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CHAIR DONALD OLSON called the Senate Community and Regional
Affairs Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 3:34 p.m
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Senators French and O son were present at the call to order.
Senators Menard and Thonas arrived shortly thereafter.

Presentati on: Al aska Statehood Anniversary Cel ebration

CHAI R OLSON announced the commttee would hear a presentation
fromthe Al aska Statehood Cel ebration Conm ssi on.

3:34:39 PM

CHRI STOPHER CONSTANT, Vi ce Pr esi dent, Al aska St at ehood
Cel ebration Comm ssion, ("Conmm ssion") said the Conm ssion was
created in January 2005 and funded with $300,000 to plan and
i npl enent statehood activities. It consists of five public
menbers and four |egislative nenbers and was fornmed to plan and
adm nister all official statehood activities, set policy, and
create a tinmeline for the activities. The vision of the
Commission is to honor the state's history and celebrate its
future. The mssion is to inspire people to rejoice in Al aska's
past, present, and future. The values are to honor and cel ebrate
Al aska Native heritage, culture, and history; individuals who
were instrunental in creating statehood; and Al aska's chil dren.

3:37:31 PM

MR. CONSTANT said the Conmm ssion objectives were to organize
subcomm ttees to plan for a budget, public relations and to
create a website of statewide activities; to engage in joint
proj ects W th muni ci palities, t he uni versity, civic
organi zations and nonprofits; to initiate a fair process to
solicit ideas for celebrating the 50th anniversary of statehood
and to provide resources when possible to help communities get
organi zed; and to look at statehood and |egacy projects that
could last into the future. He noted that the public sector has
really stepped up to help.

To get things rolling the Comm ssion engaged in a nost notable
initial project, which was the creation of a logo. It is a
recast of the original statehood nedallion with only the date
being different. The Conm ssion has provided these nedallions to
communities statewde to use as a fundraising tool. Dean Potter
is the artist who created the logo and also the comenorative
license plate that was unveil ed January 2008.

3:40: 10 PM

MR. CONSTANT said another item that was released on January 3
was the U S. postage stanp commenorating Al aska statehood. He
noted that the Postal Service bent the rules by putting a living
person on the stanmp. Another project that is close to fruition
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is the Alaska Airlines paint-the-plane project. The w nning
design was submitted by a 16-year-old from Sitka. Her notto is,
"WE'RE ALL PULLING TOGETHER." The plane wll be wunveiled in
Sitka next Thursday and will be in service for seven or eight
years. M. Constant |isted sone inportant dates in the statehood
process: Congress passed the Al aska Statehood Act June 28, 1958;
Al aska voters ratified the Act August 26, 1958; President
Ei senhower signed the Act July 7 1958; and on January 3, 1959
Presi dent Ei senhower signed a proclamation nmaking statehood
official. Activities in Juneau, Fairbanks, and Anchorage wl|l
center on these dates.

3:42: 48 PM

MR. CONSTANT said the organizing events have been attended by
t housands of Al askans, tourists, and international dignitaries.
The Conmi ssion has participated in local fundraising efforts and
col | ateral materials are being distributed to thousands.
Requests to use the Alaska statehood logo nunber in the
hundreds. It's even used on coke cans. Continuing activities of
t he Conm ssion include: hel ping comunities organi ze anniversary
activities; an outreach project to mlitary deployed overseas;
continuing to work with the tourismindustry to encourage travel
to Alaska for statehood celebrations; and working with the
university, state nmuseuns and libraries to preserve and archive
statehood work. "We had sonme amazing and brilliant inspirational
activities across the state." M. Constant said he particularly
wants to recognize partnering help from Alaska Airlines, the
Al aska Railroad, and the travel industry.

3:46: 06 PM

LEO RASMUSSEN, Menber, Al aska Statehood Cel ebration Conm ssion,
rem nded the commttee that Nome was a hotbed in the novenent
toward statehood. The first elected nmenber to Congress cane from
None so it's been a part of the city's lifestyle since its
beginning in 1899 with the discovery of gold. The Nome program
was conprised of signature events scaled to be conparable to the
| arger communities. On Decenber 31, 2008 they recreated eight
stars of gold with eight bonfires on the ice. The Big D pper
bonfire was two mles long and one mle wde. This was foll owed
by a torchlight parade. He noted that glow sticks do work at 20
below and are imrensely beautiful. They also held a 49-50
celebration with sparklers and the picture is beautiful. In an
effort to set a record, Nonme decided to create a 1,100 pound
fl am ng Baked Al aska. The birthday celebration continued indoors
at old St. Joseph's Church. Senator O son nade a presentation on
statehood and gifted a franmed 49 star flag to the city. Three
nore events are planned. First is a re-creation of early None
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4th of July celebrations, second is a contest to clinb a greased
pole to get a $50 bill, and finally a picnic will take place for
anyone and everyone. He thanked the conmmttee.

3:53:14 PM

KAYSA KORPELA, Capital Gty Celebrations, explained that the
ei ght-nmenber group was formed at the request of the mayor to
hel p plan and host events and projects for the 50th anniversary
of statehood in Juneau. Capital Cty Celebrations neets nonthly
and also holds a nonthly volunteer neeting to elicit help from
community nenbers. The first event was done in partnership with
the Juneau Synphony, which presented a piece entitled "The
Al aska Synphony." It was witten in the 1940s and comrenor ated
the passage of the Alaska Statehood Act by Congress in 1958.
Capital City Celebrations also hosted, alone or in partnershinp,
the following: a desert conpetition, a wne tasting, First
Ladies of Alaska tea, and a cruise ship lunch. They also
partnered with the 4th of July Parade Conmittee, Eaglecrest ski
area, Perseverance Theatre, and a l|ocal wonen's event. On
January 3, 2009 the 50th Anniversary Ball was held, and the next
day they partnered with BP to present a fireworks display.

The last event wll be the 4th of July. Capital City
Cel ebrations is working with the Juneau-Douglas City Miseum to
reenact the flag raising cerenony and the parade conmmttee to
recreate sonme floats. The original queen and her court of 50
years ago will be in the parade. A conmunity picnic and dance
will follow M. Korpela said Capital Cty Celebrations has
worked hard to fund the events and is now |looking forward to
pl anning a | egacy project that will serve as a rem nder that the
state has achieved 50 years of statehood. She thanked the
Legislature for the opportunity to work on the 50th anniversary
of statehood cel ebrations.

VB. KORPELA reminded the —conmittee that Capi t al Cty
Cel ebrations is partnering with Perseverance Theatre to reenact
the play, "8 Stars of Gold" tonorrow night at 7:30. The origina
play was built on discussions by Alaska's political and cultura
| eaders whose vision | ed to statehood.

3:57:33 PM

M CHELLE ROBERTS, Executive Director, Festival Fairbanks, told
the conmittee that Festival Fairbanks was tasked by the
Comm ssion to hold the May 28 event celebrating the U S. House
of Representatives passing the initial Al aska Statehood bill.
Festival Fairbanks then held a 1950s style barbecue and bonfire
event with pyrotechnics. They had the first official Al aska kite
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day and held an event highlighting businesses past, present, and
future. A large fireworks show was held on January 17 rather
than the 3rd because of ice fog conditions.

Festival Fairbanks is finishing the Chena R ver walk, which
recogni zes the centennial of the city. The Fairbanks |egacy
project is to conplete the river walk by conpleting a |oop on
the north and south sides of the river. The Alaska Railroad is
the only property owner that has not agreed to be a part of this
project so there are a few details to work out. The 50th
anni versary torch was brought to the Fairbanks ice park for the
|lce Alaska world chanpionships and got national coverage when
Dorothy Ham |l was interviewed standing in front. M. Roberts
said Festival Fairbanks is working wth social, civil, and
service groups to ensure that the logo is adopted whenever
appropriate. Owher activities include flying banners along
airport road and production of a 50th anniversary wine. Cty and
borough beautification efforts for the year include a blue and
gol d col or schene.

4:01: 31 PM

SENATOR FRENCH t hanked the conmm ssion for comng to Juneau to
talk about statehood celebrations. He was in Anchorage on
January 3 when the fireworks went off and he will never forget
t he stunni ng display.

CHAI R OLSON asked when their | egacy project will be finished.

M5. ROBERTS explained that the south side will be finished this
year, but finishing the north side depends on cooperation from
the Alaska Railroad. To date they only want to grant perm ssion
to build the trailhead, but Festival Fairbanks needs to know
there is a right-of-way for the entire bike path. The state owns
the railroad so the legislature could help. "W'd |Iike see nore
opportunities in Fairbanks like..Ship Creek [in Anchorage],"” she
said. The railroad has put a lot of tinme and noney into that
type of developnment. We're not asking them for noney, we're
asking for a right-of-way that we will then maintain, she said.

CHAI R OLSON said | et us know how we can hel p.

4:03:46 PM

DARL SCHAAF, Pl anner / Coor di nat or, Anchor age St at ehood
Cel ebrations said Anchorage was tasked with hosting the January
3rd party. Working through the Al aska Community Foundation, they
decided this should serve as a kick off for the year. Sone of
the approximately 18 events were funded by the state.

SENATE CRA COW TTEE - 6- April 2, 2009



Specifically, the state underwote the projects in the anmount of
$1 mllion and the city raised a matching $1.2 mllion. He
proudly noted that $1 mllion of the match was earned rather
than raised so it didn't conpete with existing nonprofits.

Anchorage Statehood Celebrations worked with the mlitary to
present the June 28 air show and 3-day weekend that was attended
by thousands. At Elnendorf A r Force Base a 1940s hanger was
converted to hold a reunion concert wth Wnonna Judd. Ten
t housand people cane to the base to watch and AT&T broadcast it
on an international network. As a gift from the state any
depl oyed person who so desired could watch the concert on the
4t h of July.

4:07:35 PM

MR. SCHAAF said that when Anchorage Statehood Celebrations
decided to participate in the statewde bonfire event the
mlitary collected 30 tons of debris and |it it by dropping a
fake bonmb filled with pyrotechnics from a B-25. The explosion
was very inpressive. He continued to say that twce during the
year all of the living governors of Alaska were brought
together. The first gathering was a fundraising opportunity that
rai sed approxi mtely $425,000 with the sale of a Sydney Law ence
print that was signed by all of the living governors. Wth that
noney they presented a governor's |egacy dinner, which was
conpl etely sold out.

The New Years Eve party, commenorating a nonent in history, was
billed worldw de. Alaska Airlines stepped up and offered half-
price tickets to Anchorage for that week. Over 1,000 Al askans
were paid to work on the projects and over 700 artists
performed. The gala was attended by 1,500 people including
dignitaries from other countries. The gala was televised.
Del egates each 27 different villages cane to Anchorage and
participated in a pledge of unity promsing to work together for
the next 50 years in order to nmake Alaska a better place. The
next day the delegates and the Conference for Young Al askans
mar ched through town and synbolically 1lit +the nine foot
stainless steel "Light of the North" torch. It was designed so
that the four panels can be renoved for display in Juneau,
Fai r banks, Anchorage, and hopefully in the Smthsonian Al aska
exhibit. The legacy project, which is at the state parking
garage, is a bronze plaque history walk that captures 16
inmportant nonments in the history of statehood. Comenorative
books are avail abl e.

4:13: 20 PM
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Anchorage Statehood Celebrations also organized a quilt project
depicting rural Alaska. These nine large quilts and a book are
currently touring the state. The work is brilliant and copies of
the book are available. Finally, on January 3rd Anchorage
St at ehood Cel ebrations  put on an enornobus seven venue
celebration with free entertainment by Al aska perfornmers. The
econom c inpact was substantial. Over 500 room nights were
rented January 1-3 in downtown Anchorage. M. Schaaf noted that
a book comenorating the <celebration events 1is at the
publ i shers. Furt her nor e, Anchor age St at ehood Cel ebrati ons
recently endowed the Anchorage nuseum to digitize 140,000
st at ehood photos and established a fund at the Al aska Conmunity
Foundation for the 75th anniversary of statehood cel ebrati on.

4:16: 24 PM
SENATOR MENARD asked if the prints are selling for $1,500.

MR. SCHAAF said yes, and he | ooks upon it as an investnment. Wen
conmenorative prints were sold 25 years ago the cost was $500
and now they sell for $5,000. "You'll get a copy of all three of
the books, the quilt book, the bronze plaque, and this
phot ogr aphi ¢ book," he added.

SENATOR MENARD commented that it feels like there is Karma here
because her parking space is nunber 49.

MR. CONSTANT said in 2003 when he wrked at the Al aska
Humanities Forum he began thinking about this project. They
started with the work on the Constitutional Convention and since
then they have inspired many people to becone involved. H's hope
has been to comunicate the historical inportance of this
occasion to young people. At the 100th anniversary of statehood
t he young people of today will be able to | ook back and say they
met Katie Hurley on the 50th anniversary. | believe we've
achi eved our goal in many ways, he said.

MR. CONSTANT recogni zed the Rasmuson Foundation for contributing
$1 million for inmportant hunmanities projects - the study of the
hi story, the creation of docunentaries, and the creation of
interpretive artwork. This was done in partnership with the
Humanities Forum He added that the Commission will cone back
with a final report recommendi ng how the cel ebration can be even
better next tine.

SENATOR MENARD highlighted that there was $300,000 for the

Nat i onal Endowrent of the Arts in the stinulus package and she
supports accepting the noney. Art develops the left side of the
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brain and there are fantastic artists in Al aska. Do what you can
to accept that noney, she said.

4:20:56 PM

MR. CONSTANT said there is noney available in the conpetitive
funds from the National Endownent for the Arts and only two
organi zations in the state are eligible to apply for that noney.
There is $250,000 to re-grant funds to arts organizations. He
fully supports the Legislature accepting that noney and he woul d
hope that Juneau, as the local granting agency of city
government, would also take that approach. Get on board because
that could double the noney available to Al aska arts and culture
or gani zati ons, he said.

CHAI R OLSON asked t he names of the organizati ons.

MR. CONSTANT answered they are Al aska State Council on the Arts
and Juneau Arts and Hunmniti es.

CHAIR OLSON asked about the nunber and subject of the |egacy
projects that are outstandi ng.

MR. CONSTANT replied it's difficult to say because nost
communities are still working on theirs. He offered to submt a
report on which projects are noving forward.

SENATOR MENARD said she would like to borrow parade ideas from
Capital Cty Celebrations to use in the parade at the Al aska
State Fair in Pal ner.

4:23:18 PM
CHAI R OLSON sai d Nome can probably accept the Light of the North
panel if the Sm thsonian doesn't have roomfor it.

The conmittee took a brief at-ease at 4:24 p.m

SB 137- REPORT ON MEETI NGS OF BOARD OF FI SHERI ES

4: 25: 55 PM
CHAI R OLSON announced the consi derati on of SB 137.

SENATOR CON BUNDE, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of SB 137,
said he fishes but he doesn’'t have a dog in this fight. The
| egi sl ation addresses the concern that the Board of Fisheries
(BOF) neetings may not be on an optinmal schedule. He expl ained
that there are people in the Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane
( ADF&G) who take al nost a year to prepare data and
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recommendations for a BOF neeting. Once the policies are in
pl ace there mght not be enough tinme between neetings for the
departnment to collect and review data to prove or disprove the
efficacy of the policy before they need to prepare for new
proposals. This bill sinply asks the Board of Fisheries to tel
the Legislature the tinme interval that should pass between
nmeet i ngs.

SB 137 further asks the BOF to recommend a plan that does not
di senfranchise the public process, but that helps ADF&G to be
nore efficient in addressing repetitive proposals.

4:28:37 PM
SENATOR BUNDE noted that the Southeast Seiners recently provided
a letter of support.

SENATOR MENARD commented that there isn't a fiscal note and
asked i f BOF nenbers get a stipend when they neet.

CHAIR OLSON clarified that there is a fiscal note and it is
zZero.

SENATOR BUNDE explained that they get per diem but this bil
woul d not add costs.

CHAI R OLSON asked if there isn't a cost attached to a biol ogi st
| ooki ng at the proposal.

4:30: 17 PM
SENATOR BUNDE said yes, but those costs are built into the ADF&G
budget .

SENATOR MENARD said she just wanted to understand the fisca
i npact .

CHAI R OLSON asked who would cone out on the short side if this
bill were to pass.

SENATOR BUNDE replied he really doesn't know, but soneone who
wants their good idea to be heard inmmediately my be
i nconveni enced.

4:32:00 PM
CHAI R OLSON asked if he heard anything fromfishers.

SENATOR BUNDE replied he has not heard anything negative. |If
there is concern he suspects it will be sport rel ated.
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SENATOR THOVAS sunmari zed that the bill does two things. It asks
for a recomendation as to whether the tinme between neeting
dates should be expanded from the current three years, and it
asks for a policy to deal with repetitive proposals.

SENATOR BUNDE reiterated that the  bill asks for those
recommendati ons and mnekes no suggestion as to what the right
answers m ght be.

SENATOR THOVAS reviewed the zero fiscal note and the
approxi mately $300,000 for the Division of Commercial Fisheries
to attend each neeting. He asked how BOF nenbers are
conpensat ed.

4:34: 38 PM

SENATOR BUNDE said they receive per diem He surmsed that there
could be a negative fiscal inpact if the time between neetings
wer e extended.

CHAI R OLSON asked why this wasn't addressed years ago.

SENATOR BUNDE replied he would have acted sooner had it been
brought to his attention.

4:36:26 PM
JIM MARCOTTE, Executive Director, Board of Fisheries, Alaska
Departnent of Fish and Gane, Juneau, said he hopes his coments

will provide a context for the bill. He explained that the Board
of Fisheries is on a three-year cycle. It neets about 35-40 days
per year, generally COctober through March, in different

geographic areas. Meetings can run for 10 or 11 days. Prior to
1990 the board dealt with every issue each year, which was a
huge workload. Switching to a three-year cycle was a way to
bal ance the needs of the public and the departnent in getting
through the workload. Now they get around to the different
sections every three years, which generally serves the process
quite well. There are procedures for the Board of Fisheries to
respond nore quickly if needed. There is an agenda change
request policy and the ability to respond to energency
petitions. The downside to out-of-cycle actions is that they
tend to have less public input. If the three-year cycle were to
be | engt hened, nore out-of-cycle requests would be antici pated.

4:39:42 PM
MR. MARCOTTE said the packet contains a list of where the BOF
neeti ngs have been held and the pattern for the past six years.
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The neeting schedule for next year and a pie chart showi ng the
source of the various proposals are also included. About half of
the proposals conme from the public. Sonetines local fish and
garme advisory committees, stakeholder groups, village councils,
and other entities submt proposals; and the departnent submts
proposal s through the sanme nmechanism Neither the departnent nor
the Board of Fisheries has developed a formal position on the
bill, but both would like to review the assunptions built into
that three-year cycle and nmake recomrendati ons.

ADF&G submtted a zero fiscal note because there is just a small

wor kl oad to have a discussion and devel op recomendations. |If
the neetings cycle were to change, he would subnt another
fiscal note. He appreciates that the bill is asking for

background information before taking an action; that's always a
heal thy approach. Finally, he said this is just one aspect of
the BOF process. There are many other elenents in having an
effective board process. This is one of several kinds of things
that m ght be on an overall list |ooking for inprovenents.

SENATOR THOVAS asked if $296, 000 is an annual nunber because the
BOF is neeting every year

4:43: 09 PM

MR. MARCOTTE replied the information he provided is intended to
give the conmittee an idea of costs to the departnment. This is
the cost for one division for one 12-day neeting. It's not an
annual cost, but it does show that there is considerable cost to
the state coffer to prepare for these neetings. It's not a
conprehensi ve cost of a BOF neeting because other divisions and
support costs are invol ved.

SENATOR THOVAS said but this is just part of the expense
incurred on an annual basis because the BOF neets every year.

MR. MARCOITTE replied there is nore than one neeting a year.
Typically there is just one large neeting every year, but there
may al so be smaller neetings that add costs.

SENATOR THOVAS said now he understands that the board neets
every year and the neeting cycle repeats itself every three
years.

MR. MARCOTTE said that's correct. The handout of all the
meetings held in the last six years shows that the overall cycle
repeats every three years. The individual neetings vary in
| ength, but they total about 35-40 days per year.
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SENATOR THOMAS noted that there are between 200 and 500
proposals each vyear and one neeting had 258 proposals on
finfish.

SENATOR MENARD asked if it's fair to say that he is neutral on
the bill, but can be supportive in conversation.

MR. MARCOTTE sai d yes.

CHAIR COLSON asked why the Board of Fisheries is hesitant to
endorse the legislation if it saves noney for the state.

4:46: 37 PM

MR. MARCOTTE replied there isn't any hesitancy to endorse the
legislation, it's the workload. They just got through dealing
with 390 proposals and that kept their plate full. They do track
t he | egislation.

CHAIR OLSON asked if they are finished for 2009.

MR. MARCOTTE explained that they are finished wth the Cctober
2008 through March 2009 neeting cycle. He added that the Board
of Fisheries does not oppose having a discussion. An ongoing
theme is to | ook at ways to do things better.

SENATOR THOVAS observed that the language in the bill talks
about a recommendation to expand the interval between neeting
dates, but it doesn't talk about a reconmendation to conpress
the tine frane.

MR. MARCOTTE said that is the wording of the bill, but a review
woul dn't necessarily be Iimted by | ooking at only an expansion.
It is looking at whether the current three-year cycle is the
best nodel .

4:48:40 PM

SENATOR MENARD said many citizens want to have a conversation on
how t he Board of Fisheries operates. The timng is excellent and
she | ooks forward to a healthy debate.

CHAIR OLSON said the priority to save noney is admrable, but
his priority is the fisher. He asked if this legislation would
in any way affect the person in a small skiff who is trying to
make a |iving.
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MR. MARCOITE said the bill wouldn't have an adverse affect; it
only requests a discussion. The Board of Fisheries is very aware
of being responsive to the resource and the stakeholders, and
that it is a potential barrier if people have to wait five years
to get their issue heard. As previously nentioned, there ways to
deal with issues on a shorter tineframe. He agreed with Senator
Menard that the process is the out-of-cycle requests and added
that there are pros and cons to that.

4:50:41 PM

JERRY MCCUNE, United Fishernmen of Al aska, stated support for SB
137. Crab fishers are concerned about noving away from a three-
year cycle, but they are wlling to have the conversation.
There was a neeting in Cordova in early Decenber and the next
neeting, which won't be in Cordova, is in 2011. H's and other
small  organizations are trying to figure out the costs
associated with attending the neeting. They are a |ot higher
than in the old days when there were fewer proposals and
conflicts. This is an appropriate conversation, he said.

CHAI R OLSON asked how many shel | fish fishers belong to UFA

MR. MCCUNE said there are two groups that have crab fishers plus
some individuals that are in different groups that do crab
fishing. He got lots of input fromaround the state. Sone people
weren't enthusiastic about changing the cycle but realize that
it's just a conversation.

4:53: 48 PM

BOB THORSTENSON, Executive Director, Southeast Al aska Seiners
Associ ati on, said he also represents the Alaska Scallop
Association and the Alaska Crab Coalition. Those groups are not
excited about changing the cycle, but support the bill. The
change from a one to a three-year cycle was a vast inprovenent
and provided greater consistency for the sport, comrercial and
personal use groups. The fact that the |egislation makes this a
conversation is a very good idea.

MR. THORSTENSON opined that everyone wll talk about cost
savings in terms of hotel roons and air fares, but that's just
part of the cost. The nmain cost in these neetings is that
between 15 percent and 25 percent of every researcher,
bi ol ogi st, bionetrician, and nmjor nanager of the state is
wrapped up in a three-year Board of Fisheries cycle. He believes

that it will save the state mllions of dollars if the Board of
Fisheries decides to lengthen the cycles. It's not just travel
costs; it's salaries, over head, heal t hcar e, i nsur ance, and
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pensi on costs of the enployees that travel over the state and
spend ti ne.

4:58: 15 PM

MR. THORSTENSON said the current process is w nnow ng sone of
the best and brightest people. They want to devote their tine to
science and the resource, not to giving reports. He cited an
exanpl e of a manager who took a lower rank job so as not to go
t hrough the cycle again. It has becone a real problem

Public input is good but repetitive proposals are alnost
ridiculous, he said. OGsana Bin Laden could nake a proposal to
the Board of Fisheries and it would have to be taken seriously.
It's a wonderful public process, but it alnost beconmes anarchy
when soneone sends in nunerous proposals. He has had nenbers of
organi zations send in 67 proposals and there is nothing that can
be done to Ilimt those. It is part of the bill and sonething
that needs review. W support the BOF and what it is doing and
want to enable themto do a better job.

SENATOR MENARD said these scientists know they're going to be
involved in these cyclical neetings when they're hired. She has
a son who fished in Bristol Bay, a brother in law who is a fish
and ganme biologist in Nonme, and friends on the Board of
Fisheries and she doesn't buy into people being disgruntled
about their jobs because of the very good public process that
the state has chosen.

5:01:38 PM

MR. THORSTENSON responded that sonme people may have the
foresight, as in your famly, to understand that they' Il have to
go through this process every three years and upset the apple
cart. Speaking for hinself, he said that up until he took the

j ob as executive director of the association he stayed away from
Board of Fisheries neetings because they are so contentious.
It's the worst part of the job. As far as scientists know ng the
job description, that's a fair statenment, he said. However, he
doesn't think a student at UAS who decides not to be a
communi cation mgjor in favor of doing fisheries research and
science is thinking about that until much |ater when he or she
gets the job with fish and gane.

SENATOR BUNDE said fisheries in Alaska have changed from when
the Board of Fisheries first started, so it is healthy to review
current practice. That's all the bill asks.

CHAIR OLSON held SB 137 in comittee.
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5:04: 14 PM
There being nothing further to cone before the commttee, Chair
A son adjourned the neeting at 5:04 p.m
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