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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

9:04: 03 AM

CHAIR KIM ELTON called the Senate Education Standing Conmmittee
neeting to order at 9:04 a.m Present at the call to order were
Senators Davis, Huggins, dson and Elton.

SB 57- CHARTER SCHOOL FUNDI NG

CHAI R ELTON announced consi deration of SB 57 Version E

9:08:11 AM

SENATOR THOMAS remarked that the sponsor statement nay be | onger
than is necessary for the conmttee nmenbers, but he felt sone
expl anation was needed for the general public because there
seens to be sone confusion about why and how t he [fundi ng]

cal cul ati ons are made.

SB 57 corrects a flaw in the school funding |aws for charter

schools with fewer than 150 students. It fixes what he calls the
Charter School penalty.
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Current law results in charter schools w th under 150
students receiving 30 to 45 percent |ess state funding
t han nei ghbor hood schools of their sane size. SB 57
funds these charter schools at a per-child rate cl oser
to that of average, urban el enentary schools.

Charter schools are public schools that provide

val uabl e education options to Al askan famlies. They
i ncrease | earning opportunities and encourage parent
and community involvenent in our schools. Charter
school s are desi gned and managed by parent-el ected
boards, under contract with their |ocal schoo
districts to create a school choice with the public
school system The very process of choosi ng engages
parents and gives thema feeling of ownership, which
in and of itself encourages student achi evenent. The
| egi sl ature passed Alaska’s initial charter school |aw
in 1995. It authorized |ocal school districts to
approve charter schools in their comunities subject
to final approval by the State Board of Educati on.
However the funding systemhas |limted communities’
ability to use the law to create and sustain these

i nnovati ve prograns.

SB 57 solves the funding problens in an equitable,
fiscally responsible nmanner. It will support our
schools and districts as they carry out the

| egislature’s intent in creating the charter schools.

SENATOR THOVAS brought the commttee’'s attention to a bar-chart
that illustrates the count adjustnment per student based on
school enrollnment for nei ghborhood schools, for charter schools
under the current funding calculation and for charter schools
under the proposed funding cal cul ati on.

9:11: 29 AM
CATHERI NE REARDON, Aid to Senator Joe Thomas, presented a
sectional anal ysis.

The root of the problemis the way the foundation formula
cal cul ates the adjusted student count for charter schools versus
nei ghbor hood schools. The adjusted student count is the basis of
state funding for all schools in Al aska. The funding a school
district receives is calculated by nmultiplying this adjusted
student count by the district cost factor, the special needs
factor and other factors and finally by the dollar anpbunt in the
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base student allocation. The adjusted student count is
determ ned by the school size forrmula in AS 14.17. 450.

The formula in the | aw recogni zes that econom es of scal e nake
it less expensive to operate a |arge school than a small school,
therefore the enrollnent of small schools is increased by a
factor much higher than the adjustnent for |arge schools. For
exanpl e, the enrollment of a school of 75 students is adjusted
to 123, a school with 400 students is adjusted to 472, and a
school with 1000 students is adjusted to 1004. Charter schools
with enrollnment of |ess than 150 students are not treated as
separate schools for purposes of the adjusted student count

cal cul ation. Instead, the Departnent of Education adds the
charter school students to the students attending the | argest
school in their district and cal cul ates the adjusted student
count for the conbined enrollnment. This system nmakes the

adj usted student count of the charter school |ower than their
actual enrollment while al nost all other schools are adjusted
upwards. (See "The Role of the “Adjusted Student Count” in
School Funding".)

The statute contains brackets of student enrollnment figures; for
each bracket there is a base nunber of adjusted students
granted, and then there is a multiplier for the students above

t he nunber at the bottom of the bracket range. The base nunber
plus the nultiplier, times the nunber of students in the school
in excess of the base results in the adjusted student count.
Usi ng a school with 100 students as an exanple, the base figure
is 122.85. That is added to the product of the multiplier

(1.27) and the difference between the nunber of students
enrolled and the | owest nunber in the bracket range, which is 75
in this case; so 122.85 + (1.27 x (100-75)) = 154.6.

Charter schools are the exception to this calculation rule.
There is no base because they are lunped into the | argest school
in their district. For charter schools in Anchorage, Fairbanks,
Juneau and MatSu, the multiplier for the |argest school in their
district is .84, so using that sanme cal culation for a charter
school with an enrollnment of 100 students results in an adjusted
student count of 84. An adjusted student count for a

nei ghbor hood school of 100 students in that area woul d be 154. 6.
That is the root of the funding problemfor these schools.

9:16: 15 AM

SENATOR HUGGE NS sai d he understands the penalty of | unping
[charter school enrollnent] into the |arger schools but asked if
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she had | ooked at the differential of the penalty in different
conmuni ti es.

M5. REARDON directed Senator Huggins's attention to the second
page of the “Al aska Public Charter Schools Directory,” which has
a listing of charter schools by district and poi nted out that
Fai r banks, Honer, Juneau and None all have charter schools wth
enrol | ment of under 150 students.

9:17: 35 AM

CHAIR ELTON interjected for those attending the neeting online,
that much of the testinony is based upon charts and graphs that
are difficult to follow. He said he would try to get the
information to the [Legislative Information Ofices] LIO and
that he assunes attendees can also get the materials by calling
Senator Thomas’s office.

M5. REARDON continued to answer Senator Huggi ns’s question. She
said that Nonme has Anvil City Science Acadeny, which has 44
students. None's |argest school is in the bracket that results
ina .97 nultiplier. Homer has a charter school with
approximately 77 students and Honer’s | argest school has a

mul tiplier of .92. Al of the other charter schools bel ow 150
fall into the category of a .84 nultiplier. Bethel’s charter
school did drop below 150 two years ago and was in the .92

cat egory.

9:19: 14 AM

SENATOR COLSON asked Senator Thonmas if there is a provision for
school s that can't grow any nore because of facility
constraints.

SENATOR THOMAS said no, they will remain as they are.

9:19: 59 AM

M5. REARDON clarified that SB 57 says Charter Schools that are
consi stently bel ow 150 would increase to a rate of 1.18, which
is the per-student rate of adjustnent of a school of 400. So the
None charter school would go to 1.18. The second part of the
bill says that charter schools in their first year of operation
or that had 150 or nore students the year before will have a one
year hold harm ess period, during which they wll receive 95
percent of the adjustnment given to schools of 150. After that
year, if enrollnment does not go up to 150 or above, the
adjustnment will go to 1.18. Sonme schools will always be under
150 students, but sone schools that are generally over 150 may
drop unexpectedly and perhaps tenporarily.
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9:21:48 AM

M5. REARDON added that Charter Schools that are within the one
year hold harm ess period nust submt to their | ocal school
districts a plan for the follow ng year, which includes a

stat enent about whether they will continue to operate if
enrol | ment does not increase to 150 students. The plan nust
detail transfer plans for the students, staff and materials if
they intend to close. If they intend to continue operations, it
must contain a projection of anticipated funding, a budget and a
description of anticipated changes in the program staff and
curricul um

9:23: 03 AM
SENATOR HUGGE NS asked how much it costs a school under the
current statute if enrollnment falls from 150 to 149 students.

M5. REARDON answered that they | ose about half a mllion
dol | ars.

9:23: 44 AM

SENATOR DAVI S noved to make SB 57, Version E the working
docunment of the commttee. There being no objections it was so
or der ed.

SENATOR THOMVAS wr apped up with his hope that the conmttee wll
consider the bill and make suggestions to inprove it.

9:24:52 AM

CHAI R ELTON said he anticipates there may be questions fromthe
adm ni stration about a fiscal note. He asked Senator Thomas if
he had any comments about that.

SENATOR THOVAS sai d the explanation of the fiscal note is al nost
as conplex as the fornmulas and suggested that Eddy Jeans coul d
explain it nore clearly.

9:25: 50 AM
SENATOR OLSON asked who Senat or Thomas expects to oppose this
bill.

SENATOR THOVAS answered that he is not aware of anyone who wil |
do so.

SENATOR OLSON said he is surprised that he has seen so little

f eedback from school districts as to whether or not they are in
favor of the bill.
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SENATOR THOVAS said he hopes they will hear sonme comment from
them perhaps today.

9:27:12 AM

SENATOR HUGGE NS opined that this fornula is so conplicated and
hard to follow, that he thinks they should | ook at a nunber of
possi bl e sol utions. For exanple, they could sinply change the
overall count factor, which would drive up the fiscal note. He
admtted that it really is a problemand said he woul d be
interested to hear what others, including M. Jeans, have to say
about how to fix it.

9:28:21 AM

CHAI R ELTON sai d he has begun getting a ot of email from
parents and charter schools, as well as one fromthe
superintendant of schools in Anchorage. Her board has not taken
a position, but she notes that they are very interested in

mai ntai ni ng charter schools and are aware of the draconi an
situation. He anticipates that there will be nmuch nore interest
after this hearing.

9:29: 52 AM

SENATOR DAVI S conment ed that she appreciates all of the

i nformati on Senator Thomas and his staff prepared for the
conmittee.

9:30: 16 AM

EDDY JEANS, Director of School Finance for the Al aska Depart nment
of Education and Early Devel opnent, said the current charter
school legislation allows up to 60 charter schools in state;
only 22 are operating at this tine. O those 22, 18 neet the 150
student threshold to count as a separate site. He admtted that
the change in funding from 150 students to 149 is pretty

draconi an, but sees this bill as a way to address it. This is
clearly a legislative call, and he stated that the departnent
wi |l support the legislature in their decision.

He reiterated that funding for those charter schools that never
intend to reach 150 students will be set at 1.18; those that are
above the threshold and fall below 150 will have a transition
year during which they will be funded at 1.38. Wthin that
conmponent, he said, another piece provides that a new charter
school with 120-150 students will be funded at that sane rate
during their first year of operation.
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The departnent prepared a fiscal note to illustrate the inpacts
of the legislation, which shows that it will cost the state an
additional $174,000. He pointed out however, that the figure
listed under None is $21,796; the charter school would actually
benefit nore than that under this provision, but because the
None school district is under the hold harm ess provision that
was passed | ast year in SB 278, the overall increase in revenue
to the district is only $21,796. The actual increase to the
charter school under this |egislation would be approxi mately
$87, 000.

9: 34: 38 AM

SENATOR HUGGE NS asked if the departnment had di scussed using a
st ep-down techni que so the funding woul d be reduced | ess
dramatically for one, two, perhaps up to ten students, and the
draconi an nmeasures would kick in at ten.

MR. JEANS said the hold harm ess nethod is a reasonabl e approach
for dealing with those situations. The question is how nuch
nmoney is the state wlling to provide to small charter schools
that are operating in larger urban areas. The current nechani sm
is probably not appropriate, but the actual nunber is up to the

| egi sl ature. He rem nded the conmittee that he had provided them
with a schedul e during the previous session that had funding for
smal |l charter schools at 1.08. He believes they al so considered
1.17 and 1.27 at different tines.

9:37:17 AM
CHAI R ELTON asked if M. Jeans would be available later, as they
need to take public testinony.

SENATOR HUGGE NS asked M. Jeans to recap for the commttee the
hol d harm ess provision that passed during the |ast |egislative
sessi on.

MR. JEANS explained that if the district’s overall adjusted

[ average daily nenbershi p] ADM for school size decreases by five
percent fromthe prior year, the state will provide a step-down
fromtheir existing funding to 75 percent of the difference in
fundi ng, then 50 percent, then 25 percent until they get to the
new funding level. This is a good approach that was incorporated
in the old funding formula, but it was |left out when the fornula
was re-witten in 1998.

9: 38: 48 AM

CHAI R ELTON asked M. Jeans to stay at the table for other
guesti ons.
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9:39: 09 AM

RI CK LUTHI, Superintendant of Schools, Nome Public School s,
None, AK, expressed the school board's thanks to the conmmttee
for considering this bill. He commented that Anvil Cty Science
Acadeny in Nonme has been in operation for over 10 years now and
serves 44 students. He invited all of themto visit their
charter school if they are ever in None; it is a wonderfu
culture and environnment and is doing great things for kids. Very
sinply, this is a proposal that will help them keep goi ng. They
feel it is reasonable and will not only help their charter
school but the whole district as they educate the students they
are charged to take care of. They appreciate the conmttee

| ooking at this and very nuch hope they will give it strong
consi der at i on.

SENATOR OLSON asked M. Luthi if the factor of 1.18 is going to
be enough to nmeet the financial needs of their school.

MR, LUTHI said there are constant chall enges; they worry about
facilities and space constantly but think this increase is going
to help and is a step in the right direction. They have a group
of dedicated staff and parents and will make it work with

what ever resources the legislature is able to provide them

CHAI R ELTON rel eased M. Jeans, thanking himfor his testinony.
He said that there are quite a few people who want to testify,
so instead of limting public testinony to a particular |ength,
he woul d ask that people do not repeat testinony. If their
comment has been made, he asked that they just express

agr eenent .

9:43: 37 AM

Kl KI ABRAHAMSQON, President, Charter School Association, Fireweed
Acadeny, Honer, AK, said their charter school programis based
on a thene i mersion nodel and uses a | ot of constructive
principles. She had her sixth grade class of 20 students with
her and they all expressed strong support for this bill with a
rousi ng ovati on.

Fi reweed Acadeny has been very fortunate in being allowed to
share facilities through the Kenai School D strict, but they are
struggling. They don't want to get to 150 students but have had
to try to do that in order to keep their doors open. They
haven’'t been able to do it because there aren’'t any facilities
for gromh. It is very hard for themto know that their

students, who wal k through the north door of the school, get 25
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percent |ess funding than the students of West Honer El enentary
who wal k through the mai n door.

M5. ABRAHAMSON said that during a two-day sunmit of the Charter
School Association, the words she heard nost often were
“innovation” and “equity.” She worked on the facilities and
funding strand, and that group canme to consensus on reconmendi ng
two action itens: to pursue equitable funding and to explore
equi table access to facilities. She stressed that, as M. Jeans
poi nted out, for over 12 years the existing charter school

| egi sl ati on has handi capped the current charter schools and has
provi ded di sincentives for creating new ones. She cl osed by
saying that they are very appreciative that the commttee is
supporting change to the legislation to pronpote innovation and
equity for all Al aska students.

9:46: 40 AM
SENATOR HUGGE NS asked Ms. Abrahamson if they get the | oca
contri bution.

V5. ABRAHAMSON said they get the m ninum only.

SENATOR HUGGE NS poi nted out that is another disparity in funding
for charter schools, and the fact that they get only part of the
| ocal contribution is a distortion he has never understood.

9:47: 33 AM

LAURI E  SCANDLI NG, Assi st ant Superi nt endent Juneau  School
District, said their board has adopted a position as part of
their legislative priority package on rectifying the built-in
inequity in funding for charter schools. For a total of 11 years
she nmanaged alternative schools in the Juneau school district,

serving students who were not successful in what sone cal
mai nstream educati on, and she has no doubt that alternatives are
necessary. One size does not fit all. She said she wll not

speak specifically about the Juneau charter school, although she
noted that they do face a viability issue over the next two
years if the funding forrmula does not change. She wanted to
speak to the stability, predictability and equity of funding.

M5. SCANDLING said that in the past two years, two charter
schools, one in Anchorage and one in Fairbanks, have faced the
position of having to close due to a sudden drop in enrollnment
bel ow 150. Both of those schools have issues that need to be
rectified if the state does indeed care about providing viable
options for students across the state. It is nore than a Juneau
issue; it is an issue that affects many communities and an issue

SENATE EDC COW TTEE -11- January 29, 2009



of equity for nmany students who are seeking an alternative. She
understands that this legislation would provide funding at the
400 student school size. She said they are not |ooking to create
a plethora of tiny schools; she understands that the econony of
scale cannot afford that. She said the Juneau School District
appreciates their supporting this legislation and offered to
answer any questi ons.

9:51: 28 AM

DAVE JONES, Assistant Superintendent, Kenai Peninsula School
District, Kenai, AK, went on record as saying their district has
four charter schools. They support them because of the
alternatives they offer the students and because of their

hi story of high academ c achi evenent. This bill directly
addresses the situation of Fireweed Acadeny in Homer. They

usual ly operate with about 70 students and would like to
continue to do so; this bill would help themdo that. Fireweed
is unique in that it shares a building with one of their
tradi ti onal nei ghborhood schools. He attended a Parent Advisory
Comm ttee Meeting there and was asked why the charter school
students receive less funding than the students attending the
nei ghbor hood school. His only response was that the statute says
that’s howit is. He stressed that he is here today to support
this bill because he would like to go back to the parent

advi sory board and tell themequity has been addressed. He is

al so in favor of the hold harm ess provision.

9:54:30 AM

BRENDA TAYLOR, President, Academ c Policy Conmittee, Juneau
Communi ty Charter School, thinks this bill is the best proposal
to solve the current problemand to pronote charter schools for
the future. When the charter school bill passed 12 years ago it
was seen as a way to broaden the educational options for
students across Al aska. That has not been able to happen in al
communities yet; this bill would nmake that possible.

M5. TAYLOR wanted to explain why charter schools can’'t always be
over 150 students. Sone charter schools are targeting a smal
popul ation that will never be 150; perhaps it is a group of at-
ri sk m ddl e school students. In Fairbanks they have cobbl ed

t oget her a couple of different school progranms into one school
wi th over 150 students in order to neet the needs of discreet
popul ations in that way. Sone comrunities cannot support a
school |arger than 150, either because the community is snal
or, as in Juneau, because nei ghborhood schools m ght be
adversely affected. And last, small is a very inportant
educational tool. A small school can provide a better
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envi ronnment for sonme students, particularly students with
speci al social/enotional or other needs. Small schools al so have
the flexibility to do special things with the curriculumthat
cannot be done in a larger school, like bringing students to
this neeting.

9:58: 55 AM

MARG E HAMBURGER, Site Manager, Juneau Community Charter School
expressed how i nportant these schools are and how fortunate she
is to be able to send her four children to the Juneau Comrunity
Charter School. If she didn't work there... if she didn't live
downtown. .. she probably couldn't enroll her children there
because the school does not have sufficient funding to provide
bus service, arally programfor after school care, a schoo
counsel or or other things that regular public schools can

provi de.

BRENDA TAYLOR i ntroduced the four charter school students who
attended this nmeeting with her: Anouk Ot sea, Ava Tonpkins, Ryan
Moritz and Nick Tragis.

10: 01: 20 AM
LI NDA EVANS, Principal, Effie Kokrine Charter School, Fairbanks,
AK, supports this bill. She feels charter schools are inportant

to assist students who do not fit into the mainstream system
Their charter school has been having great difficulty getting to
and staying at 150 students. They have 93 percent Al askan native
students, although enrollnent is open to all. Their mssion is
to provide different educational options to help their students
succeed. They use the “learning style concept” and integrate

Al aska native culture into the western educational system An
enphasis at Effie Kokrine is a strong connecti on between what
students experience in school and in their comunities. They
provi de many cultural opportunities and opportunities for their
students to get out into the community. She thinks there nust be
an equitable way in statute to assure every student a good
publ i ¢ education. They are not asking for anything excessive,
and provide a service to those students who woul d ot herwi se drop
out. They also offer an early college grant programthat allows
students from 7'" to 12'" grade to earn credits with the

Uni versity of Al aska and dual credit on their high school
transcripts; 86 of their 150 students are taking college credit
cl asses. She supports this legislation as a way to bring equity
to their students.

10: 05: 49 AM
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BRAD FAULKER, Homer, AK, said his son graduated from Fireweed
Acadeny two years ago, and he coul d never understand why the
charter school students received | ess funding. Although he
doesn't see 1.18 as entirely equitable, it goes a | ong way
toward equity, and he sees it as an excellent conprom se. He
t hanked the commttee for having this hearing.

10: 07: 00 AM
ANJI GALANCS, Juneau Community Charter School parent agrees.

10: 07: 17 AM

JOHN ALCANTRA, Government Rel ations Director, National Education
Associ ation (NEA), Anchorage, AK, supports SB 57. He is going to
the 53'% annual NEA Al aska Del egate Assenbly where there will be
about 400 nenbers, including Todd H ndnan from None Educati on
Associ ation, who is in charge of the charter school there. NEA s
menbers have been active as educators and as parents in creating
a lot of the charter schools, so they definitely support SB 57.
They have 217 legislative itens on the books, and he is pl eased
to be down to 216. He thanked the commttee for bringing this

| egi sl ation.

10: 08: 47 AM

M KE FI SHER, Chief Financial Oficer, Fairbanks School District,
Fai r banks, AK, agreed with the previous testinony and read the
final paragraph of his witten testinony.

I f you believe in schools of choice for students and
parents and that | ocal school boards and the State
Board of Education have done their jobs when they have
revi ewed and approved charter applications, then it is
probably appropriate to correct a rather faulty
fundi ng nechani smthat has such a catastrophic inpact
on charter schools for what turns out to be very snal
variations in enroll ment.

10: 09: 45 AM

SHANNA MALL, Principal, Wnterberry Charter School, Anchorage,
AK, thanked the commttee for the opportunity to testify. She
echoed previous testinony that charter schools do provide

i nnovation, a chance for groups of people to cone together and
forma community for connection and col laboration. It is nuch
needed in a world that is often too big for some children and
famlies. She stressed the inportance of equitable funding and
facilities. Their school began in sumrer 2005. They thought they
had facilities in a church, but found out in June that it wasn't
going to work. They had to find another building and convinced
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t he owner to nake $700,000 in changes to the building with a
prom se to pay later. Construction didn’'t begin until August, so
they had to struggle through weeks of noving fromplace to

pl ace, teaching school outdoors for one week, spending anot her
week in one church and five weeks in another, doing their own
custodial work in addition to teaching. It was October 18'" when
they finally got into their building.

M5. Mall said they had started the year with 180 students, but
had an enrollment in Cctober of only 144, which neant they | ost
about $680, 000. They had to let two teachers go, let their

adm nistrative and office staffs go, elimnate all of the arts
instructors and ask the remaining staff to fill all of the
positions. Throughout that first year, safety was a huge concern
because they didn't even know who was conming in and out of the

bui | di ng. They had nmade so nmany prom ses to everyone... parents,
students, the building owmer... and at the end of that year they
still owed $178,000. They were able to pay that out of the

second year budget, but that limted the prograns they were able
to offer.

By their second year in operation Wnterberry Charter School had
155 students; the third year they had 165; and this year they
reached 180 students. They are doing well now, but could not
have persevered if they had not had the conplete conm tnent and
support of the school district.

10: 14: 31 AM
SENATOR HUGGE NS asked if Ms. Mall agreed that the biggest
chal | enge for charter schools, anong many, is facilities.

M5. MALL said it was a chicken and egg question, but that was
certainly a big problemfor them

SENATOR HUGGE NS said the | egislature may have a once-i n-a-
[ifetime opportunity with the federal stinmulus package to | ook
at charter school facilities as a conponent to receive sonme of
t hat noney and encouraged her to get together with Kik

Abr ahanmson to discuss that.

10: 15: 48 AM

ANNI E KEEP- BARNES, Program Director, Head Teacher, North Pol e
Canmpus, Star of the North Secondary School, Fairbanks, AK, said
their charter school has two canpuses with over 207 students.
They were chartered to positively intervene for students who
don't fit into the traditional school nodel. She is very much in
favor of this bill and excited about the opportunity it
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presents. The first year hold harm ess provision is brilliant;
there are so many unexpected difficulties during that year. She
was encouraged that they are | ooking at the snmall schools as
wel | ; innovation in education should not be limted to | arger
comunities or institutions.

Facilities are a huge problem She conmented that the Fairbanks
School District has been trenmendously supportive and has hel ped
them every step of the way. Wen a school falls below 150 it is
an inpossible situation for the district; they are either forced
to consider closing a school that opened with a | ot of popul ar
support or to fund it at the expense of their other needed
prograns. The district really has their hands tied, because,
under charter school law, the district owns the charter school
teachers’ contracts, so if they have a charter school that
doesn't make the enroll nent they are still responsible for those
teachers’ contracts. It places a terrible burden on the
district.

10: 20: 07 AM

RHONDA LOUGHMAN, Treasurer, Tongass School of Arts and Sciences,
Tongass School District, Ketchikan, AK, said she would |ike them
to consider appropriate class size, its educational rel evance
and how the funding fornula inpacts that. Their school is a K

t hrough six school in its sixth year. They would like to keep
their class size at 20, but with seven teachers, that would put
t hem bel ow 150 students, and they could not function financially
at that level. Wth their current classroom size nmaxi nuns, they
are full at 165 kids. They have managed to stay over 150 each
year but this year are at 152.4, which is too close for confort.
She fully supports SB 57 and hopes they will continue to | ook at
it.

CHAI R ELTON asked for other testinony but said they have only
about eight m nutes remaining.

10: 22: 14 AM

BETH RI VEST, parent of two students at the Juneau Community
Charter School, Juneau, AK, wanted the commttee to know how
hard it is to raise noney to overcone shortfalls in the budget.
Their parent body works very hard to raise the noney they need
to keep going. She enphasized that charter schools teach to
famlies; they make famlies better, and she really appreciates
the | egislature’s support.

CHAIR ELTON reiterated that they will not nove the bill after
one hearing; he believes it will conme back before their
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committee fairly quickly. It does have another conmttee of
referral and Finance will take a nmuch closer | ook at the fiscal
note. He assured the audience that this will not be a new issue
for Finance as they spent a lot of time |ast session talking
about the needs of charter schools.

SB 57 was held in comm ttee.

10: 24: 05 AM
There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
Chair Elton adjourned the neeting at 10:24:05 a. m
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