ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE RESOURCES STANDI NG COWM TTEE
April 13, 2009
3:36 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Bill Wel echowski, Co-Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice Chair
Senator Hollis French

Senator Gary Stevens

Senat or Thonmas WAgoner

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Lesil MQ@iire, Co-Chair
Senat or Bert Stedman

OTHER LEGQ SLATORS PRESENT
Representati ve G uenberg
COW TTEE CALENDAR

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS: BOARD OF GAME
aiff Judkins
St anl ey Hof f man, Jr.
CONFI RVATI ONS ADVANCED

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO 22

Uging the United States Senate to ratify the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (the Law of the Sea Treaty).
MOVED HIR 22 OUT OF COMWM TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 28(RES) AM
Urging the President of the United States and the United States
Congress not to adopt any policy, rule, or admnistrative action
or enact legislation that would restrict energy exploration,
devel opment, and production in federal and state waters around
Al aska, the outer continental shelf within 200 mles of shore,
and elsewhere in the continental United States; wurging the
President of the United States and the United States Congress to
encourage and pronote continued exploration, developnent, and
production of donestic oil and gas resources.

MOVED CSHIR 28( RES) AM OUT OF COWMM TTEE

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS:  BOARD OF FI SHERI ES

SENATE RES COWMM TTEE -1- DRAFT April 13, 2009



Brent G Johnson
PREVI QUS COWM TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: HIR 22
SHORT TI TLE: URGE NG US TO RATI FY LAW OF THE SEA TREATY
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) SEATON

03/ 02/ 09 (H) READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

03/ 02/ 09 (H STA

03/ 19/ 09 (H) STA RPT 6DP 1NR

03/ 19/ 09 (H DP: GATTO, SEATON, GRUENBERG W LSON,
PETERSEN, LYNN

03/ 19/ 09 (H NR: JOHNSON

03/ 19/ 09 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 19/ 09 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 19/ 09 (H M NUTE( STA)

04/ 08/ 09 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 08/ 09 (H) VERSI ON: HIR 22

04/ 09/ 09 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

04/ 09/ 09 (S) RES

04/ 13/ 09 (S) RES AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

BILL: HIR 28

SHORT TITLE: OPPOSE RESTRI CTI ONS ON O L/ GAS ACTI VI TI ES
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) JOHNSON

03/ 23/ 09 (H READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

03/ 23/ 09 (H) ENE, RES

03/ 27/ 09 (H ENE REFERRAL WAl VED

03/ 30/ 09 (H) RES AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

03/ 30/ 09 (H) Moved CSHIR 28(RES) Qut of Committee

03/ 30/ 09 (H) M NUTE( RES)

04/ 01/ 09 (H RES RPT CS(RES) NT 5DP 1NR 1AM

04/ 01/ 09 (H) DP:  OLSON, SEATON, WLSON, JOHNSON,
NEUMAN

04/ 01/ 09 (H) NR. GUTTENBERG

04/ 01/ 09 (H) AM  TUCK

04/ 07/ 09 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 07/ 09 (H) VERS| ON: CSHIR 28( RES) AM

04/ 08/ 09 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

04/ 08/ 09 (S) RES

04/ 13/ 09 (S) RES AT 3:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

CLI FF JUDKI NS
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Wasilla, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Nomnmi nee to the Board of Gane.

MONTE ROBERTS

Representing hinsel f

Sol dot na, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Judkins for the Board of Gane.

DAVI D MARTI N

Representing hinsel f

C am @Gul ch, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Judkins for the Board of Gane.
Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

STANLEY (STOSH) HOFFMAN JR.
Bet hel , AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Nom nee for the Board of Gane.

REPRESENTATI VE PAUL SEATON

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HIR 22; provided explanation of
t he resol ution.

ADM RAL GENE BROCKS, Commander
17t h Coast Guard District (Al aska)
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported HIR 22.

JI M FLOYD

Representing hinsel f

Tok, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed the Law of the Sea Treaty and HIR
22.

JEANNE OSTNESS

Staff to Representative Johnson

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided a brief explanation of the history
of Quter Continental Shelf (OCS) drilling for the sponsor of HIR
28.

MARI LYN CROCKETT
Al aska G| and Gas Associ ati on (ACGA)
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HIR 28.

JASON BRUNE, Executive Director
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Resour ce Devel opnment Council (RDC)
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HIR 28.

JERRY MCCUNE

Uni ted Fi shernen of Al aska

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

ANDY SZCZESNY

Representing hinsel f

Upper Kenai River, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

M KE KRAMER, Chair

Fi sheri es Subcommittee

Fai r banks Fi sh and Gane Advisory Conmittee

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

STEVE MCCLURE

Representing hinsel f

Sol dot na, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

DAVI D GOGd A

Representing hinsel f

Kenai, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

RUBEN HENKE

Representing hinsel f

Kenai River, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

Rl CKY GEASE, Executive Director

Kenai River Sport Fishing Association

Kenai, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

MEL MORRI S, representing hinself

Menber, Board of Fisheries

Kodi ak, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

KENNY ROGERS

President, Kenai Peninsula Fishery Association (KPFA)
Director, Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association

Anchor age, AK
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

JOHN JENSON, Chair

Al aska Board of Fisheries

Pet ersburg, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

JOHN BLAIR, Executive Director

Sout heast Al aska Gui des Organi zati on

Sitka, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

THERESA \EI SER, Presi dent

Sitka Charter Boat Qperators Association

Sitka, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Qpposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

PAT DONALDSON

Representing hinsel f

Mat Su, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

Rl CHARD PERSON

Representing hinsel f

Mat Su, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

CHRI S GARCI A

Representing hinsel f

Kenai, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

Rl CHARD ERKENEFF

Representing hinsel f

Kenai Peninsul a, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

GARY CHAMBERLAI N

Representing hinsel f

Sterling, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

JOE CONNORS

Representing hinsel f

Sterling, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.
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RON RAI NEY

Representing hinsel f

Kenai River, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

MONTE ROBERTS, President

Kenai River Professional Guide Association

Kenai, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

Rl CHARD THOVPSON

Representing hinsel f

Sol dot na, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

DREW SPARLI N, Presi dent

United Cook Inlet Drift Association

Kenai, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

DYRE VANDEVERE

Representing hinsel f

Sol dot na, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

JUDY JOHNSON

Representing hersel f

Cl am @ul ch, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

CHRI STI NE BRANDT

Representing hersel f

Sol dot na, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson for the Board of Fish.

Bl LL SULLI VAN

Representing hinsel f

Kenai, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson to the Board of Fish.

CLI FF CHAMBERLI N

Representing hinsel f

Sterling, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: QOpposed M. Johnson to the Board of Fish.

BOBBY THORSTENSON
Representing hinsel f

SENATE RES COWMM TTEE - 6- DRAFT April 13, 2009



Al aska State Capitol
Juneau, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported M. Johnson to the Board of Fish.

RCD BERG

Representing hinsel f

Sol dot na, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Qpposed M. Johnson to the Board of Fish.

MURRAY FENTON

Representing hinsel f

Sol dot na, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Johnson to the Board of Fish.

PAUL SHADURA 1 |

Representing hinsel f

Kenai, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Johnson to the Board of Fish.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:36: 03 PM

CO CHAIR BILL WELECHOABKI called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:36 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators \Wagoner, Huggins, Stevens, French and

W el echowski .

Confirmation Hearings: Board of Gane

CO CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI took up the confirmations for the Board of
Gane as the first order of business.

CLIFF JUDKINS, Wasilla, nomnee for a third appointment to the
Board of Gane, stated he wants to continue with the Board of
Fish to conplete the tasks he has started.

3:38: 28 PM
SENATOR HUGGE NS asked what he has | earned about the process.

MR, JUDKINS replied that the board process allows many people to
participate; it has advisory commttees that bring information
into comunities and gets input from different sides of the
i ssues before a vote is taken.
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SENATOR HUGA NS said that M. Judkins has a wildlife nmanagenent
degree and asked how that brings value to the process.

MR. JUDKINS answered that a degree in wildlife nmanagenment gives
him the opportunity to put a little bit of science behind the
Board' s deci si ons.

SENATOR HUGGE NS asked if he has an idea of what could bring
peopl e together rather than dividing them over the issue of Area
13 and cari bou permts.

MR. JUDKINS replied that Area 13 is unique. It's next to the
road and a lot of people want to hunt there. The Tier 2 system
has only allowed those who have hunted there for many years to
get permts. Numerous proposals have been nade to protect |oca

people's need to harvest for food. The rest of the permts are
state-wide drawings. A Tier 1 hunt neans everyone in the state
has equal opportunity to be drawn. Several plans have been put
together, tried and failed. The issue is in court right now and
t he outconme is uncertain.

3:42:43 PM
SENATOR FRENCH t hanked him for putting his nane forward saying
his resune' is quite inpressive.

3:43:26 PM
SENATOR STEVENS asked M. Judkins to talk about diversity on the
Board, because that has received sone criticism

MR. JUDKINS replied that Board nenbers need to have an open m nd
and can't have an agenda.

3:44:57 PM
MONTE ROBERTS, Soldotna, supported M. Judkins as a Board
nmenber .

3:45:31 PM

JEREM AH DAVI D MARTI N, C am Gul ch, supported M. Judkins for the
Board saying he had previously worked with him and that he is
fair.

CO CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI cl osed public testinony.
3:46: 48 PM
SENATOR FRENCH noved to forward diff Judkins' name to the ful

body for consideration. There were no objections and it was so
or der ed.
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3:47: 14 PM
CO CHAI R W ELECHOASKI next asked M. Hoffman to say why he would
like to serve on the Board of Gane.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if he is related to Lyman Hof f man.

STANLEY (STOSH) HOFFMAN JR., Bethel, replied yes; Lyman Hoffman
is his father's first cousin.

MR. HOFFMAN said he noved to McGath in 1974. He has worked in
Bethel for five years and since 2007 has been wth Yukon
Kuskokwi m Corporation; he has been a commercial fisherman for
over 30 years and is a registered assistant guide for Unit 19.
He has three sons and resides in Bethel currently.

SENATOR HUGGE NS asked where his nickname came from

MR. HOFFMAN replied that a nunber of his famly that has roots
in Germany have the sane nane of Stanley; and so he was called
Stosh, which is German for Stanl ey.

SENATOR HUGA NS asked what caliber rifle he shoots.
MR. HOFFMAN says he prefers the .270 for nost species.

SENATOR STEVENS said he has heard sone criticism that the Board
is not diversified and asked himto comrent on that.

MR. HOFFMAN said it seenms to himto be diverse even though it
doesn't enconpass the whole state in one year, but "it seens
like a good m x." Everyone has their own opinions.

3:51:22 PM
CO CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI f ound no public testinony.

SENATOR FRENCH nmoved to forward M. Hoffman's nane to the full
body. There were no objections and it was so ordered.

HIR 22- URG NG US TO RATI FY LAW OF THE SEA TREATY

3:52:17 PM
CO CHAIR W ELECHOWEKI announced HIR 22 to be up for
consi derati on.

REPRESENTATI VE PAUL SEATON, sponsor of HIR 22, explained that
this joint resolution asks the U S. Senate to ratify the Law of
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the Sea Treaty. Both of Alaska's US. They have received
extensive testinony from the mlitary. In the Joint Arned
Services Conmmttee on March 2 the Alaska Command testify in
favor of it and extending jurisdiction. Previously, the Magnuson
Stevens Act was used. The treaty has 155 signatory and it has
taken its place. If the U S is not a signatory, it is only at
the other nations' pleasure that our 200 mle and 12 mle
extended territorial jurisdiction is recognized. He provided the
commttee sone polar view maps that show the extension of
boundary and sovereignty that is available to the US. wth
ratification of the Law of the Sea Treaty is passed. The U.S
could probably extend jurisdiction 350 niles into the Arctic by
becom ng a signatory and that area has a trenendous anount of
resource. The U S. is currently the only Arctic nation that
isn't a signatory. If we are not a signatory, others nations
could claimthat area instead of us.

3:54:59 PM

ADM RAL CENE BROOKS, Commander, 17th Coast CGuard District-
Al aska, supported HIR 22. He said the inportant thing to
remenber is that the U S. has always been one of the |eading
nations in the world attenpting to codify the rules for
operations on the oceans. That initiative culmnated in 1958 by
the first Law of the Sea Conference. The U S. agreed and signed
that one, but since then new problens have devel oped. At that
time fish stocks were thought to be inexhaustible, and the 1958
Convention had no dispute resolution mechanism The 1958 didn't
guarantee submarine or air craft rights over expanded
territorial seas, and nmany nations were starting to claim very
broad boundaries that were threatening to choke off the
straights of the world, but were also creating sone havens for
bad people to hide.

He said the U S. actually led the initiative creating the Law of
the Sea Convention in 1994, but deep sea bed mning issues at
the tine stopped it fromratification. Admral Brooks stated the
U S. Senate has not ratified this convention that it led the
creation of. The truth is that today America enjoys many rights
and privileges because the other signatories allow us to have a
12-mle territorial sea, a 200-mle exclusive econom c zone, but
we cannot claimthe outer continental shelf territory because we
are not party to the conference.

ADM RAL BROCKS stated that another issue to consider is that
frequently when he talks to people about these issues in other
countries, Canadians, in particular, say they need Anerican
| eadership. The Laws of the Sea are always changing - and it's
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changing from one we helped create in the early 90s, but not
necessarily in the direction that we have any influence in right
now. To protect the mlitary transit rights, the exclusive
econonic zone that Alaska enjoys, and the transit for
enforcenment in fishing on the open seas, it is inportant for the
U S. to becone a signatory and fully participate.

3:58: 23 PM

SENATOR STEVENS asked, in the node of "be careful what you w sh
for,” how we would police and control this area - the shi pping,
the whale mgration, mning and fisheries - wthout ships,
pl anes and harbors up there.

3:58:46 PM

ADM RAL BROOKS replied he doesn't currently have the ability to
patrol it or keep it secure. He, along with others including
several legislators, are trying to raise people' s awareness of
Anerica's responsibility as a Nordic nation and the need to
police and make this portion of the planet safe. Admral Brooks
stated that the cruise ships are comng, the fishing vessels may
be coming, and there are many reasons for the Coast Guard to get
prepared to support Alaskans in this part of the world.

SENATOR STEVENS stated it is a big problem and the |ack of
harbors is a mgjor issue.

ADM RAL BROCKS agreed the lack of harbors is a significant issue
for all Alaska and the U S

4:00: 40 PM

JAMES FLOYD, representing hinself, Tok, said he opposed SIJR 13,
which is identical to HIR 22. He explained that there are stil
a lot of criticisnms of the treaty itself - the fact that it is
long and conplicated. It dictates what laws the U S. would have
to have and that raises concerns about sovereignty. M. Floyd
said that this is comng from the United Nations where it
appears that a lot of people from governnent are pushing for
this than really are. The common person is not famliar wth
this treaty and it's comng from the top down. He urged the
conmittee to exercise caution

CO CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI cl osed public testinony.
4:04: 03 PM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said the only question that canme up was

that the U S. had opted out of the provisions in section 297; so
he didn't think there was a probl em
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SENATOR HUGA NS said he doesn't know anything about the
| nt ernati onal Court of Justice and wthout any previous
experience with it, his confidence level is not high. But those
advocating for this treaty have good reasoning, and if things
work out as envisioned it would be good; but if conflicts arise,
his confidence |level of adjudicating those is Iow Senator
Huggi ns stated that he does not have a problem with this noving
out of commttee but when international organizations are
involved, the ability to solve conflict is doubtful

SENATOR STEVENS noved to report HIR 22 from conmittee wth
i ndi vi dual reconmendations. There were no objections and it was
so order ed.

HIR 28- OPPOSE RESTRI CTI ONS ON O L/ GAS ACTIVITI ES

4:06: 30 PM

CO CHAIR W ELECHOWEKI announced HIJR 28 to be up for
consideration. [CSHIR 28(RES)am was before the commttee for
consi deration.]

JEANNE OSTNESS, staff to Representative Johnson, sponsor of HIR
28, provided a brief explanation of +the history of Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) drilling.

M5. OSTNESS read the follow ng statenent:
In 1953 Congress passed the Subnerged Lands Act (SLA)

whi ch granted individual states the rights to natura
resources on subnmerged lands up to three mles from

shor e. It also reaffirmed federal claime to al
resources on lands on the CQuter Continental Shelf
(OCS) which consists of all |lands seaward of the outer

limt of the state's 3 mle extent.

The passage of the Subnerged Lands Act led to the
passage of the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act |ater
in 1953. That act outlines t he f eder al
responsibilities over t he subner ged | ands and
authorizes the secretary of the Interior to |ease
those | ands for resource devel opnent.

In the 1960s and 1970s an energent environnmentali st
novenment resulted in the passage of the Nationa
Environnental Policy Act of 1969, the creation of the
EPA in 1970 and the establishnent of the Clean Air Act
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in 1972. These and other related bills created the
core of the regulatory framework that is currently
applicable to all extractive industries.

During the 80's, various area specific noratoriunms on
OCS drilling were passed by Congress. During this
time, petroleumrevenues dropped markedly.

By 1990 the bans on drilling had enconpassed so nuch
of the US exclusive economc zone that a bl anket
noratoriumin nost areas was enacted by the President.
In 2008, President Bush rescinded the presidential
nmoratorium on OCS drilling, renoving one of the major
roadbl ocks. And in Cctober of 2008, Congress followed
suit and rescinded their ban on OCS |easing and | ands
cane up for | ease.

The (Mning and Mnerals Service) MVB estimates that
about 574 mllion acres of the US OCS are currently

off limts representing about 85 percent of OCS
acreage offshore in the Lower 48. Estimated resources
in the banned areas are 17.8 billion barrels of oil

and 76.5 Tcf of natural gas.

A recent northern economcs report comm ssioned by
Shell oil on the econonmic inpacts of OCS devel opnent
in Alaska, projects that 35,000 jobs will be created
in the state over 50 years of OCS devel opnent. Those
j obs represent a conbine payroll of $72 billion over
the 50-year period projected in the study.

Unfortunately, recent conments and actions by Interior
Secretary Salazar and President Obama have cast the

future of OCS drilling into doubt. Present Obama has
chosen to delay the |Ilifting of +the presidential
noratorium on OCS drilling and Secretary Sal azar has
expressed an interest in closing or severely limting
OCS exploration and drilling in areas of the Lower 48
in favor of an as yet uncrafted conprehensive energy
pl an.

This kind of back-pedaling and uncertainty adversely
ef fects pot enti al expl oration and devel opnent .
Especially in economcally uncertain tines |ike these,
conpanies can't afford to risk huge suns of capital
unl ess they have a reasonable guarantee that their
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i nvestment won't be pulled out from under them at the
| ast m nute.

To that effect, HIR 28 sends a clear nessage to
Presi dent banma, Secretary Salazar and the US Congress
that they should pass no laws or admnistrative orders

that would restrict OCS drilling and exploration in
Al aska or the continental US. Further, it urges them
to encourage offshore exploration and drilling. | urge

you to support this resol ution.

SENATOR FRENCH asked for Gbhamm's coments which M. Ostness
referred to.

MS5. OSTNESS said she has Secretary Salazar's at hand. She does
not have President Obama's comments with her but wll get them
for Senator French.

4:11: 54 PM

MARI LYN CROCKETT, Alaska G| and Gas Association, supported HIR
28. Ms. Crockett stated the MVS estimates that Alaska's OCS
resources contain an estimated 27 mllion barrels of oil and 132
trillion cubic feet of natural gas. Recent analysis shows it
coul d generate another $1.3 trillion in federal, state and | ocal
revenues and contribute 150,000 jobs if the areas offshore that
are restricted from developnent at this tine are opened up. On
the Alaska level there is the potential to generate 35,000 jobs
with a total payroll of $72 billion. dearly this is an
i mportant resource for Al aska and the nation.

4:14: 04 PM

M5. CROCKETT said that a |lot of challenges exist such as renpte
| ocati on and harsh operating environment, but other challenges
can be mnimzed such as access restrictions.

4:14: 34 PM

JASON BRUNE, Executive Di rector, Resource Devel opnent
Counci | (RDC), supported HIR 28. M. Brune stated that RDC is a
statewi de non-profit, nenbership funded organization founded in
1975 conprised of individuals and conpanies from Al aska's oil
and gas, mning, tinber, tourism and fisheries industries as
wel | as Al aska native corporations, |ocal communities, organized
| abor and industry support firns. RDC s purpose is to link these
together to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in
Alaska and expand the state's economc base through the
responsi bl e expansion of nat ur al resour ces. He said an
additional 15 trillion cubic feet of gas nust be discovered for
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the trans-Canada or Denali pipeline project to be economcally
viable over the long term He stated that we should be
encouragi ng OCS devel opment not hanpering it. OCS has a strong
track record of <coexisting with other industries including
fishing.

MR. BRUNE stated that energy exploration, developnent and
production in federal and state waters around Al aska w || occur
in an environnmentally sensitive and responsible manner wth
restrictions when needed. He said the US has a nora
obligation to develop donmestic energy sources. The OCS is the
ideal location and its resources will buy the time needed to
develop the alternative and renewabl e energy resources that wll
sonmeday break our reliance on foreign oil.

4:17:39 PM

M5. OSTNESS drew attention to the House anendnent on page 3,
line 3 of the resolution. It put an enphasis on "responsible" in
encouraging and pronoting continued responsible exploration,
devel opnent and producti on.

SENATOR FRENCH supported the thrust of this resolution, but he
was concerned about the WHEREAS cl ause on page 2, lines 18 - 21.
It states that key nenbers of the GCbama administration and
Congress have stated as "key priority" the restriction of
devel opnent of Al aska's off-shore oil and gas reserves. Senator
French said he wonders if it would be better to renpve that
clause and focus on telling the Gbanma admnistration and
Congress that we are strongly in support of OCS devel opnent.

SENATOR HUGGE NS objected for discussion. H's first question to
t he sponsor is whether that is true or not.

M5. OSTNESS replied that Secretary Salazar announced the
Department of the Interior's new strategy for devel oping an off-
shore energy plan. M. Ostness said step one is a 180-day
extension on coment period for the proposed 5 year plan for oi
and gas developnent. Step two is assenbling a new report on
conventional and renewable off-shore energies and having then
four regional conferences to review the findings. The final step
is expediting renewabl e energy rule-making for OCS. M. Ostness
stated that it just seened that it was a delaying tactic.

SENATOR FRENCH said he didn't hear it as a key priority of the

bama  admnistration to inpose restrictions on devel oping
Al aska's off shore and gas reserves. That may be the underlying
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nmotive but that is not what was stated. It is better off to
renove it.

SENATOR HUGGA NS said it does appear to be a little bit of a
stick in the eye. He asked the sponsor if that had been pointed
out before.

M5. OSTNESS replied no, it had not.

CO CHAIR WELECHOWSKI said he hoped to nobve this out of
commttee today as Secretary Salazar is in Alaska and a nessage
could be sent to him Co-chair Welechowski said he tends to
agree with Senator French.

4:22:16 PM

SENATOR WAGONER said it isn't inperative that this be given to
Secretary Salazar tonorrow. He said perhaps this section needs
to be rewitten and checked if it is factual. Even if it 1is
factual, it should be rewitten.

M5. OSTNESS said she does not think the sponsor would object to
t aki ng that section out.

CO CHAIR W ELECHONSKI asked Ms. Ostness given the choice of
del aying the resolution or taking the section out, if she would
have a preference.

MS. OSTNESS replied that she woul d rather have it nove.

SENATOR HUGGE NS nmmintained his objection. He stated that it
woul d be smarter to take a |look and see what's true and what's
not, change the | anguage and capture the sponsor's intentions.

SENATOR FRENCH said he would just as soon renobve that section
It cleans it up and the nessage could be delivered to Secretary
Sal azar when he's here in Al aska.

4:24: 34 PM

M5. OSTNESS said that this is viewed as a "sense of the House,"
had the nmmjority nenbers signed the letter and have given
Secretary Sal azar the resolution with the House's results.

CO CHAIR W ELECHOWSKI said he would like to nove HIR 22 today,
but it is a conmmittee process.

SENATOR HUGGE NS said he agreed with striking it, but the sense

of the House has already happened. The resolutions would be
different if the Senate changes it.
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SENATOR FRENCH said there is no obligation that they be exactly
the sane. The Senate could pass one that says what they have
agreed to.

SENATOR HUGGA NS said he preferred to do the nodification so that
it noves out, is accurate and doesn't stick sonebody in the eye.

SENATOR STEVENS pointed out that this is a joint resolution. He
guestioned that the House has already dispersed their version
even though it has not been approved by both the House and the
Senat e.

M5. OSTNESS said a letter was witten just indicating that the
House has passed this resolution and that it was viewed as a
sense of the House at this point.

SENATOR STEVENS remarked that sending a joint resolution that
hasn't been approved by the Senate was prenmature.

M5. OSTNESS replied that it was just a letter; they didn't send
t he resol ution.

SENATOR STEVENS said he is confortable noving the resolution. It
does not harmthe resolution to take it out.

4:26:48 PM
SENATOR WAGONER asked for clarification on what was sent, was it
a letter stating there was a resolution in process?

M5. OSTNESS answered yes - and that it had passed the House with
a majority vote.

SENATOR WAGONER said he'd be confortable taking it out if the
sponsor didn't want to re-wite the section, but he thinks if it
is left init should be re-witten.

SENATOR FRENCH mai ntains his notion to renove page 2, lines 18 -
21.

4:27:34 PM
CO CHAIR W ELECHONSKI asked if there was continued objection to
the notion of renoving page 2, lines 18-21. There were no

objections and it was so ordered.
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SENATOR FRENCH noved to report SCS CSHB HIR 28(RES)am be from
committee wth individual reconmrendat i ons. There were no
objections and it was so ordered.

Confirmation Hearings: Board of Fisheries

4:28:26 PM
CO CHAI R W ELECHOWEKI next took up the confirmation for Brent G
Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

4:29: 09 PM

BRENT JOHNSON, C am @ul ch, said he was born in 1955 in Sel dovi a.
M. Johnson gave sone background information about hinself. His
dad was an avid hunter and fisher. He graduated from hi gh school
in 1973 and got married in 1975. M. Johnson becane a set netter
and in the winter ran his dad's surveying crew. For the past 34
years he has been set-netting constantly and working for his dad
or brother in the surveying field.

4:31: 03 PM

MR. JOHNSON stated that he becane involved in the Fish and Gane
Advisory Conmmittee and the set-netting association called Kena
Fi shermen's Association. He was president of that a nunber of
times. He went to his first Board of Fisheries neeting in about
1977. He was also involved in the Cook Inlet Aquaculture
Association and is president of that organization now. M.
Johnson pointed out that he likes to look at all people for
what ever they can contribute. He is perfectly wlling to work
with sport fishernen. He was involved in the Cook Inlet salnon
brandi ng program Kenai WId. He has been involved in Cook Inlet
spill response. M. Johnson said he surveyed shore fishery
| eases with his dad for a program allowing set netters to | ease
tide lands area for security for their site. The state nmade
changes to this program and M. Johnson said his dad didn't want
any part of it.

4:34:10 PM

H's dad refused to draw maps done in the new nmanner, so M.
Johnson started drawing these shore fishery diagranms in the
Bristol Bay area and Kodiak and through Cook Inlet. He got to
know fishernen and their differences in set netting in the area.
He points out he has been a nenber of the Kenai Peninsula
Borough Planning Conmission for 12 years. He believes it is
fairly simlar to what he has seen Board of Fish people do.

4:35:42 PM
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SENATOR WAGONER asked the single nost inportant thing a Board
menber has to know to be effective on the Board and in the
st ate.

MR. JOHNSON replied that you have to know about the fish. You
have to know what it takes to nake a fishery sustai nabl e.

SENATOR HUGA NS said that unfortunately M. Johnson is caught
between a rock and a hard place wth the fish caught in the
m ddl e of that debate. Wth that backdrop, Senator Huggi ns asked
about the Aquaculture Association and its task and the sort of
t hings M. Johnson has worked on.

MR. JOHNSON said the Aquaculture Association is making nore fish
for everybody. It's involved in habitat issues, educating the
public and maeking fisheries better for comercial fisherman and
personal use and sport fisherman. There are currently a lot of
studies in the Susitna River system because people aren't seeing
fish there that they have seen in the past. The Aquaculture
Association put weirs at a nunber of |akes and counted nore fish
than the Departnment of Fish and Ganme had counted by sonar. So
it's obvious that the sonar wasn't working entirely properly.

4:38:26 PM
SENATOR HUGAE NS asked how many people are on the Board of the
Aquacul ture Associ ati on.

MR. JOHNSON replied that there are about 25 people on the Board,
representing nunerous organizations. |It's a requirenent that
over 50 percent are commercial fishernen.

SENATOR HUGA NS said this was the first time he'd heard that at
| east 50 percent that are commercial fisherman. He asked if it
was also a requirenment that at |east 50 percent have to be sport
fi shernmen.

MR. JOHNSON replied that if there is over 50 percent conmercia
fisherman then there ~couldn't be over 50 percent sport
fisherman. M. Johnson said the reason for this is that the
Agquacul ture Association draws 2 percent from the fisherman's
t ake. The state, when it set up these non-profit Aquaculture
Associ ations, set up those by-I|aws.

SENATOR HUGGE NS asked what M. Johnson knows about UCI DA (Upper
Cook Inlet Drift Association) having filed suit.

4:40: 39 PM
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MR. JOHNSON replied that it is the United Cook Inlet Drift
Associ ation, not Upper Cook Inlet. M. Johnson said that the
Aquacul ture Association isn't involved in that suit in any way.
It was first brought to life when M. Johnson was president of
the Kenai Peninsula Fisherman's Association. There were joint
nmeetings between UCIDA and KPFA with the attorney, so M.
Johnson knew a bit about it early on. M. Johnson resigned as
president of KPFA and didn't stay 100 percent in-the-know. He
does renenber the attorney making a presentation to the Kena
City Council and dip netting got involved in it there. He and
other fishernmen were scratching their heads over this. M.
Johnson says he is confused as to how it is now portrayed as a
dip net issue in the press or presentations.

4:42:14 PM

SENATOR HUGE NS said the alarm he is hearing from people is that
the dip-netter personal-use fishery would pay the bills for
that. Senator Huggins said M. Johnson represents a change in
denographic representation. Fairbanks loses a seat as the
position noves south. He asked for M. Johnson's perspective on
this.

MR. JOHNSON answered that he is synpathetic wth Fairbanks
| osing representation. Fairbanks has had representation and been
happy with it as far as he knows. Commercial fishernen in Cook
I nl et have been shy of representation for a nunmber of years. He
has not withdrawn due to his synpathy for Fairbanks because they
coul d possibly get a seat in the next cycle.

SENATOR HUGGE NS asked M. Johnson to repeat what he said about
commerci al fishernmen being underrepresented in the past.

MR. JOHNSON said Danny DeGrout was the |ast comrercial fisherman
to serve from Cook Inlet, and he was appointed in 1975 and
retired in 1978. Cook Inlet has had 16 sport fish
representatives on the Board of Fish since M. DeGout, adding
up to 54 years of service. Commercial fishernmen have not had any
representation during that tine.

SENATOR HUGA NS said that disturbs hima little bit because M.
Johnson considers hinself a balance for the comerci al
fisherman. He thought that M. Johnson was considering hinself
to be a bal ance between sports and comrercial fishing.

SENATOR WAGONER clarified that UCIDA is not a nenber of

Agquacul ture per se as an organization. There are three at-large
seats and UCIDA can be elected to those three seats. UCI DA did
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not exist when the law went into effect; thereby the statue had
to be changed for UCI DA to have representation equally.

MR. JOHNSON sai d Senator Wagoner was correct. UCIDA didn't exist
and didn't used to be a nmenber. They got a designated seat ten
years ago at the sane tine that the Seiner's Association got a
designated seat. There are at large seats and lots of tines
UCI DA has those seats.

CO CHAIR WELECHONSKI called for public testinony and set a
three-minute tine limt.

4:46: 07 PM

JERRY MCCUNE, United Fishernmen of Al aska, supported Brent
Johnson's appointnment. They have known him for 15 years. M.
McCune said that M. Johnson has worked with all different kind
of fishers and people. He would bring balance to all the users.
Aquacul ture groups don't get involved in lawsuits and are sel dom
i nvol ved in nom nations of boards.

4:47:55 PM

ANDY SZCZESNY, representing hinself, said he has run a fly
fishing business for 24 years on the Upper Kenai River and
opposed M. Johnson's appointnent. He is a past Board nenber and
has served on a couple of subsistence commttees. M. Szczesny
said he does not think that M. Johnson can be objective in the
$1.4 billion sports fishery.

M KE KRAMER, representing hinself, said he serves on the
Fai rbanks Fish and Game Advisory Commttee and is chair of the
fisheries subcommttee. He is speaking for hinself although he
noted that the Advisory Commttee wunaninously opposed M.
Johnson's  confirmation, primarily due to the lack of
representation for the Interior if M. Johnson is confirmed. M.
Kramer stated that it has been an unwitten rule that the Board
be somewhat equally divided wth three comercial fish
interests, three sport upriver advocates and one subsistence
advocate. M. Kraner stated that replacing Bonnie WIllianms with
Brent Johnson is ensuring a Board dom nated by commercial fish
interests with four nenbers of a seven-nenber board having a
history and constituency in the commercial fish industry. M.
Kramer expressed the view that that is a very real threat for
t hose who |ive inland and depend on catching fish for food.

MR. KRAMER said regional representation is inportant. If M.

Johnson is confirmed there won't be any representation north of
Big Lake. This board would have no know edge of the fisheries
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that are inportant to people there. The Arctic-Yukon- Kuskokwi m
is in this current board cycle. M. Johnson, if he is confirned,
and the rest of the Board, wll conme to Fairbanks next w nter
and debate hundreds of proposals of interest to interior
residents. There won't be any nenber of the Board who has
participated in those fisheries. M. Kraner said this is an
interior seat and should go to soneone famliar with interior
i ssues, who represents consunptive users and sonmeone who knows
and appreci ates subsistence use, particularly along the Yukon
and Kuskokwi m Ri vers.

SENATOR WAGONER stated there is never a statenent in witing or
of policy requiring regional representation. Alaska is so |large
that you just couldn't do it wth a seven-nenber board. Senator
Wagoner said there have been other times when things are not
geographically evenly distributed and they are |ooking for the
best person to represent that state of Al aska, not regional
representati on.

MR. KRAMER said it is an unwitten rule, adhered to by all
governors since Wally Hickel, that there is some Interior
representation on this board. There are other mnor fluctuations
in the particular region that a person conmes from but
historically there has been three from comercial fishing
backgrounds, three from upriver consunptive-use backgrounds and
one person famliar with subsistence fisheries. It's critically
inmportant on a statewi de board that makes decisions governing
the allocations of a publicly owned resource that it not be
dom nated by one interest. M. Kraner said he does not oppose
the man, but the seat he is occupying. If M. Johnson was
nom nated to replace any current commercial fishers on the Board
M. Kranmer would not be speaking against it.

4:54: 14 PM

SENATOR FRENCH said it would be helpful to see a set of rosters
of the Board of Fisheries going back in tinme to see how the
seats have been allocated. Senator French said it is a tough
decision to nake in three days. He said if soneone can show him
that for 30 years it's been divided up this way that would sway
his vote.

CO CHAIR WELECHONSKI said if the admnistration could get that
information to his office, he would distribute it.

4:55: 03 PM
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STEVE MCCLURE, representing hinself, said he lives in Sol dotna
and opposed M. Johnson's appointnent. It wll throw out the
bal ance of the Board.

DAVID GOGGE A, representing hinself, was from Kenai and opposed
M . Johnson because of the bal ance on the Board. He has attended
the Board of Fisheries for the last ten years and can see how
his nomnation would be detrinmental to the sport fishing
i ndustry.

4:56: 30 PM

RUBEN HENKE, representing hinself, Kenai, said he owns a sport
fishing business on the Kenai R ver and opposed M. Johnson's
confirmation. M. Henke said that with an AYK neeting com ng up
this year, a subsistence personal -use person from the Interior
shoul d be on the Board to help | ead through that neeting.

4:57: 04 PM

RI CKY GEASE, Executive Director, Kenai R ver Sport Fishing
Associ ation, opposed M. Johnson's appointnment. M. Cease's
organi zation believes there needs to be a broad geographic
representation and a balance of conmer ci al , sport and
subsi stence personal use interests on the Board. H s
organi zation believes this appointnment overweighs the Board
toward commercial interests and |eaves Interior representation
lacking; it wuld also be mnmissing inmportant Alaska Native
representati on.

MR. CGEASE said the North Pacific Fisheries Managenment Counci
(NPFMC) just capped Chinook by-catch at 60,000 fish and the
departnment is telling Interior subsistence fishernmen that it's
going to consider cutting the subsistence harvest in half over
the next year. He said this is the tine to have soneone fromthe
AYK area on the Board to deal with these issues.

4:58: 32 PM

MR. GEASE said that M. Johnson does not have broad state-w de
support from the other wuser groups; he has support within the
comercial fishing industry. M. Johnson is eloquent about the
issues within commercial fishing and does a good job there. But
if one thinks that Ken Tarbox, who is the retired commerci al
fish biologist in Cook Inlet, represents sport fishing interests
of the Cook Inlet area, then that person is "tunnel-visioned."
M. GCease said there is also an issue with the science. Last
year the Board l|ast year nmade the Northern District fish a
stock-of -concern. There were questions from KPFA and UCI DA about
the need for going with that designation
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The Board's nunber-one priority is fisheries conservation, and
when there are chronic mssed escapenents in the Northern
District, there is a question whether that priority has been
adhered to.

MR. CEASE said that the issue with the sonars is an inportant
one. Cook Inlet Aquaculture did do a good thing of putting weirs
in the Northern District but mark-recapture studies need to be
done to figure out the weighted balance. In ternms of Bendix
versus Ditson Sonar counters, the Bendix is not a reliable
source. M. Gease said the Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane
(ADF&G) stands behind the Bendi x sonar counter, which provides
an index, not an absolute count. They are the best thing
avai | abl e.

5:00: 38 PM

SENATOR WAGONER said if M. Johnson were appointed to the Board
he would not be able to take part in the discussion or the vote
in Cook Inlet issues. Senator WAgoner asked if that was correct,
that M. Johnson woul d be conflicted out.

MR. GEASE responded on some of the issues, yes.

SENATOR WAGONER asked if this wuld be so on any issue
pertaining to Cook Inlet.

MR. CGEASE said this is not the case. M. Johnson would be
conflicted out of allocation issues for conmercial fishing,
personal use or sport fisheries also.

SENATOR WAGONER asked if a person from AYK would be conflicted
out in nost cases al so.

MR. CEASE said it depends on who you appoint fromthe region and
what economic interest they have in the region itself. People
can be famliar with fisheries and not be conflicted out from
t hat region

SENATOR WAGONER asked if there would be a conflict if such a
person were conmmercial or subsistence.

MR. GEASE replied not necessarily. It depends on the proposal.
CO CHAIR WELECHOANSKI said he want Legislative Legal or the

adm nistration to give a quick overview at sone point about the
conflict issue.
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5:02: 37 PM

MEL MORRIS, representing hinself, Kodiak, said he is on the
Board of Fisheries and supported M. Johnson. He said nuch has
been nmade of about representation throughout the state, but he
didn't see hinself as having constituents, but rather a noral
and legal obligation to deal with all the fisheries issues as
they come up. M. Mrris said all nenbers learn by reading the
material that cones to them and listening to the people who
present an argunment, conment or science. M. Mrris stated that
a person who is willing to work hard and be a good board nenber
can do so regardless of where he lives. M. Mrris thinks M.
Johnson's background experience is good and relevant, and he
knows how to listen to three sides of every story. Cook Inlet
Aquacul ture Association is not just a conmercial fisheries
organi zation, it provides fish for the sport and personal use
fisheries, Lower Cook Inlet, Upper Cook Inlet and Resurrection
Bay.

5:05: 08 PM

KENNY ROGERS, Pr esi dent, Kenai Peni nsul a Fi shermen' s
Associ ation, (KPFA), and Director of the Cook Inlet Aquaculture
Association, said he is an Alaska Native living in Anchorage
and is both commercial and sport fisherman. He supported M.
Johnson's nomi nation because he is fair, listens to all sides
and is active in the comunity. He'd be a great asset to the
Boar d.

JOHN JENSQN, representing hinmself, Petersburg resident, and
Chair of Al aska Board of Fisheries, supported M. Johnson saying
he has a comrercial fishing background and there is only one
other full-time commercial fisherman on the Board and that is
M. Jenson hinmself. M. Jenson stated that M. Johnson has been
reasonable to work with when he is before the Board on the
public side. He is fair mnded and interested in sustaining the
fisheries as mandated by the State Constitution.

JOHN BLAIR Executive Director, Sout heast Al aska Cui des
Organi zation in Sitka, opposed M. Johnson. M. Blair said it
would be a missed opportunity for Interior representation and
his background duplicates qualifications already present wth
current board nenbers. The Board works best when there's broad
representation from diverse areas and diverse groups. M.
Blair's group asked that the Governor find soneone famliar with
Interior and Native issues who will provide a fair and bal anced
approach to gover ni ng.
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5:07:52 PM

THERESA WEI SER, President of Sitka Charter Boat Operators
Associ ati on, opposed M. Johnson. M. Wiser has been a | odge
owner for 20 years and a resident of Sitka since 1978. She
stated the opinion that M. Johnson's nom nation raises serious
concerns for regional representation and it's inportant that the
Board of Fisheries reflects the diverse user groups, ethnic
groups and | ocations throughout the state. This nom nation neans
no representation for Interior Al aska, no up-river, no
subsi stence and no Native representation and the next cycle
i nvol ves decisions for this area.

M5. VEI SER said the Board of Fisheries is best at doing its job
by including nenbers from Southeast, South Central, South
Western and Interior Alaska. She said her group respectfully
recommends the Governor find a Board of Fisheries appointee
famliar wth interior and wup-river subsistence and native
fisheries issues and one who will provide a fair and bal anced
approach to allocation decisions.

PAT DONALDSON, representing hinself, said he is a sport and
personal use fisherman and small fishing guide operator. M.
Donal dson said the Board now favors conmercial fishing and he
opposed M. Johnson's nomnation. M. Donaldson said Vince
Webster is a Bristol Bay set netter and Mel Mrris is enployed
in the sea food industry as an expeditor of fish sales including
sales of fish caught in Cook Inlet. John Jenson is a commercia
fisherman and Brent Johnson is a Cook Inlet set netter. M.
Donal dson said if you have been in any of the Board of Fisheries
neetings it is very obvious that commercial fishing is Kking.
Sport fishing needs nore representation.

Regi onal representation is very inportant in the upcom ng
decisions in the Yukon Kuskokwim area and the Interior. There
needs to be soneone on the Board that can represent them M.
Donal dson said there would be four people represented in South
Central Alaska if M. Johnson is elected and zero from the
I nterior.

MR. DONALDSON said Cook Inlet is wunique in sport fish and
cormmercial fish argunments. Over 60 percent of +the state's
popul ation lives in close proximty to Cook Inlet and accesses
Cook Inlet for personal and sport fishing. M. Donaldson said
Cook Inlet is the largest salnon fishing destination in the
worl d. Over 200,000 people, estimated, according to Fish and
Ganme docunents, used that area for fishing for salnon | ast year.
Those neetings are very contentious and hard to deal with. M.
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Donal dson said that M. Johnson has denonstrated that he is
agai nst sport fishing in general and that there are quotes from

M. Johnson in those neetings to prove it. It is obvious that
M. Johnson would not represent sport fishing at all in this
ar ea.

5:12: 04 PM

M. Donal dson also points back to the lawsuit saying that the
organi zations that M. Johnson has been a part of and been a
part of |eadership in have been very involved in this lawsuit.
M . Donal dson stated the opinion that a citizen of Al aska would
have trouble depending on the Board to make critical decisions
about Cook Inlet when sonme of its nenbers have been directly
involved in lawsuits that would take authority to make critica
deci sions away fromthe Board and the State of Al aska.

5:12: 34 PM
SENATOR WAGONER asked what organi zation M. Johnson is involved
inthat is a party to the lawsuit.

MR. DONALDSON said that UCIDA and menbers of the comercia
fishing industry that have been involved in those discussions
and in those organizations join in together. It is not a single
| awsuit represented by one person.

SENATOR WAGONER repeated his question, asking what organization
M. Johnson is involved in that is a party to the lawsuit that
has been di scussed.

MR. DONALDSON said he didn't know the exact answer to that
guestion. M. Donal dson said, having attended plenty of neetings
and listened to discussions that the nenbers of the Cook Inlet
fishing comunity have been involved in, M. Johnson has been
involved in that kind of discussion.

SENATOR WAGONER stated that the lawsuit was brought by United
Cook Inlet Drift Association and they are the only ones party to
that |awsuit. The Aquaculture Association won't get involved in
those types of lawsuits because it stays away from allocative
issues. Its mission is nore to support, sustain and enhance fish
runs throughout the whole district.

5:14: 15 PM

Rl CHARD PERSON, representing hinself, supported M. Johnson. M.
Person is a |lifelong Al aska and comrercial fishes in Cook Inlet.
He has been to a |lot of board neetings and has never come out
feeling like a king, but rather wondering if he'll still be in
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busi ness. M. Person said M. Johnson has integrity, is eloquent
and has a passion for reading and studying. It has been 30 years
since a set netter has sat on the Board. It is a statew de
posi tion.

CHRI S GARCI A, Kenai, supported M. Johnson. M. Garcia has known
M. Johnson for a long time and thinks he is honest and
intelligent whose reason for serving on the Board of Fish is to
keep the fisheries alive and goi ng.

5:15: 54 PM
Rl CHARD ERKENEFF, Kenai Peninsula, said he is a |lodge and RV
canp owner on the Kenai R ver and opposed M. Johnson. M.

Erkeneff said the success of many snmall, Al askan busi nesses and
the well being of nmany citizens depends upon sustainable fish
for all the wuser groups - commercial, sport, personal user,

subsi stence. M. Erkeneff said after public testinony, the Board
goes into private deliberation and the user groups need a fair
bal ance during these private deliberations. M. Johnson's
nom nati on would make the Board over-weighted toward commercia
fisherman interests.

5:18: 47 PM
GARY CHAMBERLAIN, from Sterling, Alaska, opposed M. Johnson
because the Board needs to have Interior representation.

JOE CONNORS, Sterling, Alaska, said he owns a fishing |odge on
the Kenai River and opposed M. Johnson. M. Connors said the
commttee just did a good job with the previous two Board of
Gane applicants, discussing diversity and advocacy. M. Connors
said that M. Johnson woul d not provide geographic or user group
diversity. M. Johnson has been a strong advocate for commercia
fishing at the expense of other wuser groups, and against
personal use fishing and sport fishing, guided or unguided. His
record can be checked. M. Connors stated he is also concerned
about the lawsuit against the personal use fishery. That's an
Al askan fishery for Alaskans and it has to conti nue.

5:21:04 PM

RON RAI NEY, Kenai River, opposed M. Johnson. M. Rainey said
t he nost asked question he gets is "Are the nets in today?" That
means if the comercial nets are in the water, other fishing is
going to go down the toilet. That's the inpact that the
commercial industry has on the fishery in the Kenai River. M.
Rainey said the fishery in South Central Alaska is worth $1.4
billion; that's the largest sport fishery in Al aska. M. Johnson
would be fair in his own mnd but his mndset is commercial
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fishing and that is what he would advocate. M. Rainey opposed
M. Johnson, having heard him in many neetings as an avid
commercial fish proponent.

MONTE  ROBERTS, Pr esi dent, Kenai Ri ver  Prof essi onal Qui de
Associ ation, opposed M. Johnson's appointnent to the Board, but
he has the utnost respect for him personally. He fights just as
hard for his interests as M. Roberts fights for his owmn. M.
Johnson would not be fair and balanced. Personal wuse and
subsi stence need representation.

5:23:13 PM

RI CHARD THOWSQN, supported M. Johnson's appointnent. M.
Thonmpson stated that M. Johnson is an active nenber of nmany
organi zations and is very know edgeable on local fishing
managenent. He says things people don't necessarily want to
hear, but his statenents are based on fact. M. Johnson is the
voi ce Cook Inlet needs with all the user groups.

DREW SPARLIN, President, United Cook Inlet Drift Association
(UCI DA), supported M. Johnson. He said that he served with M.
Johnson on various boards and commttees for over 30 years. M.
Sparlin stated that M. Johnson nakes fair decisions based on
best available science, not politics. Drifters are often
conpeting with set-netters for the sanme stock. He stated that
UCIDA is confident that M. Johnson will approach all areas and
user groups with unbiased consideration and attention to detail.
There has not been a commercial fisherman from Cook Inlet on the
Board since 1980. In this sanme tinme, there have been 18 non-
commercial seats filled with people from the Cook Inlet area.
M. Sparlin stated that UCI DA strongly supports M. Johnson's
nom nation and is not involved in any | awsuit.

DYRE VANDEVERE, commercial fisherman, supported M. Johnson's
appointnment to the Board of Fisheries. He has known him for a
nunber of years and worked with him on different boards. M.
VanDevere stated that M. Johnson would represent everybody in
Al aska and a conmercial fisherman from Cook Inlet is needed on
the Board. M. Johnson wants to know the science before he makes
up his mnd on anything. He is fair and inpartial and is not a
person who wants to do away w th another industry.

5:26:55 PM
JUDY JOHNSON, d am @Gulch, said she is married to M. Johnson and
supported his appointnent. He will research to find the truth;

he is a good speaker and he's honest. She knows it would nean
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time away from home and nmany hours of work at home, but she
knows he would do a wonderful job for the Board.

CHRI STI NE BRANDT, representing herself, stated that M. Johnson
will represent any group, whether they are a mnority or not
wth integrity, respect and honesty. Ms. Brandt recently
reviewed a docunent sent by Ricky Cease referring to letters
from Governor Sarah Palin. M. Brandt stated that she was
shocked that someone would take a letter witten by elderly
pi oneering wonmen and nmanipulate content to benefit their own
needs. These are wonen who have honesteaded in Al aska and who
are still active in their comunities. M. Brandt told the
committee that she hopes they wll disregard these abbreviated
letters. They are not relevant to the task at hand.

M5. BRANDT said the Board of Fisheries is nore than what soneone
does for a living or where soneone lives or soneone's politica
affiliations. She said a Board nenber should be approachabl e,
available and wlling to learn different cul tures, be
considerate and respectful. M. Brandt said Governor Sarah Palin
is not appointing a fishing group or type of fishery to the
Board of Fisheries, but an active nmenber of the commnity, who
is raising a famly and has historical roots in Anchorage and
Sel dovi a.

BI LL SULLI VAN, Kenai resident, supported M. Johnson. He is a
respected fellow advocate of the state's resources and he has
w tnessed M. Johnson's advocacy of fishery resources. He has
observed M. Johnson's keen intellect, respectful disposition,
and unassail able work ethic in action as well.

MR. SULLIVAN referred to the Cook Inlet sport fishing caucus ad
in the last two weekend's paper and stated a lot of the
suggestions in it are untrue. M. Sullivan said none of the
organi zations nentioned in the ad had any intention of outlaw ng
personal use dip-netting.

5:32: 04 PM

CLIFF CHAMBERLIN, representing hinmself, said he has been a
commercial fisherman and is now a guide on the Kenai River and
that he opposed M. Johnson's nomnation to the Board of
Fi sheries. M. Chanberlin stated he has nothing personal against
him but he would like to see the Board have nore diverse
representation fromdifferent areas of the state.

5:33:12 PM
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BOBBY  THORSTENSON, fourth generation Al askan comer ci al
fi sherman, supported M. Johnson's appointnent. The first 50
years that M. Thorstenson's famly l|ived here the federal
government rmanaged the fisheries resource and did a terrible
job. By the time the state took over managenent, the popul ation
of the sal non harvest was about 10 percent of what it is today.
M. Thorstenson said in the first 25 years of statehood
managenent, the Board of Fisheries had 6 or 7 commercial fishing
representatives. At that 25th year of statehood, the second
sports oriented nenber was added from Fair banks.

M. Thorstenson stated that M. Johnson will represent people in
a broader perspective, not just from a commercial fishing. It's
been 31 years since there's been a Cook Inlet fisherman and
there's been 16 sports fisherman. M. Thorstenson said the vast
majority of regulations dealt with in Southeast are straight
commercial fishing internal regulation, not allocation issues,
and sport fishernmen on the Board have previously done good work
for Southeast commercial fisherman. The Governor nust have
tremendous respect for M. Johnson's abilities, because she
decided to take a renmarkable risk in angering sports fisherman
by appointing him

5:37:52 PM

DAVID MARTIN, commercial fisherman, C am Qulch, supported M.
Johnson's appointnent. M. Martin said he has been involved in
the Boards of Fish and Gane and advisory commttee process for
over 25 vyears and is the current chairman of the Central
Peni nsul a Advisory Commttee. He knows that M. Johnson is very
qualified and he resents the assunption that soneone with a
commercial fishing interest cannot be objective and represent
all users and all areas.

MR. MARTIN said he has known M. Johnson for over 35 years and
his record of service verifies his integrity and fairness, his
ability to read and digest scientific and biological data, and
his knowl edge of the various user groups. M. Mrtin said that
M. Johnson is a leader and is the type of person the state
needs to be on the Board of Fish. He can fairly represent the
various areas of the state as should the other Board of Fish
menbers.

RCD BERG representing hinself and his famly, Soldotna, opposed
M. Johnson's appointnment. M. Berg said that M. Johnson fishes
11 set net permts and because of that, he could not bring a
fair and balanced approach to the Board of Fisheries and
consi der the needs of sport and personal use fishernen.
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MURRAY  FENTON, Kenai Ri ver guide, opposed M. Johnson's
appointnment. M. Fenton stated that M. Johnson has been a |oud
voice for the Cook Inlet commercial fisherman and nore bal ance
i s needed on the Board.

MR. FENTON said that even though M. Johnson would manage for
sustained yield and that the commercial fishernen get all the
fish they have comng to them the upstream fishernen are in a
different boat. Last year they cane up several hundred thousand
fish short of their goal for sockeye. M. Fenton said he is
scared that based on M. Johnson's record, this is not the tine
to have himon the Board.

5:42: 46 PM
SENATOR WAGONER asked M. Fenton to clarify comng up several
hundred thousand fish short |ast year.

MR. FENTON said the sockeye escapenent goal was 300,000 fish
short. The commercial fisherman got mllions of fish in the
Inlet and the sport fishers were short changed. Sport fishers
were shut down on the Kenai River for sockeye.

PAUL SHADURA, representing hinself, supported M. Johnson's
appointment. M. Shadura stated that he is the executive
director of the Kenai Peninsula Fisherman's Association (KPFA)
and the Cook Inlet Region Incorporated Representative on the
Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association Board. He is a third
generation commercial set netter in Cook Inlet of Russian and of
Al aska Native descent. He said that commercial fishing for many
is a way to survive in Alaska, a way to feed and raise your
famly. Many Al askans | ook seaward for the return of salnon to
feed their famlies, the community or the world. Al users
should have a reasonable opportunity to access Alaska's
resources. M. Shadura said that M. Johnson has always strived
to be fair and bal anced. He would be a great asset to the people
of the state. M. Shadura stated that KPFA is not a direct
participant in any lawsuit that denies the right to access
natural resources.

SENATOR WAGONER said a couple of people told himthat UCIDA is
the group that brought that suit, but he apologized if that is
not so. He will nmake a call or tw and find out who is the
responsi bl e party.

CO CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI gave M. Johnson three mnutes to comrent.

5:46: 47 PM
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MR. JOHNSON wai ved his three mnutes and said his only regret is
that they he heard froma |Iot of guides and not a single one who
supported himand he would |i ke to change that.

CO CHAIR W ELECHOWSKI stated that this board is a tough one to
sit on and that M. Johnson would make a |ot of enem es doing
it. He appreciated M. Johnson's wllingness to put his nane
forward.

SENATOR WAGONER brought attention to sone |letters, one of which
is from a constituent, Don Johnson. Hs letter l|isted 12
| egislators but there are no signatures. He questioned whether
those legislators were party to the letter or not, wthout
signatures and said he woul d ask sone of them when he sees them

CO CHAIR W ELECHOWNSKI said that confirmation hearing is several
days away and asked that if Senator Wagoner finds out anything
to please forward that on.

5:49:12 PM

SENATOR WAGONER moved to forward M. Johnson's nanme to the ful
body for consideration. There were no objections and it was so
or der ed.

5:49: 47 PM

Finding no further business to conme before the conmittee, Co-
Chair W el echowski adjourned the neeting at 5:49 p.m
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