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COCHAIR KEVIN MEYER called the Senate Education Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 8:00 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Huggins, Davis, Stevens, Thomas and Meyer.

SB 224- POSTSECONDARY SCHOLARSHI PS

8:01: 00 AM

CO CHAI R MEYER announced consideration of SB 224. He said the
intent is to work through the five renmaining points of
consideration and cone up with a clean CS by Friday. He added
that Di ane Barrans has brought up a sixth point that also needs
to be considered, in regards to capping the needs-based
conponent .

8:03:01 AM

JOVOD STEWART, aide to Senator to Meyer, said the nmenbers should
have an updated handout of the points for consideration that was
provided to the conmttee at the previous neeting. Included with
the handout are the differences between the senate conmttee
substitute (CS) to SB 224[26-GS2771\S] and the House version
[ 26- GH2771\ P] .

First, in regards to non-traditional students, the senate CS
does not include the six nonth proviso for scholarship
eligibility, which neans that there are no restrictions for when
potential graduates may apply for the program The House version
does have the six nonth proviso so that presunptive graduates
may not prematurely apply for the scholarship program The House
version also sets a definitive wi ndow of six years for how | ong
a scholarship recipient has to use their award, while the senate
CS does not. Finally, the senate CS has a 12 senester nmaxi nmum
count while the House version has an ei ght senester maxi num

8: 05: 39 AM

SENATOR STEVENS said he has cone to terns with the fact that the
goals of the bill are not conpatible wth non-traditional
st udent s.

SENATOR THOVAS said he tends to agree with Senator Stevens; he
woul d be interested in noving the bill forward w thout the non-
traditi onal conponent.

CO- CHAIR MEYER said he too supports this section of the House
ver si on.

MJURRAY RI CHMOND, aide to Senator Thonms, said that in the senate
CS there is no differentiation between the acadenmc and the
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career track; the House CS does have this differentiation. In
the House CS, career scholars can only use their scholarship to
go to a career school. The tuition for the <career track
scholarship is also capped at $3000.00 while the academc
scholarship's tuition is set at the average University of Al aska
(UA) tuition for the year 2010/2011. The senate CS would all ow
students to go to either a career or an academ c school and the
award woul d be set to UA's tuition.

CO- CHAIR MEYER said the question now before the committee is
whether to retain the two separate tracks or keep the single
track as laid out by the senate CS

SENATOR HUGEA NS said he would like to see students have the
built in flexibility to cross over to either track and receive
like funding. He would also like to consider Ms. Barran's point
about placing a cap provision on the needs-based part of the
program

8:11:29 AM
SENATOR OLSON j oi ned the neeti ng.

SENATOR DAVI S said, regarding the career track, it says that a
student can use ACT, SAT or WirkKeys for eligibility. She thinks
students should have to take either the ACT or SAT but that
WrkKeys is not appropriate to determne preparedness for
col | ege.

LARRY LEDOUX, Conm ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent (DEED), said the bill does not specifically identify
the ACT or the SAT and either can be used. The WrkKeys applies
only to the career and technical scholarship, and is a works
well as a test for individuals who are choosing to go in this
direction. In the House version it states that students applying
for the career and technical scholarship are required to take
either a college entrance exam or another standardized test
[ page 9, |ines 24-26].

SENATOR STEVENS said they haven't talked a |lot about the
WrkKeys exam One thing that he has heard from various
industries is that they want to have students who are as up-to-
date on math and witing skills as those on a college track. He
asked Commi ssioner LeDoux to explain the WrkKeys test.

COWMM SSI ONER LEDOUX expl ained that it neasures technical reading

and witing. He thinks the SAT or ACT would work for both; they
would like to see the WrkKeys used by industry across the state
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because they think there is a direct reflection between WrkKey
scores and an individual's work or college performance. It
doesn't neasure soft skills such as the ability to wirk as a
team or be on tinme. He pointed out that the career and technical
scholarship would still require students to take a rigorous
curricul um

SENATOR THOVAS suggested that just getting to school every day
and on tinme should ingrain sonme of these soft skills into
st udent s.

COWMM SSI ONER LEDOUX answered that research indicates that is not
the case. Individuals learn those skills from part-tinme jobs and
in activities such as band, choir, and sports.

CO- CHAIR MEYER said that being that there were no other comments
on item tw he took that to mean that the conmttee is in
concurrence with the house version on that particular item

8:.18: 06 AM

MR. STEWART continued on to item 3 which involves the intent
| anguage. In the Senate CS, he said, they have extracted the
intent |anguage; the House version has not. He rem nded nenbers
of the discussion with Jean M schel of Legislative Legal at the
| ast neeting, who cautioned that having the goals included the
bill could make them nore actionable in court if these goals
were not met. He suggested having the goals go alongside the
bill as a letter of intent.

CO- CHAIR MEYER agreed that it seens best to retain the goals in
a letter of intent to be submtted next to the bill, instead of
within it. He asked M. Stewart to review the additional goals
and changes that the conmttee had added to the letter of
i ntent.

MR. STEWART said that the following two itenms were added to the
letter of intent:

4. providing a rigorous curriculumin all high schools
in the state

10. increasing participation of Al aska high school
graduates in Al aska postsecondary institutions.

The other additional change to the letter of intent was to

divide item nunber two and three, which had previously been
witten as one statenent.
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SENATOR STEVENS asked if M. Stewart was confortable in
addressing one of the overall goals of getting students in and
out of college early in the letter of intent.

MR. STEWART answered that the letter of intent was reorganized
from the way they had been presented in the original bill so
that the postsecondary |anguage is |isted on top before the high
school reform language. He did not include the nore direct
| anguage Senator Stevens had i nquired about.

MR RICHVMOND said they could add a goal wth nore pointed
| anguage within the letter of intent of the conmttee would
like.

CO- CHAIR MEYER said they will give this some nore thought at a
later tinme. He suggested they | ook next at the nane of the bill.

SENATOR DAVI S asked Senator Meyer if he has a sense for how the
House will respond to renoving the goals out of the bill.

CO- CHAIR MEYER said that he has not spoken directly to the
chai rman of the House Education Conmttee but because they all
use the sanme leg legal, he thinks they will be in agreenent once
they hear the justification and rational behind it.

8:24:26 AM

MR. STEWART continued with item 4, which was to renane the
schol arship. The scholarship has been known as the Governor's
Performance Scholarship (GPS) and it was suggested to nake it a
nore politically neutral free title. The Alaska Student
Achi evenent Program ( ASAP) schol arshi p was suggest ed.

SENATOR STEVENS said he recogni zes and appreciates the fact that
the governor introduced this 1issue and brought it forward.
However, the |egislature has changed the bill significantly and
he is not sure that namng it the governor's scholarship in
perpetuity is not a reflection of what it truly is. It seemns
that it is better to have a title that is statew de.

SENATOR HUGGE NS said he agrees with Senator Stevens.

CO CHAIR MEYER al so agreed that this is the state's program not
t he governor's or the |legislature's.

SENATOR DAVIS said she does not have a problem with the new

suggested title but asked whether they have received the
adm ni stration's thoughts on this.
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COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX answered that the adm nistration supports
the GPS title. It fits what they are trying to do and it gives
kids direction, so the acronymfits very well. They al so believe
that it is inportant that kids see the governor as caring about
t hem and acknow edgi ng the program as inportant.

8:29:38 AM
SENATOR STEVENS nobved a conceptual anmendnent that the nanme be
changed to "Al aska Student Achi evenent Program (ASAP)."

SENATOR DAVIS said she has no problem with the change of the
title as long as it will not cause any problens with the other
body.

SENATOR OLSON agreed with Senator Davis and he is fine wth
either title. One of the advantages of keeping the GPS title is

that the governor might be nore willing to support and push the
bill through.
SENATOR STEVENS said the easy part is witing this bill. The

hard part is getting the noney to pay for it. He would like to
see $400 mllion put aside, but he doesn't think that wll
happen; he thinks it will come to a year-by-year funding by the
| egi slature. The ASAP title may keep the schol arship out of any
future disagreenents due to acrinonious feelings between the
| egi sl ature and the governor. He also thinks that the Senate has
been very cooperative with the House in going with nost of their
i ssues and he does think this will be a contentious issue.

SENATOR OLSON agreed with Senator Steven's point.

CO- CHAIR MEYER said they will go with the nore neutral title. He
asked M. Stewart to continue on with itemfive.

MR. STEWART said that the transitional |anguage in both the CS
and the House version nmight allow students to delay graduation
to beconme eligible for the scholarship. The CS and the House
version effectively Iimt application eligibility for students
graduating in 2011. He suggested anending the CS to directly
al | ow June 2010 graduates to qualify for the schol arship.

MR. RI CHVOND added that currently the effective date of the bill
is Septenber 1, 2010.

SENATOR DAVI S said she was seeking to include the graduates of
2010 by allowing them to apply for the scholarship but not to

SENATE EDC COW TTEE -7- March 17, 2010



have the access to the scholarship until the effective date of
the bill in 2011, when fundi ng woul d be avail abl e.

COCHAIR MEYER clarified that Senator Davis wants the 2010
graduates to be included in the scholarship program but they
may not receive the noney until after their freshman year in
coll ege. He asked the adm nistration to help themon this issue.

COW SSI ONER LEDQUX responded that there are several concerns
that need to be considered. One is the sense of fairness. If the
scholarship is offered to the class of 2010, sone students wll
say that they do not qualify for the program because they did
not know the requirenents when they were selecting their
classes. The only way they could really do it is to wait for the
class of 2010 to conplete their first year of college and
eval uate their performance at that tinme to see if they qualify.
This woul d be possible, but very difficult.

SENATOR DAVIS clarified that he is saying that a senior of the
graduating class of 2010 would be eligible to apply for the
schol arship as of their second year of coll ege.

COM SSI ONER LEDOQUX reiterated that the only fair way is to
eval uate those students' first year of college, set up criteria
for qualification based on that and then allow them to apply.
That way all students of the 2010 class that attend college
woul d have the opportunity.

8:40: 25 AM

CO- CHAIR MEYER said he can see the commi ssioner's point, but he
al so understands Senator Davis' concern. They have heard from a
nunber of parents who are following this legislation very
closely and would like their children to have the opportunity.

SENATOR DAVIS said she still thinks they should be able to
capture those in the class of 2010 that are prepared. If he is
sayi ng that those students can come back and qualify after their
first year of college, then they need to add |anguage to the
bill to specifically allow for that.

SENATOR HUGA NS said he agrees with Senator Davis. The class of
2011 is not going to be entirely prepared either. The 2010 cl ass
should not be penalized because these standards were not in
place at the tinme. He believes that the class of 2010 should be
able to apply retroactively.
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SENATOR STEVENS asked, looking at the students in the class of
2010, is there anything else they will be losing out on in
regards to the scholarship by apply retroactively.

COWM SSI ONER LEDQUX responded that he believes they would have
to make sone adjustnents throughout the bill to accommodate
this. It can be done sinply or in a nore conplex manner. In
regards to the eligibility of the class of 2010 the easiest way
would be to require that these students conplete their first
year of college in order to qualify. If the commttee asks them
to make those changes, they will certainly do that.

SENATOR THOVAS said his only concern is that, any tine an
exception is made it opens the door for requests for nore
exception. An exanple of this could be students who graduated
early in Decenber of 2009.

DI ANE  BARRANS, Executive Director, Al aska Commi ssion  of
Post secondary Education (ACPE), said that if the legislature
decides to include the class of 2010 they wll just have to
concede that it wll not be a level playing field for that
class. Those whose parents are nore savvy and kept track of
| egislation nmay have prepared their children to take advantage
of the opportunity. There are going to be wnners and |osers
because there has not been equal disclosure.

CO- CHAIR MEYER assunmed this would apply to those applying for
the career and technical scholarship as well.

8:47.:49 AM

SENATOR OLSON asked how they will be able to fund the students
in 2010 without using the corpus of the endowrent that is neant
to fund the programfor years to cone.

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX replied that for the funding of this program
to work students would not be eligible to receive the funds
until the fall of 2011. The anmount of funding needed will depend
on how many students apply. He suggested that one purpose of the
scholarship is to provide opportunities for children who have
not been successful previously and he is concerned that these
are the children that wll not have the know edge to take
advantage of this opportunity at this tine.

CO- CHAIR MEYER said he thinks conmttee's policy statenment wll

be to try to capture the 2010 students. The Finance Conmmttee
will have to decide how to fund it. He thinks the approach
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suggested by Senator Huggins' will work the best. He continued
by asking Ms. Barrans to explain itemsix with the conmttee.

8:51: 08 AM

M5. BARRANS said, as they discussed previously, there is
| anguage in the bill regarding students who are enrolled |ess
than full tinme. They had agreed to cap the nerit based

scholarship for students that are less than full time to 50
percent of the award they would otherw se receive. However, they
failed to set a simlar cap on the needs-based perfornmance
award. On page 12, lines 8-9, of the senate CS, she suggests new
| anguage be added on a simlar cap that students attending half
time would be capped 25 percent of the unnmet financial need
(with full time students receiving 50 percent).

SENATOR HUGGE NS asked if M. Barrans could run a couple of
scenarios for themto | ook at.

CO CHAIR MEYER said they will make that change but will |ook for
Ms. Barrans to bring themthat information on Friday.

SENATOR HUGGE NS thanked Ms. Barrans for her research and answers
to his questions on the Departnment of MIlitary and Veterans
Affairs (DWA). He said rather than holding the bill up in this
commttee he wll wait wuntil the bill enters the Finance
Commttee to introduce an anmendnent that wll give students
incentive to enter into certain needed disciplines in the state.

CO CHAI R MEYER recapped what they have decided to do with the
six itenms that were up for consideration and what the changes to
the new CS will look like. He nmentioned that he will not be able
to attend the neeting on Friday.

SENATOR STEVENS said he won't be able to nmake the neeting on
Friday either. The other nmenbers said they intend to be here.

CO- CHAIR MEYER said that the conmittee will try to take up HB
110 on Friday. [SB 224 was held in conmmttee.]

8:57:15 AM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Co-Chair Meyer adjourned the neeting at 8:57 a.m
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