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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
9: 36: 49 AM

COCHAIR MARK NEUMAN called the House Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 9:36 a.m Represent ati ves Tuck,
P. WIlson, dson, Edgnon, and Neuman were present at the call to
order. Representatives Kawasaki, Seaton, Cuttenberg, and
Johnson arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HB 246- SPORT FI SH GUI DE LI CENSES

9:37:13 AM

CO CHAI R NEUMAN announced that the only order of business is
HOUSE BILL NO 246, "An Act relating to the Ilicensing and
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regul ation of sport fishing operators and sport fishing guides
and licensing and registration of sport fishing vessels; and
providing for an effective date."

9:37:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON noved to adopt CSHB 246, Version 26-
LS0929\'S, Kurtz/Kane, 4/12/10, as the working docunent. There
bei ng no objection, Version S was before the commttee.

9: 38: 08 AM

JIM ELLIS, Staff, Representative Mark Neuman, explained that HB
246 extends Al aska's sport fish guide licensing and reporting
program for two years. The legislation also |linmts license fees
for a sport fishing operator and sport fishing operator guide to
$50. M. Ellis specified that the program gathers inportant
fisheries data through the |og book program The data is used
in rmanagenent in terns of naking decisions regarding which
fisheries are doing well and which are not and provides sone
prof essional standards for sport fishing guides and guide
operators. Collecting this data allows Al aska's sport anglers
to be exenpt fromthe National Saltwater Angler Registry and its
requi renent to purchase an additional tag as well as a license
to fish.

9:39:17 AM

CO- CHAIR NEUMAN said that the legislation basically addresses
the fees that active guides pay the departnent when they obtain
their guide |og books and specifies a new sunset date for the
program

MR, ELLIS confirnmed that Version S changes the sunset date of
the program from January 1, 2011, to January 1, 2013.

9:40: 00 AM
REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON inquired as to how long the existing
fishing services license fees have been in place. She al so

inquired as to why [two of the fees] are being reduced.

MR. ELLIS responded that he was unsure how | ong these fees have
been in pl ace.

CO- CHAIR NEUMAN answered that the fees have been in place for
four years, and this Jlegislation adds two nore years.
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Oiginally, the departnment requested that there be no sunset
dat e. However, he opined that it's inportant for expenditures
to the qguides have |egislative oversight. Co- Chair Neuman
reiterated that this is an inportant program The guide 1og
books hel ps establish a record of fish novenent in the state

The reduction in fees from $100 to $50 was in response to sport
fish guides who pay to collect the data; the $50 fee seens nore
appropriate, he remarked. Co-Chair Neuman related that he also
reviewed the federal funds that [the Al aska Departnent of Fish &
Gane] receives for federal restorations. In fact, this year
there is fish and wildlife assistance in the amount of $19
mllion. He opined that he's trying to help [fishing guides] as
best he can during this downturn in the econony.

9:43: 49 AM

CHARLES SWANTON, Director, Dvision of Sport Fish, Al aska
Departnment of Fish & Ganme (ADF&G, explained that SB 246
basically specifies mninmum gui de standards and data coll ection.
The departnent's preference would be the Senate version of this
| egi sl ation, which extends the sunset date to January 1, 2017,
or the House Special Commttee on Fisheries version that has no
sunset. Wth regard to the fees, they have been in place since
January 1, 2005. The sport fishing operator and business owner
conbi nation |icense under Version Mis reduced from $100 to $50,
and therefore the fees for a sport fish operator, sport fish
gui de, and sport fish operator and guide conbination are all
$50. If Version S passes, a fiscal note will likely have to be
constructed due to the change in fees. M. Swanton opined that
the effect of the reduction of fees would be $100, 000-$150, 000
reduction in revenue. The cost of the program is $437,600 per
year and the fees from this licensing generate approximtely
$240,000 and the renmaminder is made up with ADF&G funds, which
are resident and nonresident |icense fees.

[ Co- Chair Neunman passed the gavel to Co-Chair Johnson. ]
9:46: 26 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON inquired as to how nany fishernen
obtain all three |licenses.

MR. SWANTON answered that there's an average of 1,647 business
licenses are issued and 1,882 sport fish guide licenses are
i ssued. Those are averages from 2005-2009.

9:47: 06 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON noted that ADF&G never has enough noney
for to acconplish all it needs to do. Therefore, she expressed
concern about decreasing the fee revenue when the previous fee
revenues didn't cover the costs. Representative WIson said she
likes the 2017 sunset date in the Senate |egislation, and asked
how t he sponsor woul d feel about such an extension.

CO- CHAIR NEUMAN related concern that currently there are many
fisheries in flux in ternms of their managenent, such as the
Al aska Yukon [Delta] and the Chitina dipnet fishery. Havi ng a
t wo- year sunset [provides sone |egislative oversight/review.

9:49: 57 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON enphasized that she is very concerned
about decreasing the fees and subsequently funds to the
depart ment. Since there are problens related to not having
enough fish, it is all the nore reason to ensure the departnent
has enough noney to perform the research it needs to do. She
hi ghlighted the inportance of having good data, which sport
fishermen likely realize as well. Wth fewer funds, it wll be
that nmuch nore difficult for the departnment to ensure the
research is done.

CO- CHAIR NEUMAN reiterated that there was an over $2 mllion
increase in federal funds for fish and wldlife nanagenent
assi stance and sport fish restorations.

9:51: 26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG surm sed that folks are nore likely to
get the conmbination |icense because it costs the sanme as the
single license. He asked if those who are eligible to get one
license, either the sport fishing operator |icense of the sport
fishing guide license, are eligible to get the other |icense.

MR. SWANTON expl ained that the [sport fishing operator and sport
fishing guide] conmbination license is an individual who owns the
business and is also a guide. \Wereas an owner of the business
who doesn't guide would only purchase the [sport fishing
operator |license] and have enployees, guides, who work for the
owner and who hold the sport fishing guide |icense.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG pointed out that the sport fishing

operator |icense and the conbination license are both reduced to
$50 in Version S. Therefore, the purchase of a conbination
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license is a "two for one," which he opined was the sponsor's
i ntent.

9:53: 54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON surmsed that HB 246 only applies to
commercial sport fish operators and doesn't apply to an
i ndividual who is a noncommercial operator that purchases a
sport fishing license to fish for hinsel f/herself.

MR. SWANTON answered that to be correct.

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON said he does not support doing this. He
opined that a $50 or $100 fee isn't a great anount for these

comerci al operations. To transfer this burden to the state's
general fund is not good public policy, he stated. He then
announced that he wll be offering an amendnent to keep the
current fees intact. He clarified that he supports extending

the Alaska's sport fish guide licensing and reporting program
He then nentioned how costly it is to forward |legislation
through the |egislative process, and thus he questioned why the
extension woul dn't be for five years.

9:56:49 AM

COCHAIR JOHNSON stated that for every corporate jet in
Representative Edgnon's district there is a notor hone, a 15
horse power Yamaha and a small boat with a guide guiding people
down the Deshka River. These are people for which $50 or $100
matters.

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON pointed out the fee is a deductible
expense and he would prefer $100 deduction rather than a $50
deducti on.

9: 58: 09 AM

CO- CHAIR NEUMAN rem nded the conmittee that the departnent has
achi eved sone efficiency in managing this program as the data is

now electronically processed. He then related that he has
received many enmils regarding the budget and the cost of
gover nment . Therefore, if there are efficiencies, it should be

passed on to the affected people.

9: 59: 45 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked how many guides are also the
owners of their own business.

MR. SWANTON, referring to page 2 of the Sport Fishing Cuide
Licensing Brief," informed the commttee that on average about
1, 647 sport fishing busi ness i censes, whi ch i ncl ude
owner/ operator conbination |icenses have been sold. However, to
answer the question would require further research.

10: 01: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI then asked whether the 2010 Saltwater
Sport Fishing Charter Trip Logbook Page has been put into
el ectronic form

MR. SWANTON expl ained that the sheet in the conmttee packet is
the departnent's attenpt at a | ogbook sheet that can be scanned,

which will be inposed for saltwater in 2010. The sane exercise
will occur for freshwater |ogbook sheets, such that they will be
revi ewed, sinplified, obtain public i nput, and maki ng
nodi fi cati ons. The plan is to have a freshwater |ogbook that

can be scanned in 2011. The | ogbooks that can be scanned wl|
decrease the current eight to nine nonths that it takes to
process data to one to two weeks. Al though the tineliness and
accessibility of the data will be better, the efficiency or cost
savi ngs of |ogbooks that can be scanned can't be estinmated at
this tinme.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI surmsed that every tinme a charter
operator takes a person out in a boat, one of these |ogbooks

must be filled out. He further surmsed that if an individua
takes another individual out on his personal boat, he wouldn't
have to fill out one of these | ogbooks.

MR. SWANTON responded that's correct.

10: 04: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI related his understanding from the
sponsor statenment that there is value in collecting this data
However, he questioned the true value of this data to the Board
of Fisheries if only guides provided it.

MR. SWANTON i nfornmed the commttee that the departnment has other
data collecting nechanisns simlar to the electronic |ogbooks
that are used for the average recreational angler, whether it's
a resident or nonresident. Those nechanisns include the
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statewi de harvest survey program which has been ongoing since
1977. The data from the statew de harvest survey program is
used in conjunction with the |ogbook data. For sone intensive
fisheries, the departnment also uses an onsite creel survey
program to collect data. Therefore, there are multiple data
col l ection met hods in or der to provi de conpl ete and
conprehensive coverage for the fisheries statistics that are
necessary to manage the fisheries.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI requested M. Swanton cite specific
exanples in which, over the last couple of years, the |ogbook
data was used for Board of Fisheries recomrendations.

MR.  SWANTON answered that although he can't <cite specific
exanples, he's alnost positive that the |ogbook data has been
included to the information provided to the Board of Fisheries.

10: 06: 38 AM

REPRESENTATI VE COLSON, in regard to changing the license fees,
noted his agreenment with Representative Quttenberg' s earlier
comment s. There isn't an accurate break down with regard to
what people are wlling to pay for these l|icenses and the
division isn't being given a tool to determne the nunbers of
peopl e in each cl ass.

10: 07: 29 AM

CO CHAI R JOHNSON asked if an individual has to prove he/she is a
gui de/ owner prior to obtaining a |license.

MR. SWANTON answered that an individual can't sinply say he/she
is a guide and obtain a |icense. A nyriad of docunentation is
required.

CO- CHAIR JOHNSON pointed out that a guide could prove he's a
guide, while the owner/operator would have to have additiona
[ docunment] requirenents. Therefore, there is a manner in which
to distinguish an owner/operator versus a guide. Per haps, the
purpose behind this [reduction in fees] is related to the
additional <costs required for an owner/operator versus just
being an operator or just a guide. He noted that to be a guide
on the Kenai one has to have training, go to college.

MR. SWANTON inforned the conmttee that it's a separate program

He specified that the Kenai training doesn't fall under ADF&G s
regul atory authority. Under the Departnent of Nat ur al
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Resources' authority, guides on the Kenai are required to go
t hrough a week-1ong gui de coll ege.

COCHAIR JOHNSON clarified that his point is that there are
other costs in some fisheries. The additional expenses of the
owner/operator may be why the decrease in the fees is being
suggest ed.

10: 10: 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI related his understanding that [license
fees] have to support receipts-supported |icensures. He asked
if the licenses being discussed today are different.

MR. SWANTON pointed out the fees being discussed today are set
in statute while those [receipt-supported |icenses] are covered
separately under occupational |icensing.

10: 11: 32 AM

CO- CHAIR NEUWVAN recalled that in the past the legislature has
decreased the fee for business |icenses. Co- Chair Neuman asked
if the reducing funding due to the reduction in fees is
sonmething M. Swanton can live wth.

MR. SWANTON answered that if the proposed decrease in license

fees was any other time, in terns of sport fishing |icense
sales, it mght be sonmething that could be absorbed. However,
over the past couple of years, sales of nonresident 1|icenses
have decreased. This reduction has been primarily occurred in
Sout hcentral and Southeast Al aska. The reduction has been in
the amount of about 70,000 licenses, which has resulted in a
substantial decline in ADF&G revenue. The ADF&G revenue is

used to match the sport fish restoration, which are federal
pass-through doll ars. M. Swanton concluded that this further
decrease in fees, while not crippling, wuld have a nmajor

i mpact .
10: 13: 28 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI noted that one nust report what he/she
has harvested in the Chitina dip netting fishery. He asked if
any thought has been given to collecting the data in another
manner, rather than placing the burden on the charter operator.

MR. SWANTON renmarked that the Chitina dip net [reporting] is not
all that different than the |ogbook sheets, it's just comng
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froma different source and there's substantially nore of them
The technology to directly transfer the data electronically from
the guide at this point doesn't exist.

10: 15: 11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON i nquired as to the nunber of sport fishing
guide licenses referred to by Co-Chair Johnson would be captured
by the fee referenced on page 1, line 10.

MR SWANTON estimated that it would be a smaller fraction, but
noted that he doesn't have a way to calculate that wthout the
statistics before him

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON clarified that he is trying to understand
whet her the small operators Co-Chair Johnson referenced earlier
have to pay the existing $100 for the sport fishing operator
license of the conbination |icense.

MR SWANTON answered that he was unsure whether he has that
information with him

10:17: 20 AM

CO-CHAIR JOHNSON asked if wusing cruise ship taxes has been
consi der ed.

MR. SWANTON opined that he was unsure whether noving into that
real m woul d be sinpl e.

CO- CHAIR JOHNSON remarked that he partially asked the question
in jest, but then opined that if "we can support a bison ranch
in Anchorage, | don't know why we can't support fishing in
Sout heast . "

10: 18: 31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON remi nded the commttee that the Division
of Sport Fish is charged with nonitoring sport fish as well as

personal use fisheries. The Division of Sport Fish has had
i nadequate funds to nonitor the personal use fishery on the
Kenai River. In fact, there has been alnbst no enuneration of

the nunber of participants other than by the 33,000 who have
applied for licenses. Furthernore, there's alnost no nonitoring
of the catch or the export of fish by FedEx. If funds to the
Division of Sport Fish are reduced by reducing these license
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fees, would that further restrict the division's nonitoring
ability, he asked.

MR. SWANTON replied that at this point it would be premature for
him to speculate what would or would not be elimnated as a
result of the revenue reduction proposed in this |egislation.
The information Representative Seaton presented on the Kenai

personal use fishery is sonmewhat sinplified. In fact, he
related that he personally spent six hours |ast sumer review ng
permts and checking and verifying catches, |icenses, and

permts in the Kenai River fishery. Therefore, to so say there
is virtually no nonitoring is a sinplification of the process.

10: 21: 59 AM

REPRESENTATI VE COLSON, noting that he has lived on the Kenai
Ri ver for in excess of 15 years and lived near it for another 15
years, took exception to sone of the comments. He rel ated that
from his house he can see a mle stretch of the md-river
section of the Kenai Ri ver, where utilization is down
consi derably conpared to 15 years ago. He noted agreenent that
the pressure on the Kenai River is at the nouth of it, but not
the total river system Representative Oson told the conmttee
that he sees the division's boats and the park's boats go by.
He opined that there is nore enforcenent on the river than in
the past when he would see only the norning boat go down the
river at the time the guides entered the river. Representati ve
d son added that although pressure on the mddle portion of the
Kenai River has decreased and enforcenent has increased, he
didn't believe [enforcenent] was adequat e.

10: 23: 10 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON cl arified that he wasn't tal king about the
mddle river, but rather if funds to the departnent were
reduced. The departnent has the duty to review the | ower end of
the river, which has been a burgeoning fishery. He noted that
the fishery fluctuates w dely depending on the nunber of fish
comng in on the tide. Therefore, he clarified that his point
is that reducing the funds available for nonitoring all of sport
fishing will reduce the funds available for all nonitoring,
including fisheries that require an increase in nonitoring.

REPRESENTATI VE OLSON asked if Representative Seaton was

referring to the portion of the Kenai R ver from the bridge to
t he nout h.
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON replied yes.

10: 24: 44 AM

CO-CHAIR NEUMAN related his wunderstanding that a trenendous
anount of Pittman-Roberts noney cane into the state.

MR. SWANTON agreed, but highlighted that the Pittman-Roberts
funds go to the Division of WIldlife. He then clarified that
sport fish restoration funds are pass-through nonies from excise
taxes on boat fuels, equipnment, et cetera and those funds go to
t he Division of Sport Fish.

CO- CHAI R NEUMAN opi ned that the conm ssioner has the ability to
nove funds where needed. He then asked if federal funds from a
portion of the purchase of a fishing rod or hooks go to the
state.

MR. SWANTON clarified that [the excise tax on] boats, fuel,
fishing rods, hooks, gear, et cetera is distributed anongst the
states through the sport fish restoration program A simlar
program exists for the wldlife side, he reiterated. Those
funds are fairly specific wth regard to the particular
activities that can be funded with those funds.

CO CHAI R NEUMAN mai nt ai ned that the overall funds to ADF&G have
i ncreased considerably this year.

10: 28: 00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON surm sed that if the proposed |ower fees
are passed, the lack of funds will have to cone from el sewhere.
Furthernore, the [proposed Ilower fees] wll have negative
inpacts in regard to federal matching funds. He asked if the
aforenmentioned is, in fact, the case.

MR. SWANTON concurred with Representative Edgnon's assessment,
but noted that he doesn't know the extent of the negative inpact
with regard to federal matching funds.

CO- CHAIR JOHNSON inquired as to how much in federal matching
funds are received currently and at what percentage.

MR. SWANTON, fromthe top of his head, he estimated that it's an
average of $16-$18 nillion in sport fish restoration funds
annually and an average of $13-$14 nmillion in ADF&G funds, in
terns of the match requirenment. The match requirenent is 75:25.
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10: 29: 15 AM

CO- CHAIR JOHNSON inquired as to how rmuch federal funds will be
| ost with the passage of the proposed reduction in fees.

MR. SWANTON posed a scenario in which there was a |oss of
$150, 000, which would result in a potential |oss of $450,000 in
federal funds that could not be matched.

10: 29: 59 AM

CO- CHAIR NEUVAN pointed out that the cells for the federa
recei pts and general fund match on the fiscal note are bl ank.

MR. SWANTON related that no federal funds are for this
particul ar program However, if there isn't a reduction in the
revenues ADF&G takes in, |license sales funds from angler
licenses would have to be used for this program and thus those
funds woul d be renoved from being able to be used for a federa
mat ch.

10: 31: 32 AM

CO CHAI R JOHNSON opened public testinony. There being no one
wi shing to testify, he closed public testinony.

10: 32: 19 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON noted his appreciation for what the
sponsor is attenpting to do in terns of public policy. Al though
the fees are nomnal to begin with, Representative Edgnon opined
that there is nerit, especially in conparison to other sectors
of the fishing industry, to returning the fees to their original
cost. [Returning to the original fees] is further supported
given the inpact of reduced fees on the division and its ability
to support the program and attract federal dollars, he stated.

10: 33: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON noved Conceptual Amendnent 1, which would
return the fee structure on page 1, lines 9 and 12, to its
existing rates of $100.

REPRESENTATI VE = KAWASAKI objected and related a different
procedural route the commttee could take.
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CO CHAIR JOHNSON stated that there is already a notion to adopt
Conceptual Amendnent 1.

CO CHAI R NEUMAN obj ect ed.

10: 34: 50 AM

CO- CHAIR NEUMAN related that this is an issue he has followed
closely for years and Version S is in response to what is
occurring in Representative Edgnon's district as well as other
issues in the state. Co- Chair Neuman opined that [one of the
goals with HB 246] is to becone nore efficient in governnent,
whi ch woul d be achieved by using docunents that can be scanned.
The aforenmentioned results in a small reduction of |abor and
thus costs savings, which he indicated should be passed on to
t he peopl e.

10: 37: 30 AM

CO CHAIR NEUMAN told the commttee four to five years ago, the
| egi slature appropriated $1 million to perform a tagging and
retagging and fish wheel program The | egislature appropriated
anot her $500,000 to obtain an opinion regarding the value of
sport caught fi sh. He requested a copy of the draft version of
that opinion, which was paid for by the legislature through a
capital appropriation. However, he was told he could not have a
copy of the opinion, which he charged is a public record. He
then asked Legislative Legal Services to provide an opinion,
whi ch read as foll ows:

As | understand the facts, the Alaska State
Legi slature appropriated $500,000 to the Al aska
Department of Fish & Gane for a study of the economc
val ue of sport fish. The Al aska Departnent of Fish &
Gane issued a request for proposals, which was
awarded. The Al aska Departnent of Fish & Ganme has now
received the report, but does not want to disclose it
because it wants to edit it to make it clearer. The
report fits the definition of a public record under
Al aska Statute, as a witing that is received by a

public agency and it is preserved for its
i nformati onal val ue. In addition, of course, was the
subj ect of a specific appropriation, which strengthens
it statute as a public record. The specific

| egi sl ative appropriation for this report al so
elimnates any argunent that the report is subject to
t he deli berative process privilege.
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CO-CHAIR NEUMAN surmsed then that this opinion is public
i nformati on. Co- Chair Neunan enailed [Legislative Legal
Services' opinion]. Upon neeting with the director regarding HB
246, the director said that he hadn't opened the attachment.
Therefore, Co-Chair Neuman provided the [comm ssioner] a hard

copy, which the comm ssioner did not read at that tine. Co-
Chair Neuman interpreted this as a blatant illustration that the
comm ssioner didn't want to review this. In a nore recent
di scussion with the comm ssioner, Co-Chair Neuman discussed the
i Ssue again. During that discussion, Co-Chair Neuman rem nded
the director that legislators are elected officials, the voice
of the public. He further remnded the director that the

| egislature sets policy and the adm nistration adm nisters that
policy. Co-Chair Neunman stated his dismay with such |ack of
response. He echoed his earlier comment regarding his desire to
pass on efficiencies to the public, but added that he is also
trying to establish an exanple that the authority of the
|l egislature is respected and that the voice of legislator's
constituents matter and have a say with regard to how public
funds are spent. Utimately, Co-Chair Neuman questioned what
tools the legislature has [to obtain such public information].

CO CHAI R NEUMAN concluded by remnding the commttee that the
departnment has received a lot of extra noney this year. The
department, he opined, won't be substantially [negatively]
i npacted by [Version S]. The reduction in fees nerely anounts
to a $200, 000. Co-Chair Neuman opined that the principle is to
ensure that the public's information is protected. He then
mai nt ai ned his vehement objection to Conceptual Amendnent 1.

CO- CHAIR JOHNSON requested a copy of the earlier referenced
[opinion from Legislative Legal Services] to be distributed to
the commtt ee.

10: 44: 14 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON, in rebuttal, highlighted that HB 246
applies to comrercial operators in the sport fishing sector, not
noncomrer ci al operators. In terms of efficiencies and the cost
to run the programs, he questioned why one snall portion of the
array of fees and licenses in an industry is being addressed.
Again, he stated that these fees are nom nal. [ Version S] goes
above and beyond what the Senate conpanion |egislation
addr esses. In essence, a decrenent is being applied to sport
fishing. The funds not obtained due to the reduced |icense fees
will have to cone from sonewhere, and furthernmore the |ack of
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funds won't be present to attract federal dollars. In
conclusion, Representative Edgnon said he stands firmy wth
Concept ual Amendnent 1.

10: 46: 44 AM

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK agreed that the fees are nomnal. For
exanple, his electrician's license cost $280 and requires 16
hours of continuing education prior to each renewal of that
| icense or passage of a test. Furthernore, he had to attend a
five-year apprenticeship programto even acquire his electrician
license. Representative Tuck rem nded the committee that sone
of the reasons for licenses are to protect the public and the
health of the practitioners. 1In this case, it is to protect the
resource by having accurate data to determne how best to
protect it. Representative Tuck related his desire to maintain
the existing fees and extending the licenses for two nore years
in order to continue to acquire data. The reporting procedure
seens fairly sinple and allows trends to be tracked, although he
acknowl edged the nine-nonth | ag. Representative Tuck related
hi s support for Conceptual Amendnent 1.

10: 48: 29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG related his understanding that wth
Conceptual Amendnment 1, the intent is return the fees on page 1,
lines 9 and 11 to $100.

CO CHAI R JOHNSON agreed that to be the intent.

10: 49: 04 AM

CO CHAI R NEUMAN of fered an anendnment to Conceptual Anendnent 1,
such that the fee on page 1, line 9, stays at $50 while the fee
on page 1, line 11, is returned to $100.

10: 49: 48 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON objected to the proposed anendnent to
Conceptual Amendrment 1. He then rem nded the commttee that two
years ago the Commercial Fisheries Entry Comm ssion (CFEC

stated that the fees for commercial |icenses wouldn't keep pace
with increased expenses. The aforementioned resulted in an
increase in operator |license fees. The intent of the

| egi slature, he opined, was for the fees for comercia
operations to cover the expenses of the program He opined that
the fees in [Version S| should cover the expenses, but they do
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not . Representative Seaton related that although he isn't
offering an anmendnent to raise these fees, he can't support
reducing them and creating an unfunded mandate through the
anmendnent to Conceptual Anendnent 1.

10: 52: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE OLSON stated that in the spirit of conprom se he
woul d support the anmendnent to Conceptual Anmendnent 1.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON nuai nt ai ned hi s objection.

10: 52: 43 AM

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives O son, Kawasaki,
Neurman, and Johnson voted in favor of the anmendnent to
Conceptual Anendnent 1. Representatives Tuck, P. Seaton,

Edgnon, Quttenberg, and P. WIson voted against it. Ther ef or e,
t he anmendnent to Conceptual Amendnent 1 failed to be adopted by
a vote of 4-5.

10: 53: 41 AM

CO CHAI R JOHNSON announced then that Conceptual Amendnent 1 was
now before the commttee.

CO- CHAI R NEUMAN nai nt ai ned hi s objection.

10: 53: 56 AM

A roll call vote was taken. Represent ati ves Seaton, Edgnon,
GQuttenberg, Tuck, and P. WIlson voted in favor of Conceptual
Amendnent 1. Representatives O son, Neunman, Johnson, and
Kawasaki voted against it. Therefore, Conceptual Anmendnent 1

was adopted by a vote of 5-4.

10: 55: 41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON noved to report the proposed commttee
substitute (CS) for HB 246, Version 26-LS0929\S, Kurtz/Kane,
4/ 12/ 10, as anended, out of commttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no objection, CSHB 246(RES) was reported from the House
Resources Standing Comm ttee.

ADJ OURNVENT
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There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Resources Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 10:56 a.m
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