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An Act relating to child support awards; and repealing
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SB 134 will establish Alaska child support guidelines in statute and repeal the court Civil Rule 90.3 child support 
guidelines.    The bill changes child support calculation formulas from the current percentage approach that only 
takes into account the non-custodial parent's income to an income shares model that considers the income of both 
parents.  Additionally, the bill increases the minimum support amount required of the non-custodial parent and 
decreases the percentage of time required for a finding of shared custody.   
  
AS 25.24.170(b) and AS 25.27.190(e) consider the adoption, enactment or significant modification to the guidelines a 
material change of circumstance for the purpose of a modification of the order.  This would allow custodial and non-
custodial parents to request a modification of their existing order(s).  Federal law, 45 CFR 303.8(e), requires the Child 
Support Services Division (CSSD) to complete modification requests within 180 days from receipt of the request.   
CSSD could lose significant federal funds if it cannot meet this requirement.  CSSD estimates it is enforcing 
approximately 20,000 child support orders that would be eligible for modification.  CSSD conservatively anticipates 
10,000 modification requests will be submitted in the first six months, with about ½ of the requests on court orders.    
The Attorney General’s Office, Collections & Support Unit, represents CSSD in court when the agency requests 
modification of a court-issued child support order.  The Collections & Support Section currently processes about 700 
modification requests a year with 3.5 attorneys.  The anticipated increase in modification requests from 700 to 5,000 
in one year will require non-permanent positions of 12.5 attorneys, 2 paralegals, and 5 support positions to meet the 
anticipated initial demand. 
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