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POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing on HIR 24, answered
guesti ons.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:36: 38 AM

CHAI R CATHY ENGSTROM MJUNQZ called the House Conmunity and
Regional Affairs Standing Committee neeting to order at 8:36
a.m Representatives Foster, Austerman, Saddler, and Munoz were
present at the call to order. Representative Gardner arrived as
the neeting was in progress.

HIR 24- SUPPORT FED. FOREST LAND REVENUE SHARI NG

8:36:47 AM

CHAI R MUNOQZ announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTION NO. 24, WUging the United States Congress
to reauthorize the Secure Rural Schools and Comrunities Self-
Det erm nation Act of 2000.

8:36:49 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PEGGY WLSON, Al aska State Legislature, speaking
as the sponsor of HIR 24, stated the follow ng:

HIR 24 urges the President of the United States and
Congress to honor an agreenent nade in 1908. That
agreenent was to support roads and schools in
communities that are surrounded by national forests.
Hi storically, the federal governnment shared 25 percent
of the annual incone earned fromthe activities within
t hose national forests with states for distribution to
boroughs located within the national forest. The
federal government has steadily decreased paynent over
the years through the Secure Rural Schools [and
Community Self-Determnation Act] (SRSCA). Wi | e
those comunities still have the sane needs as they
did in 1908, the funding has continually decreased.
Forest comunities remain surrounded by governnent
land, lacking the ability to utilize the land to
create revenue |ocally. Thirty-two comunities and
the State of Al aska receive support through SRSCA A
total of $16 mllion was given to the State of Al aska
and those communities |last year. Forty-two states and
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Puerto Rico also receive paynents from SRSCA
Reaut hori zation of the Secure Rural Schools Act is
supported by l|ocal schools, by the National Forest and

School Coal i tion, by t he West ern Governors
Associ ati on, and at | east 29 senators and 69
representatives, i ncl udi ng Al aska's del egati on.

Al aska's schools need continuing support from the
federal governnent because of the location of all of
our communities that receive it are still wth the
nati onal forest. Reaut hori zation of the Secure Rura
Schools Act is in the president's 2012 budget, but
Al aska needs to send a strong nmessage to the president
that he needs to continue this programat a |evel that
wi |l sustain our schools.

8:39:46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER inquired as to whether there is any
opposition to HIR 24.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON responded that she didn't know of any
opposition to HIR 24.

8:40: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER related his wunderstanding that [the
funds] aren't contingent upon production from national forests.

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON explained that years ago the tinber
industry [flourished] in Southeast Al aska, but over the years
that has been cut off. Currently, the funds [from SRSCSA] have
been authorized in one-year increnments, which nakes schools and
t he conmuni ties nervous.

8:40: 53 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked if this resolution requests a |ong-
term aut horization, say for five years.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON specified that the reauthorization in
the president's budget is for just one year. However, the hope
is to [reauthorize the funds] for five years.

8:41:13 AM

CHAIR MUNOZ asked if $16 million represents 25 percent of the
econom c activity in the national forests in Southeast Al aska.
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8:41:25 AM

SHELI A FI NKENBI NDER, Staff, Representative Peggy WIson, Al aska
State Legislature, explained that the original SRSCA enacted in
1908 required 25 percent annual incone based on the revenues
fromthe national forest. \Wen tinbering declined, the receipts
from the national forests were inconsistent and declined
sharply. The federal governnment needed to inplenent sonething
nore secure and consistent that would continue to support these
communities since the logging was no |onger occurring. Thi s
resolution requests a long-term sustainable act. Al t hough the
sponsor understands that's not going to happen as the
president's budget includes a [one] year program The paynents
from the program are declining, which isn't going to work for
communities in the future. These communities are still
surrounded by national forests that can't be devel oped and need
a consi stent revenue stream

8:42: 50 AM

CHAIR MUNQZ asked if [SRSCA] is simlar to the paynent in lieu
of taxes program

V5. FI NKENBI NDER answered that it's a piece of the program
8:43: 17 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked if there are any conditions wth
regard to how t hese funds are used.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON informed the conmittee that her school
district is fortunate because the comunity places alnost all
the funds into the school. However, it's left to each comunity
council to decide how to use the funds.

8:44: 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER stated that she is very confortable with
HIR 24.

8.44: 17 AM
REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER noved to report HIR 24 out of committee

with individual recomendations [and the acconpanying fiscal
notes]. There being no objection, it was so ordered.
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8:44: 44 AM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Community and Regional Affairs Standing Commttee neeting was
adj ourned at 8:44 a.m
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