SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 19, 2009
5:10 p. m

5:10: 24 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Stedman called the Senate Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 5:10 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co-Chair
Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice-Chair
Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Joe Thomas

MEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Johnny Ellis

ALSO PRESENT

David Levy, Executive Director, Alaska Mbility Coalition;
Theresa Holt, Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Speci al
Education; Chris Hadick, Gty Mnager, Cty of Unalaska;
Shirely Marquardt, Gty of Unal aska

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Bill Sheffield, Former Governor; Gail Phillips, President,
Board of Directors Al aska Aviation Miseum Lynne Wods, Mat-
Su Borough; Benjamin MIls, Self; Jeff Tucker, Fire Chief
North Star Borough Fire Department, North Pole; Sue Ellen
O Connor, Self, Mt-Su; Oin Seybert, Founder of Peninsula
Airways; Patrick Duke, Chairman, Blood Bank of Al aska;
Terrance Van Ettinger, Self, Al aska Center for the Blind and
Visually Inpaired; Mchelle Wston, Board of D rectors,
Al aska Bl ood Bank; G ndy Schumaker, Morris Thonpson Cul tural
and Visitors Center; Ron Dixon, Chair Tanana Valley Canpus
Advi sory Council, Fairbanks; Jerry Wal ker, Advisory Counci l
Menber, Tanana Valley Canpus, Fairbanks; Paul Reichardt,
Sel f, Fairbanks; Mary Greene, Board of Directors, Retirenent
Community of Fairbanks, Fairbanks; Karen Parr, Chairmn,
Board of Directors, Retirenent Conmmunity of Fairbanks;
Richard UnderKofler, Gty of Petersburg; Judy Cordell,
AWAI C, Anchorage; Steve Hagedorn, Rebounders Booster C ub,
Anchorage; Steve Nerland, Volunteer UAA, UAA Cite Council,
Anchor age; Bobbi Ranbos d son, Self/UAA Anchorage; David
Young, Self/UAA, Anchorage; Jim dson, self, Anchorage;
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Charl es Leet,
Kat hy Morgan,
Al askans with Disabilities,

Self, Palner; Bill Klebesadel, Self, Mat-Su;
Tok Area Unmbrella Corp., Tok; John Cannon,
Mat - Su.

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

#sb75

SENATE BILL NO. 75

The follow ng
Handouts w ||
t hrough the
After

"“An Act
capita

maki ng and anendi ng appropriations,
appropri ations,
and appropriations to capitalize funds;
for an effective date."

overvi ew was

i ncl udi ng
appropri ations,
and providing

suppl enent a

taken in note fornat.

| og

be on file with the House Finance Conmmittee

26th Legislative
the 26th Legislative Session they wl

contact 465-6814.
be avail abl e

Sessi on,

t hrough the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

CI TY MANAGER
CGTY OF
UNALASKA,

TI VE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
5:11:12 PM | DAVI D LEVY, Spoke in support for the governor’s
EXECUTI VE budget proposal of $800, 000 in Ceneral
DI RECTOR, Funds and $300, 000 in Mental Health
ALASKA Trust Funds for coordinated community
MOBI LI TY transportation projects. He is a nenber
CQOALI TI ON, of the governor’s taskforce on the
i ssue.
5:13:52 PM | Senator O son Queri ed the breakdown of the funding
request.
5:13:59 PM [ M. Levy Repl i ed $800, 000 i n General Funds and
$300, 000 in Mental Health Trust Funds.
5:14: 08 PM | THERESA HOLT, Spoke in support for the governor’s
GOVERNOR' S budget proposal of $800,000 in Cenera
COUNCI L ON Funds and $300, 000 in Mental Health
DI SABI LI TI ES Trust Funds for coordinated conmunity
AND SPECI AL transportation projects. She
EDUCATI ON, specifically cited disabled and | ow
i ncome Al askans. She shared that
transportation can be a major barrier
in the independence of disabled
Al askans.
5:16:44 PM |CHRI' S HLADI CK, | Spoke in support of the city s Power

House Project and made a request for

t he purchase of a new 4.4 nega watt

di esel generator. His request is for $5
mllion dollars. H's second project
fundi ng request was for the Ballyhoo
Road Project, which had its fundi ng
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cut. He al so spoke in support of a
bri dge project.

5:17:41 PM | SHI RELY Spoke support of the city’s request for
MARQUARDT, I nfrastructure fundi ng. Co-Chair
CITY OF St edman wondered if the Ballyhoo
UNALASKA, project was already on the STIP.
5:20: 07 PM | M. H adick Clarified that he was speaking of the
Bal | yhoo road, which was not on the
STIP
5:21:50 PM |BILL Spoke in support of the Port of
SHEFFI ELD, Anchorage’ s project request to renodel
FORMER and add to the port. The project would
GOVERNOR be funded: 50 percent federal, 25
percent state, and 25 percent nuni ci pal
revenue. He stressed that the project
needs $20 million for six years.
5:25:26 PM | Co-Chair Replied that the commttee would do
St edman what it could to help.
5:25:55 PM |GAIL PHI LLIPS, |Spoke in support for the request for
PRESI DENT, funds for the Al askan Avi ati on Museum
BOARD OF The funds woul d be used for energy and
DI RECTORS safety i nprovenents.
ALASKA
AVI ATI ON
MUSEUM
5:26:57 PM | LYNNE WOCDS, Spoke in support for the match of state
MAT- SU BOROUGH | funds for road bonds. She felt the
funding would help to alleviate
congestion and inprove road safety. The
request is for $35 mllion.
5:28:31 PM | Co-Chair Shared that discussion to nove the
St edman projects forward are ongoi ng. He
wondered if the community had issued
t he bonds al ready.
5:29:11 PM | Ms. Wbods Replied that the bonds will be issued
when the state nmatch i s secured.
Prelimnary work has been done in
anticipation of a state match. She
t hanked Senat or Huggins for his support
in the matter.
5:29:56 PM | BENJAM N Spoke in support of repairing bridges
M LLS, SELF on the new and old G enn H ghways. He
expressed concern with the condition of
bridges in his area and the possibility
of flooding in his village. He spoke of
a letter he sent to Senator Huggi ns
addressing the matter.
5:31:58 PM | Senat or Assured M. MIls that there is a town
Huggi ns hal | neeting scheduled in the

Anchor age/ Chugi ak area to di scuss the
matter. He said he would provide any
necessary information M. MIls may
need concerning the neeting.
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5:33: 25 PM | JEFF TUCKER, Spoke in support for capital funding to
FI RE CH EF replace a 30 year old fire engine for
NORTH STAR the North Star Fire Departnent.
BOROUGH FI RE
DEPARTMENT,
NORTH POLE
5:34:24 PM | SUE ELLEN Expressed support for the governor’s
O CONNCR, request for coordinated conmunity
SELF, MAT-SU transportation funds of $300, 000 Ment al
Heal t h Trust Funds and $800, 000 Gener al
Funds. She is a blind woman who uses
public transportation to get to work.
5:35: 03 PM | ORI N SEYBERT, Spoke in support of capital funds for
FOUNDER OF I nprovenents in the Al aska Avi ation
PENI NSULA Museum He stated that the noney is
Al RWAYS needed to inprove the energy efficiency
of the museum buil ding. He stated that
museum at t endance is up to 20, 000
peopl e per year. He felt that the
museum contri butes greatly to the state
and needs to be preserved.
5:39:44 PM | PATRI CK DUKE, Spoke in support for the capital
CHAI RVAN, canpaign to build a new bl ood bank
BLOOD BANK OF buil ding. He stated that the board has
ALASKA conmitted $300, 000 of its own funding
toward the building. He shared that the
bank serves the entire nedical
comunity of the state. He shared that
col l ected bl ood nust be sent to
Washi ngton State for testing before it
can be used here in Al aska. This slows
the ability to provide blood in a
timely manner. An in-state testing
facility is necessary.
5:43: 06 PM | TERRANCE VAN Expressed support for the governor’s
ETTI NGER, request for coordinated conmunity
SELF, ALASKA transportation funds of $300, 000 from
CENTER FOR THE |the Mental Health Trust and $800, 000 in
BLI ND AND general funds. He stated that he relied
VI SUALLY on Peopl e Mover and public
| MPAI RED transportation to get to work. He
stressed that the need for solid public
transportation i s necessary.
5:45:19 PM | M CHELLE Urged support for blood bank facility
VESTON, BQOARD expansi on. She expressed the need for
OF DI RECTORS, blood to be readily avail able in-state.
ALASKA BLOOD She plans to personally raise $5,000
BANK for the project.
5:47:25 PM | Cl NDY Urged support for $1 mllion in funding
SCHUVAKER, fromthe General Fund or Crew Ship
MORRI S | npact Funds for the conpletion of
THOMPSON exhibits within the facility. The plan

CULTURAL AND

had been to fund the exhibits with

Senat e Finance Committee

4 03/19/09 5:10 P.M




VI SI TORS private funds but econom c tines have
CENTER proven to make that inpossible.
5:49:54 PM | RON DI XCN, Urged support for $5 million capital
CHAI R TANANA request for funding for the UAF Tanana
VALLEY CAMPUS Val | ey Canpus Center Space
ADVI SORY Revitalization Phase 4.
COUNCI L,
FAI RBANKS
5:51:16 PM | JERRY WALKER, Spoke in favor of funding for the
ADVI SORY renovation of the Tanana Val |l ey Canpus
COUNCI L Downt own Center.
MEMBER, TANANA
VALLEY CAMPUS,
FAI RBANKS
5:52:55 PM | PAUL Spoke in support of the Raven Landi ng
REI CHARDT, Retirement Conmunity Center Project.
SELF, Urged support for the construction of a
FAI RBANKS senior center with the use of $1.8
mllion in capital funds.
5:54: 47 PM | MARY GREENE, Spoke in favor of the use of $1.8
BOARD OF mllion in capital funding for the
Dl RECTORS, Raven Landi ng Seni or Community Center.
RETI REMENT
COWUNI TY COF
FAI RBANKS,
FAI RBANKS
5:56:41 PM | KAREN PARR, Spoke in favor of $1.8 mllion in
CHAI RVAN, capital funds to build the Raven
BOARD OF Landi ng Community Center. She shared
DI RECTORS, that the current conmunity senior
RETI REMENT center in Fairbanks is Iimted and
COMMUNI TY OF needs to be inproved to support the
FAl RBANKS gr owi ng seni or popul ati on.
5:59: 07 PM | Rl CHARD Spoke in favor of funding the
UNDERKOFLER, Department of Transportation 50/50
CITY OF Muni ci pal Harbor Facility G ant
PETERSBURG Program He felt that the state should
be matching city dollars in costal
comunity for city-owned harbor
mai nt enance.
6:01: 01 PM | Co-Chair Stated that there is $13 mllion on the
St edman match list for those harbor projects in
coastal Al aska.
6:01:57 PM | JUDY CORDELL, Spoke in favor for nore funding for
AWA| C, facilities for victins of donestic
ANCHORACE viol ence. She clainmed that her shelter
is currently short 25 beds and has been
operating over capacity for the | ast
two years. $920,000 is required for
capital repairs to the building in
order to provide the services needed by
its clients.
6: 04: 23 PM | STEVE Spoke in support for nore funding to be
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HAGEDORN
REBOUNDERS
BOOSTER CLUB
ANCHORAGE

used for the mai ntenance of UAA
sporting facilities on canpus. He
stressed that the facilities are
falling apart and need the funding of
$65 million for repairs.

6: 06: 24 PM | STEVE NERLAND, |Spoke in favor for funding the UAA
VOLUNTEER UAA, |arena. He said that the UAA facilities
UAA CI TE are inadequate in supporting the
COUNCI L, growi ng sport needs. He asked the
ANCHORACE conmittee to consider the $65 nmillion
request.
6: 08:30 PM | BOBBI RAMOS Voi ced support for the request of $65
OLSON, mllion to build the new facility at
SELF/ UAA, UAA. She felt that the building would
ANCHORAGE attract out-of-state residents to
Al aska.
6:11: 27 PM | DAVI D YOUNG Testified in support of UAA facilities.
SELF/ UAA, He enphasi zed that the costs for the
ANCHORAGE project would rise.
6:13: 08 PM |JI M OLSON, Spoke in support of UAA sports
SELF, facilities. He was concerned Anchorage
ANCHORAGE woul d | ose peopl e.
6:14: 37 PM | CHARLES LEET, Encouraged votes for bond issue in the
SELF, PALMER Mat - Su val ley and for $2 million for
Trunk Road repair. He felt that this
was an i nportant issue for safety.
6:16: 27 PM | Co-Chair Naned several proposed projects for the
St edman area. He nmentioned that Senator Huggins
has inforned the commttee of the
i nportance of funding the projects.
6:16:47 PM |BILL Encouraged support Road bond package
KLEBESADEL, for Mat-Su Borough for road upgrade and
SELF, MAT-SU repair.
6:18: 22 PM | KATHY MORGAN, Spoke in support of Capital
TOK AREA | nprovenents for Tok to protect city
UVBRELLA fromw | dfires and boost | ocal econony.
CORP., TAK $86, 000 to renove buildings related to
firefighting. Wod pellet stoves and
wood chip boiler to save heating costs
(testinony copy on file).
6:22:14 PM | AT EASE
6: 26: 32 PM | RECONVENED
6:26:41 PM | JOHN CANNON, Spoke in favor for funding for

ALASKANS W TH
DI SABI LI TI ES,
VAT- SU

coordi nated community transportation.
Expressed support for the governor’s
request for community transportation
funds of $300, 000and $800, 000 gener al
funds. He felt that the high

unenpl oynent rates anong the disabl ed
in the state is largely due to | ack of
reliable transportati on. He thought
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that the probl em needed to be | ooked at
nore diligently.

6:29:44 PM | AT EASE
6:34:13 PM | RECONVEVED
6: 34: 22 PM

#

ADJ QURNIVENT

The neeting
was

adj our ned
at 6:34 PM

6: 35: 51 PM
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