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No previous action to record.
W TNESS REQ STER

DENI SE WARTES, Program Coor di nat or

Rural Al aska Honors Institute (RAHI)

Fai r banks, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Expl ai ned the RAHI program

SAMANTHA FCSS, RAHI st udent

Pedro Bay, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented Rural Al aska Honors Institute
docunentary film

LAURA FOX, RAHI student

Takot na, AK

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented Rural Al aska Honors Institute
docunentary film

COREY JOSEPH, RAHI st udent

Kw gi | Ii ngok, AK

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented Rural Al aska Honors Institute
docunentary film

JAYNA KELLY, RAH student

Pilot Station, AK

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented Rural Al aska Honors Institute
docurnentary film

NELLI E | YAPANA, RAH student

Little Dionede Island and North Pol e, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented Rural Al aska Honors Institute
docunentary film

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
9:43: 55 AM

COCHAIR LESIL MCGQU RE called the joint neeting of the Senate
Special Committee on Wrld Trade, Technol ogy and | nnovation and
t he House Speci al Comm ttee on Econom ¢ Devel opnent ,
I nternational Trade and Tourismto order at 9:43 a.m Present at
the call to order were Senators Welechowski and MGuire; and
Represent ati ves Dahl strom and Ranr as.
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RURAL ALASKA HONOR | NSTI TUTE STUDENT DOCUMENTARY FI LM DEBUT

CO CHAIR MCGQUI RE announced the business before the commttee
would be to view filns by students from the Rural Al aska Honor
Institute (RAHI ). She wel coned the students and rel ayed that the
noon vi ewi ng woul d be tel evised on Gavel to Gavel.

9:45: 20 AM

CO- CHAIR RAMRAS wel coned the students and provided a short
| esson on the legislative conmttee process. He also nentioned
the nunber of females in Alaska who are in positions of
i nfluence and counseled the fenmale students to be strong role
nodels. He related that one objective today is to interest
Al aska Airlines in offering these docunentary filnms to travelers
for in-flight viewing. This would be a great way for Al askans
and visitors to the state to see Alaska through your eyes, he
said. He expressed hope that this will beconme an annual event
and enphasized the inportance of hearing the strong vibrant
voi ces of young Al askans.

COCHAIR MCGUI RE encouraged the students to visit other
commttee neetings during the day. She explained that the Al aska
State Legislature has a commttee-driven process so a lot of the
decisions are made at this level. Topics that are currently
bei ng debating range from oil and gas taxes to schol arships for
Al aska students. She asked the program advisor to tal k about the
RAHI program and each student to tell what inspired their work.

9:50: 44 AM

DENI SE WARTES, Program Coordi nat or, Rur al Al aska Honors
Institute (RAHI), reported that the RAH program started in
1983. It was the result of a series of neetings between the
Al aska Federation of Natives (AFN) and University of Al aska
officials to address the alarmng retention rate of Al aska
Native and rural students. This conpetitive 6-week summer
program is on the Fairbanks canpus for juniors and seniors
interested in going to college. Al expenses are paid and the
students receive college credit.

M5. WARTES relayed that RAH student Jerica Aanpdt who is from
Barrow was not present because she had a conflicting school
event. Her docunentary focuses on climte change and the
recedi ng pack ice.
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10: 01: 21 AM

SAMANTHA FOSS, RAHI student, said she is a senior in high school
and was recently accepted to UAF. She decided to produce a

docunentary on the effect the Pebble Mne potentially will have
on her village because she believes that young people should be
nmore attentive to issues that will affect themin the future.

M5. FOSS said that she is half Deg Hit'an Athabascan and half
Yupi k Eskinb. She lives in the small village of Pedro Bay on

Lake Iliama. Her famly has lived in Pedro Bay since the '30s
and has always respected the ability to hunt and fish and pick
berries. She fears that Pebble Mne will take that away.

M5. FCOSS highlighted that Pebble Mne is partnered with Northern
Dynasty and Angel o Anerican and has reportedly nade a very |arge
gold and copper discovery in Southwest Al aska. Their goal is to
get the resource from the mne to Cook Inlet for shipping and
that will be done by building 86 mles of road that will run
through her village. This wll affect Lake Iliama's watershed,
the fresh water seals, and sockeye sal non, she said.

In closing Ms. Foss questioned what wll happen to Pedro Bay
after Pebble Mne and whether the definition of rural Al aska
wi | | have changed.

10: 15: 53 AM

LAURA FOX, RAHI student, said she is a high school senior living
in the small village of Takotna. She has applied to attend UAF
and she hopes to becone a | awer one day. She expl ained that her
docunentary focuses on the affect that alcoholism has on
children in a famly and how a child in that situation sonetines
has to assune the role of an adult because the parent is
i ncapabl e. She believes that this is wong.

Ms. Fox said hers is a story about a young girl and her brothers
becomi ng warriors through |ove and devotion. She told about
being a child and a caregiver to her brothers and alcoholic
not her for five years after their father and grandnother passed
away. She and her siblings were eventually separated and | ater
reunited to live with an elderly couple. This couple provided
many opportunities and taught the siblings lifelong skills. In
particular they learned that they don't need to drink; the
experience they had was enough.

10:17: 18 AM
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COREY JOSEPH, RAH student, said he is from Kwigillingok and he
is Yupik. He said his language is dying and that is a concern
because people who lose their language also lose their world
vi ew and perspective. His culture has sayings and teachings that
he accepts and believes because he can speak Yupik. |[If the
| anguage is lost, it won't be possible to pass on the thousands
of years of wisdomto the children. "How can we teach the w sdom
of our people in a foreign | anguage?” he asked.

MR. JOSEPH and his grandnother spoke Yupik throughout his

docunmentary. He described how Kwi gillingok began and how the
Yupi k culture is disappearing as Wstern innovations beconme nore
comonpl ace. "These things, like a river, cause the old ways to
erode, " he said.

10: 20: 57 AM

JERI CA AAMODT, RAHI student from Barrow, describes past and
present life of the Inupiat people who live above the Arctic
Circle, in the Land of the Mdnight Sun. They are a unique
people living in a unique place, in a tinmne of great and

irreversi ble change, she said.

M5. AAMODT said her people live near the Arctic Ccean; they are
peopl e of whaling. But climate change is changing the definition
of the Arctic. The pack ice is receding and no |onger protects
the shoreline from erosion. Also, it is no |longer always wthin
striking distance for hunting. The ocean is changing and now
there are just nenories of what used to be, she said.

10: 28: 29 AM

JAYNA KELLY, RAHI student, said she is fromPilot Station on the
Yukon River. She graduated from high school |ast year and hopes
to attend UAF this fall. She is Yupik and she was inspired to
docurment her famly and her culture. She and her siblings are
often asked to teach the Yupik |anguage to people living in the
Yukon area. Many have lost this ability, she said.

M5. KELLY titled her docunmentary, "Living an Al askan Life." She
told about caring for her brothers and sister. Losing their nom
was hard, but they are noving on. Summers are fun; they swim
canp, and fish with famly and friends. Her brothers go net
fishing in the summer and ice jigging in the winter. Wen her
brother was |ucky enough to get a black bear they brought it
honme and ate it for dinner. Special occasions, birthdays, and
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hol i days are celebrated surrounded by famly and friends. There
are many snmles. At the end of the day they tell their brothers
that they can have fun again tonorrow.

10: 32: 10 AM

NELLI E | YAPANA, RAH student, said she is originally fromLittle
D onede Island in the Bering Sea, but since age 9 she has lived
in North Pole. She is a first-year student at UAF and she was
inspired to docunent her |ife experiences. M. |yapana expl ai ned
t hat because her biological nother was addicted to al cohol, she
was unable take care of herself and had to relinquish her
parental rights.

M5. | YAPANA tal ked about everything happening for a reason. |If
she hadn't been placed in state custody, she wouldn't be where
she is today. She is the only person fromLittle D onede who is
getting a college education and she knows she has a bright
future. Ms. lyapana's docunentary is very appropriately titled,
"Let Your Light Shine."

CO CHAIR MCGUI RE thanked the students and the follow ng people
for their tireless and expert help: Denise Wartes as the project
| eader; Ann Ringstad from UAF, Tara Sweeney with the Arctic
Sl ope Regional Corporation; Hugh Short wth Alaska Gowh
Capital; her aide, Shalon Szyamanski; and Jane Pierson and
Mar garet Dowl i ng, aides to Representative Ranras.

10: 36: 51 AM

There being no further business to come before the commttee
Co-Chair McQuire adjourned the neeting at 10:36 a. m
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