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9:07:19 AM

CHAIR LINDA MENARD called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 9:07 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators French, Paskvan, Meyer and Menard.

HB 274- ESTABLI SHI NG PURPLE HEART DAY

9:07:59 AM
CHAI R MENARD announced the first order of business to cone
before the commttee would be HB 274.
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REPRESENTATI VE BERTA GARDNER, sponsor of HB 274, said the bil
makes a necessary and inportant statenment by establishing, in
perpetuity, Purple Heart Day to honor those nenbers of the
mlitary service who have been injured or killed in battle.

ELLIE SICA, intern to Representative Gardner, said the Purple
Heart is awarded to any nenber of the US Arned Forces who has
either been killed or wounded in battle. Approximately 1.7

mllion service nen and wonen have received the Purple Heart,
i ncluding many Al askans. About 500,000 Purple Heart recipients
are still living. She said that on August 7th, 1782, General

CGeorge Washington established the badge of mlitary nmerit. In
1932, this badge was reestablished as the Purple Heart in honor
of George Washington, his nenory and those who have been killed
or wounded in battle.

She said a nunber of other states recognize August 7th as Purple
Heart Day. HB 274 wll denonstrate that Al aska honors its
veterans and Purple Heart recipients.

9:11:12 AM
CHAI R MENARD asked how many other states have established Purple
Heart Day.

M5. SICA replied that Wsconsin annually cel ebrates August 7th
by displaying the Anmerican flag. New Mexico, North Dakota,
Nevada, New York, Arizona and Mssissippi all honor it in sone
way.

CHAI R MENARD asked if 25 percent of the states currently have
Pur pl e Heart day.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER replied that 25 percent is an over-
estimate but that Al aska can | ead the way.

CHAIR MENARD asked if Purple Heart Day has been before the
Legi sl ature previously.

M5. SICA replied that August 7, 2009, was recognized as Purple
Heart Day with a Governor's Procl amati on.

SENATOR MEYER asked how many Al askans qualify for, or have
recei ved, the Purple Heart.
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M5. SICA said the nunmber of Purple Heart recipients is not
recorded by state. The approxinmate nunber for the nation is
currently 1.7 mllion but that is changi ng every day.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER said participation in the Mlitary Order
of the Purple Heart (MOPH) is voluntary. The exact nunber or
reci pients per state is not known because nmany veterans qualify
but do not join the order.

SENATOR MEYER said he assumes Al aska has nunerous Purple Heart
recipients due to the large mlitary presence in Al aska.

9:14: 13 AM
CHAI R MENARD r ecogni zed Senat or Paskvan as joining the neeting.

TIM ARMSTRONG Chief of Staff, Alaska Mlitary Oder of the
Purple Heart (MOPH), spoke in support of HB 274. He said over
500 recipients of the Purple Heart are in Alaska and 270 of
those are nenbers of MOPH Everyone nenber of MOPH nust show
appropriate docunentation. He showed the commttee his DD 214
[ Def ense Departnent, form 214] which is a one page summary of a
person's mlitary service, including awards and decl arati ons.

9:18: 19 AM

MR. ARMSTRONG said the MOPH would |ove to see Purple Heart Day
established in perpetuity so that people who suffered wounds in
action are recognized appropriately. He noted that the Purple
Heart Hi ghway, between Tok and Fairbanks, 1is a trenmendous
wel come to veterans entering Al aska which has one of the highest
per capita popul ations of veterans.

RON SI EBELS, Departnment Conmander, Mlitary Order of the Purple
Heart, said since the Anmerican Revolution, many Anericans have
put on a mlitary uniform to help nmaintain a free country. He
said the Purple Heart is an award that no one pursues; rather it
happens during tragic nonments of man's inability to peacefully
coexi st. Wars pass and the conbatants slowy fade with history.
From time to tine, Americans search for the right words or
actions to say "thanks."

9:22:32 AM

He felt that passage of HB 274 would preserve our elected
officials legislative action to say "thanks" to Al aska's past,
present and future Purple Heart recipients.

9:23:26 AM
CHAI R MENARD cl osed public testinony.
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SENATOR MEYER noved to report HB 274 from committee wth
i ndi vidual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
bei ng no objection, the notion carri ed.

9:24:42 AM
CHAIR MENARD, seeing no further business to cone before the
conm ttee, adjourned the neeting at 9:24 a.m
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