SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE
April 6, 2009
9:03 a.m

9: 03: 08 AM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Stedman called the Senate Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 9:03 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co-Chair
Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice-Chair
Senator Johnny Ellis

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Joe Thomas

MEMBERS ABSENT

None
ALSO PRESENT

Deni se Doniello, Executive Director, Alaska Conm ssion on
Agi ng; Nancy DeCherney, Executive Director, Juneau Arts &
Humanities Council; Peggy Brown, Executive Director, Al aska
Network on Donestic Violence & Sexual; Joy Lyon, Chair,
Al aska Associ ation for Education of Young Children.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

M ke Huel sman, VSA Arts of Al aska, Anchorage; Kevin Gadsey,
SILK, Ketchi kan; Jam e Stacks, Superintendant, Pribil of
School District; Charlotte Fox, Executive Director, Al aska
State Council for the Arts; Nancy Nolan, Senior Policy
Director for Acting Myor WMitt Caman, Anchorage; Karla
Jutzi, Executive Director, Al aska Center for the Blind and
Visually [Inpaired, Andi Nat i ons, Executive Director,
Statewi de |Independent Living Council, Anchorage; Susan
Sul l'i van, Executive Di rector, Victins for Justi ce,
Anchorage; Jim Beck, Access Al aska & |ndependent Living,
Pal mer; Sarah Scanl an, Rural Al aska Community Action Program
(Rur AL CAP), Anchorage; Mtzi Barker, RurAL CAP, Chugi ak);
Roger Purcell, Mayor, Houston; Dane Crow ey, Superior Pellet
Fuel s, Wasilla; Melinda Mers, Senior Mnager, Best
Begi nni ngs Al aska, Anchorage; Judy Cordell, Abused Wnen' s
Ald in Cisis (AMWAIC), Anchorage; Luke Hopkins, Assenbly
Menber, Fairbanks North Star Borough; Cheryl Keepers, Early
Chi | dhood Comm ssion, Fairbanks; Candice Wnkler, Al aska
Child Care Resource and Referral Network; Johanna Darrough,

Senat e Finance Committee 1 04/06/09 9:03 A M



Director, Al aska Primary Care; Carol Comeau, Superintendant,
Anchorage School District; Karen Parr, Chairman, Senior
Project, Fairbanks; Sarah Finnell, Honeless Youth Advocate,
Fai r banks Counseling and Adoption, Fairbanks; Paul Sherry,
President, Al aska E-Health Network, Fairbanks; Tom Mrgan
Director, Community Schools of Al aska.

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

The followng overview was taken in log note fornmat.

Handouts wll be on file wth the House Finance Commttee
through the 26th Legislative Session, contact 465-6814.
After the 26th Legislative Session they wll be available

t hrough the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

#sb161
SENATE BILL NO 161

"An Act making suppl enental appropriations and capital
appropriations; amendi ng appropriations; and providing
for an effective date."

TI VE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
9:03:13 AM | Co-Chair Opened statew de public testinony.
St ednman

9:04:27 AM | M KE HUELSMAN, | Encouraged acceptance of all

ANCHORAGE jobs and $45 nillion worth of
He described the extent of the
petition wth over 100 si

for the arts.

f eder al

VSA ARTS OF | sti mul us f unds for t he arts. He
ALASKA, stressed that that there are over 1,168

econoni ¢

activity created by arts in Anchorage.

| oss of

funding for arts. He referenced a

gnat ur es

supporting acceptance of stinulus funds

STATE one-tinme projects benefiting
| NDEPENDENT with disabilities.

LI VI NG

COUNCI L,

KETCHI KAN

9:08:30 AM | KEVIN GADSEY, |Spoke in support for stinulus funds for

citizens

9:10:54 AM |JAM E STACKS, | Urged acceptance of federal

sti mul us

SUPERI NTENDENT | funding for education. She stressed the
PRI BI LOF | i nportance of using the funds for

SCHOCL students and to keep peopl e enpl oyed.
DI STRI CT

9:12:23 AM | CHARLOTTE FOX, | Encouraged acceptance of all federa
EXECUTI VE stimulus funds for the arts. She
DI RECTOR, detailed how funding would be used.
ALASKA STATE | Many arts organi zations have already
COUNCI L FOR | experi enced extensive funding cuts. She

Senat e Finance Committee 2 04/06/09 9:03 A M




THE ARTS enphasi zed the inportance of the bridge
f unds.
9:14:27 AM | NANCY NCLAN, | Urged acceptance of all stimulus funds,
SENFOR POLICY |especially for education. She pointed
DI RECTOR FOR|out that Anchorage has one of the
ACTI NG MAYOR | | argest school systens in the state.
MATT CLAMAN, | She asked for support for ener gy
ANCHORAGE devel opnent. She did not think the
buil ding code issues applied. She also
asked for support for COBRA,
unenpl oynent the arts, and public
safety.
9:17:41 AM | KARLA JUTZI, | Described the functions of the center.
EXECUTI VE She urged acceptance of funds for
DI RECTOR, people wth disabilities, especially
ALASKA  CENTER| f or t he Di vi si on of Vocat i onal
FOR THE BLIND|Rehabilitation and for the council on
AND VI SUALLY | i ndependent living. The mgjority of
| MPAI RED people wth visual disabilities are
unenpl oyed.
9:20: 02 AM | ANDI NATI ONS, | Asked the comittee to accept al
EXECUTI VE stimulus funds, especially funds for
DI RECTOR, i ndependent living and citizens wth
STATEW DE di sabilities. She descri bed t he
| NDEPENDENT services offered by the council of
LI VI NG i ndependent |iving, which often helps
COUNCI L, people live at home and keep their
ANCHORAGE | obs.
9:.22:16 AM | AT EASE
9:23:15 AM | RECONVENED
SUSAN Testified in support of accepting all
SULLI VAN, ARRA funds for public safety prograns,
EXECUTI VE especially those connected with violent
DI RECTOR, crines. She explained the increase in
VI CTI M5 FOR|crinme in tinmes of economc difficulty.
JUSTI CE, Severe decline in corporate support has
ANCHORAGE I mpai r ed t he ability of t he
organi zation to do its job.
9:25:44 AM |JI M BECK, | Urged accept ance of al | stimul us
ACCESS ALASKA | fundi ng, especial ly f unds for
& | NDEPENDENT | vocat i onal educat i on and for
LI VING PALMER |i ndependent living progr ans. The
comunity has worked nationally to get
the funding in the ARRA |egislation,
and they are ready to use it well. He
descri bed plans for the funds.
9:29:52 AM | SARAH SCANLAN, |Described the services of RurAL CAP
RURAL CAP, | She requested acceptance of the $3.9
ANCHORAGE mllion community services block funds.
She stressed that the use of the funds
wi || enhance energy efficiency.
9:31:59 AM | M TZI BARKER, | Di scussed the phenonenon and effects of
RURAL ALASKA |foreclosure in the state. She stressed
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COVNUNI TY
ACTI ON  PROGRAM
(RURAL  CAP),
CHUG AK

that RurAL CAP proposes to inform and
educate the public regar di ng t he
process |eading towards |osing a hone.
She encouraged acceptance of funds for
community service bl ock grant program

9:35:47 AM | ROGER PURCELL, | Supported acceptance of stinmulus funds
MAYOR, HOUSTON |for shovel-ready projects for the WMat-
Su, especially the public safety
buil di ng. He pointed out how dangerous
the highway near Houston is. He
described needs for road work near a
new housing project and need for a
public works buil di ng.
9:39:12 AM |DANE CROMAEY, | Asked for acceptance of funds related
SUPERI OR to renewabl e ener gy upgr ades. He
PELLET FUELS, | poi nted out t hat Power Cost
WASI LLA Equal i zation applies only to oil-fired
systens and does not apply to other
t echnol ogi es. He stressed that the
costs for energy in rural Alaska is a
critical issue.
9:41:12 AM | MELI NDA MYERS, |[Testified in support of funding for
SENI OR early childhood prograns, especially
MANAGER, BEST | for professional developnment for early
BEG NNI NGS care prograns. She supported $113
ALASKA, mllion for public schools and the
ANCHORAGE university, funding for special needs
children, the Title 1 grant funds, and
funds for workforce training.
9:43:33 AM |JUDY CORDELL, |Requested that federal stinulus funds
ABUSED WOMEN S | be accepted for the Council on Donestic
AID IN CRISIS|Violence and Sexual Assault and Public
(AVAI O) , Safety. She described difficulties in
ANCHORAGE shelters resulting fromfunding cuts.
9:45:32 AM |LUKE HOPKINS, | Requested acceptance of all stinmulus
ASSEMBLY funds, especially Departnent of Revenue
VEMBER, funds for weatherization and energy
FAI RBANKS conservati on, and block grants. He
NORTH STAR |described the inportance of energy
BOROUGH proj ects. He support ed accepting
education and social services funds.
9:48: 17 AM | CHERYL Supported acceptance of funds for early
KEEPERS, EARLY |care and education. She stated that
CHI LDHOOD access to child care makes it possible
COW SSI ON, for lower incone famlies to work while
FAI RBANKS their children are supported. Children
with good early care have a better
chance of succeeding in school.
9:51: 00 AM | DENI SE Supported acceptance of funds for ol der
DONI ELLG, Al askans for services, including neals
EXECUTI VE delivered at honme or served at senior
DI RECTOR, centers. She described experience wth
ALASKA food services for el der Al askans.
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COM SSION ON
AG NG

9:53: 50 AM | NANCY Encouraged acceptance of all federal

DECHERNEY, stimulus funds for the arts. She

EXECUTI VE reported that funding wll repl ace

DI RECTOR, funding lost for projects that are

JUNEAU ARTS & |already planned. She drew attention to

HUMANI TI ES the fact that individual donations are

COUNCI L up significantly, I ndi cating t he
I nportance the public places on the
arts. She listed projects that need the
f unds.

9:55:35 AM |Senator Ellis Asked if the council understood the
nature of one-tine stinulus funding.

Ms. DeCher ney Replied that all funding for the arts
is one-tine funding and that they
understood fully how to use the funds.

9:56:36 AM |Senator Ellis Stressed for the record that the one-
tinme nat ure of the funding was
understood and urged other testifiers
to clarify their understanding of the
sane.

9:56:52 AM | PEGGY BROMN, | Requested that federal stimulus funds

EXECUTI VE be accepted for the Council on Donestic

DI RECTOR, Vi ol ence and Sexual Assault and Public

ALASKA NETWORK | Saf ety. She pointed out the connection

ON DOVESTI C | between economic downturns and an

VI OLENCE &|increase in donestic violence. She

SEXUAL ASSAULT |stated that the network understood the
nature of the one-tine funding.

9:58:58 AM |JOY LYON, | Urged acceptance of federal stinulus

CHAI R, ALASKA | fundi ng for education, particularly for

ASSCCI ATI ON early chil dhood care and education. She

FOR EDUCATI ON|described grants that have increased

OF YOUNG | quality of early chil dhood prograns.

CHI LDREN

10: 02: 01 AM| CANDI CE Supported accepting stimulus funding of

W NKLER, early childhood education prograns,

ALASKA CHI LD | especially t he early chi | dhood

CARE RESOURCE | devel oprent bl ock grant funds. She

AND REFERRAL | stated that the network understood the

NETWORK one-time nature of the funding. She
hoped to enhance technical assistance
and training of teachers of young
peopl e wi th behavi oral probl ens.

10: 04: 58 AM| AT EASE

10: 05: 14 AM | RECONVENED

10: 05: 17 AM| JOHANNA Testified in support of accepting

DARROUGH, stimulus funds for electronic health

DI RECTOR, records program She described the

ALASKA PRI MARY |[increase in healthcare quality that

CARE

would result fromthe program
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10: 07: 10 AM| CAROL COMEAU, |Urged acceptance of all stinmulus noney,
SUPERI NTENDENT |especially for K-12 educati on. She
, ANCHORAGCE | enphasi zed her clear wunderstanding of
SCHOCL the one-time nature of the stinulus
DI STRI CT fundi ng. She explained the funds would
be used for training and to redirect
Title I funds. The school district is
conpletely willing to be accountable
for the use of the funds.
10: 08: 54 AM | KAREN PARR, | Urged acceptance of stinulus funds for
CHAI RVAN, housing and services for seniors. She
SENI OR understood the one-tine nature of the
PRQJECT, funds. She suggested appointing a
FAlI RBANKS wat chdog to makes sure stinulus funds
are expended as intended by the
| egi sl ature.
10:11: 08 AM| SARAH FI NNELL, | Asked for stinmulus funding of any sort
HOMELESS YOUTH|that would help honeless youth. She
ADVOCATE, described the struggles and needs of
FAI RBANKS yout h.
COUNSELI NG AND
ADOPTI ON
FAI RBANKS
10: 12: 24 AM| PAUL SHERRY, | Ur ged accept ance of funds for
PRESI DENT, conpetitive grant funding for high-tech
ALASKA E- | health i nformation exchange and
HEALTH el ectronic health records. He asked for
NETWORK, clarification of the intent of Title 13
FAI RBANKS hi gh-tech funds. He referred to SB 133.
10:16: 21 AM| TOM MORGAN, | Urged acceptance of federal stinulus
DI RECTCOR, funding for education. He discussed
COMMUNI TY results from ot her fundi ng for
SCHOCLS OF|[libraries and reading. He stated that
ALASKA non- profit agenci es understand the
nature of one-tinme funding as a bridge
during a difficult economc tine.
10:19: 14 AM| Co- Chai r Cl osed public testinony.
St edman
SB 161 was HEARD and HELD in Committee
for further consideration.
10:19:35 AM | # The neeting was adjourned at 10:19 AM
ADJ QURNVENT
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