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COW TTEE CALENDAR
AUTHORI ZATI ON OF ASBESTOS ABATEMENT CONTRACT
- APPROVED

AUTHORI ZATION TO GO TO BID FOR REMCDELI NG SPEAKER S OFFI CE AND
MAJORI TY LEADER S OFFI CE

-  APPROVED
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REQ STER

PAM VARNI , Executive Director

Legi slative Affairs Agency

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing, answered questions
regardi ng using Session Funds for asbestos abatenent and upgrade
of the lighting and ceilings in the Speaker’s and House Majority
Leader’s offices in the capitol building.

DON JOHNSTON, Buil di ng Manager

Legi slative Affairs Agency
Juneau, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing, answered questions
regardi ng using Session Funds for asbestos abatenent and upgrade
of the lighting and ceilings in the Speaker’s and House Majority
Leader’s offices in the capitol building.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:30: 07 PM

CHAIR JOHN COGHILL called the House Rules Standing Conmittee
meeting to order at 1:37 p.m Representatives Coghill, Herron

MIllett, Odson, and Gardner were present at the call to order.

Aut hori zati on of Asbestos Abatenment Contract

1: 30: 28 PM

CHAI R COGHI LL announced that the first order of business before
the commttee is consideration of the authorization of an
asbestos abatenent contract for a second floor wall in the
capitol building. Asbestos was found in the wall adjoining the
Speaker’s office and the House Rules Chair’'s office. I n order
to nove the aforenentioned wall, an asbestos abatenent strategy
has to be in place. Chair Coghill explained that the House
Rules Standing Commttee is addressing these issues because the
committee that would nornally address such issues is unable to
do so.

1: 31: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noved that the House Rules Standing
Comm ttee approve the bid from Absolute Service, Inc., in the
amount of $33,800 for asbestos abatenent on the second floor of
the capitol from Session Expenses fundi ng.

1: 31: 56 PM

PAM VARNI, Executive Director, Legislative Affairs Agency, in
response to Chair Coghill, explained that the funding being
requested is from the conponent that the House and Senate Rul es
Standing Conmittees control with the exception of travel, which
is covered by the presiding officers. The main collocation
code, 31924301, isn't the conponent utilized for funding staff
or small furniture purchases. She estimated that this fiscal
year over $600,000 will |apse from the nmain conponent of the
| egi sl ature’s budget. Therefore, there’s plenty of funding to
approve the contract for the asbestos abatenent. She noted that
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procurenent procedures require comrmttee authorization of funds
when the anount is in excess of $25,000.

1: 33: 27 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER inquired as to why Absolute Services,
Inc., is the only bid.

M5. VARNI said that the building manager has worked wth

Absol ute Servi ces, Inc., and Legislative Council recently
approved a contract with Absolute Services, Inc., to performthe
asbestos abatenment in the capitol building boiler room
Therefore, the conpany is on site now. She informed the

commttee that a bid abstract was done that requested bid quotes
from Al aska Abatenent Corp. and Arrowhead Buil ding Contractors,
both of which declined to bid. Therefore, required procurenent

procedures were foll owed. Ms. Varni opined that bids from the
non-respondi ng conpanies would ve Ilikely been substantially
hi gher because they would ve had to travel to Juneau whereas
Absol ute Services, Inc., is already in town.

1:35: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked if the asbestos is friable.
1: 35: 20 PM

DON JOHNSTON, Building Manager, Legislative Affairs Agency,
replied yes and noted his agreenment with Representative Herron
that the bid is so high because the asbestos is friable.

CHAIR COGHILL related his understanding that the asbestos has to
be seal ed and di sposed at an approved site.

MR. JOHNSTON explained that currently the area is quarantined
and pre-denolition air nmonitoring is performed as required. The
air nonitoring continues throughout the abatenment and upon
conpletion of the project. This air nonitoring is performed by
a separate entity in order to avoid self-nonitoring.

1:37:41 PM
There being no objection, the bid by Absolute Services, Inc., in

t he ampbunt of $33,800 for asbestos abatenent on the second fl oor
of the capitol building was approved.
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Aut hori zation to go to bid for renodeling Speaker’s Ofice and
Majority Leader’s Ofice

1: 37:56 PM

CHAIR COGHILL then turned the commttee’'s attention to the
lighting and ceiling renodel in both the Speaker’s and Majority

Leader’s offices. He noted that the Speaker’'s Ofice had a
decorative ceiling and is at a different level than the House
Rules Ofice, a portion of which wll be assuned by the

Speaker’s O fice.

1:38:46 PM

MR. JOHNSTON expl ained that the request is to use specialty cast
plaster <ceiling tiles wth recessed |lighting and pendant
lighting in the Speaker’'s Ofice and acoustic panels wth
recessed lighting in the staff office areas. The existing

ceiling in the Speaker’s O fice has the original plaster ceiling
with hand stenciled artwork whereas the House Rules Chair’s
office has a regular plaster ceiling. M. Johnston explained
that he doesn’'t want to drill into the ceiling of the Speaker’s
Ofice, and therefore he has requested an engi neer be involved
to design a ceiling joist system that would span from the

exterior wall to the interior corridor wall in the specialty
ceiling area only, from which the new cast plaster ceiling would
hang. In the House Rules O fice, the new ceiling can be hung

fromthe original ceiling.
1:40: 40 PM

M5. VARNI interjected that no new ceiling or lighting will be
hung in the caucus room or the reception area of the Speaker’s
Ofice. She clarified the specific ceiling |ocations.

1:41:20 PM
MR, JOHNSTON, in response to Representative Gardner, confirned
that the hand stenciled work on the ceiling will be saved, which

is the reason for involving the engineer to design a ceiling
j oi st system from which to hang the new ceiling.

1:41:52 PM
REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noved that the House Rules Standing

Comm ttee approve the solicitation, award, and expenditure of
Session Expenses funds to upgrade the lighting and ceilings in
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the Speaker’s and House Myjority Leader’s offices in the
capi tol

CHAIR COGHI LL inforned the commttee that the estimted cost is
$50, 000- $70, 000.

1: 42: 27 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER inquired as to what would happen if the
bid is in excess of $50, 000-$70, 000.

CHAI R COGHI LL responded that the nmatter would come back before
the conmittee.

M5. VARNI expressed hope that if the bid is a bit higher that
the authorization doesn't have to cone back before the
comm ttee. She clarified that $50,000-%$70,000 is her estinmate
of the cost and she would |let the chair know if the bid is
hi gher, at which tinme he could decide if it’s necessary to have
a neeting.

1:43: 09 PM

CHAIR COGHI LL noted his agreenent, adding that if the bid is
within the realm of reason there wouldn't be a need to have a
neeti ng.

1:43: 33 PM

There being no objection, the nmotion to authorize the
solicitation, award, and expenditure of Session Expenses funds
to upgrade the lighting and ceilings in the Speaker’s and House
Majority Leader’s offices in the capitol was approved.

1:44:12 PM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Rul es Standing Conmttee nmeeting was adjourned at 1:44 p. m
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