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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:43: 08 PM

CHAIR CARL GATTO called the House Special Conmttee on Mlitary
and Veterans' Affairs nmeeting to order at 1:43 p.m
Representatives Gatto, Lynn, dson, Ranras, and Buch were

present at the call to order.

HIR 12 - GROUND- BASED M DCOURSE DEFENSE SYSTEM

1:43: 40 PM

CHAI R GATTO announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTION NO 12, Relating to the G ound-based
M dcour se Defense System

1:43: 51 PM

ANGELA BLANCHARD, Staff, Representative Nancy Dahlstrom Al aska
State Legislature, on behalf of Representative Dahlstrom
sponsor, asked the conmttee for its support of HIR 12, which
urges Congress to [provide the necessary funding for the ongoing
devel opnent, operation, and naintenance] of the G ound-based
M dcourse Defense System which is one of the country's lines of
defense against foreign ballistic mssile threats. The
programis first interceptors were placed at Fort Geely, Al aska,
in 2004, and have the capability of intercepting and destroying
a mssile md-air. The nation's defense of its citizens is the
primary reason to continue financing this program though its
econom ¢ inpact on Alaska is substantial in that it brings $250
mllion into the state as well provides over 700 jobs, 200 of
which are at Fort Geely itself. The mlitary continues to
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pronote the Gound-based M dcourse Defense System as a
successful program as recently as 2008, the G ound-based
M dcourse Defense System at Fort Geely successfully intercepted
a mssile launched from Kodi ak. In conclusion, she indicated
that the Gound-based M dcourse Defense System is supported by
Al aska' s congressional del egati on.

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS di scl osed a possible conflict of interest
in that [his conpany] conducts a |ot of business with Boeing and
with a lot of "ground m ssile defense entities.”

VB. BLANCHARD, in response to a question, of fered her
understanding that the progranis nobst recent [test] was
successful .

1: 48: 21 PM

McHUGH PIERRE, Director of Communications, Legislative Liaison,
Ofice of the Conm ssioner/Adjutant GCeneral, Departnent of
Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA), said that the G ound-based
M dcourse Defense System has been successful with a nunber of
test |aunches. A radar system was set up in Juneau; mssiles
were sent from Kodiak to sinmulate a mssile [aunch fromthe area
of North Korea; and interceptors were |aunched from Vandenberg
Air Force Base in California. What occurred was an "inertia
destruction of the attack vehicle,” in that a solid object was
| aunched, was guided by radar, and collided with the attack
vehicle in space. In conclusion, he relayed that the DWA
supports HIR 12, and urges the commttee and the legislature to
support it as well because of its economc inpact on Al aska's
communities, and because it provides training and |ongevity for
t he guard nenbers invol ved.

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS characterized the G ound-based M dcourse
Def ense System as being good for Al aska, the country, and for
the safety of the world.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN relayed that he's been to Fort Geely, was
inpressed with the professionalism of the activities occurring
there, and had the opportunity to watch a simulation of a
m ssile intercept, which he characterized as sophi sti cat ed.

1:51: 48 PM
BRI GADl ER  GENERAL JULIO (RANDY) BANEZ, Assistant Adjutant

Ceneral, Space and Mssile Defense, Al aska Arny National Guard
(AK ARNG), Departnent of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA),
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relayed that the ground missile defense system is the
cornerstone of the US. Mssile Defense Agency's nultilayered
mssile defense architecture. Gound mssile defense is
designed to detect, track, discrimnate, intercept, and destroy
long- and internediate-range ballistic mssiles during the
m dcourse - the exoatnospheric - phase of flight. The weapon
system consi sts of land-, sea-, and space-based sensors, conmand
and control operations, and silo-based interceptors, which are
| ocated at Vandenberg Air Force Base in California and Fort
Greely in Al aska.

BRI GADI ER GENERAL BANEZ said the econom c inpact of this program

on Alaska is significant, accounting for over $65 mllion in
economc activity in salaries and expenditures annually from
Fort Geely. The mlitary built a new public library and an
el ementary school in Delta Junction a few years ago, and
currently there are several "quality of life" projects at Fort
G eely. This sumrer "we" will start building 126 new hones,
taki ng about six years to conplete; a new community center and a
fire station will break ground next year with an estinmated
conpletion time of two years; and a total of over $75 mllion in

buil ding projects are progranmmed for the next several years.

BRI GADI ER GENERAL BANEZ said that additionally, Fort Geely is
programmed to continue to inprove the mnmissile field wth
hundreds of mllions of dollars for a future power plant in
2009/ 2010, and for additional silos. During a recent interview,
he noted, Delta Junction mayor, Mary Leith-Dow ing, acknow edged
that the City of Delta Junction and the nmilitary enjoy a strong
rel ati onship. Today, he continued, roughly 200 soldiers of "the
49th Mssile Defense Battalion, your Alaska guardsman," operate
the ground mssile defense system 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
365 days a year in order to defend the honeland of 300 mllion
Aneri cans. Wth the AK ARNG manning and protecting the mssile
defense system Alaska is playing a critical role, as well as a
high-visibility role, in the defense of America and in world
affairs.

MR. PIERRE, in response to a question, explained that although
at one tinme Fort Geely had been scheduled for closure,
groundbreaki ng and construction activity for the G ound-based
M dcour se Defense System instead began in 2002/ 2003.

1:55: 31 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN noved to report HIR 12 out of commttee with
i ndi vidual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.
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There being no objection, HIR 12 was reported from the House
Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

1: 56: 24 PM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Special Committee on MIlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 1:56 p.m
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