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SONI A CHRI STENSEN, St af f

to Representative Kyle Johansen
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PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 100 on behalf of the prine
sponsor, Representative Kyl e Johansen.
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O fice of the Conm ssioner

HOUSE TRA COWM TTEE -1- February 10, 2009



Departnment of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified and answered questions during the
di scussi on of HB 100.

DAN W LLI AMS, Mayor

Cty of Saxman

Saxman, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 100.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 04: 09 PM

CHAIR PEGGY WLSON called the House Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:04 p.m Represent ati ves
Johnson, Johansen, Minoz, and WIson were present at the call to
order. Representative Guenberg arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess.

HB 100-JCSEPH C WLLIAVS, SR, COASTAL TRAIL

1: 04: 59 PM

CHAI R WLSON announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 100, "An Act relating to the Joseph C. WIIians,
Sr., Coastal Trail."

1: 05: 23 PM

SONIA CHRISTENSEN, Staff, to Representative Kyle Johansen
Al aska State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska, began by explaining
that a beautiful trail runs along the coast of the South Tongass
H ghway in Ketchikan. She offered that recent construction was
conpl eted, along with an extension of the bike path. She stated
that the trail was named Joseph C. WIllians, Sr. Coastal Trail

However, under the current statute, AS 35.40.053, the bike path

is listed as being between Ketchikan and Saxman. She rel ated
that HB 100 would delete that |anguage and renanme the entire
coastal trail after Joseph C. WIlianms, Sr. In response to

Chair WIlson, Ms. Christensen answered that she was not aware of
any objections to HB 100.

1: 06: 38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN, in response to Chair WIson, recalled
that the woriginal bill that created the ¢trail passed the
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| egi sl ature several years ago with a zero fiscal note attached.
He further recalled that the Departnent of Transportation &
Public Facilities (DOT&PF) listed in the description portion of
its zero fiscal note that the cost of constructing a sign to
renane the trail would run between $2,000 and $2,500. He opi ned
that the DOT&PF could currently either absorb the cost or sinply
not erect a sign at one end of the trail. He opined that if the
DOT&PF could put up a sign a few years ago w thout charge, that
it should be able to absorb the cost now.

1: 09: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN, in response to Representative Johnson,
expl ained that HB 100 currently does not have a referral to the
House Finance Committ ee.

1: 09: 31 PM

MARY SI ROKY, Legislative Liaison, Ofice of the Conm ssioner,
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF),
expl ained that the DOT&PF s policy in the past few years, wth
respect to signage, is to attach a fiscal note when for the
installation of all new signs when they are required through
| egi sl ati on. However, she related that the DOT&PF will absorb
the | ong-term mai ntenance of the signs. Thus, if any danage is
sustai ned, the DOT&F will replace the sign wthout projecting
the cost in the fiscal note. She added that the DOT&PF is
frequently asked to add signs and the cost of the additional
signage is frequently fromits maintenance and operations (MO
budget . She opined that the DOT&PF believes it is appropriate
toinformthe |l egislature of the actual cost to erect a sign.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG responded and acknow edged that the
comm ttee has been i nforned.

1:10: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN, in response to Representative Johnson,
answered that a sign is currently at the head of the trail, but
the trail could use an additional sign. He suggested that the

DOT&PF coul d deci de whether to add the sign and absorb the cost.
In response to Representative Johnson, Representative Johansen
explained that the existing sign is relatively new and is in
good shape.

1:11: 47 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN, in response to Chair W]Ison, explained
that the road continues to Muntain Point, approximately 5 or 6

m | es. In further response to Chair WIson, Representative
Johansen offered that the road is paved to Herring Cove, and
past that point the road is not paved. He stated that the

distance is probably 9 or 10 mles to Beaver Falls, which is at
the end of the road.

1:12: 47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN explained that the Chair prepared a
House Transportation Standing Conmttee zero fiscal note. He
offered that one option for the comrittee is to adopt the zero
fiscal note and not adopt the DOT&PF fiscal note.

1: 13: 05 PM

CHAIR WLSON stated for the record that the explanation
previously given to her was not quite the sane.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON stated that he would nove the House
Transportation Standing Conmittee’'s fiscal note at the tinme the
bill is reported fromthe commttee.

1: 13: 34 PM

DAN WLLIAMS, Mayor, City of Saxman, began his testinony by
explaining that he is the godson of the late Joseph C. WIIi ans,
who served as a l|leader and the Mayor of the Gty of Saxman for
over 35 years. He related that the senior M. WIllianms was a
fisherman, a provider for the community, and also served as
Grand President of the Al aska Native Brotherhood (ANB) G and
Canp for many years. M. WlIllianms, Sr. died in 1982, he noted.
He stated that naming the trail after Joseph C. WIllianms, Sr. is
a great honor for the City of Saxman and for his famly. He
concluded his testinony by saying in Tlingit *“Qunalcheesh,”
whi ch transl ates as thank you.

1: 16: 03 PM

MR. WLLIAMS, in response to Representative G uenberg, explained
that he recently returned as mayor of the City of Saxman after a

t hree-year break. Thus, while he appreciates Representative
Gruenberg’s interest in knowing his transportation priorities,
that he wll first need to study and review the current

transportation needs of his community. He thanked the conmttee

HOUSE TRA COWM TTEE - 4- February 10, 2009



for its generosity in passing this bill. He comented that the

trail is frequently used by residents and tourists.

1:17: 07 PM

CHAI R WLSON explained that the conmttee would |ike to nove the
bill to the floor for action. Thus, the commttee would like to
take action on a zero fiscal note. She explained that if the
coastal trail is expanded in the future, that the nane of the

trail would remain the same as the “Joseph C. WIllianms, Sr.,
Coastal Trail.”

MR WLLIAMS, in response to Chair WIson, stated that noving
one sign to the other end of the <costal trail wuld be
acceptable to him He stated that the coastal trail currently
has two signs, one near the U S. Coast CGuard base, and one in
the Gty of Saxman near the Ketchi kan Gat eway Borough bus st op.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN expressed his displeasure that DOT&PF
m ght not absorb the cost of relocating the sign on the coasta
trail fromits MO budget.

CHAIR WLSON comrented that she thought the DOT&PF was willing
to nove the sign

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN applauded the Wllians famly. He
offered that M. WIliams brother previously served in the
| egislature, that their father was a great |eader for the area.
Additionally another brother served as the mayor of the
Ket chi kan Gateway Borough and currently serves on the city
counci | . H s nephew was also on the city council, he stated

He said, “The whole famly is so engaged in our comunity. It’s
just great, so thank you for your service.”

MR, WLLIAMS, in response to Chair WIson, explained that his
father has two daughters and two sons from his first marriage
and two sons and a daughter from his second marri age.

1:19: 24 PM

CHAIR WLSON, after first determning that no one else wished to
testify, closed the public testinony on HB 100.

1:19:41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE Johnson noved to report HB 100, version 26-
LS0428\ A, out of commttee with individual recommendati ons and
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the acconpanying zero fiscal note prepared by the House
Transportation Standing Comrttee.

There being no objection, HB 100 was reported from the House

Transportation Standing Commttee.
1: 20: 50 PM

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Transportation Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 1:20
p. m
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