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SENATE BILL NO. 70

"An Act relating to naturopaths and to the practice of
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aut hori zing nedi cal assistance program coverage of naturopathic
services; and providing for an effective date."
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Juneau, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 70.

KRI STIN L. COX, ND

Rai nf or est Nat ur opat hi ¢ Medi ci ne
Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 70.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:36: 59 PM

CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS called the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 1:36 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators Paskvan, Ellis and Davi s.

SB  70- NATUROPATHS

1:37:22 PM

CHAI R DAVI S announced consi deration of SB 70.

1:37: 58 PM

TOM OBERMEYER, aid to Senator Davis provided a brief overview of
SB 70, “relating to naturopaths and to the practice of

nat ur opat hy; establishing an Al aska Naturopathic Medical Board
aut hori zing nedical assistance program coverage of naturopathic

services; and providing for an effective date.” This bil
provides for a new naturopathic board with nenbers designated in
the bill; it is independent of the state nmedical board but does

come under the auspices of the state departnent of |icensing. SB
70 expands the practice of naturopathy into mnor surgery and
prescriptive rights. Details of the changes proposed can be
found on page 4 of the bill.

The state medical association opposes the bill. The naturopaths
who have testified in favor of it believe that their training is
adequate to provide additional care in this state, particularly
in the underserved areas, to assist in alleviating the great
shortage of primary care physicians.

This issue is not new, this is the second or third |egislature
that has brought this bill before the commttee. Naturopathic
practice is licensed in at |east 15 states and about 9 of those
have sone level of prescriptive rights. Every state’ s |icensing
is a little different, which has made it difficult to identify
any consistency in the training and the practice but it 1is
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clearly a conplenmentary alternative nedical practice that is
i ncreasi ng throughout the country

1:41:28 PM

CHAIR DAVIS asked if the conmttee has any questions or
concerns. She said she will open the floor to public testinony
and that it is her desire to nove the bill out of conmttee
t oday.

1:42: 10 PM

EMLY KANE ND, Vice President, Al aska  Association of
Nat uropat hi ¢ Physicians, Juneau, AK, said that Dr. Li se

Al schul er, President, Anmerican Association of Naturopathic
Physi ci ans, was scheduled to testify via teleconference at 2:30
p.m but if the bill is noving out of commttee today, she wll

hol d her testinony for the next commttee of referral.

CHAIR DAVI S asked Kristin Cox, ND if she wished to testify and
if her testinony would add anything new to what has al ready been
pr esent ed.

KRI STIN L. COX ND, Rainforest Naturopathic Medicine, Juneau, AK,
said no, that her testinony sinply reinforces what has been said
before in support of SB 70.

DR. KANE said she would be happy to take questions from the
conmittee.

CHAIR DAVI S asked the will of the conmttee with regard to this
bill.

SENATOR ELLIS commented that he has “lived through this bill”
three or four times over the years and he is ready to support a
notion to nove the bill

1:43:52 PM

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to report SB 70 from conmttee wth
i ndi vi dual recomrendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
bei ng no objection, the notion carried.

1:45:13 PM
SENATOR THOMAS j oi ned t he neeting.

CHAIR DAVIS thanked the conmttee nenbers for being present

today and said that she will call Dr. Al schuler to advise her
that the bill has been noved to the Labor and Commerce
Commi ttee.
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1:45: 50 PM
There being no further business to conme before the commttee,
Senat or Davis adjourned the neeting at 1:45 p. m
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