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CHAIR HOLLIS FRENCH <called the Senate Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:52 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Elton, MGQuire, Welechowski and French.
Senator Therriault arrived soon thereafter.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS

1:52:55 PM

CHAI R FRENCH announced the commttee would hear from Hernman
Wal ker, Jr. and Dennis “Skip” Cook who are nonminees to the
Select Committee on Legislative Ethics. He asked M. Wl ker to
tell the commttee about hinself and why he wants to serve.

HERVAN G WALKER, Jr., Nomnee to the Select Commttee on
Legislative Ethics, said this will be his third term and the
primary reason he would |like to serve another termis that this
is an end of an era. A lot of rule changes have occurred in the
ethics code and he feels that continuity and historica
know edge will be particularly inportant during the next three
years.

CHAI R FRENCH said he couldn’'t agree nore and he appreciates that

he is willing to continue to serve. He noted that he too has
served on the ethics commttee and knows that it is not an easy
job. The state is lucky to have you, he said. “If | renmenber

correctly it doesn’'t pay you a nickel for doing that does it?”
MR. WALKER said, “No and I'mlosing noney as | sit here now.”

1: 55: 13 PM
SENATOR ELTON t hanked him for his service and asked how he has
dealt with the client issue.

MR. W.AKER replied it hasn't been a problem He had been asked
to represent individuals associated with Veco Corporation when
that issue canme down but he declined. “Qther than that, | have
not really had any issues,” he said.

SENATOR MCGUI RE thanked him for his service and asked what
thoughts or direction the ethics comittee mght give wth
respect to constituent advocacy—the practice of Ilegislators
advocating for their constituents and not knowing were the line
really is.

MR. WALKER replied it’s a difficult question but the two issues

are to look at the statute and define the term “benefit” as it
relates to constituent services and then to determ ne how that
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relates to a legislator using their office for the private
benefit of another.

CHAI R FRENCH found no further questions and solicited a notion.

SENATOR MCGQUI RE noved to forward the name Herman G Wal ker, Jr.
to the full body for confirmation to the Select Committee on
Legi sl ati ve Ethics.

CHAIR FRENCH found no objection and announced that the nane
Herman G Wl ker, Jr. would be forwarded to the full body. Doing
so does not reflect intent by any of the nenbers to vote for or
agai nst the individual in any further sessions.

CHAI R FRENCH wel conmed M. Cook to the commttee and asked if he
or M. Wl ker had served | onger.

DENNI S “SKIP" COCK, Nominee to the Select Comittee on
Legi slative Ethics, introduced hinself and said he has served
| onger.

CHAI R FRENCH thanked him for his |lengthy service and asked him
to tell the conmittee how |long he has served, sonething about
hi s background and why he is seeking reconfirmation.

2: 00: 39 PM
SENATOR THERRI AULT j oi ned the conmtt ee.

MR. COOK said he's been on the commttee since 1998, which has
given him a chance to look at the ethics statutes as they
existed initially and how they have evolved over the years. Sone
of the changes are due to the fact that the conmttee found
areas that needed to be Dbetter defined or that needed
exceptions. He conceded that “There is still sone of that
difficulty with the act as you just discussed a few nonents
ago.” Over the years he has gained insight into the working of
the Legislature and has enjoyed his association with the public
menbers and legislators on the committee. He believes that
continuity is inportant and the way the committee is structured
there is a fair amount of turn over. He's been encouraged to
stay on by the admnistration and sone commttee nenbers who
feel it would be useful. “I enjoy the work and would like to
continue serving,” he said.

2:02:26 PM
CHAIR FRENCH said he believes it’'s extrenely inportant to have
continuity. The public depends on legislators to ©police
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t hensel ves and the ethics conmttee is a crucial part of that. |
thank you, he said. He found no further questions and commented
that the |lack of questions indicates enornous trust and respect.

SENATOR W ELECHOABKI noved to forward the name Dennis *“Skip”
Cook to the full body for confirmation to the Select Commttee
on Legislative Ethics.

CHAI R FRENCH found no objection and announced that that the nane
Dennis “Skip” Cook will be forwarded to the full body. Doing so
does not reflect intent by any of the nenbers to vote for or
agai nst the individual in any further sessions.

SENATOR THERRI AULT disclosed that M. Cook is in a business
partnership with his wfe.

2:04:07 PM
CHAI R FRENCH adj ourned the Senate Judiciary Standing Comm ttee.
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