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Analysis
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2012  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

This bill will enhance the legal protections against fraud and financial abuse available to elders and vulnerable adults.  
The Office of Public Advocacy wishes to highlight two portions of the bill that will provide new emergency 
procedures to protect vulnerable adults who may be served by the agency's Elder Fraud or Probate practices.

In Section 7, the bill creates two emergency judicial proceedings to stop and prevent financial exploitation of 
vulnerable adults.  The first is a process for the appointment of temporary conservators.  This will allow the court to 
impose emergency conservatorships to assist vulnerable individuals with their financial affairs to prevent imminent 
waste or fraudulent dissipation of their estates.

The second creates a process for the imposition of financial protective orders.  Individual victims or other concerned 
parties will be able to apply for the protections of 20 day ex parte protective orders to stop or prevent financial 
exploitation.  The initial ex parte order may be extended for up to six months after notice and a hearing at which the 
respondent may be heard.

This bill also provides for expanded reporting of financial abuse and enhanced penalties in criminal cases when there 
is an elderly victim.  Additionally, the bill criminalizes violations of the financial protective orders.

The agency does not believe that this will result in significant cost increases to the agency.  Accordingly, the Agency is 
submitting a zero impact fiscal note.
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