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Analysis
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2012  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

This bill amends AS 11.56.310(a) by adding language that changes the definition of escape by including persons who 
remove themselves, without authority to do so, from a “secure” correctional facility while under official detention 
for a misdemeanor.   Additionally, AS 11.81.900(b)(9) is amended by broadening the definition of a correctional 
facility.  This new definition adds the descriptors prison, jail, camp, farm, halfway house, group home, holding facility 
or other placement as a correctional facility, when used for housing persons under official detention.

The expanded definition of correction facility and the inclusion of unauthorized exit from official detention in 
misdemeanor cases will increase the range of conduct that can be charged as escape and may increase the number 
of escapees charged.  Additionally, the expanded definition will impact the number of cases that can be charged 
under the promoting contraband statutes.  The Public Defender Agency has no reliable method for determining how 
many cases will be charged under the expanded definition, or how many of those charged would qualify for 
representation by the Public Defender.  The Agency submits an indeterminate fiscal note. 
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