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Tal keetna; Dallas Mussie, Susitna Anerican

Wasil |l a

NAM NG VETERANS' WAY | N MAT- SU

CS HB 226 (TRA) was REPORTED out of
Committee wth a "do pass" recomendation
and with a new Departnent of Transportation
fiscal note.
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9:07:41 AM

#hb226
HOUSE BI LL NO. 226

"An Act renaming Seldon Road and that portion of
Bogard Road that extends between Palner and Meadow
Lakes, as Veterans' Way."

9:08:12 AM

REPRESENTATI VE WES KELLER, the bill's sponsor, depicted the
bill as a tribute to the veterans of Al aska for their
service and sacrifice. He expressed the inportance of
remenbering that the freedom for self determnation is paid
for wwth the sacrifice of veterans who serve this country.
He reported on the variety of nanes that presently exit
along the roadway. He referred to the Wasilla map (copy on
file). Representative Keller reported that he knocked on
doors along the corridor and encountered no problens or
resistance with Wasilla locals in changing the nane of the
corridor to honor the veterans.

9:11: 05 AM

Co-Chair Stoltze clarified that the nanme change would
follow the sane procedure as other veteran corridors in
Alaska in that it does not change the nanes of the |oca
roads, but has an overl ap nane assigned to the roadway.

Representative Keller agreed. He expressed again the |oca
ent husi asm for the process.

Co-Chair Stoltze reiterated that renam ng roads can be nore
conplicated, but this bill only renanes the entire corridor
to honor the veterans.

9:12:17 AM

Representative Gara asked if there was any conmunity
opposition to this bill.

Representative Keller replied that the community has given
this bill its enthusiastic support.
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Representative Foster agreed the bill is good idea. He
wondered if there was any negative coments, and, if so,
what they m ght have been.

Representative Keller responded that there was no negative
response within the community.

9:13:30 AM

YUKON TANNER, TALKEETNA (via tel econference) announced t hat
he proposed to change the corridor to Veterans \Way years
ago, but nmet with a political obstacle at that tinme which
del ayed the process. Last year several hundred signatures
were gathered in support of namng the corridor in honor of
vet er ans (copy on file). He revealed that after
accunul ating hundreds of signatures, only tw people
initially refused to sign, but after further explanation
they were nore agreeable. He found zero resistance to
changing the nane. M. Tanner expounded on the history of
his famly's mlitary service and reiterated that the nane
honors veterans and is the respectful thing to do.

Co-Chair Stoltze acknowl edged that the commttee had copies
of the letter signed by the Mat-Su Vall ey del egati on.

9:16:10 AM

DALLAS MASSI E, SUSI TNA AMERI CAN LEG ON POST 35, WASILLA
(via tel econference) spoke on behalf of the 500 nenbers in
the | egion. He expounded of his famly's mlitary service.
He supported the bill on behalf of his famly and the
menbers of the Anerican Legion Post in Susitna.

Co-Chair Stoltze asked for any further public testinony.
Co-Chair Stoltze closed public testinony.

9:17:48 AM

MARY S| RKKY, SPECI AL ASSI STANT TO THE COW SSI ONER
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON conmuni cated the changes in
the revised fiscal not e. The  depart nent initially
understood that the section of road was to be entirely
renamed and the original fiscal note for $34,000 reflected
the necessary changes. After further explanation the
departnment revised the fiscal note to a |ower nunber with a
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reduction for only ten signs. The new fiscal note is for
$8, 500.

Co-Chair Stoltze honored Private First Cass Janmes Mller
from Chugiak who was killed in action in Afghanistan. He
acknow edged ot her veterans in the room

9:20: 11 AM

Vi ce-Chair Thonmas MOVED to report CS HB 226 (TRA) out of
Comm ttee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanyi ng fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so order ed.

CS HB 226 (TRA) was REPORTED out of Conmittee with a "do
pass" recomendation and wth a new Departnent of
Transportation fiscal note.

#
ADJ QURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 9:21 AM
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