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Representative Carl Gatto, Chair
Representative John Harris
Representati ve Bob Lynn
Representative Kurt O son
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Representati ve Jay Ranras
COW TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO. 99

"An Act relating to providing a death certificate for a deceased
veteran wthout charge; relating to a program to honor the
menory of a deceased veteran; and providing for an effective
date."

- MOVED CSHB 99(M.V) QUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 5(FIN)

Urging the United States Departnent of Defense to continue to
provide retirenent benefits for menbers  of the Al aska
Territorial Guard who served during World War 1|1.

- MOVED CSSJR 5(FIN) OUT OF COWMWM TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 97

"An Act authorizing the Departnent of MIlitary and Veterans'
Affairs to establish and maintain Alaska veterans' ceneteries,
establishing the Alaska veterans' cenetery fund in the general
fund, and authorizing appropriation of income from fees for
special request plates conmmenorating Al aska veterans to that
cenetery fund."

- MOVED HB 97 OUT OF COW TTEE

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
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BILL: HB 99
SHORT TI TLE: DECEASED VETERAN DEATH CERTI FI CATE/ HONOR
SPONSOR(S): STATE AFFAI RS

01/ 28/ 09 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 28/ 09 (H) MLV, STA, FIN
02/ 17/ 09 (H) MLV AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

BILL: SJR 5
SHORT TITLE: AK TERRI TORI AL GUARD RETI REMENT BENEFI TS
SPONSOR( S): RULES

01/ 28/ 09 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS

01/ 28/ 09 (S) FI'N

02/ 03/ 09 (S) FIN AT 9:00 AM SENATE FI NANCE 532

02/ 03/ 09 (S) Moved CSSJR 5(FIN) Qut of Committee

02/ 03/ 09 (S) M NUTE( FI N)

02/ 04/ 09 (S) FIN RPT CS 7DP NEW TI TLE

02/ 04/ 09 (S) DP:  HOFFMAN, STEDMAN, ELTON, HUGG NS,
THOVAS, OLSON, ELLIS

02/ 04/ 09 (S) TRANSM TTED TO (H)

02/ 04/ 09 (S) VERSI ON:  CSSJR 5( FI N)

02/ 06/ 09 (H) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS

02/ 06/ 09 (H) MV, STA

02/ 17/ 09 (H) MLV AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

BILL: HB 97
SHORT TI TLE: STATE VETERANS CEMETERY & FUND
SPONSCR( S) : REPRESENTATI VE(S) GUTTENBERG

01/ 28/ 09 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 28/ 09 (H M.V, STA, FIN
02/ 17/ 09 (H M.V AT 1:00 PM BARNES 124

W TNESS REG STER

McHUGH Pl ERRE, Director of Communications

Legi sl ative Liaison

O fice of the Conm ssioner/ Adjutant General
Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA)
Fort Ri chardson, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 99.

KAREN SAWYER, St aff
Senator Charlie Huggins
Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SJR 5 on behalf of the sponsor,
the Senate Rules Standing Commttee, which is chaired by Senator
Huggi ns.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVI D GUTTENBERG

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HB 97.

STACY QATES, Admi nistrative Manager

Director's Ofice

Depart ment of Mbdtor Vehicles (DW)

Department of Adm nistration (DOA)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to questions during discussion of
HB 97.

TI M WHEELER, Presi dent

Al aska Vet erans Business Alliance (AVBA)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 97.

PAT LUBY, Advocacy Director

AARP Al aska

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 97.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 01: 52 PM

CHAIR CARL GATTO called the House Special Conmttee on Mlitary
and Veterans' Affairs nmeeting to order at 1:01 p.m
Representatives Gatto, Lynn, dson, Buch, and Kawasaki were
present at the call to order. Representative Harris arrived as

the nmeeting was in progress.

HB 99 - DECEASED VETERAN DEATH CERTI FI CATE/ HONCR

1: 02: 40 PM

CHAI R GATTO announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 99, "An Act relating to providing a death
certificate for a deceased veteran w thout charge; relating to a
program to honor the nenory of a deceased veteran; and providing
for an effective date.”
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1: 02: 59 PM

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN noved to adopt the proposed commttee
substitute (CS) for HB 99, Version 26-LS0010\E, Bullard, 2/4/009,
as the work draft. There being no objection, Version E was
before the commttee.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN, speaking as chair of the House State
Affairs Standing Commttee, sponsor of HB 99, explained that
HB 99 provides a certified death certificate, wthout cost, to
t he surviving spouse, next of kin, or other eligible relative of
a deceased veteran. The adoption of HB 99 is one nore thing
that can and should be done to honor Alaska's veterans and to
help their famlies when the veteran passes away. He noted that
Version E no |onger contains reference to a proposed governor's
menorial certificate program and that this type of |egislation

was introduced in both the Twenty-fourth Alaska State
Legislature and the Twenty-fifth Alaska State Legislature.
Characterizing HB 99 as a good and appropriate bill, he asked

for the commttee's favorabl e consi derati on of HB 99.
1: 04: 58 PM

McHUGH PIERRE, Director of Communications, Legislative Liaison,
Ofice of the Conm ssioner/Adjutant Ceneral, Departnent of
Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA), said that the DWA worked
with the sponsor and fully supports HB 99. Characterizing the
bill as comendable, he nentioned that his grandfather was a
lifelong veteran who recently passed away, and that had
| egislation such as HB 99 been in effect at the tinme of his
grandfather's passing, it would have hel ped his grandnother. In
response to a question regarding the list - |ocated on page 3,
lines 2-8 - of mlitary units in which one nust have served in
order to be eligible for the death certificate authorized by HB
99, he offered his belief that that list is sufficient to
capture everyone it ought to.

CHAIR GATTO surm sed that a person could have served in nore
t han one of the enunerated mlitary units.

MR. Pl ERRE concurr ed.
CHAIR GATTO noted that the bill contains a definition of
"veteran" [for purposes of proposed AS 18.50.320(7)], and an

i mredi ate effective date. After ascertaining that no one else
wi shed to testify, he closed public testinony on HB 99.
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1: 08: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN noved to report the proposed CS for HB 99,
Version 26-LS0010\E, Bullard, 2/4/09, out of <conmittee wth
i ndi vi dual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.
There being no objection, CSHB 99(M.V) was reported from the
House Special Comrittee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

SJR 5 - AK TERRI TORI AL GUARD RETI REMENT BENEFI TS

1: 08: 24 PM

CHAI R GATTO announced that the next order of business would be
CS FOR SENATE JO NT RESOLUTION NO. 5(FIN), Uging the United
States Departnment of Defense to continue to provide retirenent
benefits for nmenbers of the Al aska Territorial Guard who served
during World War 1I1.

1: 09: 20 PM

KAREN SAWER, Staff, Senator Charlie Huggins, Al aska State
Legislature, in presenting SJR 5 on behalf of the sponsor - the
Senate Rules Standing Committee, which is chaired by Senator
Huggins - began by explaining that nenbers of the Al aska
Territorial Guard ("ATG') defended the Al aska coastline fromthe
Japanese during WANI, and that nost of the 6,368 ATG nenbers
were Alaska Natives ranging in age from 12 to 80. The
contribution of these guard nmenbers to the U S. mlitary was not
acknow edged until 2000, when they were finally granted U. S
veteran status by law, though by that tinme there were only a few
hundred such guard nenbers still alive. However, in January
2009, because of a legal interpretation regarding whether ATG
service qualified towards mlitary retirenent benefits, the U S.
Arnmy decided to stop paying retirenent benefits to the 26 ATG
menbers who were receiving them Most of these 26 veterans are
in their 80s and are living in rural comunities, where w nter
is bitterly cold, resources are scarce, and the cost of heating
oil is extrenely high.

M5. SAWER said that when news of the Arny's decision to stop
paying retirenent benefits to ATG nenbers reached [the public],
it engendered a critical response towards both the Arny and
Congress, and Alaska's congressional delegation inmediately
brought the situation to the attention of the President and the
rest of Congress. A few weeks later, the Arny decided that it
woul d pay 60-days’ worth of retirenment benefits to the 26 ATG
menbers out of an energency fund until the matter could be
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i nvestigated further. Senate Joint Resolution 5 urges the U S
Department of Defense (DOD) to continue to provide retirenent
benefits to ATG nenbers; supports federal legislation on this
matter recently introduced by Al aska's congressional del egation;
and urges the DOD to continue paying the aforenmentioned benefits

out of the energency fund until the Arny either reverses its
initial decision to stop paynents or the federal 1|egislation
passes. I n conclusion, she asked that the resolution be passed

fromcommttee.

1:12: 05 PM

CHAI R GATTO asked whether there is any reason to believe that
the Arny will reverse its initial decision, given that it was

made based on a legal interpretation.

M5. SAWER relayed that there are those who say there is a

chance the Arny wll reverse its decision; however, the
i kelihood that such would happen during the current 60-day
extension is slim Furthernore, should the aforenentioned
federal legislation pass, it wouldn't take effect until after

the 26 ATG nmenbers are no longer receiving the tenporary
paynents unless the Arny continues to make such paynents beyond
the current 60-day extension.

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH expressed favor with SIJR 5.

CHAIR GATTO after ascertaining that no one else wished to
testify, closed public testinony on SJR 5.

M5. SAWER, in response to a question, said that the 26 ATG
menbers are all living in Al aska, though there are an additional
30 ATG nenbers who are going through the application process.
It has taken a long tine for the nenbers of the ATG to be found,
so there mght also be others who could be affected by the
current situation.

1:14: 56 PM

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN nmoved to report CSSIJR 5(FIN out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
zero fiscal note. There being no objection, CSSIJR 5(FIN) was
reported from the House Special Committee on Mlitary and
Veterans' Affairs.

HB 97 - STATE VETERANS CEMETERY & FUND
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1:15: 23 PM

CHAI R GATTO announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 97, "An Act authorizing the Departnent of
Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs to establish and maintain Al aska
veterans' ceneteries, establishing the Al aska veterans' cenetery
fund in the general fund, and authorizing appropriation of
income from fees for special request plates commenorating Al aska
veterans to that cenetery fund."

1:15: 46 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAVID GUTTENBERG Al aska State Legislature,
sponsor, indicated that research engendered by [a constituent's
request] led himto discover that although Alaska is ineligible
for another national cenetery, the State Cenetery G ants Program
was established by the U S. Departnent of Veterans Affairs (VA
with the goal of having a veterans' cenetery within 75 mles of
90 percent of the country's veterans. Legislation simlar to
HB 97 has passed the House tw ce, and although Fairbanks is
currently the only comunity that would be eligible under the
federal program HB 97 is not specific with regard to |ocation.
He relayed that his office has witten a grant to the VA and
t he governor has put $200,000 into the budget for "this," adding
his hope that this legislation will pass both the House and
Senate this tine. Al criteria regarding who can be buried in a
state veterans' cenetery would be established by the VA, which
woul d pay 100 percent of the costs of establishing the cenetery,
and the state would then be responsible for naintenance of the
cenetery.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG, in response to questions, explained
that the VA provides an allotnent of $300 for internnent; that
the VA considers 20 acres to be the optinmum size for such a
cenetery; that in part, HB 97 authorizes the use of fees
generated by the Alaska' s veterans' commenorative |icense plate
program for the purposes of a state veterans' cenetery; that he
does not know why previous versions of the legislation did not
pass the Senate; and that he doesn't know whether there is
sufficient roomfor such a cenetery at Fort Ri chardson, Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VE HARRIS indicated that he is anenable to having
such a cenetery in a different |ocation.

CHAIR GATTO opined that such ceneteries should be located in

different |ocations around the state since Alaska' s veterans
cone fromdifferent | ocations.
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REPRESENTATI VE HARRI S sai d he supports HB 97.
1:24:41 PM

STACY  OATES, Adm ni strative Manager , Director's Ofice,
Department of Mdtor Vehicles (DW), Departnent of Adm nistration
(D), in response to a question, explained that under [current
statute], the DW reports the anount of the fees it receives for
veterans' comenorative license plates to the Division of
Fi nance, and keeps a record of how nmuch noney is collected for
those specific license plates; that nobney, which goes into the
general fund (GF), is then available for appropriation for
veterans' issues and veterans' prograns, and, under the bill,
that nmoney would then also be available for appropriation for a
veterans cenetery fund.

REPRESENTATI VE HARRI S pointed out that all funds in the G- are
avail able for appropriation; that wunder the Alaska State
Constitution, there shall be no dedicated funds; and that HB 97
nmerely establishes a guideline for what fees from veterans'
commenorative |license plates m ght be appropriated for.

1: 27: 14 PM

TIM WHEELER, President, Alaska Veterans Business Alliance
(AVBA), after indicating that nenbers' packets should include a
letter from R c Davidge, relayed that he supports HB 97,
characterizing it as the right thing to do and as a way of
t hanki ng veterans for their service to the country. He added
that it would be fair for Fairbanks to be the location of a
state veterans' cenetery so that famly nmenbers won't have to
drive all the way to Anchorage to visit their buried | oved ones.
He expressed his hope that nenbers will support HB 97 and nove
it fromcommttee.

1:28: 08 PM

PAT LUBY, Advocacy Director, AARP Al aska, explained that the
AARP has a large nunber of veterans anmong its nmenbership, and
that one of the greatest honors that can be afforded a veteran
and his/her famly is a final resting place in a veterans'
cenetery. However, such famlies would prefer to have a
cenetery that is close to them and HB 97 will offer many Al aska
veterans and their famlies that opportunity via the future
devel opnment of one or nore new ceneteries - hopefully in the
Interior, he added. In conclusion, he said that the AARP
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strongly supports HB 97, and, as a veteran hinself, that he is
requesti ng passage of HB 97 for the benefit of all veterans. In
response to a question, he relayed that conpared to any other
state, Al aska has the hi ghest per capita nunber of veterans.

CHAIR GATTO after ascertaining that no one else wished to
testify, closed public testinony on HB 97.

1:30: 28 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HARRIS noved to report HB 97 out of comittee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 97 was reported from the
House Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

1: 30: 46 PM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adjourned at 1:30 p.m
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