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VEVBERS PRESENT

SENATE RESOURCES
Senator Lesil MGire, Co-Chair
Senator Bill Wel echowski, Co-Chair
Senator Hollis French
Senat or Thomas Wagoner
Senator Gary Stevens

SENATE SPECI AL COW TTEE ON ENERGY

Senator Lesil McQuire, Chair
Senator Bill W el echowski

MVEMBERS ABSENT
SENATE RESOURCES

Senat or Charlie Huggins, Vice Chair
Senat or Bert Stedman

SENATE SPECI AL COW TTEE ON ENERGY
Senat or Lynman Hof f man
Senat or Al bert Kookesh
Senat or Bert Stedman
COMWM TTEE CALENDAR
Publ i c Hearing on Statew de Energy Pl an
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

No previous action to record.

W TNESS REG STER
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CHARLES TOTEMOFF, Presi dent
Chenega Corporation
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:

JESS BOTRA, ABS Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:

ED TARTAN
Ruby Tribal Council
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported renewabl e energi es.

JOHN W REHOUSE, representing hinmself
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Urged funding an Energing Technol ogi es Fund
at the highest |evel possible.

BI LLY MCKARTY, JR

Tradi ti onal Chief

Ruby

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: He said the hall in Ruby was built in 1967
and the price per kilowatt hour then was about 12 cents; and it
has gone sky high since then. Sonething needs to be done, and
soon, he urged.

EDNA PETERS, representing herself

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: She would |i ke honeowners to get assistance
in buying wind turbines and thought her hone would be a good
test | ocation.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

4. 08: 55 PM

Co-CHAIR LESIL MCGU RE called the joint neeting of the Senate
Resources Standing Conmttee and the Senate Special Commttee on

Energy to order. It was scheduled to start at approximtely 3:30
p. m

Publ i ¢ Hearing on Statew de Energy Pl an

Due to technical difficulties, the first few mnutes of the
meeti ng were not recorded.

CHARLES TOTEMOFF, President, Chenega Corporation, said he had
lived in Ruby for five years. It has hot springs and w nd power
potential. The cost of living has driven many people to mgrate
to urban centers. He noted that Power Cost Equalization (PCE)
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hel ped, but everyone in the community pays about $20 per day for
electricity. Fuel is high as well. He said that Rural Al aska
pays a fuel tax, but receives no benefits fromit. He suggested
help for rural Alaska in terns of tapping into highway dollars
to subsidize fuel deliveries.

He stressed the inportance for rural Alaska to be able to
sustain itself. The community is converting to solar panels and
hopes to |ower operational costs for its school. Lots can be
done, and he | ooks forward to that.

4:13: 36 PM

JESS BOTRA, ABS Al aska, said ABS Al aska sold equipnent to the
hydro project they had just seen. He thought that education
about what alternative energies are available and how to use
them was key in rural comunities |ike Ruby. Communities all
over Al aska are getting involved in alternative energy so that
fuel and electrical costs are reduced. But people feel it's out
of their grasp especially wthout know ng what is available and
being able to learn how to install and use it — and to pay for
it.

Sonmeone in Nonme is successfully running a four-bedroomtwo story
house, three-car garage based on solar hot water and a wnd
turbine, for instance; his electricity comes on only for five
m nutes every hour. He bought his home in Fairbanks based on the
wind reginme, but the problem he has is that there is no
educational facility that can step him through the program of
getting the funding and show him how to put those things on his
property. Education prograns would be useful in both rural and
urban comuni ti es.

4:18: 42 PM

ED TARTAN, Ruby Tribal Council, said there should be energy
outfitting for hones to reduce energy consunption. Mny fish
canps now have w nd generators and sol ar panels. They work. So
he knows it's possible to outfit the village and reduce energy
consunption. The turbine project is the only thing happening and
he is proud of it, but there is nore that can be done.

COCHAIR MCGQU RE said the conmmttee visited the Cold dimate
Research Center and legislators wll take back the idea that
there should be nore outreach. Congress has a tax incentive, but
wi thout an incone tax it's not much incentive in Al aska.

4:23:25 PM

SENATE RES/ ENE COWM TTEES - 3- May 27, 2009



SENATOR  THOVAS said bri ngi ng ener gy raters for t he

weat heri zation program to Ruby mght be helpful as a start. It
won’t tell people how to install solar panels and w nd energy,
but it will tell people how to correct the inadequacies of their

particul ar house. The next step is whether soneone can afford to
put panels in. Consolidating public services in one spot is a
good idea to save energy.

4:26: 07 PM
JOHN WREHOUSE, Director, Yukon R ver Intertribal Wter Shed
Council, wurged funding an Enmerging Technologies Fund at the

hi ghest | evel possible, because Al aska has the energy resources
that should nmake it a leader in the renewabl e energies industry.

Soneti mes people who step up to the plate have the capacity to
wite the grants and get the nobney to fund their projects -
| arge organi zations can do that. But this process bypasses sone
of the great ideas from the guy who is working in his garage.
Furt her, grantees should have a training conponent for
installing and maintaining these renewable energy systens.
Third, he suggested having interest free loans or grants for
smal | projects.

CO CHAIR MCGUI RE said the Energing Technology Fund is in SB 150
and there is need for support.

4:30:49 PM

BILLY MCKARTY, JR, Traditional Chief in Ruby, welconed the
committees. He said the hall in Ruby was built in 1967, and the
price per kilowatt hour then was about 12 cents; and it has gone
sky high since then. Sonmething needs to be done, and soon, he
ur ged.

4:33:10 PM

EDNA PETERS said she has been in Ruby for over 30 years. She and
her husband are on a fixed inconme and the rising price of
electricity is a huge concern. She is interested in wnd
turbines and so she bought sone. However, they were all
destroyed by the wind — so at |east she knows she has a prine
| ocation. She would like homeowners to get assistance in buying
wind turbines, and thought her home would be a good test
| ocati on.

4:36:13 PM
SENATOR FRENCH thanked everyone for their hospitality. Rural
Alaska will survive only if the basic costs of existence are

brought down - especially the cost of energy, he said, and they
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need to work together. There are probably 100 villages just like
theirs; and each solution will be slightly different. The best
| awmakers can probably give themis “a tool box,” but they would
be the ones to have to open that box and nmake the tools work. It
was very encouraging for himto see that happening here.

M5. PETERS remarked that with all the troubles going on in the
world, living in an Al askan village is probably the safest place
they could be. That was brought out when 911 happened. Wen
things are at their worst we are at our best, she said, but they
need sone help wth their energy expenses.

4:38:27 PM

CO CHAIR MCGQUI RE thanked everyone for heir hospitality and
testinmony and adjourned the neeting at 4:38 p. m
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