SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
March 22, 2010
1:35 p.m

1: 35: 00 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Stednan called the Senate Finance Committee
nmeeting to order at 1:35 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co- Chair
Senat or Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice-Chair
Senator Johnny Ellis

Senat or Denni s Egan

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Joe Thomas

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Tim Beni nt endi, St af f, Senat or a son; Pat Davi dson,
Legislative Budget & Audit; Josh Applebee, Staff, Kevin
Meyer.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Dirk White, Menber, Board of Pharnacy.
SUMVARY
SB 247 EXTENDI NG BOARD OF PHARMACY

SB 247 was HEARD and HELD in Committee for
further consideration.

SB 248 EXTEND BD OF MARI TAL & FAM LY THERAPY
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SB 248 was HEARD and HELD in Conmmttee for
further consideration.

SB 262 EXTEND BOARD OF SOCI AL WORK EXAM NERS

SB 262 was HEARD and HELD in Conmittee for
further consideration.

SB 263 EXTEND BOARD OF PROFESSI ONAL COUNSELORS

SB 263 was HEARD and HELD in Conmittee for
further consideration.

1: 35: 09 PM

#sb247
SENATE BI LL NO. 247

"An Act extending the term nation date of the Board of
Phar macy; and providing for an effective date."

TIM  BEN NTENDI , STAFF, SENATOR  CLSON, reviewed the
| egislation. He noted that the Conmttee Substitute (CS)
for SB 247 would extend the board of pharnmacists until June
30, 2018, conforming to the recomrendation of Legislative
Budget & Audit. He explained that the original version of
the bill had an extension renewal date of 2015. The board
is conposed of seven nenbers. The fiscal note accomobdates
travel for nmenbers and two staff for a mninmum of three
neetings a year. The audit recommends the board approve
col | aborative protocols in accordance with the regul ati ons.
The audit relayed that board support from the departnent
could be nore substantial. The final recomendation was
that the governor mnmakes nore tinely appointnments with the
boar d.

Co-Chair Stedman pointed out one fiscal note showng the
cost of $130 thousand for the continuation of the board.

1: 38: 30 PM

DI RK WH TE, MEMBER, BOARD OF PHARMACY (via teleconference),
di scussed the board's mssions. He testified in support of
the legislation. He noted that policies have changed to
address the audit.
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PAT DAVIDSON, LEGQ SLATIVE BUDGET & AUDIT, testified in
support of the legislation. She nentioned the recomended
changes. She noted that the board of pharmacy received an
appropriation of $500 thousand.

1: 42: 10 PM

Senator O son asked how many |icenses have been revoked or
suspended. Ms. Davidson reported that during a four year
period the board addressed 29 |icensing actions, 36 cases
closed due to insufficient evidence, 28 licensees received
an advisenent letter or conpliance letter, and 19 cases
| eft open.

SB 247 was HEARD and HELD in Commttee for further
consi derati on.

#sb248
SENATE BI LL NO. 248

"An Act extending the term nation date of the Board of
Marital and Family Therapy; and providing for an
effective date.”

1: 43: 13 PM

Senator O son discussed SB 248, which extends the board of
marital and famly therapists until 2014. He noted that the
audi tors recomrend an extension of the board.

Ms. Davidson recommended a shorter extension date. The
concern is that the board had postponed a regulations
proj ect because  of ongoi ng financi al I ssues. Each
prof essi onal board nmust be financially self sufficient. The
fees nust cover the cost of the board, its travel, and the
regulation projects. One of the min advantages of a
prof essional board is that they develop the regul ati ons and
keep the licensing requirenents current wth professiona
practices. Reconmendat i ons i ncl ude sufficient
adm ni strative support, and tinely appointnments with the
of fice of the governor.

Co-Chair Stedman nentioned one fiscal note from the
Department of Conmmerce, Community and Econom c Devel opnent
showi ng the cost of continuing the board at $23 thousand in
recei pt supported services.
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SB 248 was HEARD and HELD in Commttee for further
consi derati on.

1: 46: 37 PM

#sb262
SENATE BI LL NO. 262

"An Act extending the term nation date of the Board of
Social Wrk Exam ners; and providing for an effective
date.”

1: 46: 43 PM

JOSH  APPLEBEE, STAFF, KEVIN  MEYER di scussed the
| egi sl ati on, which would extend the sunset for the board of
soci al work exami ners to June 30, 2018. The board of soci al
work examiners was established for the purpose of
controlling and regulating the practice of social work. A
licensed social worker applies established social work
principles and nethods to help individuals achieve nore
adequate and satisfying social adjustnents. It was the
opinion of |legislative budget and audit that social work
exam ners continue to regulate social workers. The board
serves the public interest by pronoting the conpetence and
integrity of those who provide services to the public as
i censed social workers.

Co-Chair Stednan noted a printing error on the schedul es of
revenues and expenditures for the board. He nentioned one
fiscal note from the Departnent of Commerce, Comunity and
Econom c Devel opnent .

Ms. Davidson stated that there was a printing error in the
provi ded docunent and on the website. She inforned that she
has no recomendations associated wth the financial
matters for the board. She pointed out that this was the
only board that did not have a recommendation for nore
timely appointrments with the office of the governor. She
menti oned the recomendation for inproved admnistrative
board support. She recommended that the board be extended
until June 30, 2018.

SB 262 was HEARD and HELD in Commttee for further
consi derati on.

#sb263
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SENATE BI LL NO. 263

"An Act extending the term nation date of the Board of
Pr of essi onal Counsel ors; and provi di ng for an
effective date.”

1: 50: 32 PM

M. Appl ebee presented SB 263, which extends the sunset for
the board of professional counselors to June 30, 2018. The
board of professional counselors was established under the
provi sions of Alaska statute and consists of five nenbers
appointed by the governor. The opinion of Legislative
Budget & Audit is that the board of professional counselors
continues to regulate professional counselors who are
serving the public interest by pronoting the conpetence and
integrity to those who provide service to the public as
I i censed professional counsel ors.

Co-Chair Stedman nentioned the fiscal note from Departnent
of Conmerce, Community and Econom c Devel opnment showi ng the
cost of the board at $50 thousand in receipt supported
servi ces.

Ms. Davidson noted that the recomendation is for board
ext ensi on to June 30, 2018. She nment i oned four
recommendations in the report. The recommendations include
more tinmely appointnents with the office of the governor,
increased administrative support, and two issues relating
to investigations that were not done in a tinely manner. A
final recomendation was made that any information com ng
to the attention of the licensing examner related to any

conplaint or investigation should be forwarded. The
recommendation was the result of a case of insufficient
communi cation between the |icensee, exani ner and the

di vision's investigators.

SB 263 was HEARD and HELD in Commttee for further
consi derati on.

1: 54: 00 PM

#
ADJ OURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 1:54 PM
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