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STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.

2011  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

This bill will create two new Superior Court judge positions in the Third Judicial District.  The agency has been advised 
that these two judges will be handling Anchorage Child in Need of Aid (CINA) matters.  Currently, there are ten 
Anchorage Superior Court judges handling CINA matters.  The addition of two new Superior Court judges will 
considerably increase the number of CINA cases heard on a weekly basis. 

The Office of Public Advocacy currently has five full time staff attorneys in Anchorage who represent parents in CINA 
matters.  These attorneys are within a staff section with a total of eight attorneys and two support staff (one law office 
assistant and one paralegal).  The addition of two more judges will greatly increase the demands on these attorneys 
and staff to prepare for and appear in court for CINA matters.  In order to adequately address the increased demands 
on the agency, the agency will need one additional attorney and one additional law office assistant. 
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