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COWM TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 49( RES)

Uging the United States Congress to enact S.J. Res. 26, a
resol ution disapproving the Environnental Protection Agency's
inmposition of <climte regulations that would harm Al aska's
econony and the livelihoods of the state's citizens.

- MOVED CSHIJR 49(RES) QUT OF COW TTEE

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 70(FIN)

"An  Act establishing the farmto-school program in the
Department of Natural Resources, and relating to school gardens,
greenhouses, and farns."

- RES REFERRAL WAI VED
CS FOR HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON NO. 45(FIN) AM
Uging the United States Congress not to enact Cap and Trade
| egi sl ati on.
- RES REFERRAL WAl VED
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HIR 49

SHORT TITLE: OPPOSI NG EPA CLEAN Al R ACT REGULATI ONS
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) STOLTZE
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02/ 23/ 10 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

02/ 23/ 10 (H RES

03/ 08/ 10 (H) RES AT 1:00 PM BARNES 124

03/ 08/ 10 (H Moved CSHIR 49(RES) Qut of Committee

03/ 08/ 10 (H) M NUTE( RES)

03/ 10/ 10 (H) RES RPT CS(RES) 6DP 1DNP 2AM

03/ 10/ 10 (H DP: OLSON, EDGVON, SEATON, P.W LSON,
NEUMAN, JOHNSON

03/ 10/ 10 (H) DNP: GUTTENBERG

03/ 10/ 10 (H AM  TUCK, KAWASAKI

03/ 30/ 10 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 30/ 10 (H VERSI ON:  CSHIR 49( RES)

03/ 31/ 10 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

03/ 31/ 10 (S) RES

04/ 10/ 10 (S) RES AT 12: 30 AM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 10/ 10 (S Schedul ed But Not Heard

04/ 12/ 10 (S) RES AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 12/ 10 (S Schedul ed But Not Heard

04/ 14/ 10 (S) RES AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 14/ 10 (S -- Meeting Postponed to 4/15/10 --

04/ 15/ 10 (S) RES AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

ESTHER CHA

Staff to Senator McQuire

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Comented on HIR 49 for the sponsor,
Representative Stoltze.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

4:16: 01 PM

COCHAIR LESIL MCGQU RE called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 4:16 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators W el echowski, Huggins, Stevens, and MGQuire.

HIR 49- OPPCSI NG EPA CLEAN Al R ACT REGULATI ONS

4:16: 16 PM
CO CHAIR MCGQUI RE announced HIR 49 to be up for consideration
[ CSHIR 49( RES) was before the committee].

ESTHER CHA, Staff to Senator MQuire, said that wunfortunately

t he sponsor of HIR 49, Representative Stoltze, wasn't able to be
here to introduce the bill; so she is doing it. She explained
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that HIR 49 is a resolution disapproving the US Environnenta

Protection Agencies' (EPA) intention to use the Clean Air Act to
inpose climate regulations. It urges the US Congress to enact US
Senator Lisa Mirkowski's SIJR 26 that would disapprove the US
EPA' s rul e relating to the endanger nent findi ng. The
endangernment finding is a scientific study based on six green
house gas em ssions; the EPA is using it to create econony-w de
command and control regulations to force reductions in green
house gas emi ssions that could stifle the econom c devel opnent
of Al aska.

She explained that while the EPA set out to regulate only nobile
sources, the Cean Air Act will extend the agencies' authority
to regulate all green house gas emssions including from
stationary sources. Many believe this is not the way to
acconplish this regulation and that it should be through
congressional |egislation rather than through bureaucracy.

The resolution also states that the Cean Air Act does not
account for Alaska's unique <circunstances including its
popul ation, physical size, geographic Jlocation and Arctic
climate. The regulations would affect many econom c areas of
Al aska and would include any areas that produce green house
gases such as Alaska's refineries, pipelines, hospitals and
other entities. The sponsor is worried that many of the major
econonmc drivers of the state would be inpacted by any green
house gas and environnmental regulations inposed by the EPA

M5. CHA said that Senator Mirkowski's resolution has drawn
strong support and is co-sponsored by 40 of her colleagues
i ncluding three Denocratic senators.

SENATOR FRENCH j oi ned the comm ttee.

4:18: 50 PM
SENATOR HUGAE NS asked why Congress doesn't pass sonet hi ng.

M5. CHA answered that the Congress has not had the tinme to
devel op a policy.

SENATOR MCGUI RE sai d Senator Mirkowski's broader concern is that
because the climte change bills that were being considered by
the Senate and the House didn't pass, EPA decided to go ahead
and wuse its regulatory authority to create, essentially, a
| egi sl ative construct. Sonme people have signed on wth the
belief that the policies thenselves are a bad idea; sone have
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signed on with the belief that the federal governnent is over-
reaching in ternms of its regulatory authority.

SENATOR STEVENS said HIR 49 nmkes sense, but he wanted to know
how it interacts with the Governor's news release that the State
of Alaska filed a notion to intervene in the |awsuit.

4:21:09 PM

M5. CHA replied that she had not discussed that wth the
sponsor, but she assumed it is his intent to work together with
t he Governor.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if they know what formthe EPA's rules wll
take. Have they been drafted so they know what they are opposing
and supporting?

M5. CHA replied that she wasn't 100 percent sure of that, but
she woul d find out.

SENATOR FRENCH said the reason he asked is because it occurred
to himthat it's possible that Al aska could get a big boost out
of the right climate change bill. If the right rules put tight
restrictions on coal burning and make natural gas a preferred
fuel that would suddenly put Alaska "in the catbird seat."”

SENATOR MCGUI RE responded that the broader point is who should
be in the driver's seat on naking climte change policy.

4:23:37 PM

SENATOR HUGG NS said he hoped all of them would be very
concerned if for some reason the legislature couldn't pass
sonet hing and the Departnment of Environnmental Conservation (DEC)
whose people are not elected would be in the driver's seat.

SENATOR MCGUI RE agr eed.

SENATOR W ELECHOWNSKI stated there is a case, Mssachusetts vs.
EPA, in which the US Suprene Court ruled that the EPA can
regul ate green house gases. The issue is does the EPA do
something that the federal governnent has not done when the
Suprene Court said they have the authority to do so? This is a
policy decision and it is a good discussion to have.

SENATOR STEVENS said he discovered the answer to his own

guestion, which is that the Ofice of the Governor filed a
nmotion to intervene in the lawsuit and this resolution has
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nothing to do with it. This resolution just urges Congress to
enact its own |egislation, and he supports that.

4:26: 00 PM
COCHAIR MCGQU RE found no further comments and closed public
testi nony.

SENATOR W ELECHOANSKI  nmoved to report CS for HIR 49 from
commttee with individual recommendations and zero fiscal note.
There being no objection, CSHIR 49(RES) noved from the Senate
Resources Standing Comm ttee.

4:26:26 PM

SENATOR MCGUIRE, finding no further business, adjourned the
neeting at 4:26 p.m
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