HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 3, 2010
1:37 p.m

1: 37: 59 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Hawker called the House Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 1:37 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve M ke Hawker, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Co-Chair
Representative Allan Austerman
Representative M ke Doogan
Representati ve Neal Foster
Representative Les Gara
Representative Mke Kelly

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representati ve Reggi e Joul e

Representati ve Wodi e Sal non

Representati ve Anna Faircl ough
Representative Bill Thomas Jr., Vice-Chair

ALSO PRESENT

Jake Metcalfe, Executive Director, Public Safety Enployee
Associ ation (PSEA); Jeff Stephan, Manger, United Fisherman's
Mar ket i ng Associ ati on, Kodi ak;

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Pricilla Rice, 4-H Fairbanks, Tanana District Leaders; Fred
Schlutt, University of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF) D rector,
Cooperative Extension Service; Jeff Tucker, Fire Chief,
North Star Fire Departnent; Kinberlee Jones, Careline Crisis
Intervention; Ty Tigner, Program Director, Presbyterian
Hospitality House; Ashley Nukwak, nenber of Presbyterian
Hospitality House; M ke Sext on, PHA, Presbyteri an
Hospitality House; Cheryl Keepers, Fairbanks Northstar
Borough (FNSB) Child Care Assistant; Robin Frank, Tanana
Chi ef Conferences; Marla Lowder, UAF, Cooperative Extension
Service, 4-H Brenda Stanfill, Interior Al aska Center for
Nonviolent Living (1AC; M chaella R ce, Self; Angel
Dot omai n, President, AK Native Health Board; Jacki e Debevec,
Career Services Coordinator, Career Services Departnent,
Uni versity of Al aska, Fairbanks; Annette Becker, Executive
Director, Youth Advocate, Sitka; Chris Bauman, Executive
Director, Sitkans Against Famly Violence (SAFV), Sitka;
Jerry Dzugan, Director, Alaska Marine Safely Education
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Associ ation, Sitka; Julianne Curry, Executive Director,
Petersburg Vessel Oawners Association, Pet er sbur g; Li z
Cabrer a, Pet er sburg Econom ¢ Devel opnent Counci |,
Pet ersburg; Barry Bracken, Petersburg Marine Manmal Center,
Pet er sburg; Robert Thomason, Superintendent, Petersburg Gty
Schools, Petersburg; Fritz Johnson, Regional Fisheries
Coordi nator, Bristol Bay Econom c Devel opnent Corporation,
Dllingham Gnger Baim Director, Safe and Fear Free
Environnent, (SAFE), Dillingham Susan Flensburg, Bristol
Bay Native Association, D llingham RJ Kopchak, Devel opnment
Director, Prince WIlIliam Sound Science Center, Cordova;
Rochell e Van Den Broek, Cordova District Fishernmen United
(CDFU), Cordova; Beth Poole, Executive Director, Copper
River Delta, Prince WIIliam Sound, Marketing Association;
Ei l een Sylvester, Vice President, South Central Foundation;
Greg Wite, Sitka Prevention, Sitka; Joni Johnson, Student,
Pet ersburg Hi gh School, Petersburg; Mchelle Dewitt, Bethel;
Cynthia Berns, dd Harbor, Al aska; Desiree Conpton, Best
Begi nni ngs, Mat-Su; Linda Conover, WMat-Su; Janmes Garhart,
Mat - Su; Pat Hol mes, Kodiak; Barb Zi merman, 4-H clubs,
Kodi ak; Julie Kvanaugh, staff, University Cooperative
Extension Service, Kodiak; WMirie Rice, Kodiak; A Burch,
Executive Director, Al aska Witefish Craw ers Association

Kodi ak; Murat Balaban, Director of Fishery Industria

Center, Kodiak; Barbara Bolson, Kodiak College; Karen
Lanbert, Kodi ak; Wendy G erard, Assi st ant Director,
University of Alaska Southeast, Ketchikan; Sandra Rusin
McCray, National Sales Mnager for CBS TV for Southeast
Al aska, Ketchikan; N na Allen, CEO of the Mental Health
Center, Honer; denn Seaman, Homer; John Devens, Founding
President of the Prince WIIliam Sound Community Coll ege,
Representative on the UAA advisory board, Valdez; Carrie
Beeman, Chair of the Upper Tanana |nmagination Library, Tok;
David Squires, Fire Chief, Seward; Bill Burton, owner Kodi ak
Ganme Ranch; Donn Bennice, President for Alaska Famly
Services in Pal mer, Mat- Su;

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

The followng overview was taken in log note fornmat.

Handouts wll be on file wth the House Finance Commttee
through the 26th Legislative Session, contact 465-6814.
After the 26th Legislative Session they wll be available
through the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

#hb300

#hb302

HOUSE BI LL NO._ 300

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnent, for certain
progranms, and to capitalize funds; making suppl enenta
appropriations; mnaking appropriations under art. |X
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sec. 17(c), Constitution of the State of Alaska; and
providing for an effective date."

HOUSE BI LL NO._ 302

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
capi tal expenses of t he state's i nt egrated
conprehensi ve nmental health program and providing for
an effective date."

TI MVE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON

1:39:3 PM JAKE WMETCALFE, | Addressed the Departnent of Publ i c
EXECUTI VE Safety budget. He testified in support
DI RECTOR, of 15 new Village Public Safety Oficer
PUBLI C  SAFETY | ( VPSO positions. He stated t hat
EMPLOYEE addi ti onal over si ght troopers are
ASSQOCI ATI ON necessary. He pointed out that VPSO
(PSEA) , I ncreases are a val uabl e crinme

deterrent, but add to the need for
state troopers.

1:43:9 PM Representative |Asked about the nunber of troopers
Gar a requested and how it was deci ded upon.

1:44:3 PM M. Metcalfe Suggested that the nunbers of statew de
VPSGs are eighty or greater. Testinony,

and depart nent st udy about t he
appropriate nunber of necessary
troopers has occurred. Addi ti onal

troopers provide a deterrent to crine
and allow for better investigation of

cases.
1:46:9 PM Representative |Appreciated the information regarding
Foster the inpact of state troopers. He asked
if the nunbers of troopers requested

will continue to rise.

1:47:2 PM M. Metcalfe Suggested that the troopers nust be
trained to perform the investigations
as sone of the cases will not warrant
persecution. He noted that VPSGs do not
have t he traini ng necessary to
i nvestigate felony crines. The need for
oversight will exist as the trooper is
the trained investigator.

FAI RBANKS
1:49:4 PM PRICILLA RICE, |Testified in support of the Cooperative
4- H, Extension Service and the finance
FAI RBANKS, budget. She stated that she wutilizes
TANANA the Cooperative Extension Service. She
DI STRI CT explained that she is active with the

LEADERS (vi a | Cooperative Ext ensi on Servi ce 4-H
t el econference |aspect.
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)

1: 50: 7 PM

FRED SCHLUTT,
UNI VERSI TY  OF
ALASKA

Testified in support of the Cooperative
Extension Service and the University's
energy outreach efforts. He wshed to

FAlI RBANKS reduce dependence on fuel and increase
( UAF) efficiency of utilities. He was 1in
DI RECTOR, favor of funding the WMarine Advisory
COOPERATI VE Program ( MAP) servi ce.
EXTENSI ON
SERVI CE (via
tel econference
),

1:52:1 PM JEFF TUCKER, |Testified in support of funding for the
FI RE CHI EF, | Al aska Line Mbile Radi o System budget.
NORTH STAR|He encouraged that the house include
FI RE full funding of the local share into
DEPARTMVENT the final budget.
(via
tel econference
),

1:53:8 PM Kl MBERLEE Testified in support of HB 302. She
JONES, shared a story about a suicidal
CARELI NE gentleman. A phone call to Careline
CRI SI S Crisis I ntervention resul ted in
| NTERVENTI ON prevention of suicide. She highlighted
(via the strengths of the program
tel econference
),

1:56:3 PM Representative |Asked about the waitlist navigated
Gara t hrough the intervention process.
1:56:9 PM Ms. Jones Responded that unless a «caller is
acutely suicidal, they are placed on a
mental health care waitlist, which can
span  weeks. Follow up care and
connection with Careline is perforned
until an appointnent with a clinician
i s avail able.
1:57: 0 PM TY TIGNER, |Testified in support of the Bring the
PROGRAM Kids Home initiative. He stressed that
DI RECTOR, the initiative is crucial. He spoke to
PRESBYTERI AN the quality of <care at Presbyterian
HOSPI TALI TY Hospitality House and the inportance of
HOUSE (via|having the kids in Al aska.
tel econference
)

1:58:5 PM ASHLEY NUKWAK, |Testified in support of the Bring the
VEMBER OF |[Kids Hone initiative. She spoke of her
PRESBYTERI AN positive experience in the Presbyterian
HOSPI TALI TY Hospitality House.
HOUSE (via
tel econference
),

1:59:3 PM M KE SEXTON, | Testified in support of ongoing funding
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PHA,
PRESBYTERI AN
HOSPI TALI TY
HOUSE (via
t el econf erence

),

for the Bring the Kids Hone program He
advocated for living in state as famly
connections aid in success.

2:02: 7 PM CHERYL Testified in support of the rate change
KEEPERS, made |ast year by the |egislature.
FAI RBANKS Wrking parents and their enployers
NORTHSTAR wi || benefit from the change. The
BOROUGH (FNSB) |inconme guidelines have not been updated
CH LD CARE | since 2002 and many parents cannot neke
ASSI STANT (via|use of the program She encouraged
tel econference |additional funding for Department of
), Heal th and Social Services allow ng the

necessary update.

2:03: 8 PM ROBI N FRANK, |Spoke in support of the Departnent of
TANANA CHI EF | Labor and Wor kf orce Devel opnent
CONFERENCES fundi ng. She nentioned that the funding
(via I ncreased apprenticeship opportunities
tel econference |for Al askans.

),

2:05:4 PM MARLA LOWNDER, | Expressed gratitude for the Cooperative
UAF, Ext ensi on Service budget. She stated
COOPERATI VE that 4-H reaches 15 thousand children
EXTENSI ON per year with informal education and 2
SERVI CE, 4-H|to 3 thousand through the traditiona
(via 4-H cl ubs.

t el econference
),

2:07:3 PM BRENDA Testified in support of the governor's
STANFI LL, initiative to reduce the rates of
| NTERI OR donestic violence and sexual assault.
ALASKA CENTER|Victims services provide prevention
FOR NONVI OLENT | services which require funding. She
LI VI NG (I AC) | spoke about targeted education as a
(via form of prevention. She stated that
tel econference |[there is a deficit for victims
), services of $350 thousand this year.

2:12:2 PM Co Chair |Stated that he wished to make 2010 the
Hawker year of public safety. He stated that

the commttee recognizes the need for a
bal anced approach i ncl udi ng
preventative efforts. He recognized
that Representative Kelly has been
instrumental in retaining the focus of
the commttee.

2:13:4 PM M CHAELLA Testified in support of the Cooperative
RI CE, SELF | Extensi on Service. She explained that
(via she recently visited Juneau with 4-H
tel econference [and |earned about the legislative
), process.

2:14:8 PM ANGEL Testified in support of the governor's
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DOTOVAI N, initiative on donestic violence and
PRESI DENT, AK | sexual assault. She spoke in support of
NATI VE HEALTH|funding for prevention and progranms
BOARD (via|that reach various Al askans. Comrunity
tel econference |support is crucial.
),
2:17:6 PM Co Chair |Stated that he |ooked forward to a
Hawker conpr ehensi ve approach to t he
governor's initiative.
2:18:8 PM RECESS
3:01:9 PM RECONVENED
3:02: 0 PM JACKI E Testified for the full funding of the
DEBEVEC, university request in the budget, the
CAREER Life Sciences Facility, in particular.
SERVI CES The current |ack of space and outdated
COORDI NATOR, equi prrent weakens the university's
CAREER ability to attract top students,
SERVI CES faculty, and researchers. She thought
DEPARTMENT, that the facility could bring in nore
UNI VERSITY OF |[federal dollars for grant funding and
ALASKA, eventually support a pharmacy, vet
FAI RBANKS (via|school or nursing program Co-Chair
tel econference |Hawker pointed out funding for the
). projects nentioned would be found in
that stand al one appropriation bills or
the capital budget, and not in the
operati ng budget.
3:06:9 PM Sitka, W angel | , Pet er sbur g,
Dilli ngham Cordova
3:06:5 PM ANNETTE Urged support for the Bring the Kids
BECKER, Hone Initiative. She relayed funding
EXECUTI VE for the program keeps the youth, and
DI RECTOR, t he noney spent, in the state.
YOUTH
ADVOCATE
SI TKA (via
tel econference
),
3:08:9 PM CHRIS BAUMAN, | Urged support for child abuse
EXECUTI VE prevention prograns. He stressed the
DI RECTOR, need for Primary Prevention efforts in
SI TKANS order to prevent victimzation and
AGAI NST FAM LY |perpetration from occurring. Wth the
VI CLENCE states conmtnment and investnment in
( SAFV), SITKA|Primary Prevention efforts, both rural
(via and urban comunities throughout the
tel econference |state, could experience |ower rates of
), donesti c, sexual and teen dati ng
vi ol ence in Al aska.
3:10:5 PM JERRY DZUGAN, |Testified in support for full funding
DI RECTOR, of the wuniversity request for the 6
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ALASKA MARI NE | positions for the Marine Advisory
SAFELY Program (MAP). He opi ned the closing of
EDUCATI ON program offices in the state. He
ASSCCI ATI ON, stressed that MAP agents were a
SI TKA (via|valuable gift to Al aska.
t el econference
),

3:12:8 PM JULI ANNE Urged support for full funding of the
CURRY, university request in the budget. She
EXECUTI VE strongly supported funding for the
DI RECTOR, Marine Advisory Program and detailed
PETERSBURG the many ways the program had enhanced
VESSEL OWMERS [t he community of Petersburg.
ASSQOCI ATI CON,
PETERSBURG
(via
t el econference
),

3:14:9 PM LI CABRERA, | Strongly encouraged support for the 6
PETERSBURG Marine Advisory Positions |listed under
ECONOM C the university request in the budget.
DEVEL OPMVENT She considered the program a snmart
COUNCI L, I nvestment for the marine education of
PETERSBURG the youth of Al aska.
(via
t el econference
),

3:15:1 PM BARRY BRACKEN, | Advocat ed support for t he Mari ne
PETERSBURG Advi sory Program He detailed the many
MARINE MAMVAL | partnership progranms that the community
CENTER, had benefited from because of the
PETERSBURG program He felt it that the program
(via was a bastion of high quality marine
tel econference |research i nformation and was t oo
), val uabl e to | ose.

3:18:1 PM ROBERT Testified to the positive inpact the
THOVASON, Marine Advisory Program had benefited
SUPERI NTENDENT |the aquamarine and fisheries prograns
, PETERSBURG [wi t hin the Petersburg school district.
CITY SCHOOLS, | The opportunities provided by the
PETERSBURG program were unique and inportant. He
(via urged full support for the wuniversity
tel econference |funding.
),

3:19:1 PM FRI TZ JOHNSON, | Expressed strong support for university
REG ONAL fundi ng for t he Mar i ne Advi sory
FI SHERI ES Program The Bristol Bay Econom c
COCRDI NATOR, Devel opnent Corporation works closely
BRI STCL BAY |[wth the program The program is a
ECONOM C critical function in t he state
DEVEL OPVENT comercial fishing industry.
CORPORATI ON,
DI LLI NGHAM
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(via
t el econference
),

3:22:4 PM A NGER BAIM [WUged full funding of the governor's
DI RECTOR, SAFE |request for donmestic violence and
AND FEAR FREE |sexual assault prograns. She stated
ENVI RONMVENT, that Primary Prevention progranms were
( SAFE) , the nost effective way to end donestic
Dl LLI NGHAM violence and sexual assault in the
(via state. She said that Primary Prevention
tel econference |was nmaking a difference in the state by
), preventing t he first i nci dent of

victim zation or per petration of
vi ol ence. Co-Chair Hawker said the
commttee was working diligently on the
| Ssue.

3:27:8 PM SUSAN Testified in support of funding for the
FLENSBURG, Marine Advisory Program through full
BRI STOL BAY | funding for the university budget
NATI VE request. She shared the benefits
ASSQOCI ATI ON, brought to the community by the program
DI LLI NGHAM agent placed in Dllingham The program
(via has generated both educational and
tel econference |[economic growh in the community.

),

3:32:5 PM RJ KOPCHAK, [Urged full funding for the wuniversity
DEVEL OPVENT budget request, the Marine Advisory
DI RECTOR, Program in particular. The  Marine
PRINCE WLLIAM| Advisory Program plays a critical role
SOUND SCIENCE|in coastal comunities. He said that
CENTER, the program out of Cordova had been
CORDOVA (via|instrunental in establishing the Prince
tel econference |WIlliam Sound Science Center. The
), program has assisted the comunity in

begin fully involved in the fisheries
managenent and governance. The port of
Dut ch Harbor generates huge anounts of
noney for the state, and greatly
benefits fromthe program

3:36:5 PM ROCHELLE VAN | Testified in support for the full
DEN BROEK, [funding of the wuniversity request in
CORDOVA the FY11l budget. She detailed several
DI STRI CT ways that the |local MAP agent had
FI SHERMVEN hel ped the comunity. The program has
UNI TED (CDFU), |helped with fleet safety, efficiency of
CORDOVA (via|operations, fishing busi ness
tel econference |nmanagenent, sust ai nabl e busi ness
). practices, and econom c devel oprent.

She said that the program introduced

the CDFC to the Alaska Young Fisheries

Summ t, which proved to be fruitful for

the fishing fleet. She said that she

typically checks in wth the |ocal
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agent once a week. She stressed that
t he col I aborative nat ur e of t he
rel ati onship cannot be duplicated from

an office outside the community.

3:39:1 PM BETH POOLE, | Spoke in support of full funding for
EXECUTI VE costal Marine Advisory Program offices
Dl RECTOR, through the full funding of t he
COPPER Rl VER | uni versity request. She expressed
DELTA, PRI NCE | appreciation for the role of t he
WLLIAM SOUND, |program in Cor dova, and I n t he
MARKETI NG conmmer ci al fishing and seaf ood
ASSQOCI ATl ON I ndustry.
(via
t el econference
),
3:41:1 PM El LEEN Spoke in support for funding to end
SYLVESTER, donmestic violence and child abuse. She
VI CE nmentioned the specific needs of Al aska
PRESI DENT, Native people in rural and native
SOQUTH CENTRAL | communities. She said that the goal of
FOUNDATI ON the foundation was to end donestic
(via vi ol ence, child abuse, and child
tel econference |neglect in this generati on. The
), grassroots program is over 10 years
old. She requested specific funds of
$200,000 for the inplenentation of the
program in the Bristol Bay Region and
anot her $200,000 to provide training in
other regions of the state. Co-Chair
Hawker assured her that the commttee
woul d continue to discuss the issue.
3:45:9 PM GREG VWH TE, | Testified in favor of funding for the
SI TKA Bring the Kids Home  program He
PREVENTI ON, mentioned the Al aska Youth Initiative
SI TKA (via|and the positive inpact it has had on
tel econference |[nmenbers of his comunity. He strongly
), advocat ed cont i nued fundi ng for
prograns that help at-risk children. He
expressed his belief that the children
should be allowed to stay in their hone
communities to receive the help that
t hey need.
3:49: 8 PM JONI JOHNSQN, | Urged support for continued funding for
STUDENT, the Marine Advisory Program She spoke
PETERSBURG of the benefits of the program within
H GH SCHOOL, | her conmunity. She stressed that the
PETERSBURG program was nulti-faceted and was
(via | mpor t ant in many circles of her
tel econference |conmunity.
),
3:51: 8 PM M CHELLE Spoke in support for funding of the
DEW TT, BETHEL | Donestic Vi ol ence Initiative. She
(via encouraged the legislature to invest in
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t el econf erence

),

preventi on prograns. She felt that
effective prevention prograns would
greatly serve her region to bring down
the high rates of donestic violence and
sexual assaul t. The  Teens Acti ng
Agai nst Violence program which began
in 1996, had not received state funding
since 2002. She hoped the conmittee
woul d consider making an investnent in

the program and others like it.

3:54:4 PM CYNTHI A BERNS, | Thanked the commttee for the increased
oD HARBOR, |funding for Best Beginnings. She said
ALASKA (via|that parents in her comunity were
tel econference |[reading nore to their children due to
), the I magination Library Program offered
by Best Begi nnings. She felt that rural
areas often had difficulty getting
books to their youth and that the Best
Begi nni ngs program had been hel pful.
3:56: 7 PM AT EASE
4.18:8 PM RECONVENED
Honer , Kenai , Val dez, Ket chi kan,
Kodi ak, Seward, Matsu, dennallen, Tok
4:19:5 PM JEFF  STEPHAN, | Urged support of the MAP program He
MANGER, UNITED|testified in support of the governor's
FI SHERVAN S original budget for this funding. He
MARKETI NG supported the inclusion of $614,000 in
ASSCCI ATI ON, the university of Al aska budget for the
KODI AK, marine advisory program He noted the
position in Kodiak has been unfunded 13
years. He explained the MAP program and
the inportance of this programto | ocal
comunities. He stated the inportance
to the five positions affected by this
f undi ng. He not ed MAP  wor ks in
partnership wth |ocal comunities,
residents, organizations, businesses on
subjects relevant to cultural, social,
and econom ¢ wel | bei ng of t he
conmuni ties.
4:23:9 PM Co- Chair Wndered why this was not in the
Stoltze commercial fisheries section of the
Departnent of Fish and Gane budget.
4:24:3 PM DESI REE Thanked the subcommittee for increasing
COVPTON, BEST |t he Best Begi nnings budget. She noted
BEG NNI NGS, the inportance of the investnent in
MAT- SU (via|young people increase their chance for
tel econference |success in school and life. They want
), to focus on the youngest nenbers and
their famli es.
4:26:1 PM LI NDA CONOVER, | Thanked the subcomnmttee for increasing
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MAT- SU (via
t el econf erence

),

the funding for Best
governor's budget.

Begi nnings in the
She al so supported

the Imagination Library and noted that
by reading to children in their early
years will give them the biggest boost

to future success.

4.27:3 PM JAMES GARHART, | Supported a forward funded budget. He
MAT- SU (via|believed I n a smal | er fiscal
tel econference |conservative governnent. He thought the
), Departnent of Revenue funding shoul d be
cut because of its inaccuracy. He found
m stakes in their revenue forecasting.
He indicated that a phone nunber given
to him by Co-Chair Stoltze had proved
unproductive with no response.

Co- Chair Apol ogi zed that his calls have not been

Stoltze returned. He wll straighten this
probl em out for him

Co- Chair Ofered if questions had been sent to

Hawker the DOR that have not been returned,
pl ease contact his office.

4:31:2 PM PAT HOLMES, | Supported a need for additional funding
KCDI AK (via|for ADFG Over the past 12 years they
tel econference |have gone from 12 state funded weirs to
), 4. There are serious problens wth

subsi stence. He supported the budget
request for western region sonar. He
urged support for the $100,000 funding
for this sonar and other funding for
fisheries.

4:34:4 PM BARB Testified for an increase in the budget
ZI MMERVAN, 4-H|for the Cooperative Extension Service
CLUBS, KODI AK | program She told of the success of the
(via 4-H prograns within the conmunity. She
tel econference |noted the inportance of the 4-H program
), in helping the children in smaller

comunities. She expressed delight with
the help provided by 4-H informtion
panphlets. She would also Ilike the
funding of the agent position in
Kodi ak.

4:37:7 PM JULI E Testified in support of the Cooperative
KVANAUGH, Ext ensi on Service program She believed
STAFF, this was inportant to retain and
UNI VERSI TY capture | ocal youth  for Al aska' s
COOPERATI VE future. She referred to positions
EXTENSI ON scheduled to be term nated due to I|ack
SERVI CE, of funding. The governor's budget shows
KCDI AK (via|funding for t hese positions. The
tel econference |legislature needs to |ook at the
), positive aspect of these MAP positions

for Alaska and continue the funding.

Kodi ak wants to strengthen the UA bond.
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4:39:3 PM MARI E RI CE

KCDI AK
),

(via

t el econf erence

Supported the Cooperative Extension
Service program with the university.
She related her personal experience and
help with this program She hel ped get
the program started in Kodiak and the
use of the agent was vital. This full
time agent position was |lost 13 years
ago, but would really like that full
tine position refunded.

4:42:2 PM AL BURCH,

EXECUTI VE
DI RECTCR,
ALASKA
VWH TEFI SH
CRAW.ERS

KODI AK
).

ASSOCI ATI ON,

(via

t el econf erence

Support ed t he t esti nony for t he
Cooperative Extension Service program
He supported the continued funding of
the MAP program He reported his
personal experience in his early years
I n Kodiak. He supported the research
and help with students over the years.
He has heard of nore offices being
closed and urged support for them to
reopen.

4:44:5 PM MURAT BALABAN,

Dl RECTOR
FI SHERY

| NDUSTRI AL
(via

).

OF

CENTER, KODI AK

t el econf erence

Spoke to the inportance of the fish
I ndustry to Al aska. He strongly
supported the MAP program by naking the
6 reported positions pernmanent. The
agents are the ears, eyes, and hands of
t he uni versity and t hey hel p
comunities sustain an economcally
viable industry and a way of life. Co-
Chair Hawker spoke of the underutilized
office in Kodiak and would like to see
nore people working wth it. \V/ g
Bal aban reported that all the student
roons are full and student apartnents
are full.

4:46:7 PM BARBARA
COLLEGE

),

BOLSQN, KOCDI AK

(via

t el econf erence

Thanked the committee for the support
given to the Cooperative Extension
program with the university and Kodi ak
Col | ege. She urged the commttee
menbers to visit the college and the
good works being acconplished. She
not ed wor kshops and prograns avail abl e.
She stated that they are trying to
I mprove college readiness to students
i n high schools.

4:49:6 PM KAREN LAMBERT,

KODI AK
)

(via

t el econf erence

Spoke in support for the Al aska Lega
Services Corporation. The best way to
keep budgets in check is to invest the
state's noney w sely and she believed
that the local |egal services program
was a cost efficient program

4:50:2 PM VEENDY G ERARD,

ASS| STANT
DI RECTOR,
UNI VERSI TY

OF

Thanked the conmittee for support to
the university. She urged the conmttee
to reconsider the governor's budget for
funding the university in Alaska. The
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ALASKA uni versity hel ps students prepare to be
SOQUTHEAST, the next generation of |eaders for
KETCH KAN (via|Al aska. The wuniversity partners wth
tel econference |industries in the region for workforce

), pl acenent in Al aska j obs. The
enroll ment in Ketchi kan canmpus and the
university as a whole is up and the
benefits are becomng nore evident.
Students and parents are seeing the
benefits  of the system and nore
students are choosing to stay in the
state of their education. They are
training for j obs t hat will be
beneficial to the state.

4:53:3 PM SANDRA RUSI N| Urged support of the Bring the Kids
MCCRAY, Home program and related a personal
NATI ONAL SALES |story of her step-child who had to go
MANAGER FOR|out of state for long term care. Her
CBS TV FOR | daughter was gone over 4 years and
SOUTHEAST noved to 3 different states to receive
ALASKA, the proper care. The long term effect
KETCH KAN (via|of being away from honme has had a |ong
tel econference [term effect on her and the famly as
), well as the difficult financial costs.

She added that regular conmunication
with the child and famly was limted
and often it is too expensive for the
famly to travel and visit the child.
She believed it nade nore sense to keep
the noney in state. She believed it
would be cheaper in the long run to
keep the chil dren hone.

4:59:6 PM Representative |Questioned the cost of youth in state
Gar a and asked how often Medicaid would

approve travel for a parent to visit
the child.

Ms. Rusin Answered that Medi caid approved 4
visits a year for no longer than 3
days. She added that it is restricted
to one parent and it nust be in regard
to working one on one in the child's
treatnment. It is not for a famly
visit. She noted that when the children
are sent to these centers the parents
cannot cone for a visit during the fist
6 nont hs.

5:01:1 PM NI NA ALLEN, |Urged support of the Bring the Kids
CEO OF THE | Homre initiative and t hanked t he
MENTAL HEALTH|comm ttee for their support. The
CENTER, HOVER | program is successful for its many
(via acconpl i shnments. This program has been
tel econference |successful due to its nulti-pronged
), approach to the issue. She urged the
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comrittee to adopt in full t he
governor's full increnment for this
program

5:03: 8 PM GLENN  SEAMAN, | Supported the MAP program He related
HOVER (via|his personal experiences in seeing the
tel econference |[help the program has done for the
), coastal communities. He nentioned the

excellent help in the training prograns
and the effectiveness of addressing the
needs of the communities. He supported
the addition of the new offices in the
st at e.

5:06:3 PM JOHN DEVENS, | Urged support of the UAA budget as
FOUNDI NG presented by the Board of Regents. He
PRESI| DENT OF |also wanted to draw attention to the
THE PRINCE [value of the small rural colleges in
WLLIAM SOUND| Al aska. He related the inportance for
COMVUNI TY rural students to have access to this
COLLEGE, higher leaning as a bridge to the
REPRESENTATI VE |university. These students who go to
ON THE UAA | school in Alaska are the ones nost
ADVI SCRY likely to stay in Alaska and contribute
BOARD, VALDEZ |to its future.

(via
t el econference
),

5:08:9 PM CARRI E BEEMAN, |Testified in support of conti nued
CHAIR OF THE|funding of the Imagination Library. It
UPPER TANANA |is so inportant to all conmunities but
| MAG NATI ON especially in the small communities in
L1 BRARY, TOK | Al aska. She communi cated that reading
(via to young children is the single nost
tel econference |[inportant things parents can do to
), insure their child success in school.

She noted that Best Beginnings is the
unbrell a or gani zati on for t he
| magi nation Library in Al aska. She
noted that over 100 children are
enrolled in the Upper Tanana region
| magi nation Library.

5:10: 2 PM DAVID SQURES, |[Reads from a letter by the Gty
FI RE CH EF, | Manager. He spoke to the deletion of
SEWARD (via|$150, 000 by t he house finance

t el econf erence

),

subconm ttee from the state's proposed
Departnent of Adm nistration budget for
mai ntaining Alaska land nmobile radio
system The conmittee directed that the
funds be collected fromlocal users. He

derided the inoperable comrunication
between public safety agencies. He
continued that Alaska was the first
state to adopt an operable statew de

conmuni cati on system ALNVAR. The
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mandated fees for Seward would force
the city to abandon plans to join ALMAR
or abandon the current use of the ALMAR
system and return to the | egacy system
This would endanger the future of
ener gency comuni cat i on in Al aska
causing an overall adverse inpact on
public safety in Al aska. The estimted
cost to Seward would be $28,800 per
year with additional yearly costs.

Co-Chair Hawker requested the Gty
Manger testinony be faxed to the house
finance conmttee.

5:15: 6 PM Bl LL BURTON,

OMNNER KODI AK
GAMVE RANCH
(via

t el econf erence

).

Ur ged support of t he Communi ty
Ext ensi on agent and the help they have
provided to his conpany and the
comunity. He noted that the community
wel cones the research and know edge of
the agents working with the 4-H and
| ocal resi dents. He encour aged
continued funding of this program

5:19:2 PM DONN BENNI CE,

PRESI| DENT FOR
ALASKA FAM LY
SERVI CES I N
PALMER, MAT-SU
(via

t el econf erence

),

Thanked t he comm ttee for their
continued fiscal responsibility to the
budget process. He reported that the
Alaska Famly Services is a multi-
di mensi onal social service agency in
the Mat Su borough and operates the only
domestic violence enmergency shelter in
the valley. He added they also operate
a full service behavi or heal t h
treatment center. He strongly supported
t he governor's donmestic vi ol ence
initiative, but t hought a strong
component is to deal with the problem
in its entirety by adding a strong
preventative conponent to t hat
Initiative. He believed the need for a
primary |ocal planning process, nore
|l ocal law enforcement and a base |ine
for data. He believed in education and
domestic violence treatnents and that
substance abuse is often a nmjor
contributor to donestic violence.

Co- Chai r
Hawker

Rel ated that the commttee has had
sever al long conversations on the
consequence and causes of donmestic
viol ence. The substance abuse issue was
probably one of the nobst causal effects
of domestic violence. He added jobs and
wor k opportunity plays a major role.

#
ADJ OURNIVENT
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The neeting was adjourned at 5:24 PM
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