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SENATE BI LL NO. 3

"An Act authorizing an Al aska regional devel opnent organization

to use the Al aska Commercial Fisheries Entry Comr ssion as
i nformational resource.”
MOVED SB 3 OQUT OF COW TTEE

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 3

SHORT TI TLE: CFEC AS | NFORMATI ON RESOURCE
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) OLSON

01/ 21/ 09 (S) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 9/ 09
01/ 21/ 09 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 21/ 09 (S) CRA, RES

02/ 05/ 09 (S) CRA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

02/ 05/ 09 (S) Moved SB 3 Qut of Committee

02/ 05/ 09 (S) M NUTE( CRA)
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W TNESS REG STER

an

TIM BENINTENDI, Staff to Senator O son, sponsor SB 3, read the

sponsor statenent.
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:

FRANK HOHVAN, Chai r man
Commerci al Fisheries Entry Conm ssion
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 3.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

4:35:26 PM

COCHAIR LESIL MCGQU RE called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 4:35 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Wel echowski, Stevens, French, Stednman and
McGui r e.

SB  3- CFEC AS | NFORVATI ON RESOURCE

4:35:59 PM
CHAI R MCGUI RE announced SB 3 to be up for consideration.

TI M BENI NTENDI, Staff to Senator O son, sponsor of SB 3, said SB
3 would provide a benefit to Alaska s Econonm c Devel opnent
Organi zations (ARDOR) by providing them with the opportunity to

obtain information from the Commerci al Fisheries Entry
Comm ssion (CFEC) wi thout charge — in reference to AS 16, 05. 815,
which says no confidential information may be disclosed.

Contractors working for ARDORs would be able to get information,
but they would have to have a letter showing that they were on
ARDOR busi ness.

The information would especially benefit the eight ARDORs with
commercial fishing as a significant portion of their econom es,
and would help them anticipate regional economc trends and
devel opnment opportunities. The CFEC supports this bill; they
have determ ned the | oss of revenue woul d be negli gi bl e.

4:37:13 PM
SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI asked how much data he was tal ki ng about.

MR. BENI NTENDI answered that he didn't know exactly, but this
woul d not affect the routine volune of work year to year.

FRANK HOHMAN, Chairman, Conmmercial Fisheries Entry Conmmi ssion
said it would be negligible because the data is already provided
on their website. It would take a few mnutes of an analyst’s
tinme.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if they are collecting data about fish or
the fisheries participants.
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MR. HOHMAN answered that they collect data about both from every
fish ticket in every fishery. The CFEC can't release individua
records, but they can rel ease area-w de statistics.

4:40: 03 PM
SENATOR FRENCH asked if they rel ease area earnings.

4:40: 07 PM

MR. HOHVAN replied that they just provide regional earnings, not
i ndividual. They never release anything with |ess than four
sources of information.

4:40:18 PM
SENATOR MCGUI RE asked what pronpted the bill.

MR. BENI NTENDI replied that it was introduced |ast year and
didn't have tinme to go through the process. He wasn’'t sure of
t he original inpetus.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if he expected nore of a work |oad
for the ARDORs if people conme to them with a request for
i nformati on.

MR. BENINTENDI replied that folks can't do that; the ARDCRs
don’t work as a mddle entity. They generated the request to
anal yze their own region.

SENATOR W ELECHOASKI wondered if sone groups would be subject to
public disclosure requirenents.

MR. HOHMAN rem nded him that these groups would not be given any
confidential information. The bill is designed to assist the
regi onal devel opnent corporations.

CO CHAIR WELECHONSKI asked if they are subject to Alaska' s
public disclosure | aws.

4. 42: 25 PM
MR. HOHMAN said he couldn't answer that, but he did know they
woul dn't get anything confidential fromthe CFEC

MR. BENI NTENDI agr eed.
CO CHAIR W ELECHONSKI asked if you disclose sonmething to an

ARDOR, could sonmeone ask it for the information. He was
concerned that this would cause nmore work for them
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MR. HOHVAN replied that the information is for their own use.

4:43:39 PM
CO- CHAI R MCGUI RE cl osed public testinony.

CO CHAIR W ELECHOASKI noved to report SB 3 from conmmittee with
i ndi vi dual recomrendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
were no objections and it was so ordered.

4:44: 24 PM

There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
Co-chair McQuire adjourned the neeting at 4:44 p. m
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