ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE SPECI AL COVWM TTEE ON M LI TARY AND VETERANS' AFFAI RS
February 24, 2009
1: 06 p.m
VEVMBERS PRESENT

Representative Carl Gatto, Chair
Representative John Harris
Representative Bob Lynn
Representative Kurt O son
Representative Robert L. "Bob" Buch
Representative Scott Kawasaki

MEMBERS ABSENT
Representative Jay Ranras
COW TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 7
Relating to awarding the Al aska Decoration of Honor to certain
menbers of the mlitary.

- MOVED HCR 7 QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 10
Uging the United States Congress to inprove health care for
vet erans.

- MOVED CSHJR 10(M.V) OUT OF COWM TTEE

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 16

Rel ating to federal procurement preferences for small businesses
in the state that are owned and controlled by service-di sabl ed
vet er ans.

- MOVED HIR 16 OQUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HCR 7

SHORT TI TLE: DECORATI ON OF HONOR
SPONSCR( S) : REPRESENTATI VE(S) DAHLSTROM

02/ 11/ 09 (H READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 11/ 09 (H) MLV
02/ 24/ 09 (H MLV AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124
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BILL: HIR 10
SHORT TI TLE: VETERANS' HEALTH CARE
SPONSCR( S) : REPRESENTATI VE(S) GUTTENBERG

01/ 30/ 09 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
01/ 30/ 09 (H M.V, STA, HSS

02/ 24/ 09 (H MLV AT 1:00 PM BARNES 124

BILL: HIR 16

SHORT TI TLE: DI SABLED VETERANS PROCUREMENT PREFERENCE
SPONSOR(S): REPRESENTATI VE(S) GATTO

02/ 09/ 09 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 09/ 09 (H) MV, L&C
02/ 24/ 09 (H MLV AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

W TNESS REG STER

LAURA PI ERRE, St aff

Represent ati ve Nancy Dahl strom

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: I nt roduced HCR 7 on behal f of
Representati ve Dahl strom prinme sponsor.

CHRIS REID, Intern

Representative David Quttenberg

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TION  STATEMENT: Introduced HIR 10 on behalf of
Representative Quttenberg, prime sponsor.

SHELLEY HUGHES, Governnent Affairs Director

Al aska Primary Care Associ ation (APCA)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HIR 10.

MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Legi sl ative Liaison

Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA)

Fort Ri chardson, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered a question during the hearing on
HIR 10.

SANDRA W LSQN, Staff

Representative Carl Gatto
Al aska State Legislature
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Juneau, Al aska
POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Introduced HIR 16 on behalf of
Representative Gatto, prinme sponsor.

AMBER SAWYER
Wasi |l a, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HIR 16.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 06: 25 PM

CHAIR CARL GATTO called the House Special Conmttee on Mlitary
and Veterans' Affairs nmeeting to order at 1:06 p.m
Representatives Gatto, Lynn, dson, and Buch were present at the
call to order. Representati ves Kawasaki and Harris arrived as
the nmeeting was in progress.

HCR 7 - DECORATI ON OF HONCR

CHAI R GATTO announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO 7, Relating to awarding the
Al aska Decoration of Honor to certain nmenbers of the mlitary.

1: 07: 32 PM

LAURA PIERRE, staff to Representative Nancy Dahlstrom Al aska
State Legislature, introduced HCR 7 on behalf of Representative
Dahl strom prinme sponsor. She explained that in 2007, the
| egi sl ature created the Decoration of Honor nedal to be given to
the next of kin of a nenber of the mlitary, stationed in
Al aska, who was killed in action. House Concurrent Resolution 7
adds the names of six individuals who were killed during the
period between January 1, 2008, and Decenber 31, 2008. | f
passed, each of their famlies wll receive a nedal at the
cerenony in Anchorage on May 23, 2009.

1: 08: 31 PM

CHAI R GATTO noted that nenbers' packets include the nanes of 171
i ndi vi dual s previously approved to receive the nedal.

MS. PIERRE said the resolution adds six nanes to that |ist.

1: 09: 30 PM
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CHAIR GATTO, after ascertaining that no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony on HCR 7.

1:10: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HARRIS noved to report HCR 7 out of commttee
wi th individual recomendations and [zero] fiscal note. There
being no objection, HCR 7 was reported from the House Special
Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

1:10: 25 PM

HIR 10 - VETERANS' HEALTH CARE

CHAI R GATTO announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTION NO. 10, Urging the United States Congress
to inprove health care for veterans.

1: 10: 59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI noved to adopt the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HIR 10, Version 26-LS0313\E, Bail ey,
2/ 24/ 09, as the work draft. There being no objection, Version E
was before the conmttee.

1:11: 20 PM

CHRIS REID, intern to Representative David GQGuttenberg, Al aska
State Legislature, introduced HIR 10 on behal f of Representative
GQuttenberg, prine sponsor. Ms. Reid said HIJIR 10 encourages the
US Congress to inprove health care for U S veterans.
Al though there are many prograns available for veterans, the
existing prograns need inprovenent, especially for veterans
living in rural areas of Alaska. Furthernore, HIR 10 encourages
the U S. Departnent of Veterans Affairs (VA) to partner wth
community health care services. She addressed the changes in
Version E of the resolution and explained the fifth "Wereas"
now includes a reference to "post-traumatic stress syndrone."
In addition, after research indicated that having a VA hospital
in Alaska would require all veterans to travel there for care,
even though it may be better for veterans to remain in their
communities with famly, the reference to a VA hospital was
deleted from the sixth "Wereas." Ms. Reid then pointed out
that the |ast nine "Wereas" clauses have been incorporated into
HIR 10 with the recommendation of Shelley Hughes, Governnent
Affairs Director, Alaska Primary Care Associ ation (APCA).
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1:15: 04 PM

SHELLEY HUGHES, Governnent Affairs Director, Alaska Primary Care
Associ ation, inforned the conmttee that her husband is a
Vi etnam veteran and her son served three tours in lragqg. She
then relayed that <clinics across the state are caring for
veterans in outlying areas who do not have access to their
earned health care. The criteria for approval of veteran's
travel prevent veterans from obtaining health care in veteran
facilities; therefore, comunity <clinics are providing care
wi t hout rei nmbursenent. The APCA is trying to resolve this
problem but progress is slow and mred in federal red tape.
She explained that the APCA is of the opinion that there needs

to be collaboration at the federal |Ievel between the VA
community health centers, and Tribal health clinics. For
exanple, one of the barriers has been the VA's use of the
Computerized Patient Records System (CPRS). Ms. Hughes also

enphasized the need for health care for ~current returning
veterans and for aging veterans with increasing health needs.
She reiterated her agency's support of the resol ution.

1:17: 51 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH, noting that a new VA facility is under
construction at Elnendorf Ar Force Base, asked how that
facility would be defined, and also asked for its functions and
capabilities.

1:18: 26 PM

MCHUGH PIERRE, Legislative Liaison, Departnment of Mlitary &
Veterans' Affairs, explained that the new facility is a

veteran's hospital/clinic, but is not a full-scale hospital I|ike
those in the Lower 48. The facility will be joined by the
exi sting new base hospital that serves Elnendorf Air Force Base
and Fort Richardson Arnmy Base service nenbers. The two
facilities will be connected via a sky bridge in order to share
care. M. Pierre pointed out the new facility is the first of

its kind in Al aska.

REPRESENTATIVE BUCH offered his understanding the VA s
recognized as a leader in nedical recordkeeping; in fact,
because of the transient nature of its patients, it has
established and maintained a quality recordkeeping system He
noted his personal experience with the VA and acknow edged the
success of that conponent. He disclosed a possible conflict of
interest in that he has been a beneficiary of services through
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the VA Representative Buch opined the issue is not only
finding veterans, but informng them of the connections already
available in the state.

1: 22: 35 PM

CHAIR GATTO, after ascertaining that no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony on HIR 10.

1: 22: 46 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI nmade a notion to adopt Amendnent 1,
whi ch read [original punctuation provided]:

Page 2, |lines 5 and 6, following "services for
Al aska's veterans,"

Del ete: "but Alaska remains [one] of three states that
does not have a veteran's hospital that provides acute
care inpatient services"

Page 2, line 23, following "Alaska Native health
syst ent
Delete: ", which is"

Insert: "and Conmmunity Health Centers, which are”

Page 2, line 25, follow ng "Al aska Native heal th"
Del ete: "system s”

Insert: "systemand Community Health Centers'™

Page 3, line 25, follow ng "the existing"

Del ete: "conmunity”

Insert: "Community Health Center™

Page 3, lines 28 and 29, followng "wi th individual"

Delete: "comunity or tribal health centers”
Insert: "Community Health Centers or tribal clinics"
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Page 3, line 30, follow ng "Wereas"

Del ete: "conmunity"
Insert: "Comrunity Health Centers"

Page 4, lines 1 and 2, follow ng "and popul ati ons"

Del et e: "and to uni nsur ed and underi nsured
individuals, lowincone famlies, veterans, seniors,
seasonal wor ker s, and non- Engl i sh speaki ng

i ndi vi dual s"

Insert: "including veterans who do not reside in the

vicinity of a VA health care facil[i]ty"

Page 4, line 18, following "quality health care,

i ncl udi ng"

Insert: "at Community Health Centers,"”

Page 4, line 18, follow ng "substance abuse treatnent

centers,"

Del ete: "and"

Page 4, l[ine 19, fol |l ow ng "tri bal heal th

or gani zati ons"

Insert: ["] and other appropriate |ocal providers”
REPRESENTATI VE HARRI S obj ect ed.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI, after reading Amendnment 1, explained
that Anendnent 1 is a technical clean up in nature.

1:25:39 PM

M5. REID said [Amendnent 1] is inportant and works wth the
original resolution.

1: 26: 20 PM

M5. HUGHES added that the APCA supports Amendnent 1.
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CHAI R GATTO after stating that the objection had been renoved,
announced t hat Anmendnent 1 was adopt ed.

1: 26: 51 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HARRIS noved to report the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HIR 10, Version 26-LS0313\E, Bail ey,
2/ 24/ 09, as anended, out of commttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no objection, CSHIR 10(M.V) was reported from the House Specia
Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

HIR 16 - DI SABLED VETERANS PROCUREMENT PREFERENCE

1: 27: 03 PM

CHAI R GATTO announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTION NO. 16, Relating to federal procurenent
preferences for small businesses in the state that are owned and
controll ed by service-disabl ed veterans.

1:27:52 PM

SANDRA WLSQON, staff to Representative Carl Gatto, Al aska State
Legislature, introduced HIR 16 on behalf of Representative
Gatto, prinme sponsor. Ms. WIlson informed the commttee that

currently there is a federal |law that stipulates 3 percent of
federal contracts nust be granted to disabled veteran-owned
smal | busi nesses. However, but full conpliance has not been
achi eved.

CHAI R GATTO added that the [resolution] encourages the state to
honor the federal government's requirenent.

M5. WLSON concurred that the resolution asks why federa
entities within the State of Al aska have not been follow ng the
3 percent procurenent preference.

CHAI R GATTO further explained that veterans, who were unable to
establish businesses because they were deployed in service to
their country, deserve "a 3 percent edge" upon their return.

1: 29: 57 PM

AMBER SAWYER sai d that her boyfriend is currently in Irag and
she expressed her support of HIJR 16. She currently serves with
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Susitna Valley Post 35 of the Anmerican Legion Auxiliary and
characterized it as "amazing" to see the veterans on Veteran's
Day. There are plenty of disabled veterans who al ready have
enough difficulties to deal with, such as mnedical problens and
educational problenms. M. Sawer shared that her father, who is
a disabled veteran, asked her to testify and thank the sponsor
for this resolution.

1: 33: 38 PM

CHAIR GATTO, after ascertaining that no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony on HIR 16.

1:33:42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HARRIS noved to report HIR 16 out of committee
with individual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HIR 16 was reported from the
House Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.
1:33: 59 PM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 1:34 p. m
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