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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:08: 27 AM

CO- CHAIR THOVAS called the Senate Education Standing Conmmittee
nmeeting to order at 8:08 a.m Present at the call to order were
Senators Davis, Thomas, and Meyer.
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SB 224- POSTSECONDARY SCHOLARSHI PS

8:08: 54 AM
CO- CHAIR THOVAS announced that the conmttee wll continue
hearing SB 224. He noted that they have the governor's bill, a

commttee substitute, and two anendnments on the table, as well
as a nunber of anendnents that are being considered in the
House.

After the neeting on Friday, he said, they decided to set aside
the commttee substitute currently before the commttee and
focus on the bill as handed to them by the governor.

8:11:51 AM

MURRAY RICHMOND, aide to Senator Thomas, said that discussions
over the |last few weeks have disclosed five key areas of concern
with SB 224. Sone nenbers of the conmttee felt that the new
curriculum requirenent for four years of math, four years of
science, four years of |anguage arts, and three years of social
studies, versus an option for adding a foreign |anguage option.
Adding two years of foreign language is desirable to a lot of
fol ks and the House has an anendnent on that.

There were concerns over the ACT/ SAT tests, which were addressed
by the admnistration on Friday. Questions remain about how
specific that should be in the bill, but the admnistration
spoke to why it is a necessary part of the program There has
been di scussion about the six-year window, why it is set at six
years and whether it starts at six years, or ends at six years.
According to the admnistration, the six-year w ndow gives
students six years during which to use this scholarship, so if a
student started college three years after high school, the
fourth year of college would not be funded. At issue is the
value of the six-year w ndow and how the |egislation can nake
al l omances for students who cannot graduate in that tine.

Also under discussion are provisions for the needs-based
conponent, and finally, what the funding limt and curriculum
requi renents should be for the career schol arship.

MR RICHVOND wal ked the commttee through the anendnents the
House has been working on as foll ows:

- House Anendnent 1 (26G2) to HB 297, the Governor's needs-
based anmendnent, provides that the state wll pick up 50 percent
of a student's unmet need after the $2000 family contri bution.
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8:18: 00 AM

JOVD STEWART, aide to Senator Meyer, proposed that they apply a
new nuneration system to these anendnents for the purpose of
clarity.

CO CHAI R THOVAS suggested that an al phabetical designation m ght
be | ess confusing. He al so recommended that they notate the ones
that were offered by the governor.

MR. STEWART concurred. He said, noving through the anmendnents in
the nmenbers' packets in the order they appear, Amendnent 2 [26-
GS2771\E. 2], addressing intent |anguage, wll be called A
Amendnent 1 [26-GS2771\E. 1], regarding non-traditional students,
will be B. The first House anendnent to HB 297, regarding nerit-
based and needs-based, will be C. Subsequent amendnments wll be
lettered in sequence.

MR. RI CHMOND continued with the House anmendments:

- House Anmendnent 2 (D), offered by the Governor, defines the
tiers in ternms of traditional letter grades. It is generally
advi sable not to define things too narrowy in statute, but the
House conmittee apparently felt confortable doing so because the
grading standard is so well established.

- House  Anendnent 3 (E) [ 26- GH2771\ A. 9], of fered by
Representative Seaton, changes the phrase "university or
col l ege"” to "postsecondary institution” throughout the bill. The
intent is to allow scholarships to be used at any postsecondary
institution, including career schools.

8:19: 58 AM

COCHAIR THOVAS asked if M. Ri chmond has verified his
understanding of the intent of Anendnent E with Representative
Seaton's staff.

MR RI CHVOND said he has.

SENATOR DAVIS requested that M. R chnond identify which
anendnents were actually adopted by the House as he goes through
t hem

MR. RICHVOND advised that both of the governor's anendnents and
Representati ve Seaton's amendnent E were adopted by the House.

8: 20: 38 AM

- House Conceptual Anmendment 4 (F) [26-G2771\A 1] was pulled
and replaced by nunmber 13, which he will cover |ater.
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SENATOR OLSON j oi ned the neeti ng.
MR. RI CHMOND presented the foll ow ng House anendnents:

- House Conceptual Anendnent 5 (G [26-GR771\A 3] offered by
Representative Keller allows for tax credits on donations from
private sources to the education fund as it sits in the genera
fund. - Pulled

- House Conceptual Amendnment 6 (H) [[26-GH2771\A. 4], offered by
Representative Keller, requires that the annual performance
reports be posted on the web for public viewing. - Pulled

8:22:50 AM

- House Conceptual Anendnent 7 (1) [no |abel] adds a new goal by
inserting the |anguage "(9) increasing participation from Al aska
hi gh school students in Al aska post-secondary institutions." -
Adopted - This anmendnent was replaced by a | ater anendnment (N)

- House Anmendnent 8 (J), offered by Representative Seaton adds
provisions for the purpose of ensuring that the rigorous
curriculum required by this scholarship is available in every
hi gh school in the state. - Adopted

8:24: 02 AM
MR. RICHMOND said the next anendment was adopted, but concerns
were raised by the adm nistration

- House Anmendrnent 9 (K) [26-GH2771\A 10] by Representative
Gardner provides that, if a scholarship award is paid in error
through no fault of the student, the student wll not be
penal i zed. - Adopted

CO CHAI R THOVAS asked for clarification on the types of errors
this covers.

8:25:21 AM
MR RICHVOND replied that the |anguage specifies any error "not
due to any fault of the student.”

8: 25: 44 AM
CO-CHAIR MEYER stated that he too has concerns about this
amendnent .

8:26:12 AM
MR RI CHVMOND conti nued:
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- House Anmendnent 10 (L) [26-GR771\A 17] by Representatives
Gardner and Buch replaces the word "academ c" with "performance"
t hroughout the bill, which changes what the award is called and
takes care of the division between career and academ c schools.
- Adopt ed

8:26: 54 AM

- House Anendnent 11 (M [26-GH2771\ A 18] by Representative Buch
changes the requirenent for the <core curriculum It uses
essentially the same |language as that in the conmttee

substitute, so instead of four years of math and four years of
science, a student could take three years of each plus two years
of a foreign | anguage. - Adopted

8:27.:52 AM

- House Anendnent 12 (N) [26-G2771\A 11] by Representative
Edgenon repl aces Conceptual Anendnent 7 (l). It adds the goal of
increasing participation of Alaska high school students in
Al aska postsecondary institutions. - Adopted

8:28:46 AM
MR. RI CHMOND poi nted out that the next anmendnment is the one that
repl aces Conceptual Amendnent 4 (F), which was pulled.

- House Anendnent 13 (O |[26-GH2771\ A 21] contains | anguage that
expands the definition of curriculum by inserting the phrase
"whi ch may include virtual curriculum™

8:30: 52 AM
He said Senator Steven's aide will present anendnents A and B

8:31: 53 AM

TIM LAMKIN, staff to Senator Stevens, said these anendnents are
based on CSSB 224, Draft Version E, which was before the
committee | ast week.

- Amendnment A [26-GS2771\E. 2] is a housekeepi ng amendnent that
renoves the goals of the program which really address
| egislative intent and do not belong in statute. This proposes

to draw them out of the bill and paste them into a conmttee
letter of intent, so the goals and purposes will still be part
of the record and will follow the bill, but will not be part of
statute.

Amendnent B [26-GS2771\E. 1] specifically addresses Senator
St evens' concerns regarding non-traditional st udent s. The
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substance of this amendnent is at the bottom of page 9, where it
adds a new subsection (c) that states "the departnent shal
adopt regulations to include an application procedure for the
award of a scholarship or for the resunption of a scholarship
award for an eligible applicant who has either withdrawn from or
del ayed enrollnent in a qualified postsecondary institution in
the state and who has been admitted to a qualified postsecondary
institution, regardl ess of age.”

He summarized that this basically allows a student who cones
into the system starts college, and |eaves in good standing for
what ever reason, to return in good standing and be eligible for
the scholarship. It also strikes references to the six-year cap
for consistency, and increases the nunber of senesters on page
12, line 11, from8 to 12.

CO- CHAIR THOVAS restated that the intent is to allow students to
start at any tine or to take tinme off and start again at any
tine.

MR. LAMKIN answered that the regulations would, he trusts,
stipulate that there have to be legitinmate reasons for |eaving,
not just whinsical ones.

8:36: 27 AM

CO-CHAIR MEYER asked if this would apply to a student who
qualified for the scholarship, left school to raise a famly and
then wanted to return 20 years | ater.

MR LAMKIN affirnmed that, if the student qualified when he
started college and left college in good standing, he could cone
back and still qualify for the schol arship.

CO-CHAIR MEYER said he would like to hear from the conm ssioner
on that.

8:37: 30 AM
MR RICHVOND wapped up by saying that all of the House
amendnents are offered to the governor's original bill, but none

of the changes that were made in the CS would be affected by any
of these anendnments. Senator Stevens' anendnents are offered to
the CS, but could apply to the original bill with only |ocation
changes.

CO CHAIR THOVAS asked if the commttee would like to review the
anmendnents in greater depth.
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SENATOR DAVI S said she only wants to address the amendnents that
wer e adopted on the House side.

8:40: 47 AM

COCHAIR MEYER asked M. Richnond if there is a proposed
amendnent to change the SAT or ACT requirenent, or if he brought
it up only as a topic for discussion.

MR. RICHVOND answered that the governor's bill requires the ACT
or SAT, although those tests are not spelled out directly. One
of the docunents the commttee received spelled them out in
fairly specific terns, which alarnmed some people, but the
adm nistration affirnmed that they are not neant to be part of
the regulations. The CS did not contain a requirement for the

ACT or the SAT, nor did the governor's bill explicitly assign
that. The questions before the commttee are whether they want
that requirement in the bill and if so, do they want to include

a mninum qualifying score or perhaps create tiers based on
di fferent scores.

CO- CHAIR MEYER commented that if they are going back to the
governor's bill, he my want to add an anmendnent. He thinks a
test like the ACT or SAT should be required, but does not
believe an average score should be necessary to get the
schol ar shi p.

8:43:54 AM

SENATOR DAVI S said she agrees that students should have to take
either the ACT or the SAT;, students have to take one or the
ot her and obtain a m ninmum score in order to be accepted at nost
universities. She asked if the governor's original bill requires
students to take the ACT only, or if it sinply requires sone
formof testing.

8:44:57 AM

LARRY LEDQUX, Conm ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent (DEED), Juneau, Al aska, answered that the governor's
bill asks that there be a standardi zed assessnent, which would
probably nean either the ACT or the SAT. He thinks it is
necessary that they validate both the rigor of the courses they
require and the grades they are asking teachers to give
students; a standardized test will do that. He said he believes
many schol arship progranms actually have tiered |evels based on
performance on the test; his view is that they have the highest
score to validate the intent of the legislation, which is to
prepare kids to engage in college. If the required score is too
low, it is neaningless; if it's too high, then it has a negative
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effect. It is also inportant to note that kids can begin taking
the test in their junior year and can take it all the way
t hrough high school; there is sone research to indicate students
can inprove their score when they take it again.

8:46: 46 AM
CO- CHAIR MEYER asked if it is the governor's intent to nandate a
m ni mum qual i fying score in the bill.

MR. LEDOUX said if there is no benchmark students have to
achieve, there is no reason to take the test. He enphasized that
he does not want the test alone to determi ne the schol arship,
but it is part of the interchange of a rigorous curriculum GPI
and val i dati on.

SENATOR DAVIS asked if she is correct, that the admnistration
does not prefer the ACT or the SAT and that, although there nust
be a cut score, students do not have to achieve the highest
| evel to qualify. She also asked if the commttee staff can get
her information on the highest possible and average scores for
both of those tests.

8: 50: 08 AM

COMWM SSIONER  LEDOUX said the departnent has all of that
information available, including cross-correlation. He cautioned
that they need to be very careful about including specific
nunbers in statute because the nunbers may change as the tests
are redesigned. Currently, the law says the state Board of
Education will set those scores.

SENATOR DAVIS asked if he is saying they should not specify a
base score.

COWMM SSI ONER LEDOUX corrected that there should be a m ni num SAT
score and a correlated mninmum ACT score for qualification for
t he schol arshi p.

CO- CHAIR MEYER asserted that it is inmportant to maintain sone
flexibility so they don't have to change the statute every tine
the test changes. He then asked for Conm ssioner LeDoux's
comments on House Anendnent 9 (K) dealing with errors.

8:52:29 AM

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX requested that Diane Barrans respond to
t hat .

SENATE EDC COW TTEE - 9- March 1, 2010



SENATOR DAVIS asked which of the national tests npbst Al aska
school districts use, ACT or SAT.

COWMM SSI ONER LEDQUX agai n deferred to D ane Barrans.

8:53:33 AM

COCHAIR THOVAS told Comm ssioner LeDoux that the conmttee
would Iike himto cone back and talk with them again after they
have all had an opportunity to review the anendnents and the
witten answers he provided to the questions they raised at | ast
week' s neeting.

CO CHAIR MEYER asked Conm ssioner LeDoux to conment on the
anendnent by Senator Stevens, which allows students to start
coll ege at any tine.

COW SSI ONER LEDOUX responded that the admnistration's intent
is to have students graduate from high school and start coll ege.
Research seens to indicate that if they do not concentrate their
education at the postsecondary |evel, they are not successful
There are a couple of other concerns about extending it
indefinitely; it extends liability on the funding source for
schol arships, and it does not encourage students to get busy and
get their degree.

COWMM SSI ONER LEDQUX continued; the bill as witten does provide
a certain amount of flexibility for parents who want their young
people to | eave the state for a year or two, or for students who
want to pick up a bachelor's degree down south and then return
to Alaska and use the last two years of the scholarship for
graduate or professional school. It does not penalize a break in
service, as do many scholarship prograns. He pointed out that
the part of Senator Stevens' anmendnment that allows 12 senesters
instead of 8 would increase the cost of the scholarship by 50
percent, or over $10 million per year.

8:56:12 AM

SENATOR DAVIS said the conmmttee has already changed the focus
of the legislation sonmewhat because they have decided to add a
needs- based conponent that was not part of the original bill
She asked if the admnistration would prefer that they add a
separate non-traditional conmponent instead of nodifying the
exi sting requirenents for students com ng out of high school.

8:57: 08 AM
COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said the House requested information about a
GED pathway to the scholarship for kids who do not graduate from
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high school, and he would be happy to provide that to this
commttee. Sone scholarship progranms provide an alternative
pathway for non-traditional students, neaning students who do
not graduate from high school in four years; this one does not
contain such an alternative pathway.

SENATOR DAVIS said she would like to look at it from that
standpoint, but she is not thinking of non-traditional students
as those who don't finish high school; she is referring to
students who have made it back to college and are struggling to
get through. Many students keep extending their tine to graduate
because they have to work and can't get the hours they need

This scholarship mght nake it possible for them to stay in
school and focus on their studies.

8:58: 39 AM

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said he will try to provide the information
requested, but pointed out that the non-traditional student
Senator Davis is tal king about does not align with the intent of
this program which is to encourage young people to work hard in
school and take a rigorous curriculumto be successful. Wat she
is describing, he asserted, is a needs-based program and there
are existing prograns available to help that kind of non-
traditional student.

SENATOR DAVIS disagreed. She said she is aware of only one

federal program and very little of that noney is comng to
Al aska. She said she does not see the conmttee passing this
bill out without taking these students into consideration.

8:59: 54 AM

COWM SSI ONER LEDQUX reiterated that he will try to provide the
commttee with information on that kind of schol arship program

CO- CHAIR MEYER asked if the admnistration agrees wth making
the award for the vocational and technical scholarship the sane
as for the academ c schol arshi p.

COW SSI ONER LEDOUX responded that one of the anmendnents passed
by the House would allow a student who earns an acadenic
scholarship to choose to use it at a career or technical
education school. He added that 90 percent of the career and
techni cal education prograns are offered by the University of
Al aska, so students can already use whatever they earn through
the academ c scholarship for those prograns. The highest-cost
program of fered by Al aska Vocational Technical Center (AVTEC) is
t he nursing program at $5000, and nost are about $3000; very few
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of their prograns are longer than two years. Were the cost
increases at AVTEC is in other expenses; the tools required for
the diesel nechanic program for exanple, cost nore than
tuition. The needs-based anmendnent approved by the other body
woul d provide for room and board and ot her expenses.

He explained that the admnistration does not want to set a
"gold standard" that vocational and technical programs wll tack
their rates to, thereby artificially inflating the cost of those
prograns. In addition, it hopes the opportunity represented by
the scholarship wll spur developnment of new career and
t echni cal prograns.

9:02: 32 AM

SENATOR DAVIS noted that the current bill excludes seniors
graduating in 2010; she wants them to be included, even though
the funding won't be available until 2011

COWMWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said there is no good answer to that. He
recently spoke to students from Wangle H gh School and
suggested that those students apply now and validate after their
first year of college. If they take a rigorous curriculum in
science, math, |anguage arts, and social studies in their first
year of college and can validate a certain GPA, then they can
qualify fromthat tinme forward. He added that there has to be a
starting point somewhere.

SENATOR DAVI S concurred, but said these students have started to
prepare thensel ves based on the fact that the governor announced
this scholarship in Cctober.

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said it will be expensive if the legislature
decides to fund that, because the state will not be able to use
interest on the account; the noney will have to come out of the
CGeneral Fund.

SENATOR DAVIS reiterated that she understands funding will not
kick in until the class of 2011

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said the legislature is going to have to
deci de what they want to do.

9: 05: 36 AM

CO- CHAIR THOVAS asked Ms. Barrans to speak to the questions the
Conmi ssi oner was not able to answer.
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CO-CHAIR MEYER asked M. Barrans to comment on the House
anendnent that absolves students of liability for any errors
made in funding their scholarship awards. He said it is a given
that admi nistrative errors are corrected.

9:06: 21 AM

DI ANE  BARRANS, Executive Director, Al aska Commi ssion on
Post secondary Education, Juneau, Al aska, said she agrees; if a
student is unduly enriched through sone sort of admnistrative
error, even if it was not malfeasance on his part, there is a
general expectation in financial aid admnistration that the
student will refund that to the provider.

She continued; the nenbers of the other body asked her to gather
additional information from financial aid professionals as to
what situations mght lead to overpaynent besides an error. One
such situation is late-arriving aid from another source, which
could result in a student being over-awarded so that he has nore
noney than the cost of attendance. In that case, the student
woul d be expected to refund one of the other payers. It is her
recommendation that they do not put that sort of general waiver
in place.

9:08: 26 AM
SENATOR DAVI S asked Ms. Barrans to tell the conmittee about the
scholarship that is available to non-traditional students.

M5. BARRANS explained that the Alaska Advantage Needs-Based
G ant is the federal Leveragi ng Educati onal Assi st ance
Partnership (LEAP) grant that the legislature authorized in FYOl
and is a successor program to the State Education Incentive
Grant (SEIG. That program has actually been zeroed out of the
President's budget for next year, but it has been zeroed out of
every president's budget for the last 20 years and is still
around, so it may continue to be funded. The way that program
works is that states have to put in a matching anount of dollars
in order to get the federal dollars. Al aska has been natching
using Al aska Student Loan Corporation Receipts and unobligated
interest on a fund. Those funds will no |onger be available
because of the corporation's need to conserve its resources for
its own purposes. In FY09 the legislature appropriated general
funds in the capital budget to put additional nonies into the
program but there is no base built into the state operating
budget to fund that program It is strictly needs-based; as a
result, alnost all of the students who receive the grant are
i ndependent students. The average age has ranged between 28 and
31.
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SENATOR DAVI S asked how nmuch noney was put into the fund in
2009.

9:10: 46 AM
M5. BARRANS said she thinks it was $3.2 million, which was dol ed
out over 3 years; the last year will be 2011

SENATOR DAVI S asked who brought the request for funding forward
| ast year.

M5. BARRANS answered that it was Representative Gara.

SENATOR DAVIS wondered if the commttee could include that
funding in this bill.

9:12:13 AM

M5. BARRANS said she is not sure how they would do that.
Responding to Senator Davis' question regarding test use, she
said only the University of Al aska Fairbanks uses a test score
as a required element, and it uses the ACT test. If a student
does not take the ACT, he has to take another test to assess his
acadenic ability in order to be accepted into a degree program

SENATOR DAVI S asked what score UAF requires on that test.

M5. BARRANS said she is not sure, but will get back to the
commttee on that point.

9:13: 24 AM
CO CHAI R MEYER asked if UAF accepts either the ACT or the SAT.

M5. BARRANS said they do. She added that an exam called the
Accupl acer is sonetines used; nost institutions use it only to
pl ace soneone at the right entry level of a course.

9:14: 06 AM
SENATOR DAVIS asked if Ms. Barrans can expand a little on what
is accepted nost often by universities outside Al aska.

M5. BARRANS said there are really statewide cultures, so in one
state it will be broadly the ACT, and in another it wll be
broadly the SAT. There is no single standard.

9:14: 42 AM
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CO CHAI R THOVAS asked for her opinion on House Anendnent 3 (E),
whi ch replaces the words "university or college in this state"
Wi th "postsecondary institution as described in AS 14.43.835."

M5. BARRANS said deletion of the phrase "in this state" woul d be
problematic if the point that the institution has to be in
Al aska were not mmde clear elsewhere in statute. However, she
believes the description in AS 14.43.835, which is elsewhere in
the bill, nmakes that clear.

9:16:16 AM

CO CHAI R MEYER asked for Ms. Barran's opinion about the issue of
non-traditional students; he can see that it mght cause sone
adm ni strative concerns trying to track kids and then adults if
they wait for years to take advantage of this program

9:16: 53 AM

VB. BARRANS said she shares the concerns expressed by
Comm ssi oner LeDoux. The other concern that cones imrediately to
mnd, both for the funds source and the individual students
involved, is that typically, when students defer participation
in postsecondary education, they incur other debts and
responsibilities. Wth a needs-based conponent, the state is
agreeing to share those increased costs. In other words, a 30-
year-old going to school is going to have a substantially higher
cost of attendance. He wmy have fanmly-nenbers and wll

typically |live off canpus. In calculating the cost of
attendance, the financial aid folks build in famly size
elements. The state, wunder this bill wth a needs-based
conponent, is agreeing to share all of those additional costs,
so it is very difficult to predict the fiscal inplications.
Also, if there is a shortfall, the bill calls for a pro-rata

distribution of awards; the state could have a situation in
which the effect of the pro-rata distribution makes the awards
too small to be hel pful to anyone.

9:18: 56 AM
SENATOR DAVI S asked her to address the issue of bringing on the
students graduating in 2010.

M5. BARRANS el aborated on the point that the Comm ssioner nmade.
As he indicated, the departnent is very conmtted to creating a
phased-in approach. Wat it would nean financially, is that the
group of students who would be eligible in the first year of the
program would be approximately 50 percent greater than
originally estimted.
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SENATOR DAVIS said she doubts that nmany of the 2010 students
will qualify.

9:20: 50 AM

M5. BARRANS acknow edged that she may be right; she used nunbers
experienced by Womng to estinmate the nunber of students in the
cl ass of 2011 who will qualify for the program

SENATOR DAVI S asked what those numbers were.

M5. BARRANS answered that the estimate is than 30 percent of the
graduati ng class or about 2500 students.

9:21:42 AM

MR. STEWART explained that House Amendrment C was introduced by
the governor and adds a needs-based conponent to his original
bill. After a $2000 deductable, this allows the state to pick up
50 percent of the student's outstanding need, the difference
between tuition and what hasn't been covered by schol arshi ps and
grants.

SENATOR DAVI S said she would like to see a side-by-side analysis
of the original bill with the governor's anendnment and what is
in their CS

9:24: 06 AM

MR RICHVMOND said the CS has three levels of scholarship. The
top tier is a performance scholarship very simlar to the
governor's plan. It is for A students who have taken a tough
curriculum and are being rewarded for their academ c prowess.
The next tier is simlar to the Taylor plan for students who
can't afford to go to school; it requires them to prove
t hensel ves by taking specific courses and getting at |east a C+
| evel, but the award is based primarily on their need. Based on
the CS, it is conceivable that a needs-based student could get a
hi gher nonetary award than a nerit scholar because of his need.
The third tier is the for career students.

CO- CHAIR THOVAS interjected that the conmttee staff wll try to
work up another conparison chart that illustrates the major
di fferences between the two.

MR RICHVMOND said, in terms of what students will get in the
end, the figures in the governor's bill and the CS are very
simlar.

9:28: 08 AM
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MR. STEWART pointed out that in both the CS and the governor's
bill with the needs-based amendnent, the possibility exists for
t he needs-based conponent to balloon well beyond the nerit-based
conmponent. There is downward pressure on the nmerit award in both
bills because it is pegged to tuition rates at in a certain
year, but the needs-based conmponent has no cap in either
version, and that is sonmething the commttee nmay want to
consi der.

9:29: 20 AM
MR RICHMOND continued; the C students are the ones who wll
benefit nbst fromeither version of the bill.

He said that House Amendnent J inserts |anguage for the purpose
of ensuring that a rigorous academc curriculumis available in
all schools in the state. The hope of the adm nistration is that
this will reform the high schools and get them to offer the
rigorous curriculum students need.

SENATOR DAVI S said she likes that anmendnent and wants to be sure
the | anguage is included in whatever version they go wth.

CO-CHAIR MEYER reiterated that he is not in favor of House
Amendment K

9:31:24 AM
MR RICHVOND said Anendnment L allows a student to attend any
certified postsecondary school on this schol arship.

9:32:15 AM

House Anmendnent N increases participation of Al aska high schoo
students in Al aska postsecondary education institutions. That is
not currently stated explicitly as a goal of the program

House Anendnment O raises the idea of wvirtual curriculum
especially in schools that are not close to major urban areas.

MR. STEWART said the caveat on anmendnent N is that, in Senator
Stevens' anendnent all of the intent |anguage is pulled out of
the statute itself. The information in N would be included in
the intent letter acconpanying the bill.

CO- CHAIR THOVAS said, if there are no objections, they will have
a new CS drawmn up this week and get it to the commttee nenbers
for review prior to taking up SB 224 at the next neeting.

9:35: 02 AM
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There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
Co- Chair Thomas adjourned the neeting at 9:35 a.m
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