FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Bill Version SB 218
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fiscal Note Number 5
(S) Publish Date 2/22/12

Identifier (file name) LL0627-DOA-OPA-2-17-12 Dept. Affected Administration

Title Sex trafficking and distribution of indecent material Appropriation Legal & Advocay Services
Allocation Office of Public Advocacy

Sponsor Rules by Request of the Governor

Requester Governor OMB Component Number 43

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Included in
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FY13

FY13
Appropriation
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Out-Year Cost Estimates
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Travel
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Capital Outlay

Grants, Benefits
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FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 |Federal Receipts

1003 |GF Match

1004 |GF

1005 |GF/Prgm (DGF)
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1178 |temp code (UGF)
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POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary
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Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs (separate supplemental appropriation required)

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs (separate capital appropriation required)

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Not applicable, initial version

Prepared by
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Richard Allen, Director

Phone 907-269-3504
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Date/Time 2/17/12 3:00 PM

John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner

Date 2/17/2012
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FISCAL NOTE #5

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 218
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

This bill changes the language used to describe conduct "promoting prostitution" to the phrase, "sex trafficking,"
prohibits the intentional distribution of indecent material to persons known or believed to be less than 16 years of
age, and prohibits possession with the intention to distribute indecent material to persons known or believed to be
less than 16 years of age. This bill elevates the charge of prostitution from a B misdemeanor to an A misdemeanor if
the subject person is under the age of 18. This bill includes “online enticement of a minor in the definition of “most
serious felony." The bill also creates the crimes of: conspiracy to commit human trafficking, a class B felony which
carries a sentence of up to 10 years imprisonment, and conspiracy to commit sex trafficking, a class A felony which
carries a sentence of up to 20 years imprisonment. This bill amends the definition of “sex offense” for the purpose
of sex offender registration requirements by including any conviction in another state that would require registration
as a sex offender in that state.

Additionally, this bill amends Rule 38 of the Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure by adding a new section that allows
for testimony using two-way video conferencing. The bill also specifies that video conference testimony is allowed
for witnesses whose testimony is used to determine competency of the defendant under this section, where the
witness would be required to travel more than 50 miles to court, or where air travel to court is customary.

This bill will result in increases in felony cases and more complex sentencing for certain felonies. The Office of Public
Advocacy does not have a reliable method for determining how many more persons may be charged for failing to
register as a sex offender under the new definition or whether those charged would qualify for representation by the
Office of Public Advocacy. Therefore, the Office of Public Advocacy submits an indeterminate fiscal note.
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