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HOUSE BI LL NO. 108
“"An Act relating to real property foreclosures, to the sale of
property on execution, and to deeds of trust."

- MOVED CSHB 108(JUD) QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 193

"An Act relating to representation by a legislator or
| egislative enployee of another person in an admnistrative
hearing; relating to charity events under the Legislative Ethics
Act; requiring conpensation of public nenbers of the Select
Conmittee on Legislative Ethics; exenpting certain information
from disclosure requirenments of the Legislative Ethics Act;
relating to the selection of alternate nenbers and the
participation of mnenbers and alternate nenbers in fornal
proceedings of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics and
its subconmttees; and defining 'constituent,' 'constituent
service,' 'legislative purpose,' 'nonlegislative purpose,’ and
"private benefit' for the purposes of the Legislative Ethics
Act."

- MOVED CSHB 193(JUD) QUT OF COW TTEE
HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 13

Proposi ng anmendnents to the Constitution of the State of Al aska
to correct obsolete references to the office of secretary of
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state by substituting references to the office of |ieutenant
gover nor.

- MOVED HIR 13 OQUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON NO. 2

Proposi ng amendnents to the Constitution of the State of Al aska
to avoid the use of personal pronouns and simlar references
t hat denote masculine or fem nine gender in that docunent.

- MOVED HIR 2 QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 108

SHORT TI TLE: PROPERTY FORECLOSURES AND EXECUTI ONS
SPONSOR( S) :  REPRESENTATI VE(S) RAMRAS

02/ 02/ 09 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

02/ 02/ 09 (H) L&C, JUD

02/ 23/ 09 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM BARNES 124

02/ 23/ 09 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 23/ 09 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 13/ 09 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM BARNES 124

03/ 13/ 09 (H) -- MEETI NG CANCELED - -

03/ 16/ 09 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM BARNES 124

03/ 16/ 09 (H) Moved CSHB 108(L&C) Qut of Committee

03/ 16/ 09 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 18/ 09 (H) L&C RPT CS(L&C) 1DP 5NR

03/ 18/ 09 (H) DP: CHENAULT

03/ 18/ 09 (H) NR: BUCH, COGHI LL, NEUNMAN, HOLMES,
OLSON

03/ 25/ 09 (H) JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 25/ 09 (H) Schedul ed But Not Heard

03/ 30/ 09 (H) JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 30/ 09 (H) Heard & Hel d

03/ 30/ 09 (H) M NUTE( JUD)

04/ 03/ 09 (H) JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

BILL: HB 193

SHORT TITLE: LEG SLATI VE ETH CS ACT
SPONSOR(S) : REPRESENTATI VE('S) COGHI LL

03/ 18/ 09 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

03/ 18/ 09 (H STA, JUD

03/ 24/ 09 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 24/ 09 (H Heard & Hel d; Assigned to Subconmmittee
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03/ 24/ 09 (H M NUTE( STA)

03/ 26/ 09 (H STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 26/ 09 (H) Moved CSHB 193(STA) Qut of Committee
03/ 26/ 09 (H M NUTE( STA)

03/ 27/ 09 (H) STA RPT CS(STA) NT 4DP 1AM

03/ 27/ 09 (H) DP: JOHNSON, SEATON, W LSON, LYNN
03/ 27/ 09 (H AM  GRUENBERG

03/ 28/ 09 (H) STA AT 10: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 28/ 09 (H) -~ MEETI NG CANCELED - -

03/ 30/ 09 (H FI N REFERRAL ADDED AFTER JUD

04/ 03/ 09 (H) JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

BILL: HJR 13

SHORT TI TLE: CONST AM SEC. OF STATE REFERENCES
SPONSCR( S) : STATE AFFAI RS

02/ 02/ 09 (H) READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

02/ 02/ 09 (H) STA, JUD, FIN

02/ 19/ 09 (H) STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 19/ 09 (H) Moved Qut of Conmttee

02/ 19/ 09 (H) M NUTE( STA)

02/ 20/ 09 (H) STA RPT 6DP 1NR

02/ 20/ 09 (H) DP: GATTO  SEATON, GRUENBERG, W LSON,
PETERSEN, LYNN

02/ 20/ 09 (H) NR:  JOHNSON

04/ 03/ 09 (H) JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

BILL: HIR 2

SHORT TITLE: CONST AM GENDER- NEUTRAL REFERENCES
SPONSOR(S): GATTO, GRUENBERG

01/ 20/ 09 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/9/09

01/ 20/ 09 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

01/ 20/ 09 (H) STA, JUD, FIN

03/ 19/ 09 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 19/ 09 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 19/ 09 (H M NUTE( STA)

03/ 19/ 09 (H STA RPT 6DP 1INR

03/ 19/ 09 (H DP: SEATON, GATTO, CGRUENBERG, W LSON,
PETERSEN, LYNN

03/ 19/ 09 (H NR:  JOHNSON

04/ 03/ 09 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

W TNESS REG STER

JANE W PI ERSON, Staff
Representative Jay Ranras
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Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented Anendnent 1 to HB 108, Version P,
on behal f of the sponsor, Representative Ranras.

ROBERT H. SCHM DT, Attorney at Law

Groh Eggers, LLC

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion of proposed Amendnent 1
to HB 108, Version P, provided coments, responded to questions,
and suggested changes.

STEPHEN ROUTH, Attorney at Law

Rout h Crabtree, apc

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided coments during discussion of
proposed Anendnent 1 to HB 108, Version P.

RYNNI EVA MOSS, St af f

Representati ve John Coghill

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 193 on behalf of the sponsor,
Representative Coghill.

JOYCE ANDERSQN, Ethics Commttee Adm ni strator

Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics

Al aska State Legislature

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 193, provided
comments and responded to questions.

DENEEN TUCK, St aff

Representati ve Max G uenberg

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HIR 13 on behalf of the sponsor,
the House State Affairs Standing Committee, of whi ch
Representati ve Gruenberg is a nmenber.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
1:10: 48 PM
CHAI R JAY RAMRAS called the House Judiciary Standing Conmmittee

nmeeting to order at 1:10 p.m Represent ati ves Ranras, Hol nes,
Coghill, Gatto, Lynn, and G uenberg were present at the call to
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order. Representative Dahlstrom arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess.

HB 108 - PROPERTY FORECLOSURES AND EXECUTI ONS

1:11:12 PM

CHAI R RAMRAS announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 108, "An Act relating to real property
foreclosures, to the sale of property on execution, and to deeds
of trust.” [Before the conmttee was CSHB 108(L&C), and adopted
as the work draft on 3/30/09 was the proposed conmttee
substitute (CS) for HB 108, Version 26-LS0318\P, Bannister,
3/ 26/ 09. ]

1:11: 28 PM

JANE W PIERSON, Staff, Representative Jay Ranras, Al aska State
Legi slature, on behalf of the sponsor, Representative Ranras,
turned the conmmttee's attention to Amendnent 1, |abeled 26-
LS0318\ P. 2, Bannister, 4/2/09, which read:

Page 2, lines 27 - 29:

Del ete "The notice nust be published for at |east
30 days, including at least 10 of the last 15 days
before the actual date of the sale. G ving notice
under this subsection is not required unless there is
an Internet website that qualifies under (c) of this
section.”

I nsert "Publication of the notice nust begin not
|ater than the first day that the notice is published
under (a)(2) of this section and nust continue at
| east through the day in the fourth week that the
notice is published under (a)(2) of this section.”

Page 4, line 21, followng "AS 34.20.080(e)":
Insert ", unless the trust deed was entered into
before the effective date of this Act and provides for

a different tinme to cure the default before the sal e"

Page 5, lines 15 - 21:
Delete all material and insert:

"(1) paynent of the sum then in default
other than the principal that would not then be due if
default had not occurred, and foreclosure fees and
costs actually incurred by the beneficiary and trustee
due to the default is nade
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(A at any time up to two days before the
sale date stated in the notice of default, or two days
before a date to which the sale is postponed; or

(B) if the trust deed was entered into
before the effective date of this Act and provides for
a different time than the tinme described in (A of
this paragraph to cure the default before the sale,
within the time provided in the trust deed; and"

M5. Pl ERSON expl ai ned that Anendnment 1 does three things: t he

portion proposing to alter page 2, lines 27-29, confornms the
| anguage regarding Internet publication with that of newspaper
publication; the portion proposing to alter page 4, line 21,

cures a potential problem that could arise if a deed of trust
sets out a tine period different fromstatute in which to cure a
default; and the portion proposing to alter page 5, lines 15-21,
describes what information regarding how to cure a default nust
be provided in the notice of default.

1:12:55 PM

CHAI R RAMRAS nmade a notion to adopt Amendnent 1.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG obj ected for the purpose of discussion.
1:13: 20 PM

ROBERT H. SCHM DT, Attorney at Law, G oh Eggers, LLC, indicated
that he would be anenable to Amendnent 1 as long as the
conmttee clarifies that the |Internet publication and the
witten publication are intended to be "coextensive" and that
the Internet publication is not required to be every day. This
clarification is necessary, he opined, because the witten
publication is only required to be once a week for four weeks,
and so to require the Internet publication to be every day for
four weeks would greatly increase the cost of publication.

MR. SCHM DT, noting that he strongly supports the bill

expressed concern regarding the unintended consequences of
mandating [that the paynment to cure the default be nade at | east
two days prior to the sale date stated in the notice of default,
or at least two days prior to the date the sale is postponed
to]. Currently, one can cure a default and thereby stop a
foreclosure sale anytine before the sale; additionally, a
trustee may elect to refuse a cure and proceed wth the
foreclosure sale if default has occurred two or nore tines
previously. He suggested that Section 4 of the bill be anended
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such that the proposed new | anguage on page 4, line 17, would
read in part, ", and, if the beneficiary under the trust deed so
el ects, (9) a statenent described". He offered his belief that
this change would provide the beneficiary with the discretion to
wai ve what he called the "two-day rule.” He al so suggested that
Section 6 of the bill be anmended such that the |anguage on page
5 lines 12, would read in part, "If the beneficiary so elects,
a statement required by (b)(9) of this section nay state".

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG posited that the change M. Schmdt is
suggesting to page 4, line 17, should instead read in part, ",
and (9) if the beneficiary so elects, the statenent described in
(e) of this section describing conditions for curing the
defaul t".

MR. SCHM DT concurred. He then suggested that the |anguage on

page 5, line 12, instead be changed to read in part: "A
statenent allowed by (b)(9) of this section my state". I n
response to a question, he said, "My intention wth these

changes is to make it discretionary on the part of the
beneficiary whether they want to cut off the borrower's right to
stop the foreclosure to curing two days out.” In response to a
further question, he suggested that Anendnment 1 be anended such
that the printed publication requirements and the Internet
publication requirements are harnonized; specifically, that the
new | anguage Amendnent 1 is proposing to add to page 2, lines
27-29, instead read, "Publication of the notice nust occur four
tinmes, once a week for four successive weeks". He opined that
t he | anguage currently proposed via Anendnent 1 to page 2, lines
27-29, is anbiguous wth regard to whether the Internet
publication nust occur daily even though the witten publication
needn't, and that his suggested |anguage - which can be found on
page 2, line 2, of Version P - would nmake the bill stronger.

1: 23: 39 PM

STEPHEN ROUTH, Attorney at Law, Routh Crabtree, apc, expressed
satisfaction with the |anguage of Anendnent 1 as is, offering
his understanding that Internet publications are free, and his
belief that no bank would turn down a cure for default
regardl ess of how close it occurs to the date of the foreclosure
sal e.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG r enoved his objection to Arendnent 1.

CHAIR RAMRAS, noting that there were no further objections,
announced that Amendnment 1 was adopt ed.
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1: 27: 33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HB 108, Version 26-LS0318\P, Bannister,
3/ 26/ 09, as anended, out of commttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no objection, CSHB 108(JUD) was reported from the House
Judi ci ary Standing Conm tt ee.

The conmttee took an at-ease from1:28 p.m to 1:31 p. m

HB 193 - LEGQ SLATIVE ETH CS ACT

1: 31: 23 PM

CHAI R RAMRAS announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 193, "An Act relating to representation by a
| egislator or legislative enployee of another person in an
admnistrative hearing; relating to charity events under the
Legislative Ethics Act; requiring conpensation of public nenbers
of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics; exenpting certain
information from disclosure requirenents of the Legislative
Ethics Act; relating to the selection of alternate nenbers and
the participation of nenbers and alternate nenbers in fornmal
proceedings of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics and

its subconmttees; and defining 'constituent,' 'constituent
service,' 'legislative purpose,' 'nonlegislative purpose,’' and
"private benefit' for the purposes of the Legislative Ethics
Act." [Before the commttee was CSHB 193( STA). ]

1:32:31 PM

RYNNI EVA MOSS, Staff, Representative John Coghill, Alaska State

Legi slature, on behalf of the sponsor, Representative Coghill,
explained that Section 1's proposed AS 24.60.030(a) uses the
term "gift" instead of "lawful gratuity", thereby making the
ethics provisions of Title 24 consistent, and provides that
| egislators' legislative mailing lists may be used for canpaign
pur poses. Section 2's proposed AS 24.60.030(i) adds new
| anguage that would protect legislators and staff, when
assisting constituents, from violating the Legislative Ethics
Act as the result of unintentional encounters wth those
involved in admnistrative hearings; for exanple, i f a
constituent requests assistance with a problem wth a state
agency but doesn't inform the legislator or legislative staff
that the issue is already being addressed at the adm nistrative
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hearing level, currently, just by contacting the agency, the
legislator or legislative staff is violating the Legislative
Ethics Act, but under proposed AS 24.60.030(i), the legislator
or legislative staff could be cleared of any w ongdoi ng.

M5. MOSS explained that Section 3's proposed AS 24.60.080(a)
would allow a legislator or legislative staff to receive [from a
| obbyist a gift worth less than $250 if the gift involves a
charitable event; that Section 4's proposed AS 24.60.080(c)
allows a legislator or legislative staff to receive such a gift
worth $250 or nore as long as it is not given by a |obbyist];
and that Section 5's proposed AS 24.60.080(d) requires a
| egislator or legislative staff to report the amount of any such
gift worth $250 or nore. The aforenentioned nonetary limt for
| obbyists applies to |obbyists, imediate famly nenbers of
| obbyi sts, and persons acting on behalf of |obbyists. Section
6's proposed AS 24.60.105(d) exenpts a person from making a
required disclosure under AS 24.60 if doing so would violate the
U S. Constitution, the Alaska State Constitution, or any other
state or federal Ilaw [protecting confidential information].
Section 7's proposed AS 24.60.130(f) would allow public nenbers
of legislative conmittees to receive conpensation of $150 per
day when attending comrittee neetings.

M5. MOSS expl ained that Section 8's proposed AS 24.60.130(n) -
in addition to providing for the appointnment of alternate public

menbers to the Select Conmmttee on Legislative Ethics - would
require an alternate menber partici pating in a
[ meeting/ proceeding] of the Select Commttee on Legislative
Ethics due to a regular nenber - either legislative or public -

being unable to participate, to participate for the duration of
t he [neeting/ proceeding]. Section 9's proposed AS 24.60.990(a)
adds definitions [for the terns, "constituent”, "constituent
service", "legislative purpose", "nonlegislative purpose", and
“private benefit"].

1:37: 24 PM

JOYCE ANDERSQN, Ethics Committee Administrator, Select Conmttee
on Legislative Ethics, Al aska State Legislature, nentioning that
the Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics is famliar with the
[ changes proposed by CSHB 193(STA)], explained that Section 6
woul d cover situations in which a person provides or receives
nmedi cal services, for exanple, but can't nmake the required
[ cl ose econoni ¢ associ ation] di scl osure regar di ng t hat
rel ati onship because doing so would violate the federal Health
| nsurance Portability and Accountability Act (H PAA); this issue
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was raised by soneone seeking an advisory opinion from the
Select Conmittee on Legislative Ethics. Characterizing Section
9's definition of "constituent" as very, very broad, she
indicated that that shouldn't be a problem because currently
there are other sections of statute that cover situations
i nvol vi ng canpai gning and doing sonmething for a private benefit
- which is now al so being defined in Section 9 - as was the case
in an incident wherein the Select Conmttee on Legislative
Ethics issued a conplaint decision regarding a |egislator whom
it found in violation for sending a newsletter [regarding a
canpaign issue] to individuals who were not wthin the
| egislator's constituent district.

1: 39: 54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES asked whet her under the bill, a |egislator
would continue to be able to provide services to people even
t hough they don't live in the legislator's district.

MS. ANDERSON sai d yes.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO asked whether the alternate public nenber
provided for in Section 8 would be entitled to the conpensation
provided for in Section 7.

M5. ANDERSON said he/she would be but only if he/she were
participating in the neeting in an official capacity.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG questioned whether that would also be
the case if an alternate public nmenber was asked to cone to a
meeting just in case he/she mght have to participate in just a
portion of the meeting.

M5. ANDERSON pointed out that the language in Section 8
stipulates that alternates who are required to participate in a
proceeding are required to participate in the entire proceeding.
In response to further questions, she offered her understanding
that alternate nmenbers would only be called to participate in a
meeting if a regular nmenber was unable to participate, and would
not be called in to participate in a neeting just on the chance
that a regular nenber mght need to leave the room for sone
reason.

[Chair Ranras turned the gavel over to Vice Chair Dahl strom]
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG opi ned that an alternate nenber should
be able to participate in just a portion of a neeting - say for
one agenda item- and still receive conpensation for doing so.

M5. MOSS offered her wunderstanding that if both the regular
menber and the alternate nmenber are at a neeting in an official
capacity, then both woul d receive conpensation

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG expressed interest in possibly anmending
the bill to insure that an alternate nmenber could participate in
just a portion of a neeting and receive conpensation for doing
so.

1: 43: 42 PM

M5. ANDERSON said that another provision of statute already
addresses situations in which a regular nenber nust recuse
hi nsel f/ herself due to a conflict of interest. She offered her
understanding that the language in the bill isn't intended to
allow a regular nenber to sinply step out of the roomfor a few
m nutes and have the alternate nenber take that person's place
and vote on an issue.

[Vice Chair Dahlstromreturned the gavel to Chair Ranras.]

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL explained that the |anguage of the bil
is meant to address quorum issues; if a regular nenber has to
recuse hinself/herself, there would then be an alternate nenber
to take the regul ar nmenber's pl ace.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG opi ned that an alternate public nmenber
ought to be able to fill in for one regular nenber when
addressing a particular topic and then fill in for another
regul ar nenber when the conmttee noves onto another topic, and
that an alternate public nmenber should receive conpensation even
if he/she sits through the neeting just in case he/she m ght be
called upon to fill in but then ultinately doesn't have to.

M5. MOSS offered her belief that that is what would occur
because the alternate would be there in an official capacity.
In response to a question, she posited that the bill is clear on
t hat i ssue.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked whether anything in either

current law or the bill would prohibit an alternate nmenber from
participating in just one agenda itemduring a neeting.
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MS. ANDERSON i ndicated that there is not.
1:47: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO pointed out that according to |anguage in
Section 8, if an alternate public nenber has to participate,
he/ she nmust participate for the duration of that neeting. He
questioned whether this neans that if a regular public nenber
were unable to address one agenda item because of a conflict,
then he/she would be unable to participate in the rest of the
neeting as well, because the alternate nenber would have started
parti ci pating.

M5. ANDERSON indicated that Section 8 is neant to address a
concern that public nenbers of the Select Committee on
Legislative Ethics don't have an alternate nenber to sit in for
them +the intent is to have an alternative public nenber
available if, for any reason, a regular public nenber cannot
attend a neeting. She clarified that Section 8 is addressing
both neetings and proceedings, and that a proceeding would have
to do with a particular conplaint and could, for exanple,
require attention during three separate neetings. In such a
situation, an alternate nmenber taking the place of regular
menber due to a conflict of interest specific to that conplaint
woul d have to attend all three of those neetings.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO asked whether a legislative nmenber who is
late for a neeting nust then sit out the neeting because his/her
alternate had to take his place.

MS. ANDERSON said that's how she would read it. In response to
anot her question, she offered her belief that the requirenent
that an alternate participate for the entirety of a proceeding
applies only to conplaint proceedings, not "a full commttee
neeting."

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO asked whether, in a situation in which a
regul ar nenber knows he/she has a conflict of interest wth
regard to a particular agenda item and therefore recuses
hi msel f/ herself from participating in that agenda item the
alternate nmenber would be required to take the regular nenber's
pl ace during the entire neeting.

V5. ANDERSON of fered her understanding that in such a situation,
the alternate nenber would only have to participate in that
specific agenda item but would still be entitled to
conpensati on.
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG noted that that's been the practice for
| egislative menbers of the Select Commttee on Legislative
Et hics, and so he therefore assunmes that that is the intent [for
public menbers as well].

MS. ANDERSON concurr ed.
1: 54: 47 PM

M5. MOSS, in response to a question, repeated her explanation of
Section 6.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM surm sed that Section 6 would apply in
situations involving [sonmeone in the nmedical field].

M5. ANDERSON concurred, repeated her previous coments regarding
Section 6, and explained that under that provision, a |egislator
or legislative staff could wite an explanation to the Select
Commttee on Legislative Ethics regarding why he/she is not
making a particular disclosure, and if the conmmttee considers
the explanation to be sufficient, then there would be no need
for the person to nmke the disclosure. In response to a
guestion, she explained that Section 6 pertains to disclosures
of close economc associations, not financial disclosures
required by the Alaska Public Ofices Conm ssion (APQOC)

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL relayed that the |anguage in Section 6
was chosen instead of trying to establish a particular dollar-
anount threshol d.

M5. MOSS, in response to a question, pointed out that the
witten explanation is only required if requested by the Sel ect
Commttee on Legislative Ethics or a person acting on its
behal f.

CHAI R RAMRAS questioned how the Select Committee on Legislative
Ethics or a person acting on its behalf would even know to
request a witten expl anation.

V5. ANDERSON suggested that perhaps the |anguage in Section 6 on

page 9, lines 2-3, that says, "a person who refrains from nmaking
a disclosure under this subsection shall" could be changed to
instead say, "a person who is required to nmake a disclosure
under this subsection shall™. In response to a request, she

described what constitutes a close economc relationship for
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pur poses of being required to disclose such, and offered sone
exanpl es.

CHAI R RAMRAS suggested that the |anguage of Section 6 ought to
al so specify that the person who chooses to refrain from making
a disclosure shall notify the Select Commttee on Legislative
Ethics that he/she wouldn't be nmeking the disclosure; in this
way, the Select Conmittee on Legislative Ethics would know that
it mght need to request a witten expl anation.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES agr eed.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG opined that Section 6 should also
specify that the Select Conmttee on Legislative Ethics' request
for a witten explanation be kept confidential.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL suggested that the |anguage on page 8,
line 30, be changed to say in part, "A person may request to
refrain froni.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG suggested that that request to refrain
should also be in witing.

CHAI R RAMRAS concurr ed.

2:10: 07 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG made a notion to adopt Anendnent 1, to
add the words "submit a witten request to" on page 8, line 30,
after the word "may". There being no objection, Amendnment 1 was
adopt ed.

2:11:31 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG made a notion to adopt Conceptual
Amendnent 2, to add | anguage to Section 6 specifying that "this
correspondence shall not be considered a public docunent
di scl osable unless the ... conmttee or the staff determ nes
that it is disclosable except to the extent that they say it
nmust be disclosed, that there's no right of privacy."

CHAI R RAMRAS obj ect ed.
REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL asked whether the correspondence now

referred to in Section 6, as anended, would need to be
identified as confidential.
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M5. ANDERSON expl ained that doing so would not be necessary,
because correspondence received by the Select Committee on
Legislative Ethics is confidential.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG w t hdrew Conceptual Anmendnment 2.

M5. ANDERSON, in response to a question, explained that under
statute, conplaint proceedings of the Select Conmttee on
Legislative Ethics are confidential, but conmttee nenbers do
not have to sign confidentiality agreenents, though she did have
her tenporary staff person do so wupon being hired. She
acknowl edged that perhaps comittee nenbers should do so as
wel | .

CHAI R RANMVRAS t hen t ur ned menber s’ attention to AS
24.45. 051(b) (1) which read:

(b) A lobbyist required to report to the
conmmi ssion under (a) of this section, who provides or
pays for food or beverage for inmmedi ate consunption by
a legislator or |egislative enployee or a spouse or
donmestic partner of a legislator or legislative
enpl oyee shall report the date the food or beverage
was provided or paid for and the recipient's nane and
relationship to t he | egi sl ator or | egi sl ative
enpl oyee, unl ess the food and beverage

(1) cost $15 or less; or

2:17: 06 PM

CHAIR RAMRAS nade a notion to adopt Anmendnent 3, to alter AS
24.45.051(b) (1) such that "$15" woul d be changed to "$35".

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL obj ected for the purpose of discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG i ndi cated that he was anenable to the
anount bei ng changed to "$50" instead.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO i ndi cated that he was not.

REPRESENTATI VE COCGHILL noted that the amount listed is nerely
the threshold that triggers the reporting requirement for
| obbyi sts, and surmsed that a threshold of $35 would be a
reasonable amount, and that a threshold of $50 would not be
exor bi tant.
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG nentioned that when |obbyists treat a
| egislator or legislative staff to a neal, it is often dinner,
rather than lunch, and includes spouses.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO asked whether the threshold anount incl udes
tips.

M5. ANDERSON said it does not, and that this was a policy call
made by the APCC.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM nade a notion to amend Anendnent 3 such
that the new proposed threshold anobunt would be $50. There
bei ng no objection, Arendnent 3 was anended.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL renoved his objection to Amendnment 3, as
anmended.

CHAI R RAMRAS stated that Amendnent 3, as anended, was adopt ed.

CHAI R RAMRAS, in response to questions and comrents, pointed out
that the reporting requirenent outlined in AS 24.45.051(b)(1)
pertains only to food and beverage for imediate consunption,
not the roomrental where a neal night take place.

2: 30: 57 PM

M5. MOSS turned nenbers' attention to AS 47.14.235 - which
pertains to the confidentiality of the Ctizen Review Panel -
and suggested that the commttee mght wish to anmend HB 193 such
that simlar |anguage would apply to nenbers of the Select
Comm ttee on Legislative Ethics.

V5. ANDERSON concurr ed.

M5. MOSS suggested that Conceptual Amendnent 4 could add
| anguage that read: "A person attending a neeting of the Sel ect
Commttee on Legislative Ethics or a nenber or staff of the
commttee nmay not nake any disclosures related to information
obtained during a review by the conmttee."

CHAI R RAMRAS nmade a notion to adopt Conceptual Amendnent 4.
REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES obj ect ed.
M5. MOSS acknowl edged that it mght be better for the new

| anguage to refer to a proceeding of the Select Conmttee on
Legi sl ative Ethics.
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REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES pointed out that currently only parts of a
meeting of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics mght be
confidential, and said she doesn't want to nmake the whole of
such neetings confidential.

V5. ANDERSON expl ai ned that the term "proceedi ng" as used in the
Legislative Ethics Act refers specifically to ethics conplaints.
She surm sed, therefore, that Conceptual Anmendnent 4 could be
anended such that confidentiality would apply to proceedi ngs and
advi sory opi ni ons.

2:34:09 PM

REPRESENTATIVE HOLMES nmade a notion to anend Conceptual
Amendnent 4.

M5. ANDERSON, in response to a request, offered the follow ng
| anguage as constituting the anendnent to Conceptual Amendnent
4: "A person attending a neeting of the Select Commttee on
Legislative Ethics, or a nenber or staff of the conmttee, may
not nmake any disclosure related to a proceeding under AS
24.60.170 or an advisory opinion request under AS 24.60.160".

M5. MOSS, in response to a question, explained that under the
anmendnent to Conceptual Anendnent 4, the aforenentioned |anguage
woul d be added to Title 24 via a new subsecti on.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO poi nted out that some information disclosed
in a proceeding under AS 24.60.170 or an advisory opinion
request under AS 24.60.160 nmay start out being confidential but
will then end up becom ng public, and expressed concern that the
| anguage of the anmendnment to Conceptual Anmendnent 4 coul d becone
a problem

M5. ANDERSON said she does not envision that it would beconme a
probl em because existing statute already provides that such
information shall becone public after certain details are
redact ed.

CHAI R RAMRAS, offering his understanding that there were no
objections to the anmendnent to Conceptual Anmendnent 4, announced
t hat Conceptual Anendnent 4 was anended.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES renoved her objection to Conceptua
Amrendnent 4, as anended.
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CHAI R RAMRAS announced that Conceptual Anmendnment 4, as anended,
was adopt ed.

2:36:57 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG nmde a notion to adopt Anendnent 5,
| abel ed 26-LS0656\T.2, Wayne, 4/3/09, which read:

Page 10, line 30, through page 11, line 4:
Delete all material and insert:
"(21) "private benefit" neans a benefit
that is conferred, on a person, with a purpose that is
mai nly a non-1Iegislative purpose.™

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL obj ected for the purpose of discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG explained that the Dbill's current
definition of the term "private benefit" was ms-drafted, and
that Anendnent 5 provides for a new, cleaner definition.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL renoved his objection. [ Al t hough not
formally announced, Anmendnent 5 was treated as having been
adopt ed. ]

2:37:59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG made a notion to adopt Amendnent 6,
| abel ed26- LS0656\ T. 1, Wayne, 4/3/09, which read:

Page 4, line 26:

Del ete "A [ EXCEPT"

I nsert "Except when representing another person
for conpensation subject to AS 24.60.100 and as a
prof essional who is licensed in the state, ["

Page 4, line 31:
Delete "A]"
Insert "] a"

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL obj ected for the purpose of discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG expl ai ned that Anmendnent 6 would allow
a licensed professional to represent another person for
conpensation in a hearing. He offered his understanding that
this language is simlar to that which was suggested by Chief
Adm ni strative Law Judge Terry Thurbon, and that the | anguage
was renoved in the prior commttee. He opined that it is
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extrenely inportant that people be able to obtain counsel,
addi ng that anyone providing such counsel would be subject to
the rules of professional conduct and thus risk disciplinary
action for violating those rul es.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL agr eed.

M5. MOSS expl ained that Ms. Thurbon was neutral "on this issue,”
and that the concern expressed in the prior commttee was that
any legislator who represented a person in an admnistrative
heari ng would have a certain anount of influence just by virtue
of being a legislator. However, as some have pointed out, there
are legislators who represent people as part of their
profession, and so could be hired to represent a client before
an adm nistrative hearing officer. Amendnment 6 would allow such
to occur.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL surm sed that the policy question being
raised is, are legislators citizens first and then |egislators,
or are they legislators and can therefore never be citizens.
Hs view, he relayed, 1is that although |Ilegislators have
reporting responsibilities, they are citizens first and should
therefore be able to pursue their professions.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL then wi thdrew his objection.

CHAI R RAMRAS announced that Anendnment 6 was adopt ed.

2:41: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report CSHB 193(STA), as
anended, out of commttee wth individual recomendations and
t he acconpanying fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB
193(JUD) was reported from the House Judiciary Standing

Committee.

HIR 13 - CONST AM SEC. OF STATE REFERENCES

2:41:17 PM

CHAI R RAMRAS announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTION NO 13, Proposing anendnents to the
Constitution of the State of Alaska to correct obsolete
references to the office of secretary of state by substituting
references to the office of |ieutenant governor.

2:42: 11 PM
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DENEEN TUCK, Staff, Representative Max G uenberg, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, on behalf of the sponsor, the House State Affairs
Standing Committee, of which Representative Guenberg is a
menber, explained that HIR 13 proposes anendnents to the Al aska
State Constitution such that if approved by the voters, the
references to "secretary of state” wuld be replaced wth

references to the "lieutenant governor". In 1970, voters
approved anendnents to the Alaska State Constitution changing
the nanme of "secretary of state" to "lieutenant governor"”, but a

couple of references to "secretary of state" were mssed, and
HIR 13 woul d correct this.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG, in response to a question, offered his
belief that there have been conversations with the |ieutenant
governor on this matter.

MS. TUCK concurred.

REPRESENTATIVE COGHI LL indicated that he is proposing other
| egi sl ation that would "enpower a secretary of state.”

REPRESENTATI VE = DAHLSTROM pointed  out t hat the outdated
references would still need to be corrected regardless, since
any new position of secretary of state would not have the same
duties as the |ieutenant governor.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL nentioned that he's voted for |egislation
simlar to HIR 13 before.

2:44. 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report HIR 13 out of committee
with individual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HIR 13 was reported from the
House Judiciary Standing Comm ttee.

HIR 2 - CONST AM GENDER- NEUTRAL REFERENCES

2:44: 44 PM

CHAI R RAMRAS announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTION NO. 2, Proposing anendnents to the
Constitution of the State of Al aska to avoid the use of personal
pronouns and simlar references that denote rmasculine or
fem ni ne gender in that docunent.
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REPRESENTATI VE GATTO, speaking as one of the joint prine
sponsors, explained that HIR 2 proposes anendnents to the Al aska
State Constitution such that if approved by the voters, gender
specific pronouns would be replaced wth gender neutral

pr onouns. He then offered exanples of specific |anguage that
woul d be changed under the resolution, and listed sone of the
positions held and contributions made by wonmen in Al aska. In

response to a question, he acknow edged that federal |aw says
one may not discrimnate on the basis of sex, but offered his
belief that that also neans one nmay not discrimnate on the
basi s of gender.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN questioned which term would be nore
appropriate [for use in the title].

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO opi ned that the term "gender” woul d be.

2:49: 25 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report HIR 2 out of committee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HIR 2 was reported from the
House Judiciary Standing Comrttee.

2:50:46 PM

ADJ OURNNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Judiciary Standing Conmittee neeting was adjourned at 2:50 p. m
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