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Analysis
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2012  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

SB 135 provides that a victim has the right to be notified of a request for a continuance that may substantially delay 
the prosecution of a case, including the trial, sentencing, appeal, and any hearing addressing the defendant’s release 
from custody.  It requires the prosecution to inform the victim of any pending motion that may substantially delay 
the prosecution and to inform the court of the victim’s position on the motion.  The term "substantially" is not 
defined. 
  
It could be argued that the prosecution and the courts are already considering the victim’s position before granting a 
motion to continue a case and that the additional requirements in the bill are unnecessary.  To the extent that the 
position of victims are not already being considered by the court, this bill could add to the cost of a prosecution. 
 
For example Section 1 requires notice of a request for a continuance and applies to both felonies and misdemeanors. 
In 2011 the state prosecuted 7,561 felonies and 22, 721 misdemeanors. Additional notification could require 
significant staff time.  
  
Therefore the fiscal impact cannot be accurately determined. 
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