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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:03: 13 PM

CHAI R ALBERT KOOKESH called the Senate Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:03 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Davis, Myer and Kookesh. Senator Menard
arrived shortly.

SB  59- LOM SPEED MOTOR VEHI CLES

SENATOR KOOKESH announced t he consi derati on of SB 59.

1:03:46 PM

WESTON EI LER, Staff to Senator Bert Stednman, said SB 59 would
allow | owspeed vehicles - which travel at 25 nph or less -
access to roads that have a posted speed Iimt of 45 nph. The
current limt is 35 nph. The bill is designed to allow use of
| ow- speed electric vehicles on state roads in small comunities.
He enphasized that the program is optional. DOTPF nay express
concern about having | ow speed vehicles in |arge urban areas and
the sponsor wunderstands those concerns. For that reason the
| ocal option in subsection (c) is unchanged. Any comunity that
has any concerns about | ow speed vehicle use is enpowered to opt
out .

At present there are nore than 12 cost-effective | ow speed
vehicles operating in Southeast comunities. DOIPF estimates

that this bill wll open an additional 30 mles of road in
Sout heast Al aska communities to these |ow speed vehicles. For
exanple, Wangell residents would be able to access their
airport. The bill pronpotes sustainable transportation in smal
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comunities while allowing flexibility in how | ow speed vehicl es
are regul at ed.

1: 06: 15 PM
DARW N PETERSON, Staff to Senator Stedman, said he is avail able
for questions.

SENATOR MEYER asked if |ow speed vehicles can attain a 45 nph
speed.

MR. EILER replied, by definition, |owspeed vehicles top out at
25 nph.

SENATOR MEYER raised the issue of confusion if Palner, for
exanple, were to opt out and Wasilla did not.

MR. EILER reiterated that |owspeed vehicles are confined to
sl ower roadways within a community. Mjor roads with 55 nph
speed limts wouldn’t be affected.

SENATOR MEYER observed that it wouldn't be a problem in
Anchor age.

1: 08:43 PM
SENATOR MENARD restated the potential for confusion in nore
ur ban areas.

MR. PETERSON said it would be a local option and the sponsor
anticipates that l|arger communities would opt out because of
pot enti al traffic issues. Smaller communities in Senator
Stedman’s district, for exanple, would likely allow the program
because very few road mles in those conmmunities have speed
[imts in excess of 35 nph.

1: 09: 52 PM
SENATOR KOOKESH said he doesn’'t understand the need to increase
the limt to 45 nmph if | ow speed vehicles only go 25 nph.

MR. PETERSON explained that in Sitka, for exanple, residents can
use their electric cars on all but 7 mles of road. Current
statute says | ow speed vehicles can only travel on roadways that
have a nmaxi mum posted speed of 35 nph. The sponsor believes that
increasing the limt to 45 nph would increase accessibility,
particularly in small comunities.

1:12: 43 PM
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SENATOR MENARD asked if the sponsor had considered waiting until
there are nore than just 12 | ow speed vehicles on the road.

MR EILER said the nunber is just a rough estimte to
denonstrate that people are interested in cost-effective
sustai nabl e transportation and want to access areas such as the
Wangell airport. “W’re certainly hearing from constituents
that this is sonething they’d like to see so that they can use
t hem t hr oughout their small conmunities.”

SENATOR MENARD asked if he has researched other smal
communities in Western Al aska, for exanple, to know if they have
any of these electric cars.

MR. EILER replied he doesn’t have specific information, but he' d
be happy to do nore research

SENATOR KOOKESH asked if there’'s a reason that “electric” isn't
inthe title when it’s used throughout the body of the bill.

1:16: 19 PM
MR. PETERSON replied nost |ow speed vehicles are electric but
some are hybrid.

MR. EILER noted that in the packet are exanples of |ow speed
vehicles that are gas/electric hybrids.

SENATOR KOCKESH nentioned a small caravan type vehicle he saw in
Whal e Pass that operates on a gas engine. The driver said she
only gets 20 mles per gallon, which didn't inpress him

SENATOR MEYER questi oned why anyone would buy a car like that if
it didnt get good mleage. He asked if there are safety
concerns.

MR. EILER explained that |ow speed vehicles aren’'t required to
have the sane safety features as a standard car, which is one
reason the speed is capped at 25 nph.

MR. PETERSON added that | ow speed vehicles they are aware of in
Sout heast Al aska have roll bars and electric turn signals, but
in crash tests they don’'t rate as well as passenger vehicles.

SENATOR MEYER raised the issue of safety if they travel on the
sanme roadway as |arger cars.
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MR. PETERSON said if conmunities allow | ow speed vehicles, they
woul d be sharing the roadway with regular sized vehicles when
t he posted speed is up to 45 nph.

1:20: 41 PM
SENATOR MENARD asked if four-wheelers can go faster than 25 nph
and woul d those drivers think they would be included under this.

MR. PETERSON expl ained that four wheelers are a separate class
of vehicle that is regulated differently. H's can go 55 nph, but
it's not allowed on roads.

1:21: 57 PM

ROGER HEALY, Chief Engineer, D vision of Design & Engineering
Services, Departnment of Transportation and Public Facilities
(DOTPF), said the departnent is in charge of planning, design
construction, operation and nmaintenance of state highways. As

such, it has concerns related to safety and capacity of the
roadway. Roads are safest when vehicles travel at about the sane
speed and this bill would increase the nean speed difference by

up to 20 mles an hour. DOTPF also has concerns related to
congestion, but does recognize that the sponsor is focusing on
rural comunities and m nor hi ghways.

1:24:14 PM

MR. HEALY infornmed nenbers that crashes increase as roadway
speed varies, and vehicles that are traveling 20 mles per hour
bel ow the nean speed are five to eight tines nore likely to be
in an accident. Because the bill isn't intended for nmmjor urban
centers, the issues of <congestion aren't at the forefront.
However, standard vehicles that are backed up behind a | ow speed
vehicle won't be utilizing the fuel-efficiency for which they
were designed and capacity of the roadway is decreased. DOTPF
recognizes the intent of SB 59 and is ready to assist the
sponsor to nove forward. As witten, there are safety and
congestion issues.

SENATOR DAVIS asked if the departnent has suggestions to nmake
the bill nore pal atabl e.

MR. HEALY replied the concerns are highway specific, but one
factor is whether or not the road has w de shoulders so that
| ow- speed vehicles can nmove over to allow other vehicles to pass
uni npeded. Driver characteristics also nust be considered. DOTPF
research indicates only Kentucky allows |ow speed vehicles to
travel on roadways with a posted speed of 45 nph.
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1:27:45 PM

SENATOR MENARD said she appreciates the concerns about safety
and congestion. The potential for others to get poor gas ml eage
al so gives her pause.

SENATOR KOCOKESH asked if he would say that DOTPF opposes the
bill.

MR. HEALY replied “I would say that right now the departnent
woul d oppose this bill on issues of safety. ...If the comunities
had to undergo an active incorporation of this rather than by
default, then we may reconsider.”

1:30: 13 PM

GERALD HERBRANDSON, proprietor of Solar Wnd of Alaska in
Pet ersburg, said he has been pronoting the use of alternative
energy for 10 years. He would like to encourage the state to
enact legislation to support people who are attenpting to be
environmental |y conscience. This bill is about vehicles that
basically use a renewable energy resource rather than fossil
fuel. They are ideal for many Al aska conmunities and would fil
a transportation niche where internal conbustion engines perform
poorly. He agrees that this is not appropriate everywhere but in
smal l er conmunities where nost trips are short these electric
vehicles are quite ideal

SENATOR KOOKESH noted that Carl Springer and Stacy QCates from
Division of Mtor Vehicles (DW) are online and available to
answer questions.

1: 32: 48 PM
JI' M SCHRAMEK, representing hinmself, said he owns and operates an
electric car in Petersburg. This bill would help in comunities

i ke his where destinations aren’t far but have sections of road
that have a posted speed of 40 nph. This would not increase
hazard in and around Petersburg because you can pull over if
you're travelling too slowy. W need to |look ways to transition
to new t echnol ogi es, he said.

SENATOR KOOKESH asked M. Eiler to get together wth the
adm nistration to talk about limting the bill to conmunities
that aren’t connected to a major highway or have a popul ati on of
| ess than so many people. He suggested that adding that kind of
| anguage may be the only way to get sone kind of agreenent. W
don't want to congest major highways or get into issues of
safety. “This nay be a way of the future but we have to find out
some way in Alaska to make this work.”
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1: 36: 26 PM
SENATOR MENARD said she wants to hear about how this has worked
i n Kentucky.

SENATOR KOOKESH stated that he wants SB 59 to nove forward but
he would hold it for further work.

1: 37: 05 PM

SENATOR KOOKESH adjourned the Senate Transportation Standing
Conmittee neeting at 1:37 pm
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