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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmented on SB 109 for the sponsor.
ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:02: 28 AM

VICE-CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS called the Senate Education Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 8:02 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Huggins, O son and Davis.

SB 109- REPEAL SECONDARY SCHOOL EXI T EXAM

8: 02: 53 AM
VICE CHAIR DAVIS announced SB 109 to be up for consideration.
She indicated that no one was on line or present from the

depart ment.

8:03:12 AM

SENATOR BUNDE said he was the author of the original bill and
authored it, because the business comunity and the University
had serious concerns about <children leaving school wth a
diploma and being functionally illiterate. The busi ness
community found itself in the situation of either having to
teach new enployees to read and wite or to sinply let themgo —
nei ther a good solution. The University was also very frustrated
with getting high school graduates who could not function at the
Uni versity | evel spends about $20 mllion/yr. in renmedial work.

SENATOR BUNDE indicated that President Hamlton said that many
Al askan students needed a full vyear of renediation before
starting classes instead of the one or two classes that others
in the Lower 48 typically took

8:05:12 AM
SENATOR STEVENS | oi ned the neeti ng.

SENATOR BUNDE continued that they had discussions regardi ng what
a high school diploma should nean, and finally benchmarks were

established for mininmum proficiency — at about the 9'" grade
| evel of proficiency. A mgjority of students do pass- and nmany
of them at the first attenpt; some never wll pass, and a

majority of these are intensive needs students.

He suggested that we ought to keep this benchmark until
sonmething better is found. About 80 percent of the public
supported it at passage, and it has been his experience that
students seem to be attending school nore regularly and paying
closer attention in class since this test was inpl enented.
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He has heard questions about whether the diagnostic test
adm nistered in the 11th grade is given too |late to do anything
about it if the students are not able to pass and thinks they
should discuss an earlier evaluation. He said the high school
exit exam costs $1 nmillion to admnister, but it is not a
substantial anmount of noney when conpared to the school budget.

8:10: 08 AM

SENATOR HUGE NS asked Senator Bunde to stay involved in the
process as they work through ways to inprove it, and as they
revi ew ot her instruments.

SENATOR BUNDE said he would be happy to. He said that forner
Senator Gretchen Guess was deeply involved in this project and
he encouraged the conmittee to see if she would be avail able for
comment as wel .

8:11: 05 AM
SENATOR OLSON asked Senator Bunde if he had gotten any feedback
fromteachers regarding the efficiency of the exit exam

8:12: 23 AM

In response, Senator Bunde shared an experience. After the exit
exam had been in place for about three years, a group of
Anchorage principals cane to see him They told him the exit
exam was wor ki ng, students were conming to school nore regularly
and were paying nore attention, but it was very difficult and
expensive. They assured him that they would continue to do the
substanti al list t hey had created to help renediated
unsuccessful students who couldn’'t pass the exit exam if they
the legislature would wthdraw taking the exit exam as a
requi renent. He said the dropout rate has always been a problem
in Al aska.

SENATOR OLSON said it is his understanding that the dropout rate
increased after the exit exam was put in place, but he didn't
know why. He could see how a person would | ose hope and drop out
if he failed the exam at age 15.

8:14: 44 AM

SENATOR BUNDE asked him to remenber the exam is 9'" grade |evel
proficiency. Students start falling behind early in their career
and by the time this exam is adnmnistered they are already a
couple of years behind and often drop out anyhow. He has heard
one criticism of the exam that may be valid and that is that
students pass all three sections and think they' ve done all they
need to, so they |eave school. He does not think that 1is
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actually a problem with the exam rather wth parents’ and
school s’ representation of it.

8:16: 30 AM
SENATOR OLSON asked when the bill originally passed, what was
the departnent’s position and if it had changed.

SENATOR BUNDE responded that when this passed Dr. Shirley
Hol l oway was the comm ssioner; and she worked closely wth
Senator Guess, hinself and others. He renenbered that M.
Hol | oway was supportive of the high school qualifying exam and
felt it should continue.

SENATOR OLSON asked if she testified to that on the record.

SENATOR BUNDE replied that this is from a conversation they had
in the past couple of weeks. She hel ped shape the exanmt so when
it passed he renenbered her being supportive. Governor Know es
signed the bill. The recent past conm ssioner, Roger Sanson,
supported it as well, and felt Al aska was on the cutting edge of
educational reform since it was the only state to have enacted
it.

8:18:42 AM
SENATOR OLSON asked how many states have an exit exam

SENATOR BUNDE replied that he was not sure.
VI CE CHAIR DAVI S said she would get that information for him

8:18: 58 AM

SENATOR STEVENS said last tinme they discussed this he tried to
get the departnent to take a stand and they “danced around it”
and did not. One of their rationales was going to a Wrk Keys
Program and having a level of proficiency indication on the
diploma. He didn't think that was quite the same as an exit
exam

SENATOR BUNDE responded that was discussed when they devel oped
the original test. They considered gilt-edged diplomas, barely
conpet ent di pl omas and attendance di plonas. He worked in special
educati on when he taught; there were blue birds, red birds, and
yell ow birds. The kids knew slow, average and bright, and that’s
what the diplomas would conme to nean. The legislature has a role
i n deciding what a dipl oma neans.
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He said it is difficult to test conpetencies and the nore
categories they have, the nore confused the public gets. So,
that idea was rejected; but he has not had a direct conversation
with the departnment but staff has, and the enthusiasm in the
departnent for the high school exit exans is tepid at best.

8:21: 07 AM

VICE CHAIR DAVI S opined that despite the exit exam the dropout
and graduation rates don't seem to be any better. She asked
Senator Bunde if he is aware that there isn't just one test, but
two that have been conbi ned.

8:22:22 AM
SENATOR BUNDE replied yes, he is aware of taht, and he also
knows the NCLB test cannot be dropped.

VICE CHAIR DAVIS said the reason the bill canme forward is that
the department did not address the reconmendation by the Board
of Education two years ago. It is her wunderstanding that the
present board said it is ready to consider it and that they are
| ooking at Wrk Keys as one alternative. Many of the people
supported the exit exam but they nostly agree that it now needs
to be reviewed. Many of Al aska’s young people, even nmany who are
supposed to be honor students, go away to school and have to
t ake renedi al courses before they can get to their core program

She also pointed out that the test has been watered down since
it was inplemented, and it's now at about the 8'" grade I|evel
She asked if Senator Bunde would be willing to review sonme of
t hese issues as she would value his input. This is a high stakes
test. If you don't conme out of school with a diplom, you can't
get into many schools and a CGED does not qualify as a diplona
which is sonething that needed review also. Sone states have
w thdrawn the exit exam requirenent.

8:26:35 AM

SENATOR BUNDE agreed that they should never stop searching for
i nprovenent, but he didn't want to let go of one tool until they
had another. He said he appreciated the invitation and would be
happy to work with the comrittee in any way possible.

8:.27.00 AM

TOM OBERMEYER, staff to Senator Davis, sponsor of SB 109, wanted
to go over sone statistics provided by the departnent. He
referenced a docunment from Eric MCormck dated March 18'" that
gave sonme graduation statistics. It indicated that in the 2008,
there was a 62 percent graduation rate. In summary although the
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graduation rate has remained consistent over the last five
years, the nunber of graduates has increased for four
consecutive years. This is largely to the efforts of the
district to retain those students who may need nore than four
years to graduate. He pointed out that the graduation rate is
cal cul ated unlike the dropout rate, over the cohort group from
grades 9-12 using the nunber of graduates as the denom nator.
Statistics on the graduation exans are not high, but they do
have a 95 percent participation rate. G aduation passage scores
tend to drop as they go up higher because those kids who haven’t
passed before don’t inprove and then end up dropping out by 12'F
gr ade.

VICE CHAIR DAVIS said she would rather not discuss these things
until the commttee has copies of the reports.

MR. OBERMEYER said there packets should already have docunents
from CEP that indicate novenent in other state back to end of
course exans rather than one hi gh-stake exam at the end.

VICE-CHAIR DAVIS found no further comments and held SB 109 in
comm ttee.

8:30: 59 AM
VI CE CHAIR DAVI S adj ourned the neeting at 8:30 a. m
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