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Representative John Harris

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Present ed HB 207 on behal f of
Representative Harris, the prinme sponsor.

PAULA SCAVERA, Speci al Assi stant

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Depart ment of Labor & Workforce Devel opment (DLWD)

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the hearing on HB 207.

TRENA HEI KES, Director

Di vi sion of Wrkers’ Conpensation

Depart ment of Labor & Workforce Devel opnent (DLVD)

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Reported that DLWD had a neutral position
on HB 207, and responded to questi ons.

PAUL SHADURA, Executive Director

Kenai Peninsul a Fi shernen's Associ ation

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support for HB 207. Testified in
support to the appointnment of Brent Johnson to the Board of
Fi sheri es.

DAVE COBB, Busi ness Manager

Val dez Fi sheries Devel opnment Associ ation

Val dez, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support for HB 207.

GERALD McCUNE, Lobbyi st

United Fi shermen of Al aska (UFA)

Cordova, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support for HB 207. Testified in
support for the appointnent of Brent Johnson to the Board of
Fi sheri es.

BRENT JOHNSON, Appoi ntee

Board of Fisheries

Clam Gul ch, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Board of
Fi sheri es.

MEL MORRI S
Kodi ak, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support for the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

AARON BLOOMQUI ST, Chai r nan

Anchorage Fish and Gane Advisory Conmittee

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

ROBERT HEYANO, Fi sherman

DI Iingham Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

JOHN BLAI R, Executive Director

Sout heast Al aska CGui des Organi zati on ( SEAGD

Sitka, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

BOB PENNEY

Cook Inlet Sportfishing Caucus

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

CHRI STOPHER HASHI GUCH

Sitka, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

ALLEN BARRETTE

Fai r banks Fi sh and Gane Advisory Conmittee

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

M KE KRAMER, Chair

Fai r banks Fi sh and Gane Advi sory Committee

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

REED MORI SKY

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.
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STEVE RUNYAN

W1 ow, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

TERRENCE SHANI GAN, Bristol Bay Fi shernman

W1 ow, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

DAVI D MARTI N, Chai rman

Central Peninsula Advisory Conmittee

Cl am Gul ch, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

STEVE VANEK

Ni ni | chi k, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

MONTE ROBERTS, President

Kenai Ri ver Professional Guide Association (KRPGA)

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

DW GHT KRAMER, Chairnman

Kenai Area Fisherman's Coalition (KAFC)

Kenai, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

GARY HCOLLI ER

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

JEFF BEAUDO N

Kasi | of, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

Rl CKY GEASE, Executive Director

Kenai River Sportfishing Association
Sol dot na, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

RON RAI NEY

Kenai, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

Rl CHARD ERKENEFF, Lodge Owner

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries

JOSEPH CONNCRS

Sterling, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

DAVI D GOG3 A, Gui de

Kenai, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

RODNEY BERG

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

Rl CHARD THOMPSON

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

STEVE TVENSTRUP, Fi sher nan

Kenai, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

GARRY KERNAN

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

CHRI S GARCI A

Kenai, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.
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CHRI STI NE BRANDT

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

DREW SPARLI N, Presi dent

United Cook Inlet Drift Association

Kenai, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

TYLAND VANLI ER

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

MURRAY FENTON

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

ROBERT THORSTENSON, Executive Director

Sout heast Al aska Sei ners Associ ati on ( SEAS)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support to the appointnent of
Brent Johnson to the Board of Fisheries.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

10:19: 24 AM

CHAIR BRYCE EDGVON called the House Special Comrittee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 10:19 a.m Represent ati ves
Edgnon, Buch, Johnson, Kawasaki, and Keller were present at the
call to order. Representative Minoz arrived as the neeting was
i n progress.

10: 19: 44 AM

HB 207- MAXI MUM BENEFI T FROM FI SHERMEN' S FUND

CHAI R EDGVON announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 207, "An Act increasing the allowances for
injury, disability, or heart attack payable from the fisherman's
fund; and providing for an effective date."
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10: 21: 00 AM

JOHN BITNEY, Staff to Representative John Harris, Alaska State
Legi slature, introduced HB 207, paraphrasing from the sponsor
st at enment which read as follows [ origi nal punct uati on
provi ded] :

The Al aska Fisherman’s Fund was established [in] 1951
to provide for the treatnent and care of Al aska
licensed commercial fishernen and crew who have been
injured while fishing on shore or off shore in Al aska.

The upper limt on clainms in the fund has been $2,500
since 1959. If $2,500 in 1959 dollars was adjusted
for the Consuner Price Index, it wuld be worth

approxi mately $18,229. 64 today. Wiile the limtation
in state | aw has remai ned unchanged, health care costs
have steadily risen

Access to health insurance and health care is a
concern anong fishermen and especially presents an
obstacle to younger fishermen who are seeking to
conti nue as t he next generation in Al aska’ s
sust ai nabl e fisheri es.

HB 207 updates the Al aska Fishernen’s Fund limt to
$10, 000. This is intended to help ensure that
Al aska’s fishernmen have better access to health care
when injured while fishing. Updating the claim limt
to $10,000 will bring this very worthwhile program
back to providing a neaningful |evel of assistance as
the payer of last resort for commercial fishernen and
crew that sustain injuries or illness while fishing.

The fund is financed from revenue received from each
resi dent and nonr esi dent commer ci al fisherman’s
license and pernit fee. Conmercial fishernen and crew
nmenbers pay 39% - or up to $50 each - of their annua

license fees into this account. In 2008, there were
13, 706 comer ci al fishing perm t hol ders who
contributed to the fund.

The account has grown to $11.5 mllion even as health

care costs have risen, due in part to continuing
i nprovenents in fish industry safety.
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This increase is not projected to jeopardize the
sustainability of the fund.

MR BITNEY relayed that the intent was to namintain the
Fishermen's Fund, and he noted that clains can be adjusted

accordingly if the nunber or price of clains increased. He
enphasi zed that the intent was not to increase the fishernen's
t axes. He explained that currently there are provisions for

fishermen with extraordinary circunstances to request assistance
for clains above the $2,500 limt.

10: 23: 41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked if there was going to be testinony
about adm nistration of the Fishernen's Fund's.

10: 24: 16 AM

MR. BITNEY, in response to Representative Buch, stated that
Kevin Adans, a commercial fisherman from Bristol Bay, furnished
the idea for HB 207, and that there was also a conpanion bill in
t he Senate.

10: 24: 54 AM

PAULA SCAVERA, Special Assistant, Ofice of the Comm ssioner,
Depart ment of Labor & Workforce Devel opnment (DLWD), deferred the
testinmony to Trena Hei kes.

10: 25: 31 AM

TRENA HEIKES, Director, Division of Wrkers’ Conpensation

Departnment of Labor & Wirkforce Devel opnent (DLWD), stated that
DLWD was neutral on this bill, and that the $2500 linmit on
clains which had been in place since 1951 was equal to $27,000
in 2009 doll ars. She relayed that the Fishernmen's Fund bal ance
was $11.4 mllion, and that the projected increased annual cost
to the fund with a $10,000 limt would be $65, 000.

10: 26: 38 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked if the Fishernen's Fund was
adm ni stered through the Division of Wrkers' Conpensation, and
how it differed froma general workers conpensati on paynent.

M5. HEIKES replied that the Al aska Wrkers' Conpensation Act did
not cover comercial fishernmen, so this fund was established by
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the state. She pointed out that the Fishernen's Fund was
financed from a percentage of the Commercial Fishing Cewnrenber
licenses, and was admnistered by a Dvision of Wrkers
Conpensati on program nmanager. She reported that the Fishernen's
Fund council, appointed by the governor, considered any clai mant
petitions over $2,500. 00.

M5. HEIKES, in response to Representative Kawasaki, said that
the fund only paid for nedical benefits.

10: 28: 21 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked about the differences between the
fund and workers' conpensati on.

M5. HEIKES explained that worker's conpensation benefits were
usually paid by an insurance conpany, as every state enployer
must either be self-insured or carry workers conpensation
i nsurance, which included disability, medi cal , i mpai r nent
deat h, and vocational benefits. She rem nded the commttee that
commercial fishermen were not eligible for workers' conpensation
benefits, and that the Fishernmen's Fund only provided nedical
benefits.

10: 29: 52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked if the $11.4 mllion in the
Fi shermen's Fund was i nvest ed.

M5. HEIKES replied that it was invested only to the sane extent
of any other state fund, as a sub account of the general fund,
but that the interest was paid into the general fund.

REPRESENTATI VE = KAWASAKI asked about any i npact to the
Fishermen's Fund from an increase in the claim limt. He
i nqui red about an increase in the fishernmen contributions.

M5. HEIKES replied that she was unaware of any legislation to
increase a percentage of the licensing revenue paid into the
Fi shernmen' s Fund. She estimated an annual expense increase of
$65, 000. She detailed that the Fishernen's Fund received
bet ween $800,000 and $1 mllion annually, but that the prior
four years had seen a slight deficit spending. She opi ned that
there was still anple funding to provide for the claim Ilimt
I ncrease. She shared that the Fishernen's Fund council had a
concern, but that DLWD did not foresee any problem given the
current status.
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10: 32: 43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked what the |argest benefit paynment was
fromthe Fishernmen's Fund.

M5. HEIKES replied that two of the highest paynents were $85, 000
for the loss of an arm and $162,000 for pneunonia which then
resulted in congestive heart failure.

10: 34: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE = KAWASAKI inquired whether every commerci al
fisherman paid into the Fishernen's Fund.

M5. HEIKES related that 39 percent of the Commercial Fishing
Crewnrenber License fee was directed into the Fishernmen's Fund

She clarified that any other insurance was used first, and the
Fi shermen's Fund was a fund of |ast resort.

10: 35: 14 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked to clarify that the Fishermen's
Fund would pay the benefit should a commercial fisherman |ose a
finger while working on a boat.

M5. HEIKES agreed, and reiterated that there was not any
wor kers' conpensation coverage if the injury was directly
related to commercial fishing.

10: 35: 46 AM

CHAI R EDGVON opened public testinony.

10: 36: 06 AM

PAUL SHADURA, Executive Director, Kenai Peninsula Fishermen's
Association, testified that HB 207 offered additional coverage
to the permt hol ders.

10: 37:13 AM

DAVE COBB, Busi ness Manager, Valdez Fisheries Devel opnent
Associ ation, testified that the association supported HB 207 and
shared that the Fishernen's Fund was self sustaining. He
reported that the benefit paynment had not been increased since
1959, al though nedical costs had increased.
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10: 38: 41 AM

GERALD MCUNE, Lobbyist, United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA),
described the Fishernen's Fund and the fees that are contributed
to the fund. He reiterated that this fund was a secondary
i nsurance, but that the $2500 Iimt was too low. He opined that
HB 207 with a $10,000 Iinmt was "a good little conpromnise."

10:40: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI offered his concern that contribution
caps, rising nunbers of wuninsured fishernmen, and an increased
payout limt could lead to insolvency of the fund. He asked M.
McCune if the comercial fishernen would support increased
contributions to the fund.

MR. McCUNE, in response to Representative Kawasaki, relayed that
the Fishernen's Fund council also had concerns, which included
the initial inpact on the fund by this increase. He rel ayed
that he spoke with the Comrercial Fisheries Entry Comm ssion
(CFEC), as it also paid contributions into the Fishernen's Fund
from the permt holders, and he asked for an analysis of the
increased claim [limt and of an increase in the fee
contributions by fishernen to the fund.

10:42: 54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI stated that an Energency Room (ER) visit
woul d generally exceed $2, 500.

CHAI R EDGVON poi nted out that HB 207 stated up to $10, 000, not a
mandatory $10,000, and he predicted that the fund would be
managed in a fiduciary way.

MR. MCUNE nentioned that expenses in excess of $10,000 would
require an appeal to the council. He reiterated that the
Fi shermen's Fund council would review the increased claim costs
after one year, should HB 207 pass.

10: 44: 29 AM

CHAI R EDGVON cl osed public testinony.

10: 45: 05 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked M. Heikes for nore information
regarding the two highest <clains which she had nentioned
previ ously. He expressed his interest in the process, not the
nmedi cal history.

M5. HEI KES expl ained that filing a claimwas an informal process
whi ch requested conpelling reasons for paynent above the $2, 500.
She summarized that the Fishernmen's Fund council would neet,
review the claimwith its nmedical bills and reports, and nake a
determ nati on

10: 47: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked if all the payouts were determned in
this way.

M5. HEIKES affirmed that paynents were based on receipt of the
nedi cal expenses, analysis of the nedical diagnosis, and
assessnent of the statute.

CHAI R EDGVON not ed that Representative Muinoz had arrived.

10: 47: 28 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for the tinme franme from application to
payout .

M5. HEIKES replied that for the above nentioned two incidences
t he payouts were approved within six nonths of the occurrence.

10: 48: 03 AM

CHAIR EDGVON rem nded that HB 207 still had two other committees
to pass through, and that there was a Senate conpanion bill.

10: 48: 35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked how nmany people requested the
$2500 claimlimt.

M5. HEIKES replied that alnost every claimwas in excess of the
$2,500 claimlimt. She reiterated that an analysis of clains
bet ween $2500 and $10,000 during the last two years reflected an
annual cost increase of $65,000 to the fund.

10:49: 52 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER noved to report HB 207 out of comittee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 207 was reported from the
House Special Comrittee on Fisheries.

10: 50: 15 AM

The conmmittee took an at-ease from10:50 a.m to 10:52 a. m

CONFI RVATI ON( S)
Board of Fisheries

10: 52: 38 AM

CHAI R EDGVON announced that the final order of business would be
the consideration of the appointnment of Brent G Johnson to the
Board of Fisheries.

10: 53: 07 AM

BRENT JOHNSON, Appointee, Board of Fisheries, discussed his
background as a life-long Al askan, growing up in a famly who
lived sustainably. He shared that he grew up as a setnetter,
and that he married a setnetter. He detailed his involvenent
with commttees and fishing groups, and his subsequent election
as president of Kenai Peninsula Fishernen's Association, the
| argest setnet group in Cook Inlet. He listed a nunber of
advisory commttees that he had served on, which included Cook
Inl et Aquaculture Association, the Fish and Gane Advisory
Conmittee, Cook Inlet Salnon Branding, Kenai River Cuides, and
Kenai Peni nsul a Borough Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

10: 57: 43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ asked M. Johnson for his opinion that this
appointment would result in Cook Inlet having four nenbers on
the Board of Fisheries, and if he would offer a nore statew de
per specti ve.

VR. JOHNSON confirnmed that he would bring a statew de
per specti ve. Responding to the question of Cook Inlet
representation, he pointed out that one nenber was from Kodi ak,
and two nmenbers were sport fishernen, but that there had not
been a commercial fisherman representative from Cook Inlet for
nore than 30 years.

10: 58: 55 AM
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CHAI R EDGVON asked that M. Johnson share his position regarding
the Board of Fisheries neeting cycles and the process for
subj ects to be brought before the board.

MR, JOHNSON replied that he supported the Board of Fisheries
traveling to the areas that nmay be inpacted by mgj or deci sions.

11: 00: 03 AM

CHAI R EDGVON opened public testinony.

11: 00: 30 AM

MEL MORRIS cited that M. Johnson's active conmunity role and
experience on advi sory committees had gai ned him an
under st andi ng of economcs and |ocal know edge that would serve
him well as a board nenber. M. Mrris, a nmenber of the Board
of Fisheries, spoke for hinmself, but noted that he |ooked
forward to working with M. Johnson.

11: 03: 26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked M. Mirrris if he was conflicted out
of any of the Cook Inlet decisions.

MR MORRIS replied that, at the last board neeting, he was only
conflicted out of the one proposal regarding the closure of all
commercial fishing in Cook Inlet.

11: 04: 09 AM

AARON BLOOMQUI ST, Chairman, Anchorage Fish and Gane Advisory
Commttee, relayed that the Anchorage Fish and Gane Advisory
Commttee was "adamantly opposed at this tinmne to M. Brent

Johnson's nom nation." He opined that M. Johnson would not
well serve the majority of Anchorage recreational, personal, and
subsi stence users. He suggested the need for nor e

representation fromlnterior Al aska.

11: 05: 38 AM

ROBERT HEYANO, Fisherman, endorsed the appointee and cited the
experience, understanding, and service that he would bring to
t he board. He noted M. Johnson's ability to listen and work
with others toward solutions. He said that he had had the
opportunity to work with M. Johnson on issues. He opined that
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any concerns would be assuaged by the conflict of interest
rul es.

11: 08: 18 AM

JOHN BLAIR, Executive Director, Sout heast Al aska Cui des
Organi zati on (SEAGD, declared his opposition to the appointnment
as it raised the inportant concern that neither Native Al askans
nor Interior Alaskans would have representation. He noted that
the Board of Fisheries |acked broad representation from diverse
areas and user groups.

11:10: 25 AM

BOB PENNEY, Cook Inlet Sportfishing Caucus, announced his
support for commercial fishing, but enphasized that Cook Inlet

was the largest salnon sport fishery in the United States. He
pointed out that M. Johnson was against the Kenai dipnet
fishery. He observed that this sport fishery produced a nuch

greater econom c value than the commercial fishery. He offered
his opinion that the current Board of Fisheries was bal anced,
but that M. Johnson's appointnent would bias commerci al
fishing.

11:14: 39 AM

CHRI STOPHER HASHI GUCHI expressed adanmant opposition to Brent
Johnson, as his appointnent to the Board of Fisheries would not
result in a balanced representation for the entire state.

11:16: 01 AM

ALLEN BARRETTE, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory Conmttee,
reported unaninous opposition from the committee to this
appoi nt ment . He pointed out that this confirmation |acked the
experience, diversity, and know edge to serve the fisheries
| ocated in Interior Al aska.

11:17: 37 AM

M KE KRAMER, Chair, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Fish Subconmttee
Advi sory Comm ttee, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory Conmttee
di scl osed unani nous opposition to the appointnent as it failed

to provide any Interior or subsistence representation. He
requested that M. Johnson be questioned about his prior
statenents regarding the Board of Fisheries. He indicated that

M. Johnson said: "The State Board of Fish is going to hold a
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public neeting, put on a kangaroo court, and enact regulations

that would Ilikely nake comercial fishing in Cook Inlet a
menory." He stated that M. Johnson was the fornmer president of
an organization that brought a federal |awsuit asking for

federal intervention in managenent of in-river fisheries in Cook
Inlet, as well as abolishnment of all personal use fisheries. He
cited that this confirmation would produce a |ack of bal ance and
fairness to Interior Al aska.

11:21: 00 AM

REED MORI SKY stated opposition to this appointnment as it would
| eave a void in representation fromthe Interior and the Native
comunity.

11: 22: 14 AM

STEVE RUNYAN indicated that he was speaking for hinself, but
confirmed that he was the Chair of the Susitna Valley Fish and
Ganme Advisory Conmttee. He pointed out the need of
representation for the Susitna Valley, and he noted that M.
Johnson would be conflicted out of many key decisions for Cook
Inlet. He explained that several sport fisheries in the Susitna
Valley were near extinction, which would result in a large
econom c inpact to the region.

11:24:16 AM

CHAI R EDGVON passed the gavel to Representative Keller.

11: 25: 51 AM

TERRENCE  SHANI GAN, Bri st ol Bay Fi shernman, voi ced strong
opposition to the appointnent as there would not be any Interior
or Yukon representation. He expressed concern that a board
menber could influence issues, even while required to conflict
out . He opined that regulations nore often affected sport and
subsi stence users, and that these groups needed active
representation.

11:28: 39 AM

DAVID MARTIN, Chairman, Central Peninsula Advisory Conmittee,
of fered support for the appointnment citing the qualifications of
M. Johnson. He opined that it was necessary to have qualified
board nenbers who would use the best available science and
bi ol ogy for the managenent of Alaska's fisheries. He expressed
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his belief that this hearing was dom nated by the | obbying
effort of the commercial [sportfishing] guides.

11: 30: 50 AM

STEVE VANEK opined that the board was not controlled by
commercial fishernmen, calling this "a big lie.”

11: 33: 25 AM

MONTE ROBERTS, Pr esi dent, Kenai Ri ver  Professional GQui de
Association (KRPG), pointed out that the current regiona
representation of the Board was predom nantly from Southcentra
and Sout heast Al aska. He expressed the need for representation
fromthe Interior, Native Al askans, personal use and subsistence
users, and guided sport anglers.

11: 35: 05 AM

DW GHT KRAMER, Chai r man, Kenai Area Fisherman's Coalition
(KAFC), reported that the KAFC board included ten retired
fisheries biologists, and that many of them had worked with M.

Johnson on a variety of boards and comm ttees. He opined that
M. Johnson had always been fair and evaluated issues based on
the best available science. He shared that KAFC supported

habitat protection over user group needs, fair and balanced
al l ocation between user groups, and a process that reflected
good science and decision making. He extolled M. Johnson's
experience and honesty.

11: 37: 07 AM

GARY HOLLIER expressed support for the nom nee, paraphrasing
from a prepared statenment, which read as follows [original
punct uation provided]:

| amwiting to recommend you to vote to confirm Brent
Johnson to the State of Alaska Board of Fish. M.
Johnson is well respected [in] our comunity and is

very know edgeable in all aspects  of fishery
managenent and process. He is very articulate, wtty,
and nost of all very honest. Hs high level of

integrity and norals would be a benefit to the BOF.
There IS strong opposi tion com ng from the

“professional” sport industry. Kenai River Sportsnman
Association (KRSA), and the Kenai River Professional
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Qui des Association (KRPGA) have nounted a trenmendous
canpaign in opposition to M. Johnson’'s confirmation.
In the 25+ years that | have been involved with the
BOF on Cook Inlet issues, | have never wtness|ed]
such an assault. They claim that by putting M.
Johnson on the BOF the balance of power would be
shifted to the “conmmercial” side. These two groups
fail to nmention in past years, that on a seven nenber
STATEWDE BOF there have been tines when four Cook
Inlet Sport Fish representatives were on the BOF at
the sanme tine. On one BOF there was Ed Dersham
(comrercial halibut charter guide from Anchor Pt.),
Andy Szczesny, (Kenai River Guide from Sol dotna), Dan
Coffey (author of fish initiative which was found
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court), and Larry
Engel, (strong sport fish advocate from the Valley).
These “sport fish” organizations did not have a
problemwith the makeup of that BOF. You tal k about a
stacked deck.

The Chairman at the 2008 BOF stated that regulations
enacted by past BOFs, caused five years of over
escapenment to the Kenai River which resulted in a |oss
of 40 to 60 mllion dollars to the industry.

The people and groups that are so opposed to M.
Johnson's confirmation, do have sonething to worry
about . They are fighting such a battle to keep M
Johnson off the BOF because they have seen him
participate at the BOF for years. They know that he
is very qualified to review the data and fornulate
regul ati ons based on the best avail able science. He
can not and will not be persuaded to do anything that
is not based on sound science.

The State of Al aska needs people like M. Johnson on
the BOF who have strong ethics, who cannot be
persuaded to go agai nst sound science for the benefit
of special interest groups. Pl ease confirm M. Brent
Johnson.

11: 39: 59 AM

JEFF BEAUDO N confirnmed support for t he appoi nt ment,
paraphrasing from a prepared statenent, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:
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First of al |, I want to express ny sincere
appreciation for Governor Palin's appointnent of M.
Brent Johnson to the Al aska Board of Fisheries.

| have known M. Johnson for over twenty years and
personally w tnessed the dedication, know edge, and
fair-m nded approach wthin Brent's character -
positive attributes required for fair, conplete, and
reasoned deci sion making by the Board of Fisheries.

M. Johnson understands fishery resource nanagenent,
nunmerous conmmercial and sport fisheries and the
important function of the Board of Fisheries. M.
Johnson has extensive experience with the Board of
Fisheries public process as: past chairman of the
Kenai - Sol dotna Fish and Gane Advisory, past president
of Kenai Peninsula Fishernen's Association, and
presi dent of Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association.

M. Johnson has dedicated thousands of hours of tine
and expertise to numerous non-profit associations and
boards for decades. I ook forward to the
| egislature's confirmation on the appointnent of M.
Brent Johnson.

11: 44: 23 AM

Rl CKY  GEASE, Executive D rector, Kenai Ri ver Sportfishing
Associ ati on, presented two points of opposition to the
appointment: Interior Alaska would not be served, and past
experience indicated that M. Johnson put commercial use ahead
of other interest groups. He expressed concern wth M.

Johnson's support of the federal |awsuits that would all ow "non-
resident commercial fishernmen on equal footing wth resident
only fisheries."

11:47: 29 AM

RON RAINEY conveyed his opposition to the appointnent. He
expressed his concern with the lack of representation from the
Interior and the potential for conflicting out of nany
commercial fishery decisions.

11:48: 55 AM

RI CHARD ERKENEFF, Lodge Owmner, enphasized that sustainable
fisheries nmust be provided for all user groups. He pointed out
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that the Board of Fisheries was a seven seat board that nust be
bal anced to provide "a fair shake" for all the user groups, and
that this nomnation would overweigh the board with comrerci al
fishernmen interests.

11:50: 59 AM

JOSEPH CONNORS pointed out that during past board neetings, M.
Johnson had advocated for comercial fishernen. He expressed
concern for too much representation by Cook Inlet and comerci al
fisheries, and not enough representation by |icensed guides.

11:52: 50 AM

DAVID GOGA A, Cuide, enphasized the inportance of Interior
representation and a balanced representation for all user
gr oups.

11:53: 48 AM

RCDNEY BERG offered his strong opposition to the appointnent

He expressed his belief of a lack of vetting for the nom nee
He opined that M. Johnson had a "huge disdain for all user
groups besides his own."

11:55:12 AM

Rl CHARD THOWPSON read a prepared statement:

| think Brent Johnson would be a great nenber to the

Board of Fisheries. He is an active nenber of many
organi zations, including Cook Inlet Aquaculture, Fish
and Gane  Advisory Commttee, and the Kasil of
Hi storical Association. To a |esser extent, he has

served with the local setnet group, KPFA (Kenai
Peni nsula Fishernmen's Association), and Cook Inlet

Sal non brand. Brent is very know edgeable in | ocal
fishery managenent and issues that relate to Cook
Inlet. Sonme things he is saying are things that
people do not want to hear, but his statenents are
al ways based in fact. Brent Johnson is the voice Cook
Inlet needs and true representation of all the user
gr oups.

11: 55: 55 AM
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STEVE TVENSTRUP, Conmerci al Fisherman, declared that M. Johnson
would perform the duties "to the best of his ability." He
poi nted out that when he spoke at neetings all seven nenbers of
the Board of Fisheries listened to his proposals and positions.
He supported that M. Johnson would also well represent all the
regi ons.

11:57: 28 AM

PAUL SHADURA, Executive Director, Kenai Peninsula Fishernmen's
Associ ati on, read from a prepared statenent [ ori gi nal
punct uation provided]:

My nanme is Paul Shadura, | am the Executive D rector
of the Kenai Peninsul a Fi shermen's Associ ati on.

This is the Kenai Peninsula Fishernmen's Associations
(KPFA) 55th year representing the setnet fishery
within the waters of Cook Inlet. Many changes have
taken place over these years but there is one constant
that is always clear: if you have healthy returns that
are managed for "Maximum Sustained Yield" then there
will always be a "harvestable surplus.”

KPFA's mssion: "Ensuring the Sustainability of Qur
Fi shery Resources" is paranount to remaining a viable
setnet fishery and to allow a "reasonabl e opportunity”
of the harvest by all user groups. W do not support
t he exclusion of any one resource user but strive for
a consensus regarding objectives. Pronoting an
exchange of information and understanding anong
st akehol ders.

KPFA is insistent that the principles of high
sustained yield with strong guidelines to nmintain
envi ronment al standards should be the first rule in C
[ Cook Inlet] fisheries nanagenent. Managers of both
sport and commerci al division should formulate
different strategies that conplenent each other not
conflict. Departnments should actively seek guidance
from stakeholders on how best to participate in the
fishery resources. They should engage the users to be
realistic in their approach to maintain the goals.
The public should support reasonabl e achi evabl e
expectations wwthin a fully utilized resource.
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It is in the best interest of the state and for
resource stability to have open discussions wth
st akehol ders, departnent personnel and BOF nenbers.
Restrictions on the open neeting process from past
boards should not and cannot be tolerated. Back room
bargaining, interest group coercion of departnent
personnel, closed neetings with board nenbers and the
public, ADF&G staff that are instructed to work on
proposals for individual board nenbers with secrecy
and that are aligned with a single interest group, or
i ndi vidual staff that are advocating for their own

interest or a division's goal is not the way to
acconplish a fair pronmulgation of the laws of the
state and of the country. Certainly not an open

process that basis decisions on principles of equality
and nutual respect.

Please review this as a guide to assist your
understanding of set net fishers in Cook Inlet. We
are a diverse group and strive to arrive at a
consensus for nost of these proposed regulatory
changes. KPFA policy is not to comment on allocative
changes that are directed at other set net fishernen
wi thin our group. Fishermen are allowed to speak on
their own behalf and I am sure you will find that they
have no hesitance in doing just that. Not e that KPFA
refrains from commenting or even submtting negative
proposals on other user groups. After this neeting
process is done we nust all return hone and once again
live with one another as Al askan's.

These statenments are excerpts from the 2008 Upper Cook
Inl et Board of Fish regulatory neeting and as such are

on record. As a nmenber of our organization Brent
Johnson has always held the public process in high
regards. Brent Johnson respects the rights of an
i ndi vi dual pl ease respect his right to be an
i ndi vi dual .

KPFA urges you to support the confirmation of Brent G
Johnson on the Al aska Board of Fisheries.

He enphasized that KPFA was "not a direct party to any suit
which  chall enges personal use fisheries. That iIs a
m sconception and |I'm sorry to hear that so nuch, but it is a
total m sconception of the truth."”
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12: 00: 59 PM

GARRY KERNAN stated that he had been a conmercial fisherman and,
for the last 15 years, he was a fishing guide. He confirnmed his
opposition to the appointnent citing the need of fair
representation for all the fisheries.

12: 02: 06 PM

CHRIS GARCIA offered his belief that M. Johnson's main reason
for nomnation to the BOF was for a "lasting, renewable
resource.” He questioned why groups were attacking M. Johnson

He opined that it was the commercial fishery that had "given up
everything consistently.” He acknow edged that he was a nenber

of all the user groups, with the exception that he was not a
pr of essi onal gui de. He pointed out that the M. Johnson was an
honest man who cared about the resources. He asked for
confirmation for M. Johnson.

12: 05: 03 PM

CHRI STINE BRANDT read from a prepared statement [origina
punct uation provided]:

M/ nane is Christine Brandt and | support the
appoi ntment of Brent Johnson as a Board of Fisheries
Menber .

Bal ance to the current Board of Fisheries is; nore
than what soneone does for a living, nore than where
soneone lives, nore than what soneone's political
affiliations are. It should be someone who is; open-
m nded, approachable to the public, who is willing to
| earn and understand different cultures and values, to
be considerate, respectful, and have regard for the
principles of being fair and equitabl e.

It also should be soneone that understands the public
process.

Pl ease note Brent's experience with issues on; |and
devel opnent, South Central fisheries enhancenent and
rehabilitation projects, conservation and the persona
use of fish and ganme, and nelding the desires of
sever al i ndependent comer ci al fi shernen are
nmonunent al acconpl i shnent s.
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Let us not confuse the issue. Qur CGovernor, Sarah
Palin is not appointing any fishing group or specific
type of fishery to the Board of Fish. FACT, she is
appointing an active nmenber in the comunity, a person
involved in raising a famly, that has historica
roots within the Anchorage, Seldovia, and the greater
Kenai Peni nsul a.

Brent Johnson will be an excellent Board of Fisheries
menber with his longtinme board experience wth diverse
nmenber shi ps.

| believe that he will be an asset to all Al askans.

12: 06: 38 PM

DREW SPARLIN, President, United Cook Inlet Drift Association,
affirmed his support, paraphrasing from a prepared statenent
whi ch read as follows [original punctuation provided]:

| am encouraging this body to confirm the appointnent

of Brent Johnson to the Board of Fish. | have worked
with Brent on nmany issues and several Boards over the
last thirty years and | know that he wll be a fair

and intelligent voice on the Al aska Board of Fish.

12: 07: 32 PM

TYLAND VANLI ER expressed surprise that an appointee could not be
found that "everybody or at Ileast 70 percent of the people
couldn't agree on."

12: 08: 26 PM

MURRAY FENTON shared that he had been a river fishing guide for
the past 28 years. He offered his belief that M. Johnson woul d
not be objective, and should not be appoi nt ed.

12:09: 21 PM

GERALD MCUNE, Lobbyist, United Fishernen of Al aska (UFA),
i ndicated support for the candidate, as he was appointed by
Governor Palin. He said M. Johnson would be a fair, bal anced,
and know edgeable nenber of the board. He opined that the
conflict out would not matter, as any nenber may be required to
conflict out on various issues. He noted that each board nenber
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had the opportunity to gain information on every area, as
required, and to do the homeworKk.

12:11: 36 PM

ROBERT THORSTENSON, Executive Director, Southeast Al aska Seiners
Association (SEAS), referred to a letter of support he had
subm tted. [Included in the nenbers' packets.] He reiterated
SEAS support for Brent Johnson.

12: 12: 06 PM

CHAI R EDGVON cl osed public testinony.

12:12: 16 PM

CHAI R EDGVON enphasi zed that a decision for confirmation was not
being made by the commttee; only that consideration was given
to forward the nom nee to the joint session of both houses.

12:12:48 PM

MR  JOHNSON reflected that comercial fishermen had been
appointed to the BOF in the past and had provided good service
to the state. He specified that he had never opposed persona
use or dip net fishing. He pledged to consider Interior issues,
as well as all other regions, and search for solutions with "a
fresh mnd, some new blood, and a ot of vimand vigor."

12:14: 45 PM

CHAIR EDGVON clarified that M. Johnson's nom nation woul d next
be forwarded to the House Resources Standing Conmittee.

12:14:55 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH expressed concern that four board nenbers
woul d be from Cook Inlet and with the necessity to conflict out.

12:15: 35 PM

MR, JOHNSON, in response to Representative Buch, agreed that it
woul d be necessary that he conflict out on issues of conmercia
fishing in Cook Inlet; however, he noted that there were two
ot her sport fishing board nmenbers who could vote on commerci al
fishing issues.
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12:16: 17 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked M. Johnson how he woul d exercise
his objectivity on proposals.

MR, JOHNSON pointed out the difficulty of a response wthout a
specific proposal to address. He called attention to the
testinmony that he was a zealot set netter, a zealot historian,
and a zealot Kasilof representative, and he affirned that as a
BOF nenber, he would be a "zealot representative of the people
of Alaska for good fisheries managenent, and |'m gonna do ny
very best to try to maxim ze the nunber of fish that return to
each system everywhere in the state.”

12:18: 28 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI sought M. Johnson's opinion of persona
use fisheries on the Kenai and the Kasilof Rivers, relative to
protection of the state's fisheries interests.

MR. JOHNSON replied that he supported the subsistence fisheries,
along with the personal wuse fisheries. He reflected that
neither the Atlantic salnmon, the Cape Cod <cod, nor the
Newf oundl and Banks cod fisheries were being conmmercially
harvested. He noted that these fisheries, along with the O egon
and Washington fisheries, all had problens with over fishing and
ot her environnmental concerns, and that these were issues that he
woul d nonitor.

12: 20: 55 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI cited the Copper River dip net law suit
and asked for conment.

MR. JOHNSON, in response to Representative Kawasaki, stressed
that everyone had a right to redress through the court system
However, he declined conment on the |lawsuit as he did not have
enough i nformation.

12:22: 15 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI offered to provide docunentation on the
lawsuit for M. Johnson to review prior to the next committee of
referral

MR. JOHNSON wel conmed the opportunity to review the information.
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12:22: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER conpl i nented M. Johnson that no w tnesses
had questioned his <character or integrity. Representati ve
Keller noved to advance M. Brent Johnson's nom nation out of
comm ttee.

12: 23: 43 PM

There being no objection, the nom nation was advanced from the
House Special Commttee on Fisheries.

12: 23: 53 PM

ADJ OURNMENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Speci al Committee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at
12: 23p. m
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