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SENATOR DENNI S EGAN
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Juneau, AK
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JULI E DECKER, Project Leader
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Uni ted Fi shernen of Al aska (UFA)
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Juneau, AK
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COCHAIR WELECHONBKI called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:33 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Stevens, French and Wel echowski. Senator
Huggins arrived a mnute |ater.

SJR 27- FED. FUNDI NG DOVESTI C SEAFOOD MARKETI NG

3:34:26 PM
COCHAIR BILL WELECHOANSKI announced SJR 27 to be up for
consi derati on.

3:34: 54 PM
SENATOR CHARLI E HUGA NS joined the commttee.

3: 35: 03 PM

SENATOR DENNI'S EGAN, sponsor of SJR 27, testified that this
resolution urges Congress to use a portion of federal revenues
to market Anerican seafood. Seafood producers struggle with the
sanme chall enges as other producers, yet are not given the sane
support. Specifically, seafood producers do not receive any
funds for domestic marketing and product devel opnent. They face
conpetition from foreign products that require vigorous and
i nnovati ve pronotions.

He said that currently, over 80 percent of the fish consuned
annually by Anerican famlies is the product of foreign
countries. The seafood industry is vital to Al aska' s econony and
cul ture.

3:36:23 PM
SENATOR STEVENS noved conceptual Anmendnent 1 to delete "50" and
insert "80" on page 1, line 5. There were no objections and it

was so ordered.
CO CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI opened public testinony.

3:36:52 PM

JULIE DECKER, Pr oj ect Leader, Nat i onal Seaf ood Marketing
Coalition, said this is the United Fishernmen of Al aska's (UFA)
new initiative to fund a national program to narket donestic
seafood in the United States. She introduced Bruce Wll ace,
anot her team nenber.

She explained that the UFA fornmed this coalition partly because
Alaska is uniquely positioned to lead this project since it is
the national |eader in the production, managenent, and marketing
of seafood. The idea is to invest a portion of inport duties
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that are already collected on fish and fish products in a
donmestic seafood marketing program They propose creating nine
regi onal boards throughout the country that would receive the
noney and determne how to direct it into marketing activities
i ke product devel opnent, advertising, infrastructure, and
research and developnment. The idea is to increase the value of
the products and increase conpetitiveness against foreign
conpetition, and growing the econony wth resource that 1is
al ready harvested and producing nore jobs in that area.

M5. DECKER said the State of Alaska has seen return on its
investment in seafood marketing and they want to see that
continued on a nation-w de basis. The Coalition had al ready seen
interest in their one trip "Back East" and have received one
letter of support so far. They wll continue the coalition
bui | di ng t hroughout the year.

She said the reason the Legislature's support is inportant is
because it is an exanple to other comunities and organizations
across the nation as to what they can do to help with the
initiative.

3:40: 11 PM

SENATOR FRENCH commented that he didn't know the duties and
tariffs generate approximately $280 million annually for the
U.S. Treasury in reference to the first "Wereas" clause on page
2. He asked if the second "Wereas" clause that says "revenue
from anti-dunping and countervailing duties on inported
fish...total hundreds of mllions of dollars annually;" was a
separate category and asked her how the duties work.

M5. DECKER answered these are two distinct pots of noney. The
anti-dunping and countervailing duties are what the U S. |evies
to try to level the playing field for other countries who may
subsidize their industries. For instance farnmed fish - it keeps
them from selling their product in the US at bel ow market
cost s.

3:41: 36 PM

BRUCE WALLACE, nenber, National Seafood Marketing Coalition,
United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA), noted that the State of Al aska
has worked well with industry on nunerous |levels for a nunber of
years. They find that is not necessarily true around the US
So, if this is successful it will build a nunber of bridges
bet ween maritinme states.

3:43: 05 PM
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CO CHAIR W ELECHOABKI cl osed public testinmony and SJR 27 would
be hel d.

SB 274-W LLI AM JACK HERNANDEZ FI SH HATCHERY

3:43: 23 PM
COCHAIR BILL WELECHOANSKI announced SB 274 to be up for
consi derati on.

3:43:36 PM
SENATOR FRED DYSON, sponsor of SB 274, thanked the chair for
hearing this bill. He explained that a very effective fish

hat chery on Elnendorf Air Force Base is being reconstructed.
Fol ks who are very famliar with the existing hatchery and its
hi story have asked that new hatchery be named after WIIliam Jack
Hernandez. He was an extraordinary person who served as a
civilian contractor on Wake Island building fortifications for
the Marine Corps when the Japanese attacked. They had a 16-day
fight in which he participated and then was taken prisoner for
three-plus years; he escaped once and was recaptured. He cane
back and enlisted in the US. Arny and transferred to Fort
Ri chardson in 1956 as an NCO (non-comm ssioned officer) and was
assigned to be the fish and wildlife conservation NCO his job
was to rehabilitate the | akes and streans on the Post.

In 1957 the Secretary of Armnmy approved a cooperative agreenent
with the Territorial Fish and Gane Departnment. Waste heat was
used from the power plant and the operation was very successfu

for a long time. He said that M. Hernandez retired from the
Arny and was given a comendation. He then went to work for the
Al aska Department of Fish and Gane (ADF&S and returned to Fort
Ri chardson to manage the hatchery.

SENATOR DYSON said the H story Channel ran a special called
"Wake Island: the Alanp of the Pacific" and a book has been
witten that largely centered on his life and Wake Island. The
effort to get his nanme attached to the hatchery has |largely cone
from people who had worked with him and after him and seen what
he acconpl i shed.

3:47:10 PM

SENATOR DYSON said the existing hatchery is being disassenbled
and people mght be confused by thinking that is the one being
named for him but an anmendnent clarifies in the title that the
new one i s being naned after M. Hernandez.

CO- CHAI R W ELECHOMNBKI of fered Anendnent 1 | abel ed 26-LS1449\ A. 2.
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26- LS1449\ A 2

Kane
AVENDVENT 1
OFFERED | N THE SENATE BY SENATOR DYSON
Page 1, Iline 1, following the first occurrence of

"t he":
| nsert "new'

Page 1, line 5, follow ng "Sec. 35.40.225."
| nsert "WIlliam Jack Hernandez  Sport Fi sh
Hat chery. "

Page 1, line 5:
Del ete "l ocat ed"
| nsert "under construction”

Page 1, line 6, follow ng "Anchorage":
I nsert "scheduled to be conpleted in May 2011"

There were no objections and Amendnent 1 was adopted. He opened
public testinony.

3:48: 22 PM

| RVIN BROCK, representing hinmself, said he worked with M.
Her nandez for several years at the beginning of his career with
the departnent. He said, "I can see no one nore deserving of
having that facility named after him He was the first fish
culturist hired by the State of Alaska to manage the Fort
Ri chardson Hatchery." He was a friend and nentor to nmany future
state hatchery enployees. He was al so the "consummate gentl| eman”
and called -everyone "Sir" no mtter what their age or
experience. "It would be a great thing to put his nane on part
of what he started.”

3:50: 14 PM
TOM NAMIVEDT, representing hinmself, Wsilla, said he is a
retired fisheries biologist and is a commercial fisherman. He

t hanked Senator Dyson for sponsoring this bill. He added that
M. Hernandez, an E6, referred to him an E4, as "kind Sir." M.
Nantvedt said, "Bill took every death of a fish personally.”

Wien M. Hernandez retired in 1968 he took over his duties and
quickly learned that he left huge acconplishnments. He said that
M. Hernandez died of cancer in 2003 and he lived at Lake
Susitna and fished comrercially in Bristol Bay.
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3:53:51 PM

GARY WALL, representing hinmself, Anchorage, said he lived in the
Sand Lake area and supported nam ng the new fish hatchery after
M. Hernandez. M. Wall said he arrived in 1973 and was assi gnhed
to the fish hatchery and Bill took him under his wi ng and hel ped
him out in every way. He worked with Bill through his entire
career. He was a great guy and a real gentlenan who knew his
fish and was dedicated to the hatchery prograns.

3:54: 45 PM

M CHAEL FALLON, representing hinmself, said he is a retired ADF&G
fish culturist and assistance manager at Fort Richardson. He
stated, "It was quite an honor to work wth Bill at the
beginning of ny career as Irv did. | can't think of anybody who
has come through the fish culture program that has nade a
difference like Bill has for all of us.” He was well respected
by everybody in the fish culture program as well as the
bi ol ogi st s.

MR. FALLON said another person, Jesse WIson, was also suitable
for a recommendation. He operated the power plant and worked
closely with Bill.

3:57: 02 PM
FRED W LLI AMS, representing hinself, Copper Center, said he is a
retired fisheries biologist, and supported nanmng the new

hat chery after M. Hernandez saying he was the nbst dedicated
fisheries biologist he had ever net. He read every publication
he coul d get his hands on.

3:58: 35 PM

CO CHAIR W ELECHOABKI cl osed public testinmony and held SB 274.
There being no further business to come before the commttee, he
adj ourned the neeting at 3:58 p. m
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