SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
Cct ober 15, 2009
9:06 a. m

9:06: 51 AM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Stedman called the Senate Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 9:06 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co-Chair
Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Johnny Ellis

Senat or Denni s Egan

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Joe Thomas

MEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice-Chair
ALSO PRESENT

Senator Joe Paksvan; Representative Anna Faircl ough;
Representative Mke Kelly; Wndy Redman, Vice President,
University Relations, University of Al aska; Cynthia Henry,
Chair, Board of Regents, University of Al aska; Fran U ner,
Chancel lor, University of Alaska, Anchorage; John Pugh,
Chancel l or, University of Alaska, Southeast; Brian Rogers,
Chancel l or, University of Al aska, Fairbanks; Fuller Cowell,
Regent, University of Al aska, Anchorage; Steve Smith, Chief
| nformati on Technol ogy O ficer, University of Al aska; Denise
Wartes, Coordinator, Rural Al aska Honors Institute (RAHI),
University of Al aska, Fairbanks; Bernice Joseph, Vice
Pr esi dent, Rur al Communi ti es and Nati ve Educat i on,
Uni versity of Al aska, Fairbanks; Fred Villa, Associate Vice
President, Wrkforce Prograns, University of Alaska; Karen
Pur due, Associ ate  Vice Pr esi dent, Heal t h Pr ogr ans,
Uni versity of Alaska; Melissa HIl, Drector, K12 CQutreach,
Uni versity of Al aska

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

None
SUMVARY
AUNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA BUDGET OVERVI EW
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9: 06: 54 AM

Co- Chair Stedman conmented on |last year's state aid for the
unfunded liability of community and university retirenent
syst ens. He pointed out that when the state provided such

aid, it was in a better financial position than many
communities which were in danger of collapse. There is
still a lot of work to do on that issue.

9:10: 22 AM

VWENDY  REDIVAN, VI CE  PRESI DENT, UNI VERSI TY  RELATI ONS

UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA, added that the university would have
al so gone under if the state had not bailed out the Teacher
Retirement System (TRS), Public Enployee Retirenent System
(PERS), and health care.

Co-Chair Stedman stated that there needs to be discussion
about the unsustainability of the operating budget.
Prelim nary conversations with the adm nistration are needed
to work out a resolution. He wanted the regents to be aware
of the issue for when they work on their budget.

9:12: 35 AM

CYNTH A HENRY, CHAI R, BOARD OF REGENTS, UNI VERSI TY OF
ALASKA, introduced the topic of the community college
m ssion - vocational education, transfer of credits and
cooper ati on.

Ms. Redman noted she could be fairly neutral and open-m nded
in spite of previously being the vice chancellor for the
former comunity college division before it was nerged into
the university system She related that community coll eges
provi de open access education at the |ower division |evels,
one and two year non-credit certificates. Conmuni ty
colleges are controlled locally and respond to specific
programmng within their regions. 1In the Lower 48, they are
supported by taxes; in Alaska only a few communities use
taxes to support community coll eges. As a result of the
restructure in 1987, the separately accredited conmunity
canpuses were nmerged into one of three university centers.
She referred to a map to show where they becane aligned.
New units with a broader m ssion were forned.

Ms. Redman reported that the restructuring was a difficult
process in Anchorage because the community coll ege was tw ce
the size of the university and both were | ocated on the sane
property. The Board of Regents made an effort to maintain
the community college m ssion. She thought it had been
successful .

9:17:15 AM
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Ms. Redman discussed the pros and cons of the nerger. From
a student's perspective the nmerger has been positive. The
curriculumis the same at all MAUs. There are hardly any
transfer problens. The nerged faculty has neant consi stency
in the curricul um

9:19:31 AM

Ms. Redman pointed out that each of the comunity canpuses
is able to deliver a nore conprehensive program There were
cost savings by elimnating the |large admnistration.
Tuition is still an issue.

Ms. Redman explained that there is a nuch greater focus on
student support. She spoke of +the community college
phi | osophy being adopted by the University of Al aska. She
encouraged legislators to refer student and parent concerns
back to the university. She enphasized that the university
deals with students rather than parents to problem sol ve.

9: 23: 32 AM

Ms. Redman remarked that the comunity colleges have a
formal partnership with all of the regional technica
schools in the state. They also have a relationship with
| abor unions and apprentice prograns. There has been an
attenpt to elimnate conpetition between the comunity
coll eges and the tech centers. President Ham|ton believes
in partnerships and the need for the university to focus
first on credit-bearing courses.

Ms. Redman enphasi zed that the comunity coll ege m ssion has
been positive.

9:26:18 AM

FRAN ULMER, CHANCELLOR, UNI VERSITY OF ALASKA, ANCHORAGE,
agreed that the university's relationship with the community
canpuses is very strong. She listed the conmmunities that
fund, and are partners wth, their comunity canpuses:
Kenai, Val dez, and WMat Su. She commented that an inportant
way the university neets the needs of the state is through
partnerships with comunity coll eges. The Comunity and
Technical College at the University of Alaska, Anchorage,
(UAA) is one of the largest colleges and is integrated
wi thin UAA Students can find their place in life as a
result of the openness throughout the system She spoke
hi ghly of various progranms such as Avi ation Technol ogy.

9:29:13 AM

Senator Egan asked how nunicipal and private sector
contributions are |everaged when developing progranms and
funding criteria. Chancellor U ner replied that it is
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different in different circunstances. She gave MatSu's EMI

program as an exanple of a single-funded program In Kena
and Val dez the noney translates to nore capacity to serve a
wide variety of needs. Private sector contributions

provi ded an opportunity to expand nursing prograns.

Senator Egan inquired if community needs from those that
contribute are a higher priority. Chancellor Uner said it
makes sonme things possible that otherwise would not be
possi ble. She deferred to Ms. Redman to further explain.

9:32: 23 AM

Ms. Redman commrented that the prograns requested and funded
by communities have received a higher priority because they
al ready were considered inportant by the regents. If an
i ndustry or enployer was willing to pay for a program that
was not a high priority or needed, it probably would not be
considered a priority for funding purposes. She expl ai ned
how education is highly subsidized by the state. Request s
are wei ghed against high demand | obs. So far, there has
been a perfect match between industries willing to pay and
priorities of the state.

9: 34: 03 AM

FULLER COWELL, REGENT, UN VERSITY OF ALASKA, ANCHORAGE
noted that even during these tough economc tinmes, the city
of Val dez increased contributions to its community coll ege.

JOHN PUGH, CHANCELLOR, UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA, SOUTHEAST, gave
several exanples of the university's responding to needs in
Sout heast Al aska. Wien the Alaska Marine H ghway System
noved to Ketchikan, UAS developed a marine operations
training program on the Ketchi kan canpus. Another exanple
was when Coeur Al aska opened up the Kensington Mne, a mne
training center was opened in Juneau. The university tries
to recogni ze workforce needs and devel op prograns.

9:37:16 AM

BRI AN ROGERS, CHANCELLOR, UNI VERSITY OF ALASKA, FAlI RBANKS,
spoke of partnerships with community canpuses throughout
UAF. He gave several exanples from None. He noted that
sel ected baccal aureate prograns have extended the comunity
college mssion in order to neet acute comunity needs. He
spoke of a <challenge in reaching non-degree seeking
students.

9:39: 52 AM

Co-Chair Stedman questioned the cost of old comunity
col | ege courses and wondered what the solution m ght be.
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Ms. Henry agreed that tuition increase was a concern. She
expl ained the two-tier tuition increase; 5 percent for |ower
di vision classes and 10 percent for upper division classes.
She noted the benefit to conmunity canpuses.

9:41:26 AM

M. Cowell pointed out the flip side of |ower division
cl asses being too expensive. Upper division classes, when
conpared to other colleges, are actually |ower. For that

reason, the Board of Regents proposed the two tier system
for tuition increases.

Ms. Redman related that there have been proposals from the
community colleges for seeking legislative support for an
addi ti onal subsi dy. Ms. Redman reported that wuniversity
enrol I ment continues to hold steady or increase, except for
the students taking only one or two cl asses.

9:42:49 AM

Chancel | or Pugh reported that the Ketchi kan canpus began to
try to undo the nerger and the whole transition was a
difficult process. Currently, the unification is working
and the comunity is benefitting. The key is to identify
and neet community needs and offer other classes as well.

Chancel | or Pugh descri bed the separate budgets allocated to
Sitka's and Ketchikan's schools, which gave them | ocal
control

9:45: 43 AM

Senator Ellis comented on the down side of tuition
i ncreases. He inquired what the Board of Regents'
phil osophy on tuition increases was. He questioned what the
| egislature could do to help prevent the next tuition
I ncrease. He pointed out that Al aska does not have needs-
based financial aid. He said that Governor Parnell is
interested in a nerit-based schol arship program He noted
that he and Representative Guttenberg have proposed a needs-
based approach.

9:47: 35 AM

Ms. Henry related that the board spends a lot of tine
di scussing this issue. The only needs-based tuition aid
cones through the Post Secondary Commi ssion in the form of
the Al aska Advantage Program and is for a stipend up to
$1000 per year. The board has not nmet to discuss the
governor's recent scholarship proposal, but has great
interest in it. Tuition increases require legislative
i nput . When tuition increases are less than 10 percent
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there is less concern by students. It is an on-going
di scussi on.

9:49: 48 AM

M. Cowell spoke of a current need for $7 mllion for those
who need financial assistance to pay for tuition. He said
he was happy to cal cul ate what the tuition increase funds.

Senator Ellis commented that at sone point students will not
be able to bear the increase. M. Cowell spoke of support
by students for tuition increases for expanded prograns. He
suggested that the l|legislature match the increase asked of
t he students.

9:52:19 AM

Senat or Thonmas asked how the tuition relates to the budget.
He wanted to know the percentage of tuition increases over
the last ten years and the average debt | oad.

Ms. Redman listed tuition increases of 10 percent in 2007, 7
percent in 2008, 5 percent in 2009, 5 percent in 2010, and a
split of 4 percent and 7 percent proposed for 2011. The
nost recent proposal is for a split increase of 5 percent
and 10 percent in 2012. Ms. Redman indicated that the
increases were in line with what was happening in colleges
t hroughout the country. She agreed that the increases
probably could not be sustained into the future.

Senat or Thomas asked about debt load. Cay Field, Associate
Vice President, Students, University of Al aska, reported
that for a baccalaureate degree the average debt load is
$22,000 and for an associate degree it is $16, 000.

9:55:12 AM

Chancel | or Rogers reported that the nost recent information
showed a 10-year tuition increase of 71 percent conpared to
the western states' average of 101 percent. He comrented on
several needs-based financial aid studies that show a strong
return on investnent to a state that nmakes needs-based
financial aid available, in terns of avoided cost in the
health care systemand in the crimnal justice system

9:56:18 AM AT EASE

10:10: 11 AM RECONVENED

Co-Chair Stedman referred to an earlier statement by Senator
Ellis regarding unsustainable tuition growh. He advi sed
that the committee address this in the future. He
guestioned how the university sees the state's role in the
sol uti on.
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Ms. Henry stated that the goal is to reduce dependence on
general fund support. The board benefits from these
financial conversations.

M. Cowell renmnded that the state used to fund at 60

percent of the university's budget. It has since dropped to
40 percent and then risen to 45 percent.

Co-Chair Stedman referred to handout 5 which depicts the
fundi ng pattern decline.

10: 13: 37 AM

Ms. Henry turned to the topic of workforce devel opnent -
prograns and fundi ng.

FRED VILLA, ASSOCIATE VICE PRESI DENT, WORKFORCE PROGRANMS
UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA, provided an overview of the direction
that workforce devel opnent is headed. He defined
"alignment" as effective use of resources to get students
trained and ready for work. He related that the university
has three roles in workforce devel opnent. One is outreach
to students that l|eads to career planning; another is
providing career and technical education and academc
progranms; the third area is to provide professiona
devel opment to the existing workforce.

M. Villa spoke of econom c challenges such as tourism and
nat ur al resource extracti on. He di scussed t he
i npl ementation of plans, including a five-year career and
techni cal education plan. The five-year plan gives the
university the opportunity to apply for funds through the
Department of Educati on. Another plan in place is the
Al aska Gasline Inducement Act (AGA) training plan. The
Al aska Education Plan addresses building world class
school s.

10: 20: 20 AM

M. Villa continued that the plans are designed to align the
university with other agencies and departnents. He cited an
exanple of the benefits of technical training for energy
] obs. The wuniversity does not need to do everything if
ot her avenues exist for students. He encouraged alternative
sources of education.

M. Villa described the university's involvenent and
cooperation with regional training centers and comunity
canpuses.

10: 24: 09 AM
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M. Villa related that the wuniversity's priorities in
wor kf orce devel opnent are vetted through a conmttee wth
representatives from each canpus. He nentioned career
clusters and career pathways, as well as courses associ ated
with the individual pathways. He provided an exanple from
UAA. He described how the university works with the tech
prep consortium The stinmulus grant also contributes to
| ever agi ng partnerships.

10: 28: 09 AM

Ms. Rednond noted that of the training taking place in the
state, the wuniversity is doing about 90 percent of the
wor kf or ce trai ning.

Co-Chair Stedman noved on to health prograns.

KAREN PURDUE, ASSOCI ATE VICE PRESIDENT, HEALTH PROGRAMS,
UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA, spoke of anticipated increases in the
demand for health care. She appreciated the legislature's
efforts to appropriate $4.9 mllion in general funds for
health care progranms in the last five years. During that
time the wuniversity has produced 4,634 health care
graduates. The university has ranped up efforts to graduate
students in health-related fields. Program funds are
tracked on a quarterly basis. The faculty has a trenendous
sense of responsibility to produce effective prograns.

Ms. Purdue highlighted new prograns: physician assistant,
and nursi ng.

10: 31: 51 AM

Ms. Purdue shared statistics about the nursing program and
provi ded regi onal data.

Senator O son asked if the RN programis for two or four
years.

Ms. Purdue responded that the associate programis for two
years, but there is also a four-year program She nenti oned
vari ous ot her progr ans: dent al hygi ene, r adi ol ogy,
par anmedi ¢, social work, public health, and dietitian. There
are several partnerships with universities outside of Al aska
due to the expense of sone prograns such as occupationa
t herapy, and speech, |anguage, and audi ol ogy. Many prograns
are expensive and it is better to not duplicate them
t herefore, distance delivery is key.

10: 35: 05 AM

Ms. Purdue noted the conponents of distance prograns and
partnerships. The health industry has provided $3.5 million
in hospital donations for the nursing program and $4.7
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mllion total over tinme. M. Purdue spoke of the difficulty
of depending on l[imted-tinme donations.

Ms. Purdue pointed out that the university has a partnership
with the Mental Health Trust. She listed difficulties with
t he program She noted a need for post-graduate prograns.
She stressed the need for financial aid, the need for nore
men in prograns, and the need to focus on rural sites.

Senator O son asked what percentage of students who begin
t he program graduate. M. Purdue responded that conpletion
rates are good because of the conpetitive nature of the
pr ogr ans.

10: 38: 25 AM

Chancel | or U mer added that even though UAA is the hone port
for the health programs, the mssion is statew de. She
stated that the Rural Al aska Native Program (RAN) just
graduated its 100th Al aska Native nurse. She described the
program as being targeted for success. The RAN programis
one of many innovative approaches to helping students
succeed in health care education at the university.

Chancel lor U ner spoke of the successful expansion of the
nursing program which succeeded in doubling the nunber of
nursing graduates. There are several limtations to further
expansi on, such as noney and physical realities. Expanding
the capacity is part of the mssion as it benefits the
econony of the state. She appreciated |egislative funding.

10:42: 14 AM

Co-Chair Hoffrman appreciated the nursing program and the
goals that were nmet, such as training locals to |essen
attrition rates. Local people holding nursing positions
allow for better health care. He nentioned famly nenbers
in the nursing program Such prograns provide incone to the
region, as well as a higher |evel of service.

Chancel | or Pugh commented on the success of the health care

education partnership throughout the state. Communi ti es
have benefitted greatly. He cited an exanple regarding the
radi ation technology program He appreciated the

col | aborati on between Ms. Purdue and the canpuses.

Ms. Purdue remnded the legislature of the needs of the
program and how t horoughly the requests have been exani ned.

10: 46: 14 AM

Co-Chair Stedman turned to energy prograns.
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Chancel l or Rogers discussed the past <challenge of the
university's energy research and devel opnent work where the
focus was on federal priorities due to federal nonies being
the primary funding source. Two years ago the president and
board requested that the focus change to community and state
priorities. The Al aska Center for Energy and Power (ACEP)
was then devel oped as a gateway to acconplishing that goal
Three areas were the focus: potential energy sources for the
future, community energy solutions, and power for the
future. He appreciated the one-tinme funding for ACEP and
for the Cooperative Extension Service.

Chancel l or Rogers reported that the biggest constraint
remains |lab and office space. He expected a great deal of
federal stimulus noney, as well as private opportunities for
direct funding to help alleviate that problem Al so, state
assistance will be needed.

10: 51: 32 AM

Co-Chair Hoffman asked for ideas on how to address high
costs for energy needs in Wstern Al aska. M. Rogers
t hought pieces of solutions had been identified and that
they varied by community. He thought heat energy was the
bi ggest problem and the proposal for propane distribution
m ght be a piece of the solution. He did not claimto have
the perfect solution.

Co-Chair Hof fman asked if consideration of nuclear energy is
on the table. M. Rogers replied that the university does
not have that experti se.

Co-Chair Stednman thanked Fairbanks for last night's
reception. He thanked the Fairbanks Chanber of Commerce
the Visitor's Bureau, Senator Thonmas, and Senator Paskvan
and their staff.

10: 54: 38 AM AT EASE

11: 07: 35 AM RECONVENED

Co-Chair Stedman listed the topics to be discussed.
Ms. Henry introduced the next speaker.

MELI SSA HI LL, DI RECTOR, K12 OUTREACH, UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA,
di scussed item e: Teacher Preparation, Continuing Education
and Pl acenent. She addressed alignnent of education
priorities with the state. She wused early childhood
education as an exanple of a well-supported priority. She
noted that UAA has spent significant funding and resources
into devel opi ng career pathways; UAF has used resources in
al l ocating and inpacting rural Al aska.

Senat e Finance Committee 10 10/ 15/09 9: 06 A M



Ms. Hill explained the legislature's mandated invitation to
present progress in teacher preparation. "Al aska's
Universities for Alaska's School s", SB 241, was presented to
the Joint Conmttee on Education |ast session and an updated
version will be presented again next session. She reported
t hat the "nunbers are up".

Chancel | or Pugh related that he chaired a teacher education
pl anning group with the three deans from the Schools of
Education, staff from teacher placenent, and from di stance
educati on. They | ooked at ways to nake an inpact in the
teacher workforce. Each year about half of all teachers are
inported fromareas outside the state, which is getting nore
difficult. He stressed that teachers trained in Al aska are
nore likely to stay. The focus is to expand the teacher
education program As a result, distance education has been
expanded so that all classes are now distance delivered.
Students throughout the state can take education prograns.
Rural districts are part of the outreach for the teacher
program

Chancel | or Pugh reported on some of the challenges in the
t eacher education program One challenge is attracting the
nunbers needed. Qutreach is an inportant conponent of
neeting the goal

11:14: 20 AM

M. Pugh informed that commttee that progress has been nade
and the nunbers are higher in the teacher preparation
program  Mre progress nust be nmade to |essen the need to
import teachers fromout of state.

Co-Chair Hof fman asked if Chancellor Pugh agreed with audit
report recommendat i ons regar di ng di st ance educati on.
Chancel l or Pugh replied that the university does agree with
the audit report and is working on inprovenents. He
stressed that inproving technology in rural Alaska is
necessary in order to inprove the delivery of teacher
educati on prograns.

11:16:10 AM
Co-Chair Hoffman requested that each chancellor address
di stance delivery incentives that are being considered.

Chancel l or Pugh replied that the first priority is to make
sure the program and the faculty are tailored for distance
delivery. That is the first expectation and the training of
faculty foll ows.

Chancel | or Rogers stated that the incentive at rural canpus
sites is that the tuition generated by distance courses
stays at the rural site. A new incentive at the UAF canpus
is to try to increase the nunmber of courses offered as
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di stance courses. There is also a new internal distribution
nodel that rewards each school for enrollnment growth in
di stance education courses. That solution addresses one of
the points raised in the audit - availability. A second
point was to make it easier for the students taking courses
frommultiple canpuses, which will take further work by the
st at ew de system

Chancellor U nmer agreed with the previous conments. She
di scussed the tuition revenue increases due to distance
progr ans. The distance delivery training for faculty

provided in the Center for Faculty Devel opnent has been very
successful .

11: 20: 08 AM

Ms. Hi Il added that nunbers for students enrolled in teacher
training prograns are up by 16 percent at UAA, 22 percent at
UAF, and 27 percent at UAS, over a four-year time period

She touched on efforts to recruit Alaska Native students.
She nentioned partnerships with school districts and coll ege
canpuses across the state.

11: 22: 40 AM

Co-Chair St ednan t ur ned to di st ance educati on and
i nformation technol ogy.

Ms. Henry introduced the next speaker.

STEVE SM TH, CHI EF | NFORVATI ON TECHNOLOGY OFFI CER
UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA, spoke of the progress nade in distant
education. He reported that the university is in agreenent
with the finding of the recent audit and is maki ng progress
on the four recommendations. Information technology is the
enabl er for distance education. A regular report is nade to
t he board.

11:25: 15 AM

M. Smth elaborated on the transformation from an
institutional orientation to a student orientation resulting
in an increase in distance education. One in three students
is taking distance education. The majority of courses are
taught by distance now. Performance neasures are still
"institutional” and are changing to incentive nodels.

11: 27: 15 AM

M. Smth felt an area of constraint is unequal technol ogy
access throughout the state. West and north of Fairbanks,
every community is served by satellite. The university is
working to solve that problem and provide access to those
comunities. He spoke of a research study - Cable on the
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Tundra - with GO, which is designed to lay fiber optic
cabl e across the tundra.

Co-Chair Stedman asked if the wuniversity has noted
i nprovenent in Southeast Alaska with fiber optics. M.
Smth reported on significant inprovenents provided by
digital mcrowave. All current tel ecomunications contracts
expire in March and will be re-bid as fiber optic access.

11: 30: 45 AM

Co-Chair Stedman turned to other wuniversity prograns of
i nterest.

Ms. Henry thanked the Senate Finance Conmittee for their

work with the university. She thanked Senator Thomas for
organizing the neeting in Fairbanks. She also thanked
Senator Ellis for his support for the university. She

t hanked Senator Eagan, Senator O son, M. Redman, and the
Chancel | ors.

Co- Chai r Stedman  t hanked Representati ves Kel l'y and
Fai r cl ough.

11:36: 11 AM

Ms. Henry turned attention to engineering.

11: 36: 29 AM

Chancel | or Rogers spoke of the engineering prograns offered
by UAA and UAF. The biggest growh has been in petrol eum
engi neeri ng. The wuniversity has done a better job of
retaining students, recruitnment, and retention. Recruitnent
is aimed at the junior high and high school [|evel through
progranms such as the Al aska Summrer Research Acadeny, Lathrop
Engi neeri ng Acadeny, Robotics Conpetition, and Engineering
Week. On canpus there are conpetitions in electrical snow
machi nes, bri dges, and rocket | aunchi ng. These
conpetitions are trying to address the statew de shortage of
engi neers.

11: 38: 36 AM

Chancellor U nmer provided two nunbers: the nunber of
engineering majors at UAA in 2000 was 223; in 2009 it was
651. She spoke of a goal to expand the program and increase

nunbers. The biggest problem is lack of engineering
cl assroons and |ab space. The industry is requesting nore
engi neers. She pointed out that UAA started a new BA in

science and engi neering, which becane accredited this year.
This is a huge year for accreditation at UAA She |isted
progranms whi ch have been re-accredited.
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11:41: 18 AM

Chancel l or U nmer enphasized that UAA is one of only four
pilot institutions in a new system for accrediting Northwest
school s, colleges, and universities. She highlighted the
advant ages of such a system

She thanked the Senate Finance Commttee for their work.

Ms. Henry turned to rural student services.

11:42: 42 AM

Chancel | or Rogers tal ked about rural student services. He
i ntroduced the speakers on the topic. He noted a handout on
the Rural Al aska Honors Institute.

11: 43: 20 AM

DENI SE WARTES, COCRDI NATOR, RURAL ALASKA HONORS | NSTI TUTE
(RAHI ), UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA, FAIRBANKS, referred to a
handout and brochure provided for the commttee. She
described the makeup of the brochure. She reviewed the
history of the RAH  program She highlighted four
par agraphs providing statistics fromthe program  Students
who took RAH were nore likely to receive a bachelor's
degr ee. She informed the conmittee about Project Smart in
New Hanpshire and the Barrow Arctic Science Consortium both
of which students attended. She reported on six students
who videotaped their stories, which will be shown to the
Al aska Federation of Natives, to the legislature, and to the
Al aska House in New York.

11:47: 07 AM

Ms. Wartese spoke of funding sources for RAH, including the
| egislature. She is |ooking to expand the program

BERNI CE JOSEPH, VI CE PRESI DENT, RURAL COVMUNI TI ES AND NATI VE
EDUCATI ON, UNI VERSI TY OF  ALASKA, FAI RBANKS, detail ed
hi ghlights of Tanana Valley Canpus, Kuskokw m Canpus, Tok
Canpus, Chukchi Canpus, and Bristol Bay Canpus. Econom c
i npact studies are taking place at each canpus. None shows
a $6 mllion inmpact with federal and state dollars in
enploynment. There is also a great deal of outreach taking
pl ace. The Northwest Canpus had forty students in the new
dorm at Unakleet for introductory classes in math and
science. That was also the focus on the Interior Al eutians
Canpus.

11:51:47 AM

Co-Chair Hoffman asked for a breakdown of federal funding
vs. state funding. WM. Joseph reported on a 60/40 breakdown
of federal and state funding. Co- Chair Hoffrman asked how
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that conpares to the three nmain canpuses. Ms. Joseph did
not know. Co-Chair Hoffman had great concern with the
dependence on federal dollars.

Co-Chair Stedman noted Senator Paskvan and thanked the
regents.

#
ADJ OURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 11:53 AM
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