9:08:51 AM

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair

HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
March 29, 2010
9:08 a. m

Stoltze called the House Finance Conmittee neeting

to order at 9:08 a. m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve

ALSO PRESENT

Li z d enent,
Davi dson,

Legi slative Auditor,

Co- Chair
Co-Chair
Vice-Chair

M ke Hawker,
Bill Stoltze,
Bill Thomas Jr.,
Anna Faircl ough
Neal Foster

Les Gara

Reggi e Joul e

M ke Kelly

Al l an Aust er nan
M ke Doogan
Wbodi e Sal non

Staff, Representative Bob Herron; Pat

Legislative Audit Division

Legislative Affairs Agency; Jennifer Strickler, Operations
Manager , Di vi si on of Cor por at i ons, Busi nesses, and
Prof essi onal Licensing, Departnment of Comerce, Conmunity
and Econom c Devel opnent.
SUMVARY
HB 376 EXTEND BD OF PSYCHOLOG ST & PSYCH. ASSOC
HB 376 was REPORTED out of Commttee with a "do
pass" recomrendation and with the attached fisca
note by the Departnent of Commerce, Comunity and

Econom ¢ Devel opnent.
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#hb376
HOUSE BI LL NO. 376

"An Act extending the term nation date of the Board of
Psychol ogi st and Psychol ogi cal Associate Exam ners;
and providing for an effective date."

9:09:22 AM

LI Z CLEMENT, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE BOB HERRON, expl ai ned
that the bill sponsored by the House Health and Soci al
Services Commttee would extend the Board of Psychol ogi st
and Psychol ogi cal Associate Examiners from its current
expiration date of June 30, 2010 to a new sunset on June
30, 2018. She detailed that the board is conposed of five
vol unteer nenbers from around the state who are supported
by staff in the Departnent of Conmmerce, Conmunity and
Econom c Devel opnent (DCCED). The board licenses and
regul ates both psychol ogists and psychol ogi cal associ ates
in Alaska, ensuring that practitioners neet appropriate
educational and practice standards and provide safe,
pr of essi onal psychol ogi cal services to clients.

V5. Clenment pointed out that the 2009 Division of
Legislative Audit Comrittee report (Decenber 4, 2009, copy
on file) found no substantive problens with the board or
its performance, affirmed the value of the role it feels,
and recomrends an ei ght-year extension.

Ms. Clenent added that the DCCED fiscal note estimates an
annual budget of $78,500, which is covered fully by
licensing fees collected from applicants. She enphasized
the inportance of passing the measure during the current
| egi sl ati ve session.

Co-Chair Stoltze asked for further information regarding
filling boards with qualified applicants.

9:13: 04 AM

PAT  DAVI DSCN, LEQ SLATI VE AUDI TCR, LEA SLATIVE AUDI T
Dl VI SI ON, LEA SLATIVE  AFFAIRS  ACGENCY, i nf or med t he
conmittee that +the board audit had identified three
concerns. The first related to insufficient support from

the licensing examner of the DCCED Division of Boards,
Conmi ssions, and Professional Licensing. The second concern
related to tinely filling of board vacancies by the Ofice
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of the Governor. The third issue, which is unique to the
board, was inadequate followup and nonitoring by the
licensing exam ner for courtesy licenses issued between FY
05 and FY 09. Courtesy licenses require practitioners to
file nonthly reports identifying activities in Al aska;
reports by three of the eleven audited were not conplete
and not filed in a tinely manner.

Co- Chai r Stoltze asked whet her Legi sl ative Audi t
recoomended the eight-year extension in spite of the
concer ns. Ms. Davi dson replied that the division
recommended the extension because it found the concerns
related to adm nistrative support for the board and did not
represent deficiencies in the operation of the board.

JENNI FER  STRI CKLER, OPERATI ONS MANAGER, DVISION OF
CORPORATI ONS, BUSI NESSES, AND  PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSI NG
DEPARTMENT OF COWMERCE, COVMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT,
informed the comrittee that the board had no vacancy; the
term of the chair of eight years had expired March 1, 2010,
and the governor’s office had appointed a replacenent on
time. She acknow edged that the division fell short in
nmonitoring courtesy licenses. She explained that courtesy
licenses are for practitioners from outside the state who
cone to Alaska to do business, such as appear before a
court or conduct short-term practice. State regulations
require that individuals can only obtain one courtesy
license and can practice in Al aska for a maxi mnum of only 30
days. In addition, the licensee nust subnmt a report to the
division of how many days they were in the state each
month. She noted that there had only been 11 such |icenses
bet ween 2005 and 2009; there were none in the past two
years.

Ms. Strickler reported that in response to the audit, the
chair of the board stated that he would nmake the review of
courtesy licenses a regular agenda item at board neetings.

9:17:24 AM

Co-Chair Hawker stated concerns about the need for
adm ni strative support by the departnent.

Co-Chair Stoltze opined that the extension audits have been

sunset reviews on the admnistration as nuch as on the
i ndi vi dual boards. He expected inprovenent.
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Co-Chair Stoltze asked for details regarding the fisca
note. Ms. Strickler responded that the fiscal note is based

on the average biennial costs of the board; licenses are
issued for two-year periods. The $78,500 operating costs
are paid for through collection of Ilicensing fees. She

noted that the board is required by statute to neet three
ti mes each year, necessitating the $15,300 for travel; the
$28,200 for contractual costs covered hearing costs and
attorney’ s fees.

Co- Chair Hawker MOVED to report HB 376 out of Conmttee
wi th individual reconmendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not e.

HB 376 was REPORTED out of Committee with a "do pass"”
recomrendation and with the attached fiscal note by the
Departnent of Comrerce, Community and Econom c Devel opnent.

#
ADJ QURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 9:20 AM
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