SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
April 17, 2010
2:45 p.m

2:45:18 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Stednan called the Senate Finance Committee
nmeeting to order at 2:45 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co- Chair
Senat or Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice-Chair
Senator Johnny Ellis

Senat or Denni s Egan

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Joe Thomas

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Tim Lankin, Staff, Senator Gary Stevens

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

None
SUMVARY
SB 224 POSTSECONDARY SCHOLARSHI PS

CSSB 224 (FIN) was REPORTED out of Conmittee with
a "do pass" recommendation and with a new

fiscal note by the Senate Finance Conmittee for

t he Departnent of Education and Early

Devel opnent .

#sb224
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 224(FIN)
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"An Act relating to the Al askAdvantage education grant
program relating to professional student exchange
program availability; establishing the Al aska nerit
scholarship program and relating to the program
relating to student records; maki ng  conform ng
amendnents; establishing a Joint Legislative H gher
Education Scholarship Task Force; establishing an
advisory task force on higher education and career
readiness in the legislative branch of governnment; and
providing for an effective date."

(recordi ng begins at 2:46:51)

Co-Chair Hoffman MOVED to ADOPT the new CS for SB 224,
| abel ed 26-GS2271\0O, M schel, 4/17/10. There being NO
OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

TIM LAMKIN, STAFF, SENATOR GARY STEVENS, explained the
| egislation. He explained that section 1 contains a new
section to set out district determnation for scholarship
eligibility. Section 2 was anended to read that the
conmi ssion may adopt regulations under the Admnistrative
Procedure Act. Section 3 establishes that no less than $3
mllion dol | ars shal | be spent annual |y on t he
Al askAdvant age educati on grant program

M. Lankin explained that Section 4 increases the m ninum
needs based award and the cap. Section 5 is a conformng
anendnent that increases the overall cap over the lifetine
of the grant. Section 6 is the core of the program and sets
out requirenents. Award tiers have been elimnated. Section
7 includes |anguage from another piece of legislation that
i ncludes Al aska's participation in WCHE.

M. Lankin reported that Section 8 1is a conformng
amendnent that requires private post secondary institutions
to maintain records for students who want to participate in
t he program

2:49: 35 PM

M. Lankin related that Sections 9 and 10 deal wth
transition |anguage. Section 11 creates a task force to
focus on the funding conponent. Section 12 creates a second
task force which would focus on reformof the K-12 system
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Section 13 sunsets the higher education task force.
Sections 14 and 15 are effective dates.

Senator Ellis asked if the scholarship task force could
explore nore than the funding nmechanism M. Lankin noted
that the |anguage was broad. He referred to Page 9, Ilines
14 - 20, where the task force would recommend i nprovenents
or additions to the laws pertaining to student preparedness
for, and conpl etion, of secondary study.

Co-Chair Stedman noted that there would be a forthcom ng
SFIN fiscal note for $3 mllion.

Co-Chair Hoffman MOVED to report CSSB 224 (FIN out of
Comm ttee W th i ndi vi dual recomendat i ons and t he
forthcomng fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.

AT- EASE 2:53:14 PM
RECONVENED 7:32:44 PM
#

ADJ OURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 7:32 PM
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