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VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Al bert Kookesh, Chair
Senat or Linda Menard, Vice Chair, via tel econference
Senat or Kevin Meyer

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Bettye Davis
Senat or Joe Paskvan

OTHER LEQ SLATORS PRESENT

Representati ve Peggy W1 son
Senator Fred Dyson
Representati ve Max G uenberg
Senat or Joe Thonas

COW TTEE CALENDAR

OVERVI EW KNI K ARM BRI DGE AND TOLL AUTHORI TY
- HEARD

PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON

No previous action to record

W TNESS REG STER

M CHAEL FOSTER, Chair

Kni k Arm Bridge and Toll Authority

Anchor age, AK

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Delivered an overview of the Knik Arm
Bridge and Toll Authority Project.

ANDREW NI EM EC, Executive Director

Kni k Arm Bridge and Toll Authority

Anchor age, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered design questions related to the
Kni k Arm Bri dge.
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GOVERNOR BI LL SHEFFI ELD, Director

Port of Anchorage

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provi ded perspective on the Knik Arm
Bri dge.

AVES THOVSON, Executive Director

Al aska Trucki ng Associ ation (

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified in support of the Knik Arm
Bri dge.

LI SA MARQUEZ, Presi dent

Al aska Trucki ng Associ ation

Anchor age, AK

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified in support of the Knik Arm
Bri dge.

GECORCE LOVERY, Secretary/ Treasurer

Al aska Trucki ng Associ ation

Anchor age, AK

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified in support of the Knik Arm
Bri dge.

KEVI N HEMENWAY, Chief Financial Oficer

Kni k Arm Bridge and Toll Authority

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided financial infornmation related to
the Kni k Arm Bri dge.

FRANK RI CHARDS, Deputy Comm ssi oner

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOTPF)

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Responded to questions and provided the
state's perspective of the Knik Arm Bri dge.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

11: 04: 59 AM

CHAI R ALBERT KOOKESH called the Senate Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 11:04 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Meyer and Menard via teleconference and
Senat or Kookesh.

OVERVI EW KNI K ARM BRI DGE AND TOLL AUTHORI TY
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CHAIR KOOKESH announced the business to come before the
commttee is to get an overview of the Knik Arm Bridge and Tol |l
Authority. W want to keep this project in the public view and
talk a bit about the financing, he said.

SENATOR MENARD observed that the record of decision for this
project is rapidly approaching and there's reason for great
optimsm

11: 05: 02 AM

M CHAEL FOSTER, Chair, Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority
(KABATA), stated that the Legislature created the Knik Arm
Bridge and Toll Authority to advance the economic welfare of the
state and further the devel opnent of the public transportation
system in the Upper Cook Inlet by constructing a bridge to span
Knik Arm and connect the Minicipality of Anchorage and the
Mat anuska- Susi tna  Bor ough. The final Envi r onnment al | mpact
Statenent (EIS) is conplete. The nodel they wused |ooks at
popul ation growth; regional transportation connections between
Anchorage, Mat-Su, and the Interior; safety corridor redundancy;
access to regional airports, ports, hospitals; and energency
response.

11: 09: 25 AM

MR. FOSTER di splayed a slide depicting a topographic map of the
area and described the Mt-Su Borough as the "top one percent
fastest growing county in the US. - 31st out of 3,142 this
decade." The conbined comunities in the Mit-Su and Anchorage
bowl represent 54 percent of the state's population. He
di splayed a slide showng the approximate |location of the
crossing and noted that population is a nmajor deciding factor
for the crossing. Current estinmates are that the area will have
about 170,000 nore people by 2030, a 50 percent increase. New
ISER [Institute of Social and Economc Research] data also
i ndi cates substantial growh and doubling in the Mt-Su Borough.
The regional population in 2009 was about 286,000 while the Mat-
Su Borough population was about 88,000. These nunbers are
expected to increase to 361,000 in the region and 187,000 in the
Mat - Su Bor ough.

He displayed a slide showing that the Knik Arm Bridge is an
inportant transportation link in the region. It provides
connectivity to: the potential rail corridor, South Big Lake,
the Point MacKenzie Road upgrade, the Port MacKenzie I|ndustrial
area and dock facility, the Parks H ghway, the @d enn H ghway
going north to Gennallen and the Seward Hi ghway going south to
G rdwood. He displayed an aerial rendering of the bridge, the
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abutments, and the proposed alignnment and noted that the 8, 200

foot bridge will join about 18 mles of connector roads on each
si de.
11:12: 40 AM

SENATOR MEYER just joined the commttee.

MR. FOSTER hi ghlighted the foll ow ng project benefits:

e Serves all Alaska and has significant potential to neet
future transportati on needs.

e Provides econom c stinul us.

e The current estimte to build the crossing is
$687 million.

« The new infrastructure creates about 5,000 direct
construction-rel ated j obs.

e It creates about 5,000 indirect support-services
j obs.

e The cost of freight to the Interior is reduced because the
route is shorter.

e Over the first 10 years truck-freight savings are
estimated to be $326 mllion. This includes
| abor, fuel, and depreciation of capital.

e Savings to Alaskan drivers is estimated to be $303 mllion
over the first ten years.

e Significant environnental benefit.
 Estimates are that in the first 10 years after

construction, emssions will be reduced by about
10 mllion nmetric tons.
e Annual travel savings to bridge users based on $3.53 gas is
about $90 million. Travel savings are based on:

e Val ue of tine.
e Vehicle operating costs avoided against net

tolls.
* An inproved network produces sustainability and livability
benefits.

* Reduced comuter tines.

 Supports popul ation growh closer to Anchorage.

e Access to and proximty of affordable housing and
good j obs.

* Includes pedestrian and bi ke pat h.

« Lower dependency on foreign oil.

e Provides an additional corridor out of Anchorage
goi ng north.
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» Acconmmopdates energency situations and
A enn H ghway cl osures.
e Inmproves access to the $240 nmllion, 1,536 bed m ninum
security prison at the Goose Creek Correctional Center
that's currently under construction.

e Savings to staff, vendors, and visitors over the

first 10 years will be about $30 nillion.

* Wth the crossing it's 9 mles from Anchorage and
wi t hout the «crossing it's 72 mles from
Anchor age.

e Ties the state's transportation system together benefiting
the entire state.

* Connects the Port of Anchorage and Port MacKenzie to better
serve the state.

11: 18: 59 AM
SENATOR MENARD wel comed Gover nor Sheffield

MR. FOSTER said the Port of Anchorage is about one mle south of
the bridge alignnent. The port serves about 85 percent of
Al askans with about 90 percent of the freight comng into the
state. The crossing wll help nmove freight north at a
significant savings in wear and tear on the roads through
Anchorage and the d enn H ghway. The Port of Anchorage generates
nore than $750 million in economc stinulus annually and is
currently being expanded to double its size. He pointed out that
the alignnment for the road is on the back side of the port and
shouldn't interfere wwth port activities.

11:23: 40 AM

Port MacKenzie is about one nmle south of the Knik Arm crossing.
The port is currently a bulk commobdities inport/export facility
that will allow additional resource export opportunities. It
currently enconpasses about 9,000 acres of industrial |and. The
railroad is currently doing sone devel opnent at the port and is
| ooking at an alignnment north to connect to the Parks H ghway.
The WMat-Su Borough has also been working on a ferry and | anding
site.

MR. FOSTER related that in 2008 the Al aska Railroad Corporation
(ARRC) transported about 500,000 passengers and 6.1 mllion tons
of freight and 651 mles of track. The main rail yard is |ocated
just south of the Knik Arm crossing. The bridge is designed to
be rail conpatible and the railroad has a planned route
extension to Port MacKenzie and then north. This would provide
the railroad a significant savings in operations and freight

SENATE TRA COW TTEE - 5- July 12, 2010



costs. He clarified that the rail conponent is not part of the
initial project.

11: 25: 55 AM
MR. FOSTER said the Knik Arm crossing provides the follow ng
future/ potential benefits to Al askans:
e It supports the population growh in Southcentral Al aska.
e This area has the potential to be the economc
hub in this area.
e |t supports major state infrastructure projects.
e Gas line
* Bullet line
* Resource devel opnent, such as export of coal.

e Defers needed upgrades and elimnates sone needs anounting
to about $575 mllion in capital costs that could be used
on other infrastructure needs in the state.

* Increasing the Genn H ghway to 6 |anes between
Eagle River Bridge and the interchange is
estimated to cost about $350 nmillion.

e The Wasilla by-pass wouldn't be necessary if a
connection is made to the Parks H ghway in the
Bi g Lake area.

11:28:12 AM
This is a state priority project that has strong support.

 Dittman surveys indicate that current support of the
project statewide is about 56 percent. Regional support is
as foll ows:

 Fai rbanks 53 percent.

* Anchorage 56 percent.

e Mat-Su 70 percent.

» Kenai 58 percent.

* Rural Al aska 56 percent.
» Sout heast 44 percent.

MR. FOSTER made the following points about deliverability and
financing alternatives:

» The project started as a public-private partnership.

e Currently two firms have expressed an interest
and have gone through the initial screening
process.

« Aternative financing is through a state revenue bond.

 The state would provide a revenue bond for
construction and revenue from the project would
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be used to retire the bond and for additional
i nfrastructure.

» Federal/state appropriation.

* This project should not be viewed as conpetition wth any
other state project. State bonding can deliver wthout
taki ng away funding for other needed projects.

11: 31: 28 AM
MR. FOSTER made the following points about the financial plan
devel opnent :

 Phase |
e The Point MacKenzie Road to the A/ C connector.
e Three-lane bridge with a four-Ilane foundati on.

 The fourth lane would accomodate
pedestrians and bi kes in future years.

e Estimted to take four years to construct, plus
or mnus a year.

* Construction can happen in |late 2012.
e« There's a cut-and-cover tunnel under Governnent

HIll to minimze inpact to that community.
e Sonme houses are in the right-of-way
ar ea.

 Mtigation was to cut the alignnent
t hrough, putting on a lid then burying
it back.
e The total estimated <cost is $687 mllion,
validated internally, by a third party, DOI, and
f ederal hi ghways.

A graph of the base case traffic forecast and assumng the 2015
opening shows that use clinbs in the initial years and by 2040 it
starts to plateau. This is the point that capacity is nmet for the
four lane bridge. G owh beyond that point would require an expansion
of some sort. The chart clearly shows a preponderance of passenger
vehicle traffic as opposed to commerci al vehicles.

11: 33: 58 AM
A chart of proposed one way toll rates at opening shows the
fol | ow ng:
e Foot traffic no cost.
» Passenger vehicle costs $5.
3 axel comercial vehicle costs $10.
4 axel commercial vehicle costs $15.
5 axel commercial vehicle costs $20.
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« 6 axel comercial vehicle costs $25.

The base case toll revenue is projected to be $12.1 billion over
56 years of use. He noted that the |ISER nunbers are |ower, but
still show a doubling of popul ation.

MR. FOSTER di splayed a slide illustrating that the revenue wll
flow to:

* Project operation and mai nt enance.
« Seni or debt service.

 Senior debt service reserves.

* TIFIA debt service.

e Various other project reserves.

e Surplus revenues.

e These <can be wused for Title 23 services
t hroughout the state and for inprovenents on
west and east side of Cook Inlet.

11: 36: 44 AM
MR. FOSTER nmade the following points about the public-private
partnership (P3) availability paynment nodel:
e It's conpetitive and is the |owest annual availability
payment .
e The private partner is responsible for the finance, design,
bui | di ng, operation, and nmintenance over the term of the
| ease.

e The state retains the toll revenue.
e It's used to nake availability paynents.

e The surplus is wused for future transportation
proj ects.

e The state retains the | egal ownership of the bridge.
e It's run by a concessionaire, simlar to an
airport.
* There are strict contractual terns of performance.

* There is significant risk transfer sharing with the private
part ner.

* It has off bal ance sheet financing.

MR. FOSTER assured the committee that contrary to sone reports,
P3s are a very real alternative to public sector financing. He
di spl ayed a chart show ng the financing structure of the Port of
Mam, a recent P3 and is simlar in size and structure to the
Knik Arm crossing project. He noted that one of the conpanies
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that is interested in the Knik Arm project was a P3 partici pant
in the Port of Mam project.

MR. FOSTER di splayed a visual to illustrate risk sharing.

e The State of Alaska provides sonme form of credit
enhancenent to reduce the cost of capital.

» KABATA retains toll revenue to:
» Make availability paynments.
* Deposit surplus to transportation trust fund for:
e Future capacity expansion.
e Oher Title 23 transportation projects

st at ewi de.
e P3 SPV responsibilities:
 Finance.
* Design.
e Buil di ng.

* (Operation and Mai ntenance.

He di spl ayed a graph showi ng the base case surplus after phase 1
based on a P3 nodel. Over 56 years the net revenue to the state
is about $5.6 billion.

11:39: 34 AM
MR. FOSTER displayed a visual to illustrate a state-backed
publ i ¢ nodel

 The State of Al aska provides a form of credit enhancenent
to reduce the cost of capital. Overall, the payoff to the
state is greater in this nodel.

» KABATA retains toll revenue to:
« Pay for project operations and mai nt enance.
* Repay project financing.
e Deposit surplus to transportation trust fund for:
* Future capacity expansion.

e Oher Title 23 transportation
proj ects statew de.

» KABATA is responsible for:

 Finance.
* Design.
* Bui |l di ng.

e (QOperation and Mai ntenance.

He displayed a chart of the public finance pro forma capital
structure for Phase 1 ($nmillions) and said he would have the
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chief financial officer answer any questions about financial
i Ssues.

A graph of the public finance nodel surplus after Phase 1 debt
service shows an estimated $8.3 billion in net transportation
revenue earned by the crossing over the |ife of the project.

11: 43: 06 AM

A line graph of new highway funding sources needed for Al aska
from Septenber FYO06 through Septenmber FY10 illustrates that it
will be nore and nore difficult for Alaska to obtain federa
funding. He opined that this project provides a funding
alternative into the future.

MR. FOSTER highlighted the key differences between private and
publ i ¢ nodel assunptions:

e They present different risks and costs for financing,
construction and operations to KABATA and the state

« Key assunptions differ between private and public nodels,
nost not abl y:

e The conbination of debt and equity in the private
scenari o.

The public approach is largely debt financed.

Debt costs and coverage ratios are |lower for the
publ i ¢ approach.

The public approach has higher construction and
operating costs.

Risk is allocated differently.

Phase Il financing scope includes the follow ng:

* Four lane facility from Burma Road to the |ngranf Ganbell
Connector is conpl eted.

* New vi aduct over Ship Creek.
» Pedestrian and bicycle path is conpl et ed.

e The total cost estimate in 2010 dollars is $375 mllion,
which will conme fromrevenue earned by the crossing.

The Knik Arm Crossing project tineline and tasks to construction
is as foll ows:

* Preconstruction 2009, 2010, and 2011
e Construction 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015.
e Operation 2016, 2017, 2018 and on.
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MR. FOSTER inforned the comrittee that KABATA currently has the fina
EIS and has submtted a biological assessnent. The Kkey remnaining
tasks to begin construction in 2012 included the foll ow ng:

* Receiving a no jeopardy determnation on critical habitat
so that the biological opinion can be issued. This 1is
estimated to be forthcom ng in 2010.

Record of decision in late fall or early wnter 2010.
Finalize project delivery nethod in 2010.
Ri ght - of -way procurenent and final design in 2011

Finalize financial plan that the state wants to pursue in
2011.

« P3.
e Public.
« Sonme conbi nation thereof.

As currently estimated, construction will begin in late 2012 and the
bridge will be operational by 2016.

11: 47: 57 AM
MR. FOSTER said the Knik Arm Bridge is inportant for the
fol |l ow ng reasons:

It wll connect Alaska's infrastructure.

eIt will provide jobs and support economc growh in the
state.

eIt will provide an alternative corridor for safety.

eIt will fund future transportation statew de.

eIt will reduce greenhouse gas.

It will be good for Al aska.

MR. FOSTER thanked the conmttee and closed with a slideshow
illustrating what the bridge will look like when it's conplete.
He offered to provide a copy to any interested Ilegislators
listening online.

CHAI R KOOKESH not ed that Senator Thomas had joined the commttee

via teleconference and Representative Guenberg and Senator
Meyer were in the room

SENATOR THOVAS asked if this and any new information is on the
websi t e.

MR. FOSTER confirmed that the information presented today is on
t he website.
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked if any nodeling had been done as
to the potential effect of an earthquake on the bridge and the
tunnel under Governnent Hill.

MR. FOSTER deferred to Andrew Niemec who is overseeing the
design portion of the project.

ANDREW NI EM EC, Executive Director, KABATA, said a lot of
prelimnary engineering work has been done and the bridge wll
be designed to neet current standards for earthquakes. He added
that they've done a |lot of geotechnical and design studies but
they're prelimnary to get through the environnental process.
Fi nal design hasn't occurred.

Representative G uenberg asked if nore studies are planned and
when they m ght be conplete.

MR NEMEC said there will be additional studies as soon as the
record of decision on the environmental process is in hand.

11:56: 37 AM

SENATOR MEYER stated support for the project and observed that
it has the potential to save Alaskans a lot of noney. Noting
that the beluga whale is a big issue right now, he asked if that
sort of study and nonitoring was figured into the finances. He
al so asked if rails will be a later addition.

MR. FOSTER said he's quite sure that once the bridge is
conpleted that there will be studies related to silting and the
foundation, but he doesn't envision doing additional studies
unless there is work done on the structure. Responding to the
second question, he said rail isn't included in the project at
this tinme. The EIS references that the structure is rai
conpatible so the alignnent could be used, but upgrades to the
foundati on and structure would |likely be necessary.

11:59: 48 AM

GOVERNOR BILL SHEFFIELD, Director, Port of Anchorage, stated
that he's been a bridge supporter since 1953 when he arrived in
Alaska. He informed the conmmttee that KABATA wll go to
M ssissippi in Septenber to do conputer nodeling of the bridge.
This 1is inportant because how you align the bridge makes a
di fference i n what happens bel ow, he sai d.

MR. SHEFFI ELD nentioned the current cost estinmate and opined
that it wll cost nobre. He can't say why, that's just what
happens on every project.
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Last year was the first year that the Port of Anchorage dealt
with the beluga whale listing and he estimates that it will add
$10 to $15 mllion per year or $200 million over the life of the
[ port expansion] project. The project shuts down for half the
work day because of |ow tide and observers cost $4000 a day.
More noney goes to the excellent marine manmal program at the
Al aska Pacific University. These students sit on the Ar Force
| and and observe the novenent of the entire whal e popul ation.

He opined that it would be a nmistake to design the bridge
without a rail line. Having rail on the bridge would conplete
the transportation system and the cost of operation for the
railroad would be less. Port engineers are currently working
with the bridge engineers to use as little port |and as possible
for the project. He's cone to believe that if the bridge could
go behind El nendorf Air Force Base and cone out at Boniface that
would be the way to go. That route renoves the bottleneck. He
suggest ed KABATA work with El nendorf Air Force Base and not take
no as an answer. The location of the antennae system shoul dn't
stand in the way and everyone should l|end support for this
route. Utimtely it wll be cheaper for KABATA than going
behi nd the port.

GOVERNOR SHEFFI ELD said this project is all about vision and
transportation in the state. Wthout it you can't nove and enjoy
your sel f.

12:13: 05 PM
SENATOR MENARD asked if she could characterize his remarks as
fully supportive of the Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority.

GOVERNOR SHEFFI ELD answer ed yes.

SENATOR MENARD sai d she understands that a |ot of pounding wll
take place when the rail is put in and this wll upset the
environnment and the whale mgration. She asked if that's his
under st andi ng.

GOVERNOR SHEFFI ELD agreed that the whale issue is about noise
and the pitch of the noise. It's not about ships noving, it's
about vibrant hamrers working on sheet netal in the water. Sone
studi es show this does no danage, but there's been no decision

Whal es do present problens, but protecting themis the |law and
we have to deal wth it, he said.
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SENATOR MENARD said she appreciates his insight on the railroad
and she assunes that his remarks reflect the Alaska Railroad
Corporation (ARRC) board sentinents with respect to rail going
to Port MacKenzi e.

GOVERNOR SHEFFI ELD replied they'd all love to see a rail line on
the bridge. He noted that the Port of Anchorage is being
designed to withstand greater than a 1964 earthquake. It's just
a case of nore engineering, noney, concrete, and steel. "I'm
sure the bridge will do the sanme thing," he said.

SENATOR MENARD asked him to speak to the landing for the ferry
Susi t na.

12:18: 38 PM

GOVERNOR SHEFFI ELD said he spent nore than 5 years of his life
worrying about putting the ferry landing at the port at a cost
of about $135,000, but they were never able to nmake it work with
the other ships comng in and out of the port.

AVES THOVBON, Executive Director, Alaska Trucking Association
(ATA), said ATA is a statew de organization that represents 200
nmenber conpani es. Many nenbers are headquartered in or operate
major freight termnals in the Minicipality Anchorage. Many
access the Port of Anchorage on a daily basis. He stated that
t he ATA has supported the Knik Arm crossing since its inception.
This alternate route is inportant to enable increasing volunes
of freight to nove from the Port of Anchorage. This project is
an essential elenment in expanding freight noving capabilities

It's an inportant investnent in Al aska's future, he concl uded.

12: 24: 34 PM

LI SA MARQUEZ, President, Alaska Trucking Association, stated
agreenent with M. Thonpson's comments. She said she's done a
ot of enmergency response and in the event of energency an
additional corridor could be vital. She nentioned the neasures
she's taken to mitigate environnental concerns and said her
conpany is all about the future and growh. The bridge is about
growt h and opportunity and she's eager to see it happen.

SENATOR MENARD suggested she post her comments on Facebook.
M5. MARQUEZ agr eed.
GECRCE LOVWERY, Secretary/Treasurer, Alaska Trucking Association

stated support for the Knik Arm crossing. He related that his
conpany brings two ocean vessels into the Port of Anchorage each
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week and the bridge wll inprove his ability to service
communities and the state safely and efficiently. Al so, the
bridge will provide a transportation alternative going north
which is inportant to any business. Fi nal |y, he's very
supportive of the econom c developnment that this project wll
bring the state.

SENATOR MENARD asked M. Henenway to tell the conmttee about
the award he received on behal f of KABATA.

12:31:19 PM

KEVI N HEMENWAY, Chief Financial Oficer, KABATA, said the award
is t he Gover nent Fi nance Oficers Associ ati on (GFOA)
certificate for excellence and financial reporting. The
association is a nationwide organization that is involved in
establishing accounting standards for governnent entities. Each
year KABATA has applied for and received this award, which is
about transparency in financial reporting. W're proud of this
and all the work we do, he concl uded.

FRANK Rl CHARDS, Deput y Comm ssi oner, Depar t ment of
Transportation and Public Facilities (DOTPF), said he is
avai l able to answer questions. He disclosed that he is a menber
of the KABATA board.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked what the plans are for the new
ferry Susitna.

MR. RICHARDS said he's not the best person to respond because
it's not a DOTPF asset; that project and vessel are being
pronoted by the Mat-Su Borough.

12: 35:13 PM
SENATOR MENARD asked if the estimated cost savings are
bel i evabl e.

MR. RICHARDS replied any large project cones with controversy
and substantial process, which takes tinme and considerable
money, and that's what you're seeing. Wen DOTPF has these
projects, it is never acconplished on the aggressive tineline
that's desired. As to whether the cost-saving analysis is
correct, he said that the consultants gave their best guess
based on their analysis at a point in time. Econom c conditions

ebb and flow and hopefully we'll see the growth that's been
projected, but in any event the experts gave their best guess
and I'Il take it at that, he concl uded.
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12: 38: 51 PM
SENATOR MENARD asked how many bridges DOTPF is responsible for
in the state.

MR. RICHARDS replied the state has about 850 on-system bridges.
DOTPF does a biannual inspection on these bridges and they're
eligible for federal funds.

CHAI R KOOKESH opined that this project won't go forward unless
the state and federal governnent are part of the process. He
asked if DOTPF or the State of Alaska is doing anything to be
part of the process.

MR RICHARDS related that the Knik Arm Bridge qualifies for
federal funds because it's part of the Anchorage Metropolitan
Area Transportation Solutions (AVMATS) and in turn it's part of
the statew de transportation inprovenent plan that flows through
DOTPF. The departnent is part of the KABATA board and as such
consults with the executive director and staff. Oher teans
within DOTPF that |ook at projects and how they relate to the
bridge are also in consultation.

CHAI R KOOKESH said he's pleased to hear that the state is part
of the process.

SENATOR MENARD opined that as the population increases in
Sout hcentr al people are going to demand this bridge in
particular, and once it's built they'lIl wonder why it wasn't
built sooner. She added that as a new KABATA board nmenber she is
"on fire about this bridge."

CHAI R KOCKESH recapped that the purpose of this neeting was to
continue to establish the record for the bridge. Today the
commttee heard invited testinony and from experts wth KABATA
and the state. Perhaps a future neeting could provide an
opportunity for public input, he said.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG expressed appreciation for bei ng
invited to participate.

12: 43: 59 PM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair Kookesh adjourned the Senate Transportation Standing
Conmittee hearing at 12:43 p. m
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