ALASKA STATE LEGQ SLATURE
SENATE STATE AFFAI RS STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 3, 2009
9:03 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Kevin Meyer, Vice Chair
Senator Hollis French

Senator Al bert Kookesh

Senat or Joe Paskvan

VEMBERS ABSENT
Senat or Li nda Menard, Chair
COWMM TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE BI LL NO. 58
"An Act establishing February 2 of each year as Marnot Day; and
providing for an effective date."

MOVED SB 58 QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON NO. 12
Rel ating to the G ound-based M dcourse Defense System
MOVED HIR 12 OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BI LL NO. 94
“"An Act relating to enploynent in certain facilities maintained
by the United States Antarctic Program as allowable absences
from the state for purposes of eligibility for permanent fund
di vidends; and providing for an effective date."

SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 58

SHORT TI TLE: MARMOT DAY
SPONSOR( S): SENATOR(S) MENARD

01/ 21/ 09 (S) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 16/ 09

01/ 21/ 09 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 21/ 09 (S) STA, RES

03/03/09 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BELTZ 211

BILL: HIR 12

SHORT TI TLE: GROUND- BASED M DCOURSE DEFENSE SYSTEM
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SPONSCR( S) : REPRESENTATI VE(S) DAHLSTROM

02/ 02/ 09 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
02/ 02/ 09 (H) MV, STA

02/ 10/ 09 (H M.V AT 1:30 PM BARNES 124

02/ 10/ 09 (H) Moved Qut of Conmttee

02/ 10/ 09 (H) M NUTE( MLV)

02/ 11/ 09 (H) M.V RPT 5DP

02/ 11/ 09 (H DP: OLSON, LYNN, BUCH, RAMRAS, GATTO
02/ 16/ 09 (H) STA REFERRAL \WAI VED

02/ 18/ 09 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

02/ 18/ 09 (H) VERSI ON: HIR 12

02/ 19/ 09 (S READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
02/ 19/ 09 (S) STA

02/ 19/ 09 (H) STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 19/ 09 (H <Bi || Hearing Cancel ed>

03/ 03/ 09 (S STA AT 9: 00 AM BELTZ 211

W TNESS REG STER

M CHAEL ROVI TO, Staff

to Senator Linda Menard

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SB 58.

CHUCK HEATH
Wasi |l la, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in favor of SB 58.

LAURA Pl ERRE, St aff

to Representative Nancy Dahl strom

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HIR 12.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
9:03: 59 AM

VICE CHAIR KEVIN MEYER called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 9:03 a.m Senators French,
Paskvan, and Meyer were present at the call to order. Senator
Kookesh arrived soon thereafter. Chair Menard was excused.

SB  58- MARMOT DAY

9:03: 59 AM
VI CE CHAI R MEYER announced the consi deration of SB 58.
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M CHAEL ROVITO Staff to Senator Linda Menard, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, sponsor of SB 58, said the bill is about |ocal hire
and would establish February 2 of each year as Marnot Day. It
was first introduced 20 years ago by Senator Curt Menard when he
was in the Alaska legislature, and his wfe, Senator Linda
Menard, reintroduced it. She |ooked toward the nmarnot to
represent local hire. It is an abundant animal in Al aska,

especially in the Hatcher Pass area. Marnot Day can be observed
by schools, the zoo, or anyone else. There has been a lot of
support from the Mat-Su school district and the Anchorage Zoo

He spoke of educational opportunities for students and a |ayer
of Alaska pride. A marnot is a big rodent that is unique to
nmount ai nous habitat. The hoary marnot's range extends from
Washi ngton to Al aska where “we certainly have no shortage.”

MR ROVITO said sone newspapers say it isn't a serious bill,
“but | don’t think you have to always have a serious bill.” A
Wasilla man said, “The nore we can do to inmbue our comunity
wth a depth of history, the nore the Mit-Su ... Dbecones
sonmewhere where we can be proud to live.” M. Rovito said that
is the whole idea of this bill. There are no groundhogs in
Al aska, “so groundhog day doesn’t work out so well.”

9:08: 25 AM
MR. ROVITO said eight students at Polaris school in Anchorage
sent a fax supporting the bill.

CHUCK HEATH, Wasilla, said he was calling from the Menard's
house, and he noted that Curt Menard just died today. M. Heath
suggested changing the bill to nmake Marnot Day on March 3, the
day of his death. People laughed at Curt Menard when he
introduced this bill, *“but why not have this marnot day. The
kids all want it.” Adults want it too. He works in the schools
and the kids support the bill.

9:11:19 AM
VI CE CHAI R MEYER sai d changing the date sounds good to him

SENATOR FRENCH said the suggestion is touching, but he doesn’'t

want to undermine the sponsor. The bill goes to another
commttee, so in honor of the |late Senator Menard, the conmttee
should nmove the bill forward and hold off on the change until

Senat or Linda Menard has had a chance to reflect.

9:12:58 AM
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SENATOR PASKVAN noved to report SB 58 from conmttee wth
i ndi vi dual recomrendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
bei ng no objection, SB 58 passed out of commttee.

The conmittee took a brief at-ease.

HIR 12- GROUND- BASED M DCOURSE DEFENSE SYSTEM

9:15: 14 AM
VI CE CHAI R MEYER announced the consi derati on of HIR 12.

LAURA PIERRE, Staff to Representative Nancy Dahlstrom Al aska
State Legislature, sponsor of HIR 12, said this resolution that
woul d urge Congress to continue to support and fund the ground-
based m dcourse defense system The program brings $250 mllion
to the state annually, and it provides for 700 jobs including
200 guard nenber jobs. There has been talk that the new

adm nistration will not renew this program This defense system
has been successfully tested in shooting dowmn a test launch in
m dcour se. The bill has additional cosponsors. She gave the

conmmittee an article about the threat from North Korea on
launching a mssile attack on the United States. The system
would be able to shoot it down. Al three nenbers of Alaska's
congressional delegation support the system and encourage
conti nued fundi ng.

9:17: 16 AM
VICE CHAIR MEYER noted that the bill doesn't go to a further
conmrittee. It looks fine to him

SENATOR FRENCH said he visited Fort Geely with Representative
Dahl strom a few years ago, and it was inpressive. It is a
fascinating installation with dedicated people. It a great thing
and a worthwhile visit. The handout is interesting, and he
guoted a North Korean speaking about South Korea: “If the puppet
war nongers infringe on our inviolable dignity, even a bit, we
will not only punish the provokers but reduce their stronghold
to debris.” It speaks to the belligerence of North Korea and the
need to maintain a defense to its mssile system

SENATOR FRENCH noved to report HIR 12 from committee wth
i ndi vidual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
bei ng no objection, HIR 12 noved out of conmttee.

9:19:16 AM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Vice Chair Meyer adjourned the neeting at 9:19 am
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