ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE LABOR AND COVMERCE STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 3, 2009
1:58 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Joe Paskvan, Chair
Senator Bettye Davis
Senat or Kevi n Meyer

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senat or Joe Thomas, Vice Chair
Senat or Con Bunde

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO. 104
"An Act adjusting certain fees for treatment or services under
the Al aska Wrkers' Conpensation Act to reflect changes in the
Consumer Price Index; and providing for an effective date."

MOVED HB 104 OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BILL NO. 79
“An Act waiving paynent of premuns for major nedical insurance
under the defined benefit retirement plan for public enpl oyees
for disabled peace officers who have at |east 20 years of
credited service as peace officers.”

MOVED CSSB 79( STA) OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BI LL NO. 80

"An Act extending the termnation date of the Board of

Veterinary Exam ners; and providing for an effective date."
MOVED SB 80 QUT OF COW TTEE

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 104

SHORT TI TLE: WORKERS COWP. MEDI CAL TREATMENT FEES
SPONSOR(s): LABOR & COMMERCE

01/ 30/ 09 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 30/ 09 (H L&C

02/ 09/ 09 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM BARNES 124

02/ 09/ 09 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

02/ 09/ 09 (H M NUTE( L&C)
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02/ 11/ 09 (H L&C RPT 4DP 2NR

02/ 11/ 09 (H DP: BUCH, COGCHI LL, NEUMVAN, OLSON
02/ 11/ 09 (H) NR: LYNN, CHENAULT

02/ 25/ 09 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

02/ 25/ 09 (H) VERSI ON:  HB 104

02/ 26/ 09 (S L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

02/ 26/ 09 (S <Pendi ng Referral >

02/ 27/ 09 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
02/ 27/ 09 (S) L&C

03/ 03/ 09 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: SB 79

SHORT TI TLE: MED BENEFI TS OF DI SABLED PEACE OFFI CERS
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) MOGUI RE

01/ 26/ 09 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS

01/ 26/ 09 (S) STA, L&C, FIN

02/ 12/ 09 (S) STA AT 9:00 AM BELTZ 211

02/ 12/ 09 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 12/ 09 (S) M NUTE( STA)

02/ 19/ 09 (S) STA AT 9:00 AM BELTZ 211

02/ 19/ 09 (S) Moved CSSB  79(STA) Qut of Committee

02/ 19/ 09 (S) M NUTE( STA)

02/ 20/ 09 (S) STA RPT CS 5DP  NEWTITLE

02/ 20/ 09 (S) DP: MENARD, FRENCH, MEYER  PASKVAN
KOOKESH

03/ 03/ 09 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: SB 80

SHORT TITLE: EXTENDI NG VETERI NARY BOARD
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) MEYER

01/ 26/ 09 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 26/ 09 (S) L&C, FIN
03/ 03/ 09 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

W TNESS REG STER

CONRAD JACKSON

Staff to Representative A son

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmented on SB 104 for the sponsor.

LI NDA HALL, Director

Di vi sion of Insurance
Departnment of Commerce, Conmunity & Econom c Devel opnment ( DCCED)
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 104.

TREVOR FULTON

Staff to Senator McCQuire

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commented on SB 79 for the sponsor.

MARK DRYGAS, President
Al aska Professional Firefighters Association
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 79.

SENATOR MEYER

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 80.

JENNI FER STRI CKLER, Licensing Chi ef

Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing
Depart ment of Commrerce, Conmunity & Econom c Devel opnent ( DCCED)
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 80.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 58: 48 PM

CHAI R JCE PASKVAN called the Senate Labor and Commerce Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:58 p.m Present at the call to

order were Senators Davis, Meyer and Paskvan.

HB 104- WORKERS COWP. MEDI CAL TREATMENT FEES

2:00: 30 PM
CHAI R PASKVAN announced HB 104 to be up for consideration.

CONRAD JACKSON, staff to Representative O son, sponsor of HB
104, explained that this bill has a zero fiscal note.

LI NDA HALL, Director, Division of Insurance, Departnent of
Commerce, Comunity & Econonmic Devel opnent (DCCED), said that

this is a tine-sensitive bill. On March 31 of this year the
medi cal fee schedule cap expires, which would nean there is a
potential for no limt on the nedical fee portions of the

wor kers’ conpensation benefits.

The first itemin their packets is a technical analysis of the
sunset done by the National Council on Conpensation. She
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referred themto the |ast page, which showed the inpact of this
expiration. The Council is the statistical agent that does the
filings of the workers conpensation |oss costs wth her
division. They have estimated a mnimm inmpact of plus 5.2
percent. That is already in the filing that she has approved
effective January 1. She is hoping if they can pass this bill
and put this cap back, there can be some reduction in workers'
conpensation prem um

M5. HALL said nost of the rest of their packets are illustrative
of the fact that Al aska for the last three years has been nunber
one in the country in workers' conpensation premuns. These
premuns are a burden on enployers; they are dropping health
i nsurance and not doing wage increases. There are conparisons on
how Al aska is higher than the national average in the percentage
of benefits in the workers' conpensation system that go to
medi cal cost. This bill is not a permanent solution; it is a
patch. It would cap the fee schedule with the consumer price
index (CPl), also in their packet.

CHAI R PASKVAN cl osed public testinony.

SENATOR MEYER thanked Ms. Hall for her work and said he is
confortable with the bill.

2:06: 01 PM

SENATOR MEYER noved to report HB 104 from comrittee wth
i ndi vi dual recommendations and attached fiscal note. There were
no objections and it was so ordered.

CHAI R PASKVAN announced an at ease at approximately 2:06.

SB  79- MED BENEFI TS OF DI SABLED PEACE OFFI CERS

2:07:51 PM

CHAIR PASKVAN called the neeting back to order at 2:07 and
announced SB 79 to be up for consideration. CSSB 79(STA) version
S was before the comm ttee.

TREVOR FULTON, staff to Senator MQ@iire, sponsor of SB 79,
explained that it addresses an odd situation in statute where a
public safety enployee who is disabled in their 20-25 years of
service does not receive major nedical coverage. |If they are
di sabl ed between their 1-19'" year, they do receive that coverage
and if they are disabled after that 25'" year, they also receive
that coverage. So, they have been calling it a “PERS gap.”
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Public peace officers shouldn't have to deal with this because
of the service they give back to the state.

2:09:46 PM

He said the Alaska Professional Firefighters Association and the
Public Safety Enpl oyees Associ ation have sent letters of support
for SB 79 and they are expecting one from the Correctional
O ficers Association

The State Affairs Committee nmade one change nmaking the
provisions retroactive to make sure they included those who may
have slipped through that gap already.

SENATOR MEYER asked if village safety officers (VPSO are

covered under the bill and if it had a definition of police
officer.
MR. FULTON answered that VPSOs are not covered in the bill; line

15 on page 2 references 20 years of credited service as a peace
of ficer under AS 39.35.360 and . 370.

CHAIR PASKVAN noted that the definition is found in AS
39. 35. 680( 30); t hat i ncludes peace officers, correctional
officers, firefighters, as well as others, but not VPSCs.

MARK  DRYGAS, Pr esi dent Al aska  Prof essi onal Firefighters
Associ ation, supported SB 79 and offered to answer questi ons.

CHAI R PASKVAN cl osed public testinony.

SENATOR DAVI S said she had heard the bill before and supported
moving it from commttee. She noved to report CSSB 79(STA) from
commttee with individual recomendations and attached fiscal
note(s). There being no objection, the notion carried.

At ease at 2:16 p.m

SB  80- EXTENDI NG VETERI NARY BQOARD

2:16:55 PM
CHAI R PASKVAN announced SB 80 to be up for consideration.

SENATOR MEYER, sponsor of SB 80, said this bill extends the
sunset for the Board of Veterinary Examners (BVE) to June 30
2017. The board is responsible for controlling and regulating
the practice of veterinary nedicine in Alaska, which is very
inmportant to this state. They make sure that over 290 licensed
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veterinarians and over 100 veterinarian technicians in the state
are conpetent, capable and maintain the high integrity of the
pr of essi on.

The Division of Legislative Audit recomends extending the BVE
termnation date to June 30, 2017

2:19:10 PM

JENNI FER STRI CKLER, Licensing Chief, D vision of Corporations,
Busi ness and Professional Licensing, Departnent of Comerce,
Community & Econom c Devel opnment (DCCED), said hers is the
centralized licensing agency responsible for providing support
to the BVE. She concurred with the Dvision of Legislative
Audit's report. This board has been very responsive to its
licensees, its applicants and to the division' s concerns.

CHAI R PASKVAN cl osed public testinony.

2:20: 38 PM

SENATOR DAVIS noved to report SB 80 from commttee wth
i ndi vi dual recommendations. There being no objection, the notion
carried.

2:21:18 PM

There being no further business to cone before the conmttee
Chair Paskvan adjourned the neeting at 2:21 p.m
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