his children
in areligious worldview contrary to what he believes.
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The proposed School Choice bill corrects this
violation of the First Amendment for citizens of the
State of Al aska.

It restores freedom of religion by allowi ng parents to
put their children in a school where their religion
will be respected and affirned rather than nocked and
deni gr at ed.

It stops the legal plunder of Theistic Believers by
the State and the exclusive use of the confiscated
property to indoctrinate Theistic Believers’ children
in atheism

The State is not God and should not dictate teaching a
single Religious Wrldview Please fix our faulty
state constitution and restore our freedom of religion
by passing the School Choice neasures.

9:57:51 AM

CHAIR DI CK agreed that secular humanism was the religion of the
state.

9:58: 14 AM

KATHERI NE HI CKS stated that her son went to public school, and
she shared her reactions to visits of the |ocal grade schools.
She stated her support of HB 145 and HIR16, and pointed out that
the bill addressed the need for academ c accountability.

9:59: 51 AM

CHAI R DI CK decl ared that public testinony would remain open.

[ HB 145 and HIR 16 were hel d over.]

10: 00: 56 AM

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Educati on Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 10:00 a. m
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