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2012  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

This bill relates to conspiracy to commit human trafficking in the first degree or sex trafficking in the first degree; 
relating to the crime of furnishing indecent material to minors, the crime of online enticement of a minor, the crime 
of prostitution, and the crime of sex trafficking; relating to forfeiture of property used in prostitution offenses; 
relating to testimony by video conference; adding Rule 38.3, Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure, and providing for an 
effective date.   
  
This bill changes the language used to describe conduct "promoting prostitution" to the phrase, "sex trafficking,"  
prohibits the intentional distribution of indecent material to persons known or believed to be less than 16 years of 
age, and prohibits possession with the intention to distribute indecent material to persons known or believed to be 
less than 16 years of age.  This bill includes “online enticement of a minor in the definition of “most serious felony."  
The bill also creates the crimes of: conspiracy to commit human trafficking, a class B felony which carries a sentence 
of up to 10 years imprisonment, and conspiracy to commit sex trafficking, a class A felony which carries a sentence of 
up to 20 years imprisonment.   
  
Additionally, this bill amends Rule 38 of the Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure by adding a new section that allows 
for testimony using two-way video conferencing.  The bill also specifies that video conference testimony is allowed 
for witnesses whose testimony is used to determine competency of the defendant under this section, where the 
witness would be required to travel more than 50 miles to court, or where air travel to court is customary.  
  
This bill will result in increases in felony cases and more complex sentencing for certain felonies.  The Office of Public 
Advocacy does not have a reliable method for determining how many more persons may be charged.  However, OPA 
is not anticipating a significant impact to the current case load or fiscal cost increase with the passage of the 
legislation.  The Office of Public Advocacy will monitor for a future potential fiscal impact.  Therefore, at this time, a 
zero impact fiscal note is submitted. 
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